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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THB ADYrarrURBS OF THE MESSENGERS WHO 00 TO 
SEEK NASGIENS. 

They go baokwanLei and forwards, bat can hear no news of 
Nafioiens (p. 2). One night they come to a oitj and lodge 
viUi an old yayasour, who tells them of their danger in 
comuig as Christians to a heathen city (p. 3). Its name 
is Ibsquean (Fr. roquehan), and it is tiie birtiiplaoe of the 
parents of Bt Mary the Egyptian (p. 4). One of the mes- 
sengers has a yision, — that Joseph of Arimathea appears 
to him, and tells him that.Nasciens is not there (p. 4), 
and BO takes him to a high mountain, shows him a ship 
" in the Grecian ae&, and tells him that Nasoiens is in it (p. 
5). — ^Nezt morning he tells his companions, and they 
agree to go to the sea, get a ship and seek Nasoiens (p. 6, 
C). They travel* shoreward through a hot land (p. 6). 
One of them dies of thirst, and is buried at Alexandria 
(p. 7). The others come to the shore, and find a ship with 
two hundred dead men in it, and a maiden under a plank 
(p. 7). She tells them that the corpses were the men of 
her father King Label, who were attacked by the knights 
of the King of Sarre (p. 8), and all killed ; but she, as a 
maiden, was let go, and has lived in the ship with the 
corpses ever since (p. 9). The messengers consult what 
to do, and one advises that they have the corpses buried, 
and Uien get a mariner to sail the ship for them (p. 9). 
So they get people, and bury the corpses by the seaside, 
and cut an inscription on a rock near (p. 10). They 
then ask the damsel what she is going to do. She doesn't 
know, and cries (p. 10). They agree to take her with- 
them, and she consents to go (p. 11). They cannot get 
a Master for the ship, but provision it, and go on board 
and to bed (p. 12). A great storm rises, and drives 
GRAAL.— VOL. II. 1 
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FIYB MESSBKGEBS SEABCH FOB KA8CIBN& [CE. XZXV. 

them for three days far out to sea (p. 12, 13). On the 
fourth day the ship splits into four pieces on a rock ; two 
messengers are drowned (p. 13), two reach the island, and 
one of them saves the damsel (p. 13). They thank Qod 
and ask His protection, and then comfort the damsel (p. 
14), and tell her of their faith, and how Christ delivers 
his friends from all evils (p. 15). She promises to be 
Chrisfs servant if He will save them from the danger 
they are in (p. 16). They look about the rock, see a bit 
of old wall, and sleep under it (p. 16). Next day they 
mount the rock, and find a little house most richly 
furnished as for a lord (p. 16), and in it a gorgeous bed 
with four posts of gold and precious stones (p. 17). At 
the head of the bed is the tomb of 'Ypooras, the beete 
fesiscien that euere sawh lyvenge ony man ' (p. 17). They 
wonder greatly at the ribhness of the house, which was made 
by Hippocras ^for his maner ' or dweUlng-plaoe (p. 18). 

[oiiiMf4s,tack] 1^0 w telleth here this Storye Anon, 

FiT« Metsengera Whanwe the fyve Messengeris weren gon 

NmoI^, ' Fiom the qweene, sire Nasciens to seke 

—That Gentyl knyht So good & Meke,— 4 

Somtyme towardis they Keden faste, 

And somtime bakwardis they prekyd In haste, 

for they ne Cowde knowen non Certeinte 

In what Contre that he scholde be, 8 

snd ffo to and fh> Ne neu6re tydynges of hym herden telle, 

wi^out finding j^ ^}^^i Maneie to hym befelle ; 

Where offen they weren Abascht ful sore 
that of hym Cowden they heren no More. 

and whanne longe they hadden Beden so 
In diners londis bothe to & fro, 
thorwh Alle payneme & othir Contre 
where they Supposid him forto han be ; 
and thus sowhten they bothe fer & Ner, 
but of hym herden they nowher. 
And ful fer they weren Owt of here Contre, 
Wherfore Alle ful Sory they be. 

So that it happid vppon A Nyht 
that Into A Cite thei Comen ful Ryht 

In a pnynim whiche that was In paynem londe, 

country, Ab I do jow to vndiistonde ; 
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And happed they Comen to an old vanasot^r tii«7 lodge with 

that kepte An Ost, & was A Man of honour. 

and whanne they hadde Sapped Echon, 

this good man Axede of hem Anon 

Of what Contre and whens they were, 

And what thing that they Sowhten there. 

thanne Answerid the Messengers to hym Agein, 

'^ Of Sanas we hen Alle In Certein, 

And thus Eiden Ahowte In Eche Contre 

A knyht to fynden, yd it wolde he, 

That is Iclepid Siie Nasciens 

A worthy man & of gret defens, 36 

that most wondirfully was lost 

that Evere ^it man wiste he ony Cost." 

" What," quod here Ost Ajen tho, 
^'^e ben Cristened, so mot I go." 
Thanne he Answerid sone Ageyn, 
'' that is Soth, Sire, now in Certein." 
'' haw thanne So hardy dorste je he 
Forto Gomen Into this Contre, 44 

Sethen that ^e knowen Wit/H)wten dowte 
that je hen dedly hated Al A-howte 
that hen Contrarye to Owre lay : 
M^rveille it is to me how ^e lyven this day." 48 

** Sire," seide On Of the Messengeris tho, 
^' Angwisch of wedering Made vs hider to go ; 
he wheche wederyng 0\ae lord is gon, 
and of YS ne weten where to fynde hym non. 52 

For we nete whethir Among paynems he he, 
Owther Ellis Among the Cristiente ; 
theifore Supposing to fynden hym here, 
hider we hen comen In this Manere." 56 

" thanne," quod here ost to hem Ageyn, 
" je don gret folye here In Certeyn ; 
For it May Eepenten 30W ful sore, 
Aiid don :)ow Angwisch ful Moche More." 60 
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in the town 
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a virion of Joseph 
of Arinuthlflb 



who promlMi to 
show him whMV 
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thanne to hym Seiden they Everichon 

* that they Ne wiste non Othirwise to don." 

That Nyht weren they Served ful woischepf uUy 
-with Spices and with AUe delicasy, 64 

For In that lond is gret plente 
of Alle Manure of spices of deynte ; 
and So wel Iserved hadden they ne be 
Sethen they departyd of here Contre. 68 

thanne Axeden the Messengers of here ost there, 

* In what Manere of Contre that they were.' 
thaime seide here Ost to hem Anon, 

** In the Contre of Egipt je ben Echon ; 72 

and the l^ame of this Cy to 

Is Clepd Tosquean, vndirstonde now ^e. 

In whiche Same Tosquean Cyte 

was bom bothe fadir & Modir, As I telle the, 76 

of that goode holy womman 

that is Clepid Mary Egipcian." 

Ab they lyen In here bed that Nyht, 
To the jongest of the fyve In his slepe was diht 80 
So that he Say A Certein Avycioun, — 
' that JosepAe of Armathie to fom him gan gon/ 
'' and Axede of Me what I sowht there, 
and I him Answerid In My Manere, 84 

* Sire, I seke my lord Nasciens WitA-owten delay, 
that hath be Missed ful many a day.' 

' Whatr quod Joseph, ' that Man so hende, 

hopest thon him In this Contre to fynde 1 ' 88 

' Sire, tiewly I not,' qtMHl this Messenger, 

' And theifore we seken hym fer & Ker.* 

' In this Contre,' quod Josephes tho, 

^thow schat hym not fynde nethir to ne fro. 92 

but A-Eys and go with Me, 

And I schal schewen the where fat he be.' 

Thanne wente loseph^ forth to-fore, 
And this Messenger folwede hato thore. 96 
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So loDge to gederis they wentefi In fere 

T jl Atte laste Tppon A Mownteyn Comen they there, Jowph uim um 

BMM6DMr Op a 

And it was the heyest that Evere Men say ; high moonuiii. 

thus hym Semede with-owten deky. 100 

and whanne Aboyen that they irere. 

An heyghere place ^it Syen they there, 

where Onne they myhten wel sen & knowe 

Alle thinges yndir hem, it was so lowe, 

and Al the See, and that there Inne was, 

bothe Schepis & barges In that plas. 

^ Thanne Axed me Joseph In hia Manere, 

* What Manere of thing Sixt thou here 1 ' 
'Alle the Erthe now. Sire, here I Se, 
Where Inne the peple En-Abited be ; 
And alle the Sees I se Al-so 
that Schepis or barges Inne Mown go.' " 
thanne loseph gan hym to schewe 
A gret Schipe with-Inne A threwe. 
That fer from hym was In the Se 
To-ward Grece, As he tolde* Me. 
** thanne loseph to Me ward drow Kerre, 

* Sixt thow jone schiptf that is so f erre 1 ' 

* 30, Sire, fill wel that Schipe I se, 
that 19 so fer Into jone Contre.' 120 

* k>. In jone Schip^, As I telle the. 
Is thy lord with his Compene.' " 

and thus Sone they weren parted Asondir, 
Where offen the messenger hadde gret wondir ; 124 
For he ne wiste whedir he gan to gon. 
So Sodeynly he partyd from hym Anon. 

Yppon the morwe whanne Eysen they were, 
and Al Eedy forto Riden forth there, 128 

& weren I-past Owt of that Cyte, 
thanne this ^ouge Man to hLs felawes talked he, 
and tolde hem yerrayly with Al his Myht 
whiche A vicioun he hadde that Kyht 132 
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6 THB MESSENGERS LEAVlS TOSQUEAN IN EQTPT. [OH. ZXXY. 

The veKMTiffer thaiuie Anon they Axeden him what it was : 

tails Uw viaion 

touieoth«n» and he hem gan tellen AUe the Cas. 

Whanne they herd en him Spekentin this degre, 

' It was A fair Aventure,* they seiden Certeinle, 136 

' that Owre lord hem Nolde for-jete» In non Mane7'ey 

Sethen that here Lord they Sowhten So there ; 

and Ek he Joseph they hadden wamenge, 

Into what partyes they scholde gon Sekynge.' 140 

who agree to thanne seiden alle he on Asent, 

■tart at once . _ i -r^ 

to eeek Nascieiw * that Evenfi to ]76 se to gon was here Entent, 

by aea. 

And there forto geten hem A schip Anon, 

And so forth Into the Se wolde they gon, 144 

The See to Envirowne be day & be Nyht 

jif that here lord Nasciens fynden they myht.' 

The HoBt advisee But Jit Er they from here Ost wente, 

their chriatiauity. he hem Counsellled veramente 148 

* that they ne Scholden In non degre 
be knowen that they wereM of Cristiente ; ' 
" and jif je don oJ?cr wise thanne I jow seye, 
je scholen ben Alle dede ful certeynlye ; 152 

and j^erfore As y conseille jow, loke that }e do 
In Alle y places where so je go." 
thel seiden ferto they wolden don here Myht : 
thanne forth they wenten Anon Ryht. 156 

Thus parted the Messengeris from that Cyte thore 
As je herden me tellen here before, 
and hem dressede towardis the See 

Thej go towards Also fftste As they Myhten flee, 160 

* And Redyn Al day with gret peyne 

In An Owtraions Contre Certeyne. 

and it is so hot for It was SO hot in that Contre, 

that Alle Naked, Men wewten, I telle the ; 164 

for there the Monthe of Augast, so hot it is, 
hattere thanne ofer Monthis with-owten Mis. 
that same day the hete was [so] Strong 

SlTe? that On Of here felawes deide hem Among 168 
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For ihaist That he took tho there ; 
and thus he deide In this Maneie. 
and of £^t the Chief Cite 
they hym beiyede ful worschepfulle, 
Wheie-offen Alisawndre is the Name, 
A worthy Cyte, and of a gret fame. 

And the Seconde day ther^ After Anon, 
Tho that weren left gonnen forth to gon, 
and helden forth here lome 
Tyl that they Comen to the See, 
And there fownden they A schipa ful sone 
That evene stieyht to the lond was gone, 
the wheche Schipe hadde with-Innes him there 
Two hundred Men ded In qweynt Manure. 

And Into that Schip they Entrede Anon, 
the fowre Messengeris Everichon, 
and Syen the Manere of this Aray, 
Where offen they weren Abascht In fay, 
thanne loked they A lytel hem beside, 
ahd behelden vndir A planke that tyde. 
They syen where that a fair lady lay, 
(As this Storie vs doth here Say,) 
and drowen hire owt of that place 
To Sen what Maner of womman it wace. 
thanne y messengeres Eefreyned hir6 then 
Of the deth of Alle these men, 
and why they weren Slayn, & In what Manere, 
of hire wolden they weten there. 

thanne Eyht Anon Answerid sche^ 
*^ yif that 30 welen Ensuren to Me 
that je welen don Me non bodyly ded, 
I schal jow tellen In this Sted." 
And they hire Enswrede Eyht Anon, 
* that hire peticiown scholde be don ; 
I^ethir non thing to hire don scholde be 
that hire scholde Misplece In ony degre.' 
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8 THB lady's STOBT OF THE CORPSBS OF KINO LABEL's MSN. [CH. XZZV. 

" ihaime echal I tellen 50W Al the Gas 
how they weren ded here In this plas. 

*^ Yndir-stondeth, the men that here ded be, 
they weren Alle of label Cite ; 208 

ThM« WW th« And Alle weren they kyng Labelys Men, 

LaiMU that was my fadyr, As y wel ken. 



and thus it happede, as I jow telle, 

that kyng Melohaus how with him befelle, 212 

that he wolde Into Sunye go 

his Eldest sone forto Sen tho, 

that was put Into thike partye 

For to Korture, I sey jow Sekerlye. 216 

who WM attMkt and whanne he was Entred Into b* Se, 

and with hym A fayr Gompeyne, 
hy the king thanne Gam f* kyng of Sarre In fat sted, 

that him hated Evene to the ded, 220 

and ft grmt font. So that he sente gret Ghyvalre 

Into the middes of the See, 

And Into the Schepis they Entred Anon, 

And on Owre [men] Gonnen to gon, 224 

that they weren fayn to a Boche to fle 
They fonght on that stood In Myddis of the See, 

tbehigheea, __ ^ . , 

Where yppon was a Gastel 

that was bothe fayr, swete, & leL 228 

'' Thus thanne Semblede bothe Meyne 
To-Gederis Amyddis the hye See, 
that so there to-Gederis they fowhte 
that Men Merveilles Sen there Mowhte, 232 

•o that 1000 men 20 that with Inne the Owr of A day 

died in an hour. '^ , , ^, , , , ^ 

A thowsend Men there ded I say, 
For there nas non of hem than 

but jif he were holden A passywg Man, 236 

and A worthy knybt of his hond. 
As I do 30W to vndirstond ; 
So that there with-owten faille 
I£„*^" ~ My fadir was Slayn In batayllc, 240 
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244 aMptQJ>el& 
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And Alle the Eemnaimt belieded were and au the mt 

Ilk In the fonne As je sen heie ; 

So that there Scaped non persone 

Sauf only. Sires, I Alone. 

and Siker ded there hadde I he 

but that A maiden they fownden me, 

and a fehle p^rsone of Stature : 

this was the Cause, I 30W Enswre, 

that me my lif they leten have ; 

80 from hem wente I tho save, 

And lefte here with this Gompeyne 

that ded ^e sen In this degre. 

Kow have I jow told the Certeinte 

of that 90 me han Axed f ul sekerle." 

they seiden the hataylle, ])at soth it was, 
!For it was wel sene In that plas. 
So that verray tokenys they myhten se 
with Inne the Schipe hord Gerteinle. 

Thanne token they Gonceil Al In fere 
how with that Schip^ they myhten don there ; 
For ^if so to haven it Into the Se, 
Alle here Confucioun it Myhte he. 
thanue Answered on of the fowre tho, 
^ hereth myn Avis what me thenketh ]}erto : 264 

these men that here now ded he, 
Owre semhlaunce they han. As ^e mown se : 
therfore In worspheping of Owre Creatoure 
We scholen hem don Som Maner Onour^ ; 268 

and here hodye^ we scholen herren here, 
that non wilde heste ne have non powere 
on hem to feden In non manere degre ; 
For swich As they weren, so hen we ; 272. 

Al thowh that Christen^ not they were, 
3lt Owra semhlaunce han they, As we sen here* 
And whanne this schip^ I-clensed it Is, 
tduuine Moste w^ gon with<owten Mys, 276 
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10 THB OORPSES OF KINO LABBL*S MEN ARB fiUMBD. [oH. XZXY. 

and gtt ft nuor And Geten vs Owher A Maryneie 

to work Um ahlp* 

that Into f^ Se myhte Goveme vs here, 

and Gyden ys aftyr Goddis wille, 

Whethir lie wele vb saven oper SpiEe : 280 

this is my Coiinseil that ^e do." 

" Forsothe we A-eenten wel therto." 

Thanne wenten they Into swich A partye 
Where as helpe to haven Sekerlye. 284 

and whanne with the peple they weren prasent, 
they hehyhten hem with ful good Entent 
what manure of gweidon that they wolden have 
Forto helpen this peple weren Grave. 288 

They bory tht So Boro they travailled Alle the day, 

bodi68. 

And Every Man dyde what he may, 
tyl alle these Bodyes Everichon 
with-Innen the Erthe weren they don ; 292 

Evene faste by the se syde 
they leften tho Bodyes forto Abyde. 
And In the Boche there Al this was, 
they leten lettres don Graven In that plas 296 

that In Grw weren In this Manere, 
with an inierip- * kyng Labelis Men Liggen here 

tlon over them. ,/>,, 

[1 tarw, Frj that they of Grace^ han thus Slayn : 

here lyn they Beired In Certayn 300 

bothe for Bewthe and Ek pyte 

that swich semblannce hadden they, Ilk as han we 

The messengeris that Nasciens Sowhte, 

In this Manure han they wrowhte.' 304 

And whanne they hadden thus I-do, 
Tii«7 aak the Thanne Axede they of the damy sele tho 
wiudop^ * * What sche wolde don, & In what Manere, 

and hou sche thowhte to Govemen hire there. 308 
She does not ^< Seres, I wot Nevere Certeinle, 

I am So fer Owt of my Contre, 

Nethir here know I non Man, 

Kethix of here Maneris nowht I ne kan, 312 
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THB. lOBSSENOBBS WILL TAKE KING LABEL'S DAUOHTEB WITH 'bM. 11 

Neihir non thing they welen don for me ; 

jMrfore Aftir ^ouie Cownseil now wele I be. 

For of my self Cownseil have I non, 

and therto I not what forto don." 316 

thanne wepte this damjsele wondirlj Sore, ■miirtept^ 

that on word me mjhten sche speken no More, 
thanne of hire, pite hadden tliej wit^-owten faille, tfu Ui^sr]^ her. 
And token hem to Gederis In Cownsaylle : 320 

* best it weren,' they seiden tho, 

* that thike damysele wtt^ hem scholde go md iffne to tak« 
til they hadden here lord Ifownde, a^ oonTwt imt. 
3if it wolde happen In Oore stownde, 324 

and thanne Cristene hire forto don ; ' 

herto they Assented Everychon. 

Thanne seiden they to this Mayden Alle 

Wheche A cas Amongs hem was befalle, 328 

that with hem Scholde sche go 

And hire wille were to don so. 

thanne seide this Maiden Anon Ageyn, 
" that wyle I gladlich In Certeyn, 332 

On this Gondiscion, that te ne wille shemakwOMm 

promlw to do hv 

Kon yelenie A-wayten me vntylle." nobMin. 

and they Answerid, " Nay, ful Sekerly 

that to defenden with myht of Body." 336 

thanne fil sche down to here feet. 
And wepte for loye Also Skeet, 
And seyde *that sche wolde wit^wten variaunco 
Onlich ben at here Govemaunce : 340 

thanne to hire seiden they Alle In fere tii«7 agree to 

hire forto Sosteyne At here powere. 

thanne spoken they forto have 
A Man that the Schipe Cowde goveme & save,. 344 
bat nowher non Mihten they fynde ; Th^r caimoi find 

Where[for] sory weren they In here Mynde. 

That Evenyng to y schipe they gonnen Ordeyne 
Alle Manere of viandes, hem to susteyne. 34S 
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12 . A GREAT 8T0BM AT SEA. [CH. ZXXV^ 

And whanne the Nyht ^ivas Gomen vpponne^ 
At night tiM7 Alle fyve to the Schipe gonne to Gon, 

And lyen with-Inne the schippes bord 

there to Beaten hem. At On word : 352 

And Evere was the seyl vp an hy, 

As it to the Eoche Aijyede Sekerlj. 
And so it happede Abowtes Midnyht 
and ft gnftt wind A wynd thew Bos of ful gret Myht, 356 

blows Umoi «t to <y */ ' 

•M, and blew the Schip Into the See 

ful mochel fertheie than they wenden han be ; 

and whanne they wenden han ben At the Byvage, 

With-Inne the See they weren A fer passage ; 360 

and whanne they loked hem Abowte, 

In the depe Se weien they wit^ owten dowte. 

Thanne weren they Abasched ful Sore 
whanne Amongs the wawes weren they thore ; 364 

wiuioatamasttr, and Nethir Mayster no GoYemour 
hem f orto Soconren In that Stonre ; 
and the See not pesible, but boistous, was, 
So fat ful sore they dredden hem In pat plas. 368 

•o that vtuiy v and thoTwh the tempest that was there, 

mach alarmdf 

the Seyl to-brast In many A manere 
And fyl fer from hem In to the Se. 
thanne fill sore Abascht weren Alle he, 372 

And for-possed with wawes weren they there, 
So that of here lyves they hadden gret fere. 
In this Angwisch, and In this dolour, * 
thre dayes weren they In this stour 376 

With owten Mete Oper Ony drynk ; 
this was to hem A ful heyy thing. 
And with Inne these thre dayes, so fer weren they browht 
with-Inne the hye Se, that they wyste nowht ; 380 
and do not know And }it demed they In Al here peyne 

whon they aro* 

n MS. thor] that from Egipt they^ weren fer Certeyne ; 
and so they weren, with-owten lettyng, 
ferthere thanne they Cowden han knoweng ; 38i 
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388 



For the Scliipd wente Eveie to fore the wynd »/ 
Swiftere tjian p* Eakke In y Eyr be kynd, 
and 80 fer diof hem In to the Se 
that they ne wiste In to whiche contre. 
The fowrthe day, the Owr of piyme, 
hem be-happed An hard Chaunce that tyme, 
and fowle Acombied Alle they were, 
For to A passmg gret Boch they proched wel Nere ; 392 ThtihipBMkM 

• on ft roek, mmI 

and the wynd ful haide thedir hem sore drof 
that the Schip on fowie partyes to-Rof ; 
In which of aomme Of tho fowie partyes 
.tweyne weren dreint wiUi-owten lyes, 
And the damysele floterid In the see, 
Oper Socoor^ kowde non there sche. 

And whanna sche beheld that tweyne saved were, 



two of Um omq 
ftredrownd. 



396 



Th« 
in the 



[iMftf] 



Fol lowde to hem than Gride sche there, 
And preide hem sweteliche In hire Manere 
* For love of here God that they loTede so dere, 
Of whom they helden the newe lay, 
that they wolden hire Socouren that day.' 

thanne beheld on of the Messengerres two, 
and gret pite hadde on this damysele tho, 
and took Tppeuhis bond & him gan to blesse, 
And In to the 8e he gan hym dresse. 
tho betook he hym to Gk>d Almyht, 
Anon to that damysele he gan hym dyht, 
So that with myht and strengthe of hem two 
A^en to the Boche wonnen they tho. 

Whanne to the Boche they weren I-gon, 
they thanked lesns, Maryes sone, Anon, 
that hem hadde Saved from peryl & wo^ 
So IS J here deth As they weren tho. 

In this Manere tweyne of the Messengeres 
Weren perschid for fawt of Maryneris 
as they wenten to sechen Nasciens here lord, — 
thus weren they persched At on word, — 
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li THST Ve NOTHIKO TO BAT. LABSL'b DAUOHTER MOURNa [CH. ZZZV* 

And tweyne leften with that damysele ; 

but the ne hadden neyther to mete ne to Mele, 

For Alle here vyaunde In to the Se fylle. 

As here to fore ^e herden Me telle. 424 

thanne ful sore Abasched they were 
and taftTt nothing that non Maner of viaunde hadden they there : 

And iherto fer In A straonge Contre, 

And fer from peple disolat to be, 428 

for Ui0 rock pro- that In that yl was there yyaunde non 

dttoot no fboda 

to sellen, ne]>er growenge on Erthe ne ston. 
And this was on of the moste thing 
that hem browhte Into so Mochel Momeng, 432 

For thens supposid they nenere to ban gon 
but 3if it be thoroh [grace] Of Only god Alon. 
& so In goddis gooernaunce they putten hem Echon, 
To don with hem what he wolde don ; 436 

And knelyng, Cryden hym Mercye 
wit^ weping and tens ful tendirlye ; 
and Cryden to him In this Manere, 
Thojr pray to God *' Now, goode lord, ihow Socouro Ys here, 440 



that we ne fallen In non desperaunce 

thorwh the flEds Enemyes Chawnce ; 

but kepe vs lord In thin Servyse, 

that ]>* fals Enemy of ys Cachche non prise." 444 

Sweche wordis & swiche preyeris 

Oftyn tymes hadden these messengeris ; 
The dauMi eom- and EYsre this damysele wepte ful sore, 

and Cursid the tyme that sche Cam there, 448 

From EyoI to worse to ben browht, 

"Eaere thus Compleyned sche In hire thouht 
and tho two men And there they hyre Comforted Anon 

comfort her. 

Also Mochel As they Cowden don, 452 

And seiden ' that God wolde socour hem sonde 
ii] Er Comen Owht fowe dayes^ to the Ende;' 
'* and therforo, damysele, wepe 30 no more. 
For jowre Momeng doth ys moche sore.*' 456 
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460 Th^jtonbtrtlM 
laws of the 
Ouutht 



464 andthepoirtror 
Chriit. 
C^MioltUiana] 



Thanne Axede ache liein of here Cieaonce, she aaks of tiMir 

And they hire tolde with-owten yariaTince 
how that be losep^ of Barthamye 
they it Besceyveden fol trewelye, 
And be Al holy Chiiches kwe, 
Of wheche Creawnce they weien fol fawe. 
thanne tolden they hyie In Echo degre 
"What powers [Crist hadde^J & what dignete, 
and how that socotuen he wolde his frend, 
And fiom peiyles to-bringen him to good End. 
** Foi who that In hym hath Affyaxunce, 
he wele hym kepen with-owten yariaonce ; 
and horn Alle perylles, I the Enswie, 
hym delyveren, as Seith the holy scripture." 

" In f eith," quod this damysele tho, 
<* ^if jowic lord sweche Msrveilles May do 
as ^e me now tellen here, 
on hym wil I trosten In Alle Manere. 
3if he owt of this peryl vs now brynge^ 
and to Ys wil owht sonde In Boconrynge, 476 

And therto A-sckapen from Al this fere, 
I hym promyse In Alle Manere 
Prom this day forward his Servannt to be, 
And hym to Serven In Alle Manure degre." 480 

** Ha, damysele," quod they Anon, 
" Now weten we wel Everychon 
that with-owten dowte f ul Sekerly 
we scholen haven Socour Byht hastely 484 

Al other wyse thanne he wolde han do 
Sethen )oure promys je han mad so." 

In this Manure leften they Alle thre 
In ful grete thowht ful Sekerle ; 488 

For they hadden Keuere be wont ferfx), 
to snfi&en swich Angwisch As they hadden tho. 
and whanne the Nyht Gan Comen faste, 
Abowtes In the yl they loked Atte laste, 492 
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16 THB XSSSENQEBS AKD DAMSEL EXPLORE THE BOCK. [cH. ZXXV; 

and Afipiden Ryht Anon there 
And an old wau« An old wal of ston In A qweynte Manere^ 

that somtyme of an hows it was, 

and with gret pride I-mad In that plas ; 496 

but be Old tyme it was down throwe, 

but A parcel lefte there yppon a Bowe 

that there vndir Myhten wel Reste 

Size persones, other fyve Atte leste. 500 

thanne to thike partyes wenten they anon 

be here wittes thanne Everichon, 

and seide Hhat bettere it was fere to Abyde 

vndir that wal thanne be the see syde, 504 

In the Schadewe forto kepen hem, 

thanne forto liggen be the strem.' 
shelter ander it and there Abyden they AI that Nyht 

for tha nijrht. 

^ ^ Tyl on p" Morwen it was day lyht. 508 

On the Morwen Erely, whanne it was day, 
Fol faste here preyeres thanne gonne they say, 
* That God for his pyte & grete Mercy 
hem Som Comfort Scholde sende hastely.' 512 

dimbnpit^inthe thanne seiden they that they wolden gon 

morning, and 

to sen what howseng was In that ston« 

and whanne in this Eoch they wenten an hy, 

they behelden Abowtes fol Inwardly : 516 

■ee another wall, thanne Anothir wal syen they there. 
As thowh of Marbel wrowht it were, 

wiihaiitueboow And A lytel hows there yppon, 

on it* 

—thus hem thowhte, and thedir gonne gon, — 520 
Whiche was som tyme Eichelych dyht 
As that it Semed to here Syht, 
that hem thowhte so Eiche myhte non be 
So sotely Mad In that Contre. 524 

They enter thu, and In they Entrede, & vp6 they wente, 

the Messengeres and y damysele veramente. 
and whanne they be-helden Al A-bowte, 
thanne Sien they there wM-Owten dowte 528- 
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ir 



532 



536 



540 



An hostel that som tjme was Eialy dyht. 

As thowh it hadde ben for |>* most Man of Mjht 

Arajed lik A Eyal Maneie, 

Somtyme On loid to han dwelled In there. 

For there-Inne stoden peleris of Marbil stones, 
ITul Rialy I-wrowht for the Nones ; 
And thre-qwurterid they weren Of Gold & Asure 
and Of SiLyer, be gret MaLstrye, I the Ensure, 
As ihowh it hadde ben wrowht be Enchauntement, 
So Eialy it was there present. 
And wit^Innen Atte the Ende of ]>at hows 
They Syen A bed ful M^reillows, 
the Kichest and the moste Ayenaunt 
That Evere Man Say, As I vndirstond. 
And the fowre postes that it yp Bare, 
Of Bryht Schyneng gold were» they there, 
And Of precyous stones they weren ful pyht, 
And therto fill Bialy weren they dyht 
that moche peple it Myhte han Seyn, 
So Merveillously it was wrowht In Certein : 
For they wenden it hadde ben In dremeng 
Whanne they syen AI this Eiche thyng. 

Aboyen this bed, A tombe there was, 
Ful fetyr, ful Eiche, per In that plas; 
And therto so Merveillously it was wrowht 
that Alle they Merveilleden In here thowht; 
for it was so delitable In here Syhte tho 
That mochel Comfort it dede hem do. 
Where-yppon lettres of grw werew wrete/i there 
that thus Seyden, and In this Manere, 
' here lith ypocras, the beste Fesiscian 
That Evere Sawh lyvenge Ony man, 
that be Cawtel of his wyves Eed, 
Sodeynly he was browht to his ded : 
and Into this place was he browht trewlye 
33c Antonye the kyng of percye.* 564 

GBAAL. — ^VOL. II. 2 
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18 DOCTOR TPOCRAS'S HOUSE. fcH. XXXV. 

Whanne the Messengeris these lettrcs goim^ b^olde, 
Thej gonnen to Eeden hem Mani folde, 
and longe Of hym to-gyderes they spoke, ♦ 

And seiden that he was A wys ma^ On boke.^^-^ 6BS 
Thflyiookthroosh ful faste they behelden this hows Abowte :_ /• 

th» hooM. whieh 

u wondarAiUy Fiom the ton Ende to the tothir with-owten dowte, 

rloh 

And so Manye Hiche thinge syen they there " - 

that Evere to-fom syen they In Ony Manerej^ ^72 
For Man^r was fer Nenere-wi.Ryaly dyht ,' \ * 
that Cowde Comprehende to Man/zes Myht. 
For Of Al the world hem thowhte it was p* richest place 
That Evere Erthly man In browht wase ; 576 

and the Eichesse that there they fownde 
Miht non man tellen that wenten On grownde. 

But now leveth here this storye 
Ony more of this hows to speken sekerlye, 580 

TpoofM taut it Whiche thst ypocras dyde don Make 

for UmMiU; 

Onlich There for his Owne Sake, 
and for his Maner he let it dyht, 
For he was A man Mochel Of Myht ; 584 

And Enstored ful wel it was 
Of Manye Richesse In that plas ; 
bnt mm it to i0ft Whiohe howB is Now Al forfare, 

but 3it Al that Richesse leften thare. 588 



CHAPTER XXXVL 

THW HIBTOBT OP THK PHYSICIAN YPOCRAS.^ 

How he was the most learned phyBioian living ; but was once 
* reproved be clerigies dome,* on this wise : — when he 
came to Rome in Augu8tU8*s time, all men were mourn- 
ing for the supposed death of the Emperor^s nephew (p. 
20). Ypocras goes to the corpse, finds life in it, puts the 
juice of a herb into its mouth, and up it gets alive, whole 

' The Additional Ma 10,292 heads the Chapter: 'Ensi 
que Tpocras fu pendos en le tour de rome, & tous les gens li 
rewardoient* 
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and soand (p. 21). The Empress, to honotir Ypocru^ 
puts up an image of gold of him, and another of her son, 
in the hig^eet place of Rome, with a tal>ernacle and in- 
scription over (p. 22). Ypocras cures many people, and 
is counted half a god, and his *fyguie* is worshipped (p. 
23). Then a fair lady comes from the parts of Galilee, 
and, when she sees these golden images, she smiles, and 
says she*ll soon prove Tpocras a fool (p. 24). The Em* 
peior appoints a meeting for them at the temple, and the 
fair lady looks hard at Ypocras, and he at her, till he falls 
in love with her, and is 'dene browht in a letargye* for 
desire of her (p. 24-6). The Emperor and Queen come to 
see him, and so does the fair lady (p. 25). His heart is 
glad at this, and he tells her his love (p. 26). She beguiles 
him, saying she loves him too^ and will be at his will (p. 
26). HiLb cures him, and be returns to Court (p. 27). 
The fair lady shows him her bower at the top of a tower, 
and tells him that the son of the King of Babylon is there 
(p. 27) ; she proposes that he shall get into a vessel,* and 
she shall draw him up and let him talk to her. Ypocras 
consents (p. 28). He sleeps at the Emperor'R, goes out at 
night (p. 28), and finds the vessel ready. The lady and 
her cousin draw him up to the middle of the tower (p. 28), 
and there he hangs in his basket all day, with the people 
staring at him (p. 29). When the £m|)eror sees him at 
night he orders him to be let down, but Ypocras will not 
explain how he came there (p. 80) ' ; so the Emperor has 
the images of his own nephew and Ypocras broken (p. 30). 
Ypocras stays at Rome till a knight comes and tells the 
Emperor of Christ's miracles, when Ypocras says he must 
go and see Christ (p. 31), and accordingly starts for 
Galilee (p. 32). He comes to Persia, and raises the king*3 / 
dead son to life (p. 33). After a time, the king marries 
him' to his daughter (p. 83), and Ypocras tries to fiod '- * 
out the most ' temperable * isle to live in (p. 33). A master- 
shipman tells him of it, and he, and his, sail tiiere (p. 34). 
Ypocras has a beanti/ul house built (p. 84) ; and makes a 
wonderful bed, in which if a sick man lies he is cured (p. 
84). He also makes a wonderful cup, in which any poison 
will loee its strength, and not hurt a man if he drinks it 
(p. 35). But Ypocras*8 wife is very proud of her rank, 
and hates her husband (p. 35). She mixes some poison 

* The French text explains that great criminals were put 
into the vessel, and slung up on the side of the tower a night 
and a day for all the people to see them, after which the 
criminals were killed. 

' The French text adds that the lady had a picture painted 
of herself and cousin pulling up Ypocras. This she put up 
before the images, and then told the Emperor all about it. 
Ypocras has to confess it is true, and then insists that the 
images shall be taken down. 

* The French text takes him to Giant's Island and the City 
of Corinth, where he marries the daughter of the King of 8Hr, 
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DOOTOB TFOCBAS OOMSS TO BOMB. [cH. XXXYL 



Here follows the 
■toryofYpocraiy 

« 
tlie wliest ph7« 



in GhrlBtendom. 

He ureU Into 
trouble at Boom. 



Heflndeellthe 
Boon 



^aka tlie nMOO. 



in bread, finda it will kill dogs, and then puts some of it 
into Tpocras's oup with hia wine (p. 86). The cup deprives 
it of itB strength, and it doesn't hurt him (p. 35). Hia 
wife is sorry for this, and throws the oup into the sea, to 
her husband's great distress (p. 86), One day, Ypocraa 
tells her that anyone will die who eats the flesh of a wild 
sow at heat, that is under their window (p. 36). She tells 
her oook to kill the sow, and send it up for supper (p. 87). 
Ypocraa eats it, and says he shall die unless he can get 
some of the liquor the pork was boiled in (p. 37). None 
can be got, so he reproaohes his wife and dies (p. 87). 
His friends bury him in a gorgeous tomb (p. 87), and 
the King of Babylon comes and destroys the whole pla«e 
(p. 88). 

FuL trewl J Recordeth here this Storye 

Of the worthynesse of ypocras SekerljOy 

For the worthiest Fecyscian that was 

Evere Acompted In Ony plas ; 4 

For of that Scyense More Coude he 

that ony Man leveng In Cristiente ; 

but [for] On thyng that he dyde At Borne, 

Boproyed he was be Clergies dome ; — 8 

For the worthiest Clerk he was told, 

Passenge Al Erthly men Many fold ; — 

And what Ayentore that hym befylle, 

I schal 30W schewe, & herkene me vntylla 12 

This was the trowthe and the veryte : 
Whanne Augustus Cesar Emperour was he, 
The same Our that 3rpocras to Home Cam, 
Mochel Momeng & Sorwe Made Every Man 16 

As thowh here Fadrys hadden ben ded 
To fom hem lyggeng In that Sted. 
thanne ypocras Abascht hym wondir sore 
Of the Momeng that he Sawh there, 20 

So that he preyde A lytel Child 
that to fom hym was bothe Meke and Myld, 
that he wolde tellen hym the Cawse why 
Wherfore the peple there was so sory. 24 

" Now, Certes," quod this Child thanne, 
"Why that thus Momen Alle these Menne, — 
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CH. XXXYI.] DOCTOR YFOCRAB RESTORES THE EXFEBORS NEPHEW. 21 



It was for A Nevew of the Emperour 

(WJdclie was A persone of gret honour) '28 

that ftil longe Syk hath be, 

and now they seyn that ded Is he : 

and therto he was so fayr and so good 

That Every man hym lovede wit/i his Mood. 32 

And this is the Enchesown Sckerlye 

Alle the hevynesse of J)* peple trewelye." 

" and where is the Body," quod ypocras tho. 

" Sire, In the Emperowres halle it is I-do." 36 

And whanne this word tho ho herde, 
Toward themperoures halle faste he ferde ; 
And jif Ony breth In his body be founde, 
he hopede hym to A-Eeren that ilke stownde^ 40 

and Onlyche to helthe to bryngen hym Ajen — 
that Alle the peple there it scholde sen — 
Be his Medicyn And his Craft ; 
thus wolde he don Er that he lafb. 44 

Thanne to the paleys gan he gon, 
And to that he presede Anon ; 
but so mochel peple there was, 
Onnethis he myhte Entren In to |>* plas. 48 

and whanne he was Comen to the Cors, 
Anon he tasted with gret fors 
In what partie he myhte fynden Ony lyf : 
Thys Menreilled themperowr and his wyf. 52 

Anon as he there thus hadde I-do, 
lyf In his Body thanne felte he tho ; 
And Gan to Openen his Mowth Anon, 
And y lews Of An Erbe he gan ])ere-Inne don, 56 
That of so gret vertu was there. 
Of his Siknesse he dide him Arere, 
And there he A-Eos -with strengthe & Myht 
Openly there In Alle Mennes Syht, 60 

Also hoi and Also Sownd 
Ab Evere he Was In Ony stownd. 



The Emperor*! 



TpoenigooBto 
■eettwbodj. 



He reechee the 



fteli Uft in it^and 
pate the Juice of a 
herb ifito ita 
month. 



irhlcb reetoroethe 
deadtoUfo. 
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22 A GOLD STATUE OF DOCTOR TPOCRAS IS SET UP. [CH. XZXVL 

And whanne he hadde thus I-do, 

the Emp^resse to hym gan to go, 64 

and Seide, '' Sire, ful wel thou be ! 

A glad womman hast thou Maked me ! 

What Mancre of Gwerdon that pon wilt Crave, 

Ful Sekerly, Sere, je scholen it have." 68 

TheEmpreMMks thanne Axede the Emperesse what he hyhte. 

he Seyde " ypocras, lady," Anon Ryhte. 

" Now know I wel be 30ure Connenge 

that ^e ben the worthy est fecyscyan levenge : 72 

A Man from deth to lyve Ajen Arere, 

Thus dyde Neuere feciscyan, I trowe, Ere. 
Deaf 46] Therefore J* Moste worschepe I schal the do 

that Evere to Feciscian was don vnto." 76 

erecto agoid An Ymage of Gold Anon let sche Make, 

•Utu« in his ^^^ ^ 



Ryaliche I-dyht, for ypocras his sake, 
and another of tiM And Another ymage thanne let sche maken tho 

xwtored diUd, 

Aftyr that Child ]>at from Siknesse he rerid so. 80 
And theke ymages bothe In fere 
In the he^ghest place of Rome set werew they there, 
So that hos Evere Comen, Other wente, 
thiko ymages myhten they Sen veramente ; 84 

and Aboven thike ymages two 
witb a roof, to A Eyal Tabernacle Made sche tho, 

protect tkein fton 

the rmhu that nou Ecyn ne scholde Comen themy, 

So wel was it Made, and So Sotely. 88 

Above Tpoeru'i And Abovcu ypocras themperesse lettres let do, 
•cribed, That Id this Mancre wyse Seyden tho : 

•This ie Tpocnw, ' Lo, thls ymage is ypocras, 

the greateat of 

phjticiaue.' ' the Worthiest Phelesophre fat Evere was, 1)2 

* that In Rome Arerid In Certeine 

* A man to lyve Owt of gret peyne 

' that ful Ny Was to Augustus Cesar, 

' hos ymage stont by him thar.' 96 

and whanne this was AI I-do, 

thanne seydc th'cmperosse Anon tho, 
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CH. ZZXVI.] DOCTOB TPOCRAS IR THOUGHT BALV A OOD. 23 

' that For non Maneie In no d^gre 

ihike ymages Eemeyed scbolde be.' 100 

thanne seiden they to thempeiesse Anon 

' that hire Comandement Bcholde be don.' 

Anon Mochel made ^ Offen was he tho [> us. umi imj 

Abowtes Al Eome where he dyde go, 104 

So that Manye Sike Men Keuered he h« outm w dmoj 

Pdopto 

as he Abowtes wente In £che Contre, 

So that for his grete konnenge 

they Cleped bym half A god wtt/i-Owten lesynge, 108 that tii«r think 

And the moste Soyereyn of Alle Cleigye, 

Thus they hym Clepyd ful Certeinlye : 

And As Moche worschepe to his fygore gonnen they do •^ wonUp ut 

As to Ony of here goddis dyden they tho. 112 

And so scholden they ban don for Evere More, 

Ne hadde on thyng At Eome behapped thore : 

What it was, I schal now telle, 

Swich An Ayenture hym befelle. ] 1 6 

Thike tyme whanf <e ypoeras At Eome was, whue he la at 

H-ftnifi 

and woracbepyd he was In Eyery plas, 

It happed so there be Ayenture 

that A fair lady, I the Ensure, 120 a lair ladr eomaa 

from GalUaab 

Of the partyes of Galele, 

to the Emperour thedir Cam sche. 

Sche was bolden the fairest womman 

That Ony creature discryyen Cowde than, 124 

And Also Eyaliche scbe was A-dyht 

As belonged to swich A lady of Myht 

Whanne this Emperesse Baf^this lady bryht, ^>w™ "»• 

BmprMH 

Of hire scbe Axede Anon Eyht 128 antaruina. 

' Whens sche Cam, & of what kende.' 

And sche hire Answerid As good & bende : 

Scbe seide that ' Scbe was Comen of by degre. 

Of kynges and qwene fol Certeinle.' 132 

Thanne ladyes and damyselis scbe Comanded hire; there, 

biro to don Seryyse In alle Manere, 
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THB LADT WHO 's TO BEFOOL DOOTOB TPOORAS. [CH. ZXZVI. 



Th« ladj 8MI 
ttMlmagMy 



■toiy, 

and undsrUkM 
to makt A ibol of 
Tpoona, 



TpocrMhMtfi 
of it, 



wants to IM the 
Udy. 



pPye] 



goM to i«e her, 
at the temple. 



as that belonged to hyre Astat, 

hire forto worschepen bothe £rly & lat 136 

and whanne fulliche A monthe hadde sche fere he, 
thanne Atte laste tKese ymages beheld sche, 
And Anon Axede with-Owten taryenge 
' What theke ymages weren to signefyeng.* 140 

thanne tolden they hyre with-Inne a whyle ; 
And Anon this lady Gan foito smyle, 
and seide, * that phelesophre was not bore, 
From deth to lyve A man to Eeren thore : ' 144 

" for I dar wel seyn with-Inne a schort day 
hym A Fool to preven, So scholen ^e say ; 
For of this that ^e sein to me here, 
It may not be trewe In non Manere ; 148 

Ne nenere beleven it In my thowht 
For non Man that Evere was wrowht" 

This tale was told to fom themperowr, 
that thus be ypocras was seid dishonoe^r ; 152 

So that it was spoken bothe to & fro 
Tyl atte laste ypocras f ere-offen herde tho ; 
Where offen he hadde ful gret disdeyn, 
As I }ow Seye now In Certeyn, 156 

And seide ' fat he scholde neuere glad ne bo 
tyl that damysele he myhte se, 
that hym A fool woldo make.' 

thanne themperour this word gan take, 160 

And seyde that to fom him scholde sche be. 
" Whanne, sire," quod ypocras, " I preye the 1 " 
" In the temple to morwe, Atte Owr of prynie, 
thanne scholen we^ Meten Al In good tymo." 1G4 

Al Nyht lay ypocras, and thowhto 
how that this thing Ony weye ben Mowhte ; 
and On )>• Morwe, Er the Owr of pryme, 
ypocras at the temple was be tyme. IGS 

thanne Cam pere thedyr this lady gent 
With A gret Compenyei Of ladyes present. 
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CH. XXZYL] DOCTOB TP0GRA8 FALLS MORTALLT IN LOVB. 25 

And Azede ' wheche was Ypocras, 

of Alle the Meyne ]>at there was.' 172 

And sche beheld hym wondirlj sore sh« gaiM u him, 

A-fom Alle the womTTien that weren thoie ; 

and ypocias was A fair ^ong Man ; 

thus beheld sche In hym than. 176 

And jpocias of hire, good Bewaid took tho, umi Imu her. 

More thanne of Alle Remnant fat witJt hire gonne go ; 

For sche hadde the moste passyng Bewte 

Afom Alle womman that Evere Sawh he, 180 

Whiche Made hym falle In foly thowht 

that hym theie-Owt no man Myht bringe nowht ; 

and ^it Into Anothir place wente he 

hiie bettere to beholde, ^if it wolde be. 184 

And the More that he hira beheld tho, h« fciit dMpiy la 

the More Angwich his herte Cam ynto ; 

that So Soie he fyl In a folye thowht, 

So pat hym selve^ helpen Myhte he nowht. 188 P ms. Mivei] 

Whanne this lady was from the temple gon, 
Ypocias homward he tomed Anon, 
And becam So Syk And Evel At Ese w that ha 



So that fere myhte nothing hym plese. 192 

So sore lovede ypocias this fair ladye, 

That Clene browht was he In A letargye 

For that his wyl he ne Myhte not have, 

And for schame he dorst it not Grave. 196 

that so harde & so syk he lay, 

that Othere Feciscians wenden Eche day 

that Sekyr ded he Scholde han be ; and naarij diaa. 

but they knew not fulliche his Malade. 200 

So that th'emperot/r Cam to his plas Tha ooart ooma 

To weten howh fat it wit^ hym was ; 

and so dyde the qwene, & ladyes mo. 

And Amongs Alle, this lady gan forth go, 204 

for whom that he was so Evel At Ese. 
and whanne he bird say, his herte gan to plcso : 
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26 THE WILT WOMAN TAKES-JN DOCTOR TPOCBAS. [CH. ZZZVI. 

thanne In his herte hadde he gret thowht 

howh this Mater Abowtes Scholde ben browht, 208 

So that he made hem voiden Eyerichon 

Except this lady Only Alon, 

and h« teiii hfi and tolde hire his herte fol pleyn, 
etotheudy. < j^q^^ f^j j^jpg^ ^o^j g^jj^Ql^j^ j^^ j,^ In Certeyn 212 
but y£ hire love he Myhte haye. 
For Othirwise Mihte he not be saye.' 

" Whanne that sche hadde herd Al his Compleynt^ 
Thanne hire wordys Gan sche to peynt, 216 

Th« lady meani As sche that thouhte thorwh a fals wyle 

to daoAiva b^'", 

holyche ypocras forto be-gyle ; 
and swiche wordis ^af hym tho 

that Into A strengere letargye Mad hym to go, 220 
" Now, Certes, sire ypocras," quod sche, 
'' So worthy A man as that ^e be, 
that Only wolde for My sake 

Swich diseyse to jow now take, 224 

Whiche fayn I wolde Amended were 
be me, and I wyste In Ony Manere. 
proreaaesmnch For 26 Conne Not loven Me so wel 

lovo tor him* 

That I do to 90W A3en Everydel ; 228 

but I ne may not In non Manere wyse 

jowre wil to folfille be non Gyse ; 

For so gret warde is set On Me 
-X but tha mttj not that I ne may not Gomen wMouten gret Meyne ; 232 

*** ^"^ and Ek witA-Owtew leve of the Emperowr " 

I ne may nowher gon, day ne Owr ; 

but Eathere than deyen ^e scholde for me, 
yei woi do hia At sowre owne wille wolde I be : 236 

wlU. 

For gret pite it were of joure ded, 
Forto Many A Man ^e don good Red." 

Wbanne ypocras herde hire wordis tho, 
that this lady Concentyn wolde hym vnto, 2iO 

Tpocras ge^a weU gret loye to his herte was tho dyht 

Whan7ze sche hym kyste with Al hire Myht ; 
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CO. XZXVI.] THB WILT WOMAM's DEVIGB TO BEFOOL DOCTOR TPOCAAS. 27 

Supposyng to ypocras with herte goodlye ; 

but Al was falshod and Trecherye. 244 

Lo, beholdy the same day tho 
Whaime this ladj &om hym was go, 
vp of his Cowche he gan to Eyse, 
& to hym took Comfort In o^orwyse, ' 248 

And to the Cowrt he gan to go. 
bothe ladyes & gentel wommen Ajens hym comen tho, 
and gret loye of hym Alle thoy Made : ypocna to wd. 

" ^ comd At ooort. 

but there nas non that Myhte hym glade 252 

Savf only that lady So fre 

Wheche f alsly mente In Al degie ; 

Sche made hym loken yp6 to the towi 

yppon whiche that was hire Bowr^ 256 

and schewed hym where heng A-down be b* wal The udy thowi 

'^ him a corf 

A strong Corde and A long with-AL hanging down 

thewaUofa 

** lo, sire," quod this lady thanne, tow«r. 

" Now Mown ^e ben A Merye Manne ; 260 

For In 3one towr ^ondir an hy 

Is the kynges sone of Babyloyne trewly, 

and there In presown Is he do ; 

and be that Corde his mete Cometh hym to, 264 

In a vessel is I-kny t therby a nnti to tiod 

to hym it is vpe drawen trewely, 

and theifore now I schal 30W say 

A noble while this Selve day : 268 

the Corde and the vessel down schal I lete, sh« aayi, «Get 

into the veesel, 

and bere-Inne bat 30 dressen low ful Mete, and i wiu pnu 

yoa up to me^ 

"* an vp to Me I schal 30W drawe, — 

this sey I to 30W In prevy sawe ; — 272 

(thanne prevyly Mown ^e vriih me speke, 
/and Al jowre herte tbanne to me breke ; 

and whanne the day gynneth to neyghen Nye, »nd let 70a down 

before daj^ 

down scholen we 30W leten ]>at non Man schal Aspye, and 70a maj do 
and thus mown 36 often Sithes do." 277 

ihamie ypocras concented wel therto. 



it often.' 
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28 THE WILT WOMAN MAKES A FOOL OF TPOCBAS. [CH. ZXZVI. 

• 

TpoenM oooMntfl. That Same day this ypocras 

at themperouis table Iset he was, 280 

and there disported hym al that day 

As a man that In letargye lay. 

and whanne it drowhe toward p^ Nyht, 

To his hows his men wolden.hym han dyht ; 284 

he hym Excased As hym thowhte beste, 

and seide that Al Nyht he wolde pere Beste ; 

and for he was not wel at Ese, 

his Men weren fayn hym forto plese, 288 

and Ordeyned hym A chambre of honour 

th^re as the lady was to fom that tour. 

and whanne his Meyne weren leyd Echon, 
Owt of his chambre gan he to gon, 292 

and beheld that the lady was Kedy 
at that towr ful Certeynly, 
and let there the Corde down to gon 
Into .the Erthe there Eiht Anon. 296 

and Riht Anon this Ypocras tho 
a strong vessel he fastenid therto, 
and sette hym self there with-Inne, — 
Now here was toward A schrewed gynne ! — 300 

and to that lady he made A signe, 
and they vpe hym drowh wtt7t gret pyno, 
this lady and hire Owne Cosyn 
be whom was wrowht this fals Engyn. 304 

and whanne thys was drawe^i ny ype An hy, 
the Corde they fastened ful Craftyly 
that heyhere ne lowhere ne myhte he gon, 
but there, heng Ypocras Al A Ion. 308 

thanne seide this lady to ypocras Anon 
" let se what joure phelesophie Can don 
Owther vpe to brynge, outher down Agayn ; 
^e scholen it now preven In Certein." 312 

And whanne that ypocras beheld Al this 
that thus scho hadde hym deceyved I-wys, 



Wheahii me 
are asleep, 
he goes out. 



Md the lady IMt 
down Uie cord. 



Tpocraagets 
Intotbe 



tho lady and her 
consin draw him 
nearly up. 



and then faaton 
tbooord, 



and ask him, 
if hl« philoeophy 
can got him up 
or down. 
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cilxxxvl] poor doctor ypocras is hung up in a basket to cool. 29 



he ne wiste what forto do, 
Nethir howh down pat he myhte go ; 
for jif to the Erthe he fyl A down, 
thanne were it fully his Confuciown : 
So Al Nyht thus Ypocras lefte there 
ful sore I-Angred In divers Manere. 
And on the Morwe whanne it was day, 
themp«resse Owt At the 3ate toke hire way 
hire to dLsporte and forto pleye 
(as I sey 30W now certeynlye) 
and with hire a gret Meyne, 
bat of Al this jit wiste not sche. 

and whaime the peple of Eome town 
Erly vp Eysen al In vyrown, 
And beheld to this towr An hy, 
ihanite sien they there ful veraylly 
A man that there heng In a vessel — 
they myhte^i him sen Everydel, — 
and they supposide Everychon 
that be themparours Comaur^dement was it don, 
and supposid that it hadde be sum Malfetour 
that was for-Iogged vppon that towr ; 
So that non of themperowrs Men 
Njgh that vessel dorste Come?} then. 

thanne so ful of schame this Ypocras was 
that Men so vppon him wondrid In that plas, 
So that word dorste he speken non 
To the peple that hym loked vppon, 
and Evere wende the peple Everichon 
that themp^rour it hadde I-don, 
and for>Iuged hym to his ded 
be asent of alle the Cowrtes Eed. 
Thus Alle the leve longe day 
Tpocras there heng wiih-owten delay. 

and at Even whanne them^erour Cam horn 
and his Meyne Everychon, 



TpoonwdoMn't 
know what to do, 
1 6 (being anable to 
■wann ap a rope.) 



320 andiBTery 



324 



328 



All the people see 
him hanging. 



332 



336 



and luppoie him 
to be a male(hctor. 



340 



344 hmignpbyihe 
Emperor's orders. 



348 
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30 DOCTOB TPOCRAS 18 TAKEN DOWN, BUT WON*T TELL. [CH. ZXXVI. 



Th«Bnp0ror 
aski who it ii^ 
and i* told it Is 
Ypocraa. 



The Emperor 
' Take him down, 

and if other 
philoaopbera ' 
have done this, 
they ahall repeot 
It.' 



Tpoona won't 
tell how he got 
then. 



The two Images 
are broken. 



Tpoeras ataja in 
Boom. 



And whanne that he was down Alyht, 

Of that vessel he hadde Anon A ayht, 352 

And Axede ' who that there-Inne was.' 

*' Sire," they Seiden, ''it is ypocras 

whom ^e han don so Mochel honour, 

and now he hangeth vppon jone town 356 

and, Sire, we ne weten what he hath Misdo 

that vppon jone towr is fordemed so." 

" let him down," quod the Emperowr anon, 

" and I wile wete how this doth gon ; 3G0 

And ^if Oihere felesophies this han do, 

with-owten My leven hym demen so, 

they scholen forthenken it Everychon 

So that of hem Schal Skapen Neu^re on." 304 

So wenten they Into the towr Anon, 
The Emperowrs Comaundement forto don, 
and leten hym down ful Sofbelye. 
thanwe thempeiour Axede hym In hye ; 3C8 

but for non thyng that he Cowde seyn, 
Ypocras Isolde hym tellen In Certain, 
'' wel Sire," thanne quod the Emperour, 
** Sethen I may not Enowen of joura langour 372 

[See note^fp. 19. TTie lady shows-up Tpoeras^ and he 

my 8 he'll leave Rome if the images are not taken away. ] . 
[then] themparour forth wente Anon, 
and Into his Chamhre gan to gon. 376 

thanne Anon The Emperour tho 
Comanded the Ymages to ben broken en two 
Whiche fat there he Made for Ypocras 
and for liis Nevew In that plas ; 380 

but 3it to-broken ne hadden they not ben 
Ne hadde ]i* damyseles speche bei? as I wen. 

Thus dwelled ypocras In Rome Stylle, 
and Every man was feyn to fulfiUen his wille, 384 
Tyl atte laste vppon A day 
that a knyht to Borne Cam perfay 
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31 



Forto sen there the Empeiowr, 

Whiche that was A man of gret honoi^r. 388 

and whanne this knyht hadde I-Ete, 

Anon with the Emperowr gan he Mete ; 

And themperour Axede hym Anon 

« Owt of what Contre he was gon.* 392 

and the knyht hym Answerid ful softely 

** Sire, from lerosalem ful trewely ; 

And )it Sire More Certeynle 

I have ben In >* lond of Galele." 396 

** what tydynges, Sire, bryngen ^e thenne, 

that je welen ys tellen lik as 30 kenne." 

** Sire, I schal )ow tellen the Moste Merveilloos thyng 

that Evere was herd of Ony Man leveng." 400 

" what Mcnreilles ben they/' quod themp^rot^r tho : 

** Siie, I schal )ow telle er that I go. 
A pore Man there is In that Contre 
that manye wondir Menreilles werketh he, 404 

For he is of so gret strengthe and Myht 
that blynde men he maketh to sen ful bryht ; 
the dombe to speke, the lame forto go, 
the woode man he Maketh tame Also, 408 

the def to heren, the dede ype Eyse : 
Al thus doth he, sire. In Menreillous wyse/' 
'' Alle these," quod ypocras Anon tho, 
** Ab wel as he I schal hem alle do." 412 

•' IJay Sikerly, sire," quod the knyht, 
** that schal neuere lyn In joure Myht ; 
For a man blynd bom doth he Maken se, 
and, sire, grettere thinges I telle it the j 416 

For lajarus that was there ded — 
thre dayes & thre Nyht he lay In fat sted — 
and Owt of his tombe he dyde hym gon 
to fom Alle the peple there Anon, 420 

And this doth he be his Owne Myht 
And by his wordis Openly. In Mennys siht.** 
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32 TPOORAS HEARS OF CHRIST, AND MEETS THE KING OF FERSIA. 

" Thanne/* quod ypocras, " sethen it is so 
that 80 manye Merveilles he Can do, 421 

he passeth alle Erthlj Cieataie 
Of Clennesse of wit so good & pure ; 

YpocTMwfflgo I hym wile gon Forto Se 

And he be Swich as ^e tellen Me." 428 

'' Siie Knyht," quod themperour than, 
"What IB his Name tellen me thou kanT' 
" 30 Sekerly, Sire," quod the knyht, 

His n«n« it jmu << lesus of l^a^areth his Name is Eyht. 432 

ofNnxaroth v ^ 

and they holden hym A verray prophete^ 

Certeynly, Sire, As I 30W here be-hete." 
YpocTM^u go " Now Certes," quod Ypocras tho, 
truth About hiBi, *^ Btroyht to Galyle now wil I go, 436 

to knowen of his wit & his poweie 

jif that it be as 30 seyn now here, 

and there the sothe schal I knowe 

Of hym & of me, wit^Inne A throwe. 440 

and jif he konne don More thanne I, 
and be hii I welo ben lus disciple trewely : 

diMlple 

If he finds him and jif I Coune don More thanne he, 

' Myn discyple I wele that he be.'' 444 

and for this same Enchesowne 

wente Ypocias owt of Eome, 

and with hym A ful gret Meyne, 

Tyl that he Cam vnto the See. 448 

and whanne to the see they weren I-gon, 
Tpoeras meete the kyug of peiso there fownden they Anon 
of Persia, with gret Compenyo of Chevaliye, 

grieving for his but Moche Moue they Madeu trewelye, 452 

son Dardsuides 

iinFreneh MS.], aud it was ouly foT the kynges Awntonyes sone 
^^^^ "* that Owt of this world they wenden hadde ben gone, 

whanne Ypocras beheld al this Matere, 

Of his Mule he Alyht A-down there, 456 

and dressed hym Into that partye 

where that theke Cors lay Sekerlye j 
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and In giet sorwe fond he there the kynge, 
and AUe his Meyne ful sore Momenge. 
and whanne this body he hadde beholde. 
Anon the Clothes he dyde On-folde, 
And took there A letwarye ful good 
that thike Maladye there with-stood, 
and Into his Mouth he putte [it] Anon. 
And £r he Eveie thens gan gon, 
With A lowd voys the Child gan to Crye 
that Al the peple it herde Sekerlye. 
thamze 'Rowte they AUe Abowtes Tpocras, 
and seiden that this A fair Miracle was. 

Thanne seide Tpocras to the kyng, 
" and J)<ra wilt grauwten me my ferste Askyng, 
be to-Morwen thi sone schal hoi be 
In Al degres, As thow Schalt se," 
thanne swor the kyi^g be his Creaunce Anon 
* that Alle his peticions scholden ben don.' 
So thanne wrowht this Ypocras 
that on the Morewero the Child Al hoi it was, 
thanne seide the peple there Abowte 
that he to god Aperede w/t7i^0wten dowte. 

thanne there Abod he ful longe In londe 
wtt^ the kyng Of perse, as I yndirstonde^^ 
Tyl Atte laste be the kynges wille 
the kyng jaf his dowhter hym vntylle ; 
And there Mad he ful Eyal Maryage 
As longed to A lady Of hyre pvage, 
and As gret worschep^, I vndirstond, 
as he hadde ben kyng of Ony lond, 

Thanne Sente ypocras forth anon 
Messengeris As faste As they Cowde gon 
Aftyr his £adir & Moder Certeyn tho 
"With his Ojier frendis to Come?^ vnto, 
Forto Axen hem Consaille 
Into what Contre it myht best Avaylle 

ORAAL. — VOL. 11. 3 
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TPOCRAS BUILDS A CASTLE ON HIS ISLAND. [oH. ZZZYI. 



HehMnofan 
island in th« 



And goes there 
with all hifl 
belongings. 



HehaildsaoaaUe, 
with a splendid 



and a magio bed. 



which cares 
everybody who 
is laid ou it. • 



that he myhto beste herberwed to be, 

Into Most temperable place Abowtes ]i* see, 496 

Owther In ony yl that were delitable 

be y see ofer be lond withrovden fable. 

thanne A Maister Schipman gan forth to gon, 

And told hym of An yl In the Se Anon 50O 

that More temp^able than Othere it was, 

Fer be west, and In what plas. 

Thanne Schepyd ypocras Al his good Anon, 
And thedirwaid gan faste forto gon, 504 

and with him his frendes & his wif Also, 
To this same Yl Alle gonnen they to go. 
and whanne Sawf that he was there, 
his wyf, his frendes, and Al his good In fere, 508 

and Alle Sanf weren thedyr gon, 
Ful Mochel loye they Maden Anon, 
thanne werkmen let he Ordeynen Anon, 
And Made A Castel Of lym & ston ; 512 

and with-Inne that Castel An halle he Made, 
pere-hine his frendes forto glade ; 
the dore there-oflTen it was red goold. 
As Any Man there it Myhte be-hoold, 51 S 

and ful I-pyht with precyous stones ; 
And Ek the pyler with-Inne for f * Nones 
was of Marbyl, I-kouered with gold & Asuro 
ful Richely wrowht, I 30W Ensure. 520 

and there-Inne A bed he let dyhte, 
the Moste wondirful that Ony man Myhte ; 
For there weren In so manye stones of vertwe 
whiche that weren bothe good & trewe ; 524 

For Ony man that Syk fer onne lith^, Sekerlye 
ho Schal be kouered of Alle Maladye. 
Lo this hows made ypocras be this Enchesoun, 
That his wyf scholde don hym non distrocciouTi, 528 



This word is added abore the line by a later hand. 
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l^ethir be poysown ne be non yenym> He la aihiid that 

that non Maladje Scholde Comen to hym. poiMmhim; wIm 

»t Also More there let he tho Make Buk« amaffie 

eapb 

A Cowpe to diynken In for his Owne Sake, 532 

that ^if Ony poysown there Inne were don, which dMtn>j» 

Al the Strengthe it scholde lesen Anon. 

but Evere his wyf was prowd In herte, 
And of hire hoebonde sche hadde gret smerte, 536 

For that sche was so hygh Lbore, 
And sche thowhte On hym sche was but lore ; 
Therfore sche hated hym ful dedly, Hia wi* hatM 

him pii^ 

and purposed hym to Slen Al prevyly. 540 

Ful strong poysown sche gan to Make, 

Only Al for hire lordis Sake, 

and took bred, & In the poysown it putte, 

And took A dogge for to £ten Itte, 544 

So that the dogge thanne deyde Anon, 

and ded lay Stylle As ony Ston. ^ 

And whanne lus wyf hadde prevyd Al thys, 
thanne was hire herte ful of Blys ; 548 

And took it to hire lord Ypocras 
As he At his Sopere was, 
And In his Cowpe was it put tho : 
but Al the strengthe Anon was Ago. 552 

thanne ypocras took y Cowpe Anon 
and drank peroSen Amongs hem Echon, 
but pere offen hadde he non disseise ; 
Wherfore his wyf gan there to mysplese. 
And took the Cuppe In hire bond Anon, 
and Ryht faste gan loken there yppon. 
thanne Axed Sire Ypocras Anon there 
* Why sche it beheld In Swich Manere.' 
** Sire, for it is So Riche A thyng, 
therfore I have per offen so gret MerveiUeng." 
" Certes, dame," quod Ypocras tho, 
f* In Al this world ben Swiche no mo ; 564 
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36 TP00RA8*S WIPE THROWS HIS ANTI-POISON CfUP AWAY. [cH. XXXVI. 

For what poysown fat there-Inne be doney 

It leseth al the strengthe Eyht Anone, 

For Nenere Man schal Empeyred be, 

That here-Offen drynketh, Siker mown 30 be." 568 

And whanne sche beheld Al this Cas, 
how that he from deth A-sckaped was ; 

sbt it T«i7 T«xt wherf ore sche Made f ul gret Momeng 

that hire Craft ne hadde non Ofer werkyng ; 572 

For As longe As he the Cowpe hadde wtt^wten faille, 
wel wyste sehe hire werkyng nolde not Availle. 

One d«j the So that sche Aspyde vppon A day 

throwtthtenp jr./ jtit 

fiur into tho mhu whanno non of hire Meyne was In p* way, 576 

And Caste this Cowpe In to See 
Also fer As sche myht don it fle. 
and whanne ypocras his Cowpe dyde Mysse, 
thanne ws^s his herte In gret distresse ; 580 

and faste he Azede ' where it was don,' 

n The French text but of hem Alle ne wyste neu^re on*. 

■endR him to vieit 

the Kinicof Pereu " So Aftyr it happed vppon A day 

MaeUe.] that 3rpocias In his Chambers wyndowe lay, 584 

and his wyf be hym Also 

Lyggeng And talkyng, bothe two. 

And As he loked toward the grownde, 
TpocraeBhowthia he Sawh A wyldo Sowe In that stownde ; 588 

Wift A wild BOW, ", .. t ' t M t • 

" dame,' he seide, " sy ^e this beste here 
that walketh benethe In this Manere f '' 
" ^e, Sire," sche seide M Sekerly, 
" what Meneth that beste, I jow prey 1 " 592 

" dame," he Seide, " I schal the telle : 
ftnd laya nny one that beste wolde now Ony man qwelle 

would die, •' ^ 

who aie of ita that there-offon £te, it is so vnkynde. 

And ))erto so hot as I have In Myiide." 596 

" Now, is that trewe. Sire," thanne quod sche. 
" 3e, dame," he seide thanne, " ful Sykerlye." 
Anon A-down sche gan hire to dresse, 

m^e^Roe. to her ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^.^ q^^^^^ -^^^^ ^qq 
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" Sizt thou," sche seide, '' this beste here 
that walkyth thiis In this Manere 9 " 
" je, lady," he Seyde " that wel I do." 
'' thanne faste Anon that thou hym slo, 
and that to Sopeid that he be dyht, 
for my loid it loveth with Al his Myht." 

Anon he dyde hire Comandement, 
and to the Soper was bom present 
and wharnie ypocras ^eroffen hadde Ete, 
Ful faBte for peyne he gan to swete, 
and seide, '^ dame, I may not be save 
but y£ of the water that I have 
That this flesch was Soden Inne. 
dame, I Am ded, ne^ more ne Mynne." 
thanne Cowntenaunce Made sche Anon 
That the water Al a wey was don* 
Thanne Anon the Cook let he Calle, 
Of |)* water to geten hym, what myhte be falle, 
*' Owther biinge me there it is Cast, 
Gather ellis I deye, And that In hast." 

thanne to thike place was he browht, 
but of the water ne myhte he geten nowht 
And whanne Ipocras say that it was so, 
And that Al the water was A-go, 
" dame," he seide, '' thow hast me Slayn 
Ful falsly here In Certayn. 
for that man Is born In non londe/ 
(As In My wit I vndirstonde) 
that Kan be war of wommens wyle. 
So ful they ben of qweyntise & Gyle." 
thus falsly was here Ypocras ded 
thorwh his wyves false Eed. 

Thanne his &endis there Anon 
leten write vppon his tombe ston, 
In what Manere that he was ded 
Thorwh his Mae wyves Bed ; 
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DR TPOCBAS'S CASTLE IS DESTBOTD. [cH. ZXXVII. 

whiche tomLe was so Eyaly dyht, 

that neuere myht Comprehende In Mamies Miht 

Swich Anothir tombe to Make 

As there was don for Ypocras sake. 640 

thanne the Kyng of Babyloyne Cam tho, 
Sc gret distroccion gan there do ^ ; 
and thus In this Maner As I 30W say 
Swich Eichesse was ])ero be thike day, 644 

and swich Strengthe & swich Bewte 
As here to fore 30 han herd seyn me. 



CHAPTER XXXVIL 

OF THB TBMFTATIONB OF THB TWO MESSENGERS AND 

THE damsel; and of their meeting with 

MORDRBTNS, NASGIENS, AND CELIDOTNE^. 

How the Messengers and the Damsel are much cast down (p. 39, 
40), and how she declares she must die for hunger (p. 4 1 ). 
They see the sea on fire, and a flaming ship comes to the 
Island (p. 41, 42) ; but the flame dies out, and they find a 
loathly man on board, as black as any shoe (p. 42), who 
says he is come to take them from the island if they will 
do homage to him (p. 43). The messengers ask who he 
is, and what his name is (p. 43, 44). He answers, l%e WUe 
Serpentf and renews his offer of saving them (p. 44). 
The damsel refuses it, for which he reproaches her as both 
'fool and caytyf * (p. 44), and tells them they shall die on 
the rock (p. 45). One of the messengers declares they 
will trust in Jesus (p. 46), and the black man departs. 
They go up to Tpocras's house, talk over the matter, and 
conclude that their tempter was the devil (p. 46, 47). 
After sleeping, they pray Christ for help (p. 47, 48), and 
see a vessel coming with *a fair old man* on board ; 
whom they greet (p. 48), and tell him they trust in God 
to help them. He confirms them in their faith (p. 49). 
The damsel assents, but suggests that they have * susten- 
ance non, but the eyr, the see, and rock of ston ' (p. 49). 
One of them tells the old man of * The Wise Serpent,* and 

' pour ypocras, que il auoit hai trop mortelement 
' The heading of the illustration to this Chapter (fol. 48 b. 
col. 2), in the Additional MS. 10,292, is ' Ensi que li noirs hons 
en j. nef fu deuant le maison Ypocras qui estoit tout depechies.* 
On the two side-planks of the black man's boat is written 
* fautifie sui apelles, et de nus bons ne sui ames.* 
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CH. 2UULVII.] THE MESSENGERS AND KING LABEL'S DAUGHTEB. 39 

asks who he was (p. 60). The old man tells them that he 
was ' The verray serpent of helle,' and that if they had 
trusted his ship, ft would have drowned them, as it was 
one of his * Mynistres whereupon that enemy rode * (p. 60, 
61). The old man assures the damsel that she shall be 
taken from the island (p. 61), and then vanishes, leaving 

* a Bwetnesse, as thowh alle worldly spyoerye amongs hem 
hadde ben trewelye ' (p. 61). The damsel believes he was 
Christ, or one of His servants (p. 62). They mount the 
rock to sleep again, but the damsel ponders on the means 
of deliverance (p. 62-8). She thinks she hears a cry, goes 
higher up the rock, and sees a great light on the sea (p. 
63). She wakes the messengers, and they all go down, 
and find a lighted ship with 'a fayr damysele' on board 
(p. 63-4), who offers to take them away if they will do her 
bidding (p. 64). She is the 'Lady of Atenys Londe,* 

* the wisest creature * in the world, and the helper of all 
who do her homage (p. 64-6). They agree to worship her 
if she is of their faith ; but on hearing that she is a 
'Paynyme' they refuse (p. 66-6). She becomes angry, 
and asks them what good theyVe got from their new 
faith, — ^nothing but ' peyne and travaille ' (p. 66-7). They 
answer, Christ had travail for them, and so they reck 
not of it (p. 67). She threatens them with death, and 
then vanishes (p. 67). They sleep in Tpocras's house, 
and next morning pray to Christ (p. 68). The ship, the 
old man, and the lion, that had been with Celidoyne, come 
to them (p. 68-9). He promises to take them to king 
Mordreins ' and sire Nasciens * (p. 69). They rejoice, but 
are afraid of the lion (p. 69-60). He urges them to enter 
his ship ; and they do so (p. 60-1). Tlie old man speaks 
'fill swete wordis to the maiden,' and remains himself 
on the rock (p. 61). The messengers and the maiden 
sail away, till on the third day they meet * Mordrayns, 
Nasciens, and Celidoyne ' (p. 61), whose ship they go on 
board of, and the lion-ship goes *as fast away as evere 
flew swalwe in the someris day ' (p. 62). The Messengers 
and Damsel relate their adventures to Nasciens (p. 62). 

Now procedith forthere this Storye, 

and Openly scheweth to Owre Memoryo 

of the Messengeris, And the damysele The matsengera, 

That with hem was,' bothe fayr and Icle. 4 



and the damwl. 



whanne Ypocras hous they hadden longo bcholde, examine Tpo- 



bothe his tombe and the bed Manyfolde, 

and there knewen they be the scryptnre 

In what Maner his deth he gan to Endure, 8 

be the fals Coniottyng Of his wyf 

that 80 falsly Eeved hym his lyf, 



craa's bouse. 
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KINQ label's DAUGHTKB IS IN DISTRESS. [CU. XXXVII. 



and agTM that no 
man can rasisfc a 
wicked woDuui's 
wile. 



Thaj watch for 
aahip. 



and are moch 
downcaat, 



for they hava 
nothing to eat. 



The damsel is 
much dutroMt^ 



where-offen they spoken ful pleyn, 

And seiden that sche was Ma in Certeyn ; 12 

For A^ens A wykked wommans wyle 

May iheie non Man withstonden non while. 

And whanne thus Alle they hadden do, 
Yp to the heygthe of the Roch wenten they tho ; 16 
this was Abowtes the Owr of Mydday 
that Alle these thinges thus they say. 
thanne gonnen they loken Into the se 
Al Abowtes there In £che parte, 20 

jif Owther Schipe Other Galey myhten they sen there 
that hem Myhten Comforten In Ony Manere. 
And thus Alday Abiden they On the Roche An hy. 
As peple that was sore Abascht & ful sory, 24 

For nowher Syen they non Comfort 
that to hem be Ony Weye dide Resort. 
Atte lasts Cam the Kyht rppon tho 
that they ne myhten sen whider to go ; 28 

And bare weren they of Al Man^ of chere, 
For mete ne drynk hadden they non there ; 
And Also ful ferrd from Eche Contre 
Wherby the! myhten sosteyned be, 32 

For Other grace there knew they non 
but there Ryht forto dyen Anon, 
But jif it be bi helpe of f* holy gost, 
Files supposen they there to ben lost 36 

The damysele that ^ong was, & tendre of Age, 
Of hy kyn bom, and of gret parage, 
wel faste sche gan hire to Compleyne, 
and thus to the Messengeris Gan sche seyne, 40 

** Lordynges, ^q taken non kep Of Me 
that thus In distresse Am, as je moune so, 
And thus to my deth han ^e me browht ; 
For In }ow Comfort fynde I Ryht nowht, 44 

Nethyr be thyke god that je Serve, 
Owt of owTe peynes ne doth not swerve ; 
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56 



60 



and but jif oper Cownseil je conne me seyn, 
for honger here schal I deyen In Certeyn, 
£vene to fom 30W, In ^owre syht, 
here schal I deyen Anon ful Kyht ; 
For it is thre dayes ful Agon 
that Mete ne diynk hadde I non." 

And whanne theyherdehirethustomaken hire Mone, 
Cerfceynly they Nyste what forto done ; 
but they Answeryd Anon Agayn, 
and seyden, " damyseley In Certayn 
beleveth the Makyng of ^owra Mone, 
For Of crwyse je Mosten done ; 
bothe with ^oure herte & ^ouie Mowthe 
30 mosten don As we seyn nowthe, 
Clepeth to hym that Of Alle Comfort he is, 
That of jowre peynes he may 30W lya." 
thanne seide the damysele Anon tho, 
'' there is non Man leveng myht sufiren so, 
half so gret peyne As I do here, 
there-fore helpe wolde I han In som Manere ; 
Of what side that Evere it be 
I ne Eowhte, and helpe were Comen to Me." 

And whiles thei weren thus In talkyng. 
Into the See weren they beholdyng, 
where they Syen A gret flawme of fyr, 
And Al the see brenning hem thowhte there ; 
£k Al the see On gret tempest was, 
lyk As the devel hadde ben In that plas. 
thanne seide On of the Messengeris two 
" Sy je now Owht that I here do, 
Methinketh the Se On fyre it is, 
And As bryht fer it brenneth I-wys." 
** In the name of Cryst," quod this Othir tho, 
In 3one fyr A schipe me semeth doth go, 
And that gret peple wit)i-Inne there is, 
As me Semeth with-owten Mys ; 



48 and azp«cU to di« 
ofliiui|{«r. 
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The Me«Mng«ra 
know not what to 
do for King 
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but adTiaa h«r to 
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42 THB FLAMING SHIP AND ITS BLACK OWNEB. [CH. XZXVII. 

and jit me Semeth More verralye 

thab foste hiderward the schip doth hye/' 84 

" Now, par ma fey," quod this-damysele the, 

" Som Maner tydynges Comen Us Unto." 
Thanne Anon In this Mene while, 

Not fuUiche the space of half A Myle, 88 

Tb« flaming ahip^ the schipd Al flawmeng to y Eoche Cam 

whecha that these thre parsones weren vppon. 

and whanne they syen it was so Ny, 
ooniMtothemk. down Of the Eoche they dyden hem hy ; 02 

" Lordynges," quod this damysele tho, 

" down to this schipe now let vs go, 

And to beholden what it may be, 

for this is the same that we gonne se." 96 

Tiiey go down down Of the Boche thanne Comen they Anon, 

to it, 

and the flamM And thus souo al the flawme was Owt don 
that in thike schipe was to fore, 

Al was A-qweynt whanne they comen there. 100 

And whanne to the Eoches poynt they weren gon, 
A Schipe they fownden there riht Anon, 

They And a And with-Iiinen A man of dispetous stature, 

^ ^' And lothly to beholde, I jow Ensure ; 104 

\ J Ful gret and large We was therto, 

black, mtuJiu tbe And thorto As blfl^ As Ony Scho, 

' ' ^' And his Eyen brenneng In his hed 

As thowh it were flawmes of fir so Ecd. 108 

and whanne this damysele he gan beholde, 
he hire grette many folde ; 
and Bche jald hym his gretyng Agayn, 
and so dyden the Messengeris In Certoin ; 112 

but of him ful sore Abascht they were. 
For that he loked so spetously there. 
Than7ie Axede he of hem there 

who iwics thorn * how thider they Comew, and In what Manere, 116 

how they got « « •• . 

tiierap that SO fer from y peple it was, 

And £k &om the lend In Eche A plas.' 
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thanne Answerid that damysele Anon, 

** be persecucioun, hider ben we Gon ; 

and for hunger & thorst here scholen we deye 

but 3if we han Socour hastelye, 

Owther hens that we Mown go, 

And som socour Come vs vnto." 

thanne seide this Man to hem there, 

'' hider Am I Comen In that Manere 

30W to bryngen Owt of this wrake, 

^if that so be homage 30 welen me make." 

And whanne these Messengeris herden tho 
That of homage he spak hem vnto, 
Forto becomen his lige men, 
where-offen sore they MdTreilled then, 
And Axeden what Manere man fat he were 
that of hem homage Axede there, 
" for homage to 30W scholen we non do 
tyl we weten whens je Comen fro." 
" I Am A man Of fer Centre, 
but My lordschepe is In lond & In see, 
that the moste peple Of this world 
Onylich Obeyen to my word, 
And holden me for here Sovereyn lord. 
Of strenkthe, of myht, be here owne Acord ; 
for there Nis no Manxes lordschepe lyvenge 
that lasteth So fer In Al Maner of thinge ; 
And therto I am of so gret powste^ 
that non thing is don On lond ne see 
but Anon that I it do knowe, 
Alle swiche thinges vppon A rowo ; 
Now haven je herd Every del 
Of my power, & what I kan don wcl." 

" Sire," quod these Messengeris tho, 
" And it be As 30 seyn vs vnto, 
we knowen wel .pat there is non man lyvynge 
that hath A qwarter so Mochel Of konnenge, 
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Sauf only oure lord Cryst^ goddis sone, 
that In al the world pere hath he none ; 156 

hut now of on thing to 30W scholen we spelle, 
Th«7Mk hi! what is ^owre Name, that ^e vs now telle," 

name. ^ ^ 

" My name Gladliche now wyl I say ; 
He Is caud the ' The wise Serpent ' mew me clepen Eche day." 160 

Wise Serpent, -vr -o, •• 11 t • ■•*• 

'' Now Certes/ quod thanne this Messengere, 
which they thhik "It is b'most Marvelllous Name bat euere herdeich Ere," 

very odd. '^ ' 

thanne seide this Man A3en tho, 
" Hyder Am I now jow comen vnto, 164 

of joure diseise owt forto brynge 
He egnin offbra to ;if le welen don me homacynge, 

take them ftwiy. ' ^ 

And Into my Schipa )ow*for to take. 
And bringen 30 w owt of Al this wrake." 168 

" Now Certes," quod this damysele tho, 
" jowre Cowntenaujwe, 30wre Chere, doth mo gret wo, 
The damaei ie That I Am SO Afsrd ful Sekerlve 

afreid. •' 

To Comen In jowre Compenye ; 172 

end thiiiki they for Eathere here we scholen Abyde, 

had better stay 

where Uiey are. And here Sufi&en deth At this tyde, 

And jit more grottere distorbaunce 

thanne to vs come jit be Ony chauwce, 176 

Eathere thanne hens we scholen go 

Tyl God vs sende tydynge Mo." 

Whanne this Man vndirstood this tho, 

that thus this damysele spak hym vnto, ISO 

he Answerid here In dispit Ageyn, 

And thus to hire seide anon ful pleyn : 
Then the Black «* ha ! thou womwau, bothen fool and kay tyf, 

Han abuses her, 

that Eekkest now so litel of thy lyf ! 184 

ha, dispitful Creature, 

Vnhappy Ajens al good Aventure ! 

What Eyleth the now In this Nede 

thine Owne lif forto forbede 1 188 

for it is semeng here now to me 

that bettera, Evel than good, louest \ou sekirle. 
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Nedis mosiest thou ben A vromm&n, 

that ne lovest not ho ]>at the helpen kan ; 192 

and here thou Chesest thyn distroccioun, 

And only Eefdsest here thyn savacioun : 

Now from ^ow wile I gon, 

And leven 30W here Al Alon, 196 

Where As je scholen for honger deye, 

And In Myseise ful vtterlye ; 

For a%r this tyme Neuere non 

90W to Ee&eschen hider schal gon, 200 

Wherfor ^e scholen Eepenten ful sore 

that ^e ne welen don Afbyr my lore ; 

bat ^oxae Eepentyng ful late schal be, 

Sethen 30 welen not Trosten on My seignot/re ; 204 

and l^rfore As Caytyves scholen 30 dye, 

As Bchal this Caytyf womman here sodeinlie. 

For at the prykke of deth ben je now here ; 

36 scholen it not sckapen In non Manere 

but that fer hunger Scholen 30 deye, 

and yppon this Eoche lyn openlye, 

and the fowles ^owre flesch scholen Ete, 

For Other Sepulture non ^e gete." 

" Now, Sire," quod a Messenger Anon, 

"wel weten we fat to this Roche of ston 

36 comen hydir vs forto Socoure, 

And therto A man of welthe & of honowre ; 216 

but In Certein we hadden levere to deye 

thanne forto gon In ^oure Compenye ; 

3onie persone and Contenaunce it is so hydows, 

And 3oure lokynge and wordis ben so dispetows ; 220 

For only, Sire, Confownded we ben 

Of the wordis that 30 to vs here seyn, 

that here nedis Mosten we dye 

For Miseise & honger Otterlye ; 224 

And, for thy Compenye that we forsake, 

therfore to Mercy wilt f on vs not take : 
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THB BLACK MAN QOES BACK TO HELL. [CH. XXXVII. 
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but Only In his Mercy we vs affye 

that is Jesus the sone of Maiye, 22d 

And to his Mercy only we vs take, 

For his Servauntes Nele he neuere forsake, 

but vs to Comforten In thia straunge place 

there As non Creature Many day ne wase." 232 

And whanne this Man herde here Answere, 
that to hym they wolden not concentyn there, 
l^ethir graunten non of his Axkynge, 
Anon thens Made he his departynge, 236 

And took forth Eiht In to the se 
there As to Fore tyme he hadde I-be. 

whanne they In the Boch syen al this, 
hem thouhte the Game wente Al Amys ; 240 

thanne syen they to fom the schipa there, 
Grettere tempestes In divers Manere 
be Many fold thanne to fom it was, 
where offen they bascheden In that plas. 244 

For hem thowhte Al the see A fyre hadde I-be, 
So thouhte it to hem tho fill Sekirle ; 
And Also In the Se tho they herde 
A wondirful Noyse, and merveiUously feixie, 248 

as thouhd it hadde ben A Noyse of helle. 
So gan it to Cryen And to jelle ; 
where-offen gret drede they hadden Echon, 
And the Signe of the Croys they maden Anott, 252 
whiche to hem was gret Comfort 
the sonnere to Joye to ben Resort 

and whanne they hadden thus longe lokod there, 



they ne Cowde Aspyen In non Manere, 
I^ethir In the Se Fer ne Ny 
As they cowden Aspyen trewely ; 
thanne from the See with-drowen they tho, 
and A^en vp to the Roch Gonne they go ; 
To the hows where-As dwelde ypocras, 
Ajen they wenten In to that plas, 
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And ihere they seten hem to Reste 

Evene As hem thre hym liked beiste, 264 

and gonnen they to talken Anon •»! teik. 

Of hym fat from the Eoche was gon : 

" be my trowthe," quod the damysele thanne, 

*' I was Nenere so sore Aferd of Manne. 268 

And, weteth wel, lordynges, In Certeyn, 

that nethir honger ne thuist hlEiae I pleyn, 

but &om me it is Al now A-go^ 

that theie offen ne fele I now no Mo.** 272 

Thanne seiden the tothir Messengers Ageyn, 

** It was non Erthly Man In Certeyn, tim m«Meiigm 

- ^ ,, ^ .^ J -11 -r. think thrtrrtaltor 

but that it was owre dedly Enemy wm the dovu. 

that YS hyder Cam forto Aspye, 276 

And Y3 to putten owt of Ryhtful Creaunce, 
3if he it Cowde han don be his fals variaunce/' 

whanne they hadden long Spoken of this thing, 
Thanne fillen they Alle In Slepyng, 280 

what for travaille and for werynesse, 
and what for deseise and gret distresse. 
and whanne On Slepe that they were, 
Non power hadden they to waken there ; 284 

what for fastyng and for febelte, 
they weren so Ouercomen In Eche degre. 

So vppon the Morwen^ whanne it was day^ ThqriiMp tin the 

and the Sonne schon, As Eche Man Say, 288 theil!r*^ ^ 

on hem the Sonne gan forto Schine 
there As they lyen thike same tyme, 
and perto the sonne so hot Schon there 
yppon here faces that Naked were, 292 

So that for the gret hete Anon 
there they wakened Everichon. 
and whanne Awaked fulliche they were, 
To Ciyst they Maden here preyere, 296 »ndth«ypr«yto 

Cbiitt for merpj } 

whiche that was kyng of alle kynges, 
to hym they maden there here Offirynges 
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AN OLD FAIR MAN BAILS TO THE ISLAND. [oH. XXXTII. 
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with wepyng and with terys Sore, 

Evere Axeng Crist ' Mercy and Ore, 300 

that he wolde, Of his specyal grace, 

Som Comfort to senden hem In that place 

where As that they weren In gret peryl, 

fer with-Inne the See In that Exyl.* 304 

And whanne they hadden thus I-don, 
Into the Se they loked fere Anon ; 
thanne Sien where that Cam In the See 
A Fair litel vessel. As thowhten thanne he, 308 

And Evene to the Eoches Poynt 
that vessel was Comen, and therto loynt ; 
And this was Abowtes the Owr of pryme 
whanne this they Aspiden thike tyme ; 312 

and In the vessel was A fair Old Man, 
As thei that tyme behelden than. 
" Now, behold," quod the Messenger tho, 
" I hope goode tydynges ben Comen vs to, 316 

For here is Aryved An Old Man 
that som Comfort tellen vs kan." 

thanne Of the Roch down gonne they go, 
and this good Man Comen they vnto ; 320 

thanne whanne they gonne this good man Aspye, 
An Old Awncyel Man he was Otterlye ; 
but }it Al this not withstondyng 
he was a fair Man with Owten lesjmg. 324 

And Anon As they hym Sye, 
they hym gretten ful Curteislye ; 
And he hem jald here Gretjmg 

Ryht ful Onestly and ful plesyng, 328 

and hem Axede Eyht Anon 

* how Into fat place they weren gon.' 
And they hym Answeryd Anon Ryht, 

• that be adversite thedir weren they dyht, 332 
Fer from Men, and from vytaille, 

that In poynt Of deth they weren saun) faille ; 
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For but }if god do hem Som socour, 

we ben not Able to lyven On Owr ; 336 

And jif he wele to vs his Connseyl sende, 

thanne ben w& seker of An Ende, 

that we scholen Asckapen heyl & Sownd 

As Evere we wenten on Ony grownd,' 340 

Whanne the goode man herde hem thus seyn^ 
" Forsothe, sixes," quod he, " and In Certeyn 
And je holden Alwej this Cieawnce 
Stedfastly wtt^wten variaunce, 344 

Owt of this yl I schal 30W don biynge 
jif 90 In 30wre feyth ban non varyenge ; 
For trosteth me wel verraylye, 

that he wil not 30W foT^eien sekerlye ; 348 

Ne no» that hym don Ony Servyse 
he wil not forjeten In non wyse." 

'' Ha, Sire," quod this damysele tbo, 
^' 1 beleve fat trowthe ^e sein me vnto ; 352 

but, siie, and we longe dwellen here, 
we scholen thanne dyen Al In fere ; 
For Sekir, ofer sustenaunce haven we non 
but the £yr, the See, and Eoch Of ston." 356 

" 36, damysele," quod this goode Man, 
'' 9it have thou non drede not for than ; 
For for3eten scholen 3e not be 

And 36 welen ban hym In Memore, 360 

that non Maner of thing ne wil forgete, 
Kethir his Servauntes he Wil not lete." 

" Now, swete Sire," quod on of these men tho, 
" So telle vs on thyng Er that 3e go." 364 

" let se, sey on," quod this good Man, 
^' And I schal tellen what that I kan." 

" Sire, Abowtes the hygh Mydnyht 
here haddeu we a wondirful syht : 368 

To V8 here Cam A Merveillous wylit, 
and seide * that he was a Man of Myht/ 

ORAAL.— VOL. ir. 4 
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50 'thb WI8B serpent' was the devil himself, [ch. zzxvu. 

and seide that for yb I-Comen he was, 

vs for to bryngen Owt of this plas, 372 

and vs to Saven from Alle peryl, 

And Sownd to bryngen vs owt of fis Exyl, 

& therto A man Of gret power, 

and that his lordschepe lasted bothe fer & ner ; 376 

More Ouer therto, A wondirful Name, 
«r tiwTiiitor til* « The wyse Serpent,' A Man of fame ; 

therto he was the leythest Man 

that on Creature Myhte loke vppon ; 380 

and th^ want u> And for that Cause we desiren wel sore 

know who ha , -.^ -, . 

was. To weten what Man that it wore. 

•* Of hym I kan ^ow ful wel telle, 

And of his CondiciouTis I kan 30W spelle : 384 

vndirstondith what I schal Seye : 
• It la tiie devu It is Mannes disceyvowr Sekerlye ; 

And with his coniettyng & his falsnesse 

Al day men biyngeth he In distresse ; 388 

that han goddis semblaunce & his kynde, 

hem forto Spillen, that is his Mynde. 

but, Seris, jit More I schal 30W telle, 

It was the verray Serpent of helle 392 

that Cam forto vysyten here jow, 

and seide that he cam for jowre prow ; 

but feythfully now trosteth to Me, 
and itjon had And ^ In his vessel hadde I-be, 396 

gona with him, ha mm-, •, -, t -l i^x 

would hava In-to the So he scholde 30W han Cast, 

And there jow drenched Anon In hast ; 
for tha ship waa For js weuden A schipe that it hadde be, 
•naofhiaapiriu. ^^^^ it uas uot So ful Sekerle ; 40O 

but Anothir schrewed Enemy it was. 

On of his Mynestres In that plas, 
onwhiofahaioda; where vppon that Enemy Eod 

Also longe As here with jow Abod ; 404 

and if you had therefore, and with hym haddcTz je gon, 

ffona, you had all 

pariaht,' jc hadde ben persched Everychon ; 
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For lie is of 80 fah beheste 

— As wel to tlie leste as to the Meste — 408 

For 30W Into peynes scholde he han bro'wht, 

For oyer Socour Cowde he don jow nowht. 

Kow I have jow told In Al degre 

Of that Enemy, & what is he ; 412 

therfore beth war In Alle Manere 

}if ony More he Come to vysiten jow here ; 

And beth war fat he disceyve 30W nowht, 

2fe for non thing chonge not 30wre thowht." 416 

" Ha, Sire, jit," quod this damysele tho, 
" Telleth me on thing Er that ^e go.*' 
" Gladlich, Sey on," quod this good Man, 
« I schal jow telle Al that I kan." 
" Sire, owt of this Roche scholde we Euere go, 
Owther ony Man to helpen vs Comew vnto." 
** je," quod this good man ryht Anon, 
" Owt of this Eoche scholen je gon, 
and here not longe forto Abyde 
jif 30 ben stedfast In Eche tyde, 
and defenden 30W &om y ferst Enemy 
That to 30W wile Comew wel Sotely ; 428 

but beth Alweye of stedfast creaunce 
Inne hym that is non variaunce, 
And he hens will thanne 30W brynge 
jif 30 dwellyn stille In good levenge." 432 

Anon As he this word hadde Seyd, 
he was Agon with-Inne A breyd, 
that Kether hym ne his vessel 
Ke Cowden they Sen neucre a del ; 436 

but the grettest swetnesse that Evere was, 
with hem there lefte In that plas, 
As thowh Alle worldly Spycerye 
Amongs hem hadde ben trewelye. 440 

Than gonne they to-gederis to speken Anon 
Of the good man that from hem was gon, 
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COMFORT OF THE OLD UAN's VISIT. [CH. ZZXTII. 
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And seiden that greth Comforted they were 
thonvh the goode wordis that he Bpak there. 444 

" In feith," quod the damysele tho^ 
*' AUe my Sorwe and kare it is a-go ; 
and Of on thing I do jow hehete, 
Thowgh In Al tliis world were there non Mete, 448 
So with his wordis fulfild I am 
that he to me seide whamie he Cam ; 
¥or Anon as I loked hym vppon, 
Myn hunger and thurst was A-gon, 452 

and Al my deseise tho Everydel ; 
and she thinks it And berfore I beleve Ry ht wel 

imwt have been ' " 

Jesus Christ, that this Is he of whom ^e spelle, 

Jesus Crist, kyng of Erthe and helle, 456 

Other Elles On of his Seriauw3e 

that hider Cam vs to Avaunce." 

thanne seiden the Messengeris tho, 

" they ne wiste how it myhte go, 460 

but that it were goddis sonde 

To Maken hem fre that weren bonde ; 

For now, afbyr this grete drede. 

Comfort wehan In this Stede ; 464 

and as Mochel as of the ferste we weren Agast, 

this good man vs hath comforted In hast" 
Thus Al that dai they gonne to speke 

Of thike good Man So lowly & Meke, 468 

and seiden hem was happed good Aventure 

Of tho tydynges that weren so sure ; 

So that Al day Abyden they there 

Tyl it gan to dirken Everywhere. 472 

and whanne to the Even it was comen Ageyn, 
They ero to rest in Ajeu vpe to b* Eoche they wentew Certeyn, 

thehooseof \ \ ^ y i 

Tpocras, and wen ten A^en to the same place 

There As Ipocras I-beryed wace : 476 

So there Alle thre they gonnen hem Reste 
In swich place as that hem liked beste. 
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So irhanne it was abowtes Midnyht, 
ike Messengeres Slepters, I the plyht ; 480 

bat the damysele Al wakyng was bat the damMi 

At theke tyme, so was hire gras ; 
For Evere sche lay, & hire bethowhto 
how }at Alle this thing ben Mowhte 484 

As towching here deliueraunce, 
In what Manere schold ben here channce. 
& as sche thus In thenkenge fere lay^ 
hire ]>owhte sche herde«A wondir fray 488 w^ bom a ftvj, 

and a oiy* 

And A wondir despetows Cry, 

BO fat sche was A-f erd fill Sekerly, 

for sche thowhte pat Cry was hire Ner. 

and Anon ypward sche dressede here ther, 492 

and heyere on y Eoche gan sche to go, 

Forto weten ho there was tho ; 

For owther man owper wommanne 

It was that so ferde thanne. 496 

and whann6 yppon the Eoch sche was An hy, 
thanne say sche Atte Eoches banke trewly 

wondir gret ly ht J^ere In the see, wm a ught in fba 

where-ofifen sche wondred what it myhte be. 600 

And whanne sche hadde thus I-do, 

and to the Messengeris gan sche to go, and oaiis the 

and faste vppon hem sche gan to Calle, mwwngww- 

and tolde hem what Aventure was befalle, 504 

* how that to hem was comen there 
Wondir gret lyht In qweynte Manere ; ' 
thanne down of the Roch wenten they Alle thre 
Forto weten what it myhte be. 508 

and whanne down they weren comen Echon, They go down th* 

rock, and find a 

A wondir fair schip behelden they Anon, beaatifiii ihipk 

and In Maner as of Manye torches lyht, 

— ^Al thus it Semede there to here siht, — 612 

and ful of Bichesse hem thouhte it was. 

The worthiest that myhte ben In ony plas ; 
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withaiuriadjin and there Inne was A fayr damyscle 

that to hem semede bothe swete & lele ; 516 

And gret lust they hadden hire to beholde, 
peaf 60] To hem semed sche so fair Many folde. 

And whanne they hire Gonnew to Se, 

Anon they hire gretten Alle thre ; 520 

And sche hem 3ald here gretyng tho 

In swich A Manere As sche cowde do. 
who Mks how thanne Axede sche of hem Anon, 

they got thisre ? 

' how In to that place that they were/i gon.' 524 

than7te answerid they sone A-geyn, 
' be wondirful Aventures, In Certeyn ; 
and here Abiden ^edis we Mote 
til som Aventure come, Ofer som bote.* 628 

" Certes," quod the damysele of y schipe tho, 
" hard Aventwre is Comenge 30W to, 
For hens be ^e neuere lik to gon 
In helthe of body, of flesch, ne bon ; 532 

for je ben so fer from Eche Contre, 
Supposing to non Man that here ^e be ; 
but Neuertheles jit not for than 
(In as moche that 30 han semblau7ice of Man,) 536 
and oflrento take of ^ow I haue now ful gret pyte : 

them with bar, o jr./ y 

and jif 30 welen, ^e scholen gon with Me, 

and Into Sauf place with me scholen je go 

If they will do her jif myn Comandement welen je do ; 540 

commands. 

and I wele Axen jow non Other thing 
but as Alle mew to me don fat ben lyveng." 
They eay they and they seiden that * with good wille 

will do anything 

reasonable. hire Comandeme7;t wolden they fulfille 544 

^if it to hem semede thing Eesonable, 
and that to hem it Myhte ben profitable. 

thanne spak y damysele of the schip Anon, 
" I schal 30W tellen what 30 scholen don : 548 

She tells them she But f crst I do vou to vudtTstonde 

is the Lady of 

Athens, that I am Lady of Atcnys Londe, 
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And Myn is holiche al that Centre — 

bothe Castel & town, lond & See — 652 

so that I knowe wel In Myn Entent, 

that In Al this world here present 

Nes non so Eiche Man ne woniTnan, 

Sekerly, As Reherse'the now i Can. 556 

therto I am the wisest Creature 

that In this world is, I the Ensure ; 

For Alle thing that In the world is don, 

I hit knowe thanne Eiht Anon ; 

And 3if Ony peple In Angwisch be, 

I hem Owt hrynge ful Certeinle ; 

and whanne they ben In peryl of ded^ 

thanne I hem socoure In that sted ; 

thus Alle that Evere that homage will me do, 

Riht Anon Socour I sende hem to. 

This thing I sey to 30W now here, — 

jif je welen don In this Manere, 

And homage here me forto don. 

In to my schip« I schal 30W taken Ano??, 

and leden 30W thanne In-to swich A place 

that is ful of ioye and ful of grace.'' 

and whauTie they herden hire thus speke, 
Echo to oper here hertes gonnen breke, 
and Axeden Cownceyl of this thyng, 
what were best fore here leveng. 576 

" be my trowthe," quod the ton Messengere, 
" And it be As sche telleth ys here, 
and therto and sche be of oure lay, 
we scholen hire worschepen this ylke day ; 580 

and with here thanne wele we' go 
Into, what Contre she wele leden ys to ; 
but jif of Anothir lay that sche be, 
we wilen hire forsaken Sekerle ; 584 

for owre Creauwce sche wolde don vs to reneye, 
and to beleven On hire fals feye ; " 
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for that was the most thing lu here thowht, 
that here Creaunce forsaken wolden they nowht 588 j 

ud ask her whai thanne Axeden they hire In the schipe thanne, 

her&ithis, 

" Of what Creawnce ben je," seide?* they, " womTwanJie, 
■nd what she and what with vs 26 wolden don, 

would do with ^ A n» eft-^ 

thenu and we to 30ure homage consentew Anoni 592 

" that schal I ^ow seyn w/t/i-Inne wordis fewe, 

Al myn purpos vppon A rewe : 

Ferst I schal jow tellen At this tyme 
She la a Paynim, that I am Ryht A Worthy Paynyme, 596 

The Eichest that is In Al that lond, 

As I do 30W here to vndirstond ; 
and wishes to uke and )if that homage je welen me do, 

them to her ooan- . _ _ . ^ . it n #«/\/v 

try. With me Into }ai Contre scholen je go." 600 

" In feyth, damysele," qnod the ton Messengere, 

" sethen we knowen so mochel of 30W here, 

that je be not of Oure Creaunce, 

Thtj refliae we aow forsaken with Owte?» variauTice ; 604 

to go with her 

also we forsaken joure Compenye, 

For 30 mowun not socouren vs trewlye." 

" Thanne," qnod J* damysele of J' schipe tho, 

jif it so be that I from 30W go, 608 

Neuere geten je helpe ne Socour 

jow to bryngew owt of this langoor ; 

For je ben so fer from Eche contre, 

that here for honger scholen deyen je." 612 

thanne answered they Anon Ageyn, 
for th^ would " that lever they hadden to deyen certeyn 

father diet than go . 

In her oompaoy. thaniie to goH In hire compenye ; 

here only god to wraththen Sekerlye, 616 

hos lawe & hos Greannce 

we welen kepen wt't/i Owten yariaunce." 
•Oh caned " 0, CuTsed kaytyves," quod this damysele tho, 

damsel, "^ * " lyhat Ese doth jowre Creaunce jow to, 620 

•your futh has Qfer the Cristendom that je han take 1 
trouble.'^ '^* For sethen han je ben In wo & wrake ; 
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and sethen 30 leflen joure feist lay 

36 han had Sorwen Inowh £che day, 

and In peyne & travaiUe han 30 be, 

and so scholen 30 Contenwen sikerle." 

** Of travaylle," quod the ton Messengere, 

** we taken non chaige, non of vs here ; 

For of Travaille Ensample han we 

Of Jesus that be-Cam Man Erthle, • 

For he was nevere yriih owten travaille 

vs A3en to biggen S&un^ faille ; 

for he travailled tyl he was ded, 

Man-kynde to byen from th* qwed. 

Therefore, 3if we his Servauntes wilen be, 

thanne neper of peyne ne travaille ne rekken we ; 

In this world to sa£&en AUe Manere distresse, 

In hevene f orto haven Joye that is Eudelesse ; 

And for this cause damysele, Sekerly, 

vs ne Rekketh to travaylle bodyly ; 

for travaille owre lord scheweth to vs, 

whiche that is Maryes sone, Jesus." 

And whanne sche herde hem thus Answere, 
Anon to wraththen sche gan hire there ; 
" 30 cursed Caytyves, now wel I se 
that In sorwe it liketh 30W forto be 
More thaihne In £se, Other In Eeste, 
thus semeth Me it liketh 30W beste ; 
therfore hens now wyle I go, 
And leven 30W here In peyne & wo, 
For of non man here geten 30 socour. 
So scholen 3e deyen In wo and langoi^r ; 
and thanTie the bryddes of the £yr 
To 30ure bodyes scholen repeyr." 

So wente sche thens thanne Anon, 
and forth Into the see gan sche gon, 
and they Afbir hire lokeden there, 
but sche was vansched I qweynt Manere. 
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Thairne Ano?i tomed they vp Ageyn 
Tiieyrieepin To ypocias hows In Certeyn, 660 

And there sleptew Alle thre witA owtew dowte 

Tyl on the Morwe they myhten sen hem Abowte. 
and on the Morwe, whan it was pryme, 

they Awoken Alle thre thanTie In good tyme, 664 

and thanne vpwardis they gonnen hem dresce, 

and In god they putten here Sekemesse, 

knelyng a-down vppon here kne 

Into the Estward fill Sekerle ; 668 

The n«xtdv they and there they Maden here preyere 
chrut, To Jesus Cryst so leef an dere, 

' that he wolde of his grete Mercy 

hem Comfort to senden hastely, 672 

nottoforgrtthcm. and that he wolde not hem forgete 

there to dyen for fawt of Mete ; 

but As the fadyr Socoureth the child, 

so do je vs, goode lord, bothe mek & myld.* 676 

and whanne they hadden Mad here preyere, 

Estward A3en8 the sonne lokeden they there 

Ful fer Abrod Into the Se ; 

A lytel thing there thowhte thanne syen hee, 680 

but from hem It was so fer 

that they ne Cowde knowen In non Maner 

What it was, ne what it Myhte be, 

Til Abowtes Midday Sekerle ; 684 

be that tyme it was to hem comen so ny, 

that they hadden knoweng sekerly 
AUuieTeMei that a h'tel vessel thanne it was, 

oomeetoUierock, 

whiche thedir was comjen In to fat plas, ' 688 

and to the Roche there it dyde Applye ; 

and they hem down hyede ful hastelye 

forto Sen what thing it were 

And what thing fer Inne was there. 692 

and whauTie they weren tho comen Adown, 
Abowtes ham they loked In-virown, 
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And behelden this vessel Every del ; 
and there Inne An Old man bothe fair & lei ; 
and with hym browhte In Compenye 
A lyown that loked ful Egerlye, — 
and it was the same lyown 
that to fore tyme was with Celidoine, 
and Also the Same vessel 
That celidoyne in wente Every deL 
and whanne they behelden this trewly, 
Eche on other lokede ful ferfoUy ; 
Eor gret wonder they hadden tho 
how that faira man wiiJi y lyown dorste go. 
thanne Axede hem this olde Man Anon, 

* how they Into that contre weren gon.* 
they hym Answerid Anon a-geyn, 

* that be goddis wille it was, Certeyn ; 
and whanTie that Goddis wille it were, 
Owt of that Eoche scholden they gon there." 
" Certein," quod this old Man tho, 

" And je wi't^ me welen now go 
In this vessel with this lyown, 
I schal 30W sbcoure Al & Som. 
For his love that ^e Galangen ^oure lord 
I schal jow socowren At on word, 
and 30W leden Into Swich A place 
(thorwh helpe & thoruh goddis grass) 
there as kyng Mordreins scholen ^e fynde, 
and sire Nasciens that knyht so kynde, 
for whom 30 forsoken ^oure Own londe, 
hym forto seken. As I vndirstond." 

whanne this word thanne they herde. 
As loyful Men thanne they ferde : 
" A, Sire, now knowen we Eyht wel 
that bothe Owre lord & jowre ^e knowen Eche del 
Now, goode sire, that ^q welen vs telle 
In what Maner with owre lordis befelle. 
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60 NEWS OF MORDRBINS AND NASCIEN8. [cH. XZXVIL 

sethen je knowen where they be ; 
and Mk when Now, good sire, that ae wolen telle Me 732 

their mutor is P 

whethir that they ben hoi & Sownd, 
o}er owht lyveng Aboven the grownd." 

'' I am swich a Man As je se^ 
but I trowe fat je knowen not Me ; 736 

for I am other Wyse than ^e suppose here, 
A Man Merveillous In other Manere ; 
For I kan tellen jow Every del 

how -with jonre lordis it stont ful wel. 740 

King Mordrdni the Kyng Mordreyns and Nascyens now be 

and Naaoieni ara 

ill a ship at sea. In a schlpe A Myddis of the See ; 

and they must go 

in this Tenai to And ^if that Evoro ^e welen hem speke, 

flndttMm. ^ y JT 

Into this vessel thanne Mosten ^e Eeke, 744 

And I jow Sekerlye schal Cowndeye 

Tyl that je to hem comen trewelye." 

" Syre, there offen we thanken 30W hyly, 

with AUe Owre hertes ful stedfastly." 748 

" this to 90W thus schal I do," 

Seide this good man to hem tho. 

" thanne Entren, Sire, gladly scholde we, 
Th«y am afraid of but iif for diede of the lyown it be, 762 

the lion, "^ 

which is so gret & so Merveylous, 

And to Owre lokyng so dispetous." 

" Thanne Sekerly, now Semeth me, 

but 3if from this Eoch that 30 fle, 756 

I suppose that 30 don gret folye ; 

For no More Into this partye 

Schal neuere man Comen 30W to socoure, 

Nether jow to bryngen owt of langoure ; 760 

bat the old man Therfore wolde I with good wille 
Seahip,iw^ that je this vessel Entred vntylle, 
atajintbeiBiand. ^^^ .^ ^^^ Eoche that JO loveu me. 

and ful wel weteth In Certeinte 764 

that I have don More than this 

For Man to fore tyme wit^-owten Mis : 
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Now Entreth here Into my plas Anon, 
and for jow Into the Eoche elial I gon." 

Thanne Cam this good man Owt of y vessel, 
and y Messengeiis Entred fair^ & wel ; 
and with hem theie that faire May 
that Only god worschepyd Every day. 

Thanne seide this goodman to that Mayde 
Ful swete wordis ; & thus he sayde, 
" Mayden, 3if thou hast lost A kyng, 
And thy fjEuiyr thorwh his begetyng ; 
Al thouh that he were here Kyng Erthly, 
Kow hast fou to yi &dyr A kyng that is hevenly, 
whiche that is kyng of alle kyngge, 
and owt of Alle Sorwes J* to brynge, 
and Ek Owt of the develis powste 
where Inne fat thow hast longe I-be." 
" Sire," quod this Maide, "this schal I do, 
and Into port salw thou wilt bryngen me to." 
thus Into the vessel Entred they Echon, 
And this good man to the Eoch gan gon. 

So thanne Cam fere bothe wynd & wedrynge, 
and fer Into the See it gan hem brynge ; 
30 that with Inne a lytel while 
they syen Neper Eoch, lond, ne ylle. 
Thus Al that day and Al that l^yht 
To fom y wynd they seileden owt Eyht, 
For there flewh neu^e so swyflly bryd 
As thyke tyde was hem betyd ; 
and Ek the secunde day Also, 
And the Nyht folwenge Ek perto, 

and vpon the Morwe, the Owre pryme, 
They loked forth Into the see be tyme ; 
and thanne In the See gonne they to kenne 
the same schipe that weren In these Menne : 
Mordrayns, Nasciens, and Celidoyne in fere, 
Alle In that Schipe weren they there. 
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And whanne to-gederis they weren bo Nj 

that Eche Myhte Other knowen trewly, 804 

Faste to-gederis tho they grette 

Whanne bothe Schepis to gederis weren Mette. 

And whanne they weren Entred Echon, 
and go into it. Ful faste to-gedsris Eonnen they Anon, 808 

And Eche gan Other forto Embrace, 

and Faste to kyssen In that place. 

thanne Anon as that Entred they were, 

Bothen Messengeris and the damysele there, 812 

Then theiitti« the lytel vessel wente with b* lyown as faste Away/^ 

•hip goea away. . ^ « , -r , . -i 

As Evere new swalwe In the somens day ; 
So that with-Inne A lytel throwe 
Kethir vessel, ne lyow[n], myhten they knowe. 816 
NaaciensaakBhoir Thanne Axede Nasciens Of the Messengeris tho 

they came from 

hom^ what Cawsed hem from home forto go. 

Thanne tolden they hym Al In fere, 
* In what manere that they persched were, 820 

and how on a Eoch they Ary ven that stownde 
where As Ypocras tombe they fownde ; 
and they wenden to han ben ded, 
I^e hadde an Olde Man ne ben In ])at sted, 824 

That Neu^e to fore we ne hym Syen, ne knewe ; 
So sore vppon vs thanne gan he to Eewe, 
That owt Of the Eoch he dyde vs gon, 
and there he for vs lefte Al Alon. 823 

and 3it seide he that More for man hadde he do 
Thanwe At that tyme to vs dyde he tho : 

and they teu him ^it More tolde he vs In Certeyn 

their story. 

where that we scholden fynden jow pleyn, 832 

Alle thre In On Schipe In Compenye, 
Alle heyl & Sownd ful Sekerlye.' 

*^ Now sothly," quod sire Nasciens tho, 
" wel wiste fat good man what he hadde to do ; 836 
Naaetene makea And to VS ful Welcome ae bc, 

ttatmwelcomeb , i « ,.. 

For we ben glad of 30ur6 Compenye : 
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Lo, Sethen that Alle departyd we were 

Into dyvers londes Every where, 840 

And to falfillen his Comandement 

JNTow Altogederis we ben present. 

lo, this is the grete lord Above, 

That vs hath schewed so moche love ; 844 

let vs hym thanken with Alle oure Myht, 

That Glorious Lord, As it is Eyht." 

Thanne Axede he Of the damysele tho, 
* Owt of what Contre that sche cam fro, 848 

And how with the Messengeris she gan to Mete.' 
Al sche hym tolde Er sche wolde lete, 
and of what lond sche was I-bore, 
and hos dowhter, As I Eehersed before. 852 

Thanne gan Nasciens forto Refreyne 
Of thike Messengeris In Certeyne 
Of his Soster and Of his wyf, 

whethir they hadden helthe and lyf. 856 

thanne Answerid the Messengeris tho, 
" Sire, In good hele ben they bothe two ; 
But Abasched sore they be. 

For of 30W they ne have?^ now Certeynte." 860 

" ha, worthy Lord," quod Mordrayns the kyng, 
" It were to Me a Joyful tydyng 
and I wyste how fer In tlie Se I were, 
Owther Ny Ony lond In Ony Manere." 864 

** je, Sire," quod Nasciens to the Kyng, 
** Therefore Make 30 non Momeng ; 
For be his wille it Moste ben do 
As hit hath ben Al hiderto ; 868 

and whanne it is plesing to God Oure Kynge, 
Into Owre Owne Contre he wele vs brynge ; 
Therfore to hym let vs now preye, 
and leven that Mater that we of seye.'' 872 

Thus to-gederis God his Servauwtes browhte, 
that Nethir of Other ne wiste nowhte ; 
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For Into diuers Gontres departed they were, 
and, lOy thonih^ his Miht, A3en to-Gederis weren tliej 
fere. 876 



CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

A Priest olad in white comeB walking on the sea (p. 65) ; with 
the sign of the Cross he cures Nasciens of his wound 
(p. 66), and says that Christ will take Joseph and Josephes 
and their Company into Great Britain, all walking on the 
sea (p. 67). A ship oomes up to them, and the Priest 
orders Celidoyne on board of it (p. 67-8). They reach Mor- 
dreins*s Castle, Bame, while the inmates are asleep, rouse 
them, and are received with great joy (p. 68-9). Next day 
the Barons near arrive ; and then the Queen (p. 69). 
Messengers are sent out after Nasciens*s Queen Flegentyne, 
and find her in the realm of Meotyde (p. 70). She comes 
to her husband in Sarras ; but is distressed at not finding 
Celidoyne, till his Adventures are told her (p. 70). King 
Label's daughter (who was afterwards Celidoyne's wife) 
is christened ; as " Myn Sire Bobert Boroun " tells us, who 
translated this story from the Latin of the hermit to 
whom God gave it (p. 70-1). Nasciens can hear nothing 
of where Celidoyne is (p. 71), gets anxious about it, and 
prays God to let him go into the strange land where he 
has been told his household shall multiply (p. 72). So 
Christ sends him a Vision, and tells him to arise and go to 
the sea, enter a ship, and follow whatever he sees there 
(p. 72-3). He gets a good horse, and rides off (p. 73). His 
wife Flegentyne is distressed at this, and the Barons dis- 
perse in search of Nasciens (p. 74). One of them, Nabor 
(a cruel and felonous old man of seventy), tracks him by 
the nails in his horse*s feet, rides 70 miles after him in 
one day (p. 74), and finds him utterly exhausted by a 
battle with the giant Fereyn (p. 75), whom Nabor kills, 
and then insists on Nasciens's returning home (p. 76). 
Nasciens refuses ; Nabor drags him to the ground (p. 77-8), 
and draws his sword to kill him, but is struck dead for 
such unknightly conduct to his liege lord (p. 79-80). Then 
comes up Nasciens's friend, the Lord of Tarabel (p. 80), and 
says that Nabor well deserved his death (p. 81) ; where- 
upon a voice from heaven rebukes him for judging another 
when he had himself killed his own father for the sake of 
his inheritance (p. 81); and the Lord of Tarabel is there- 
upon struck dead by a tiiunderbolt (p. 82). A monk comes 
and advises Nasciens to bury all the three corpses in three 
Tombs, and carve their story on them as a warning of 
God's vengeance (p. 83). Nasciens sends messengers to 
his wife Flegentyne begging her to have this done ; and 
the bodies are put into the earth with many tears and sore 
weeping (p. 83-4). 
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Thnfl twey nyhtes to-gederis Abyden they, 
Aa here Reherseth now this Story, 
And yppon the thridde Nyht 
The Mone be-gan to schyne/t wel bryht, 
and the See bothe Mek and stable it was, 
and with the wynd they seileden A fair pas. 
and Abowtes the hye Myd Nyht, 
Of a fair Castel they hadden a syht, 
of wheche the name, Bame I-clepid it was, 
That Mordrayns sone Owhte In that plas, 
In the Ottrest partye of his Owne lond 
Toward the see, as I vndirstond. 

And whanne so Nygh that they were, 
and that Castel they knewe^z wel there, 
They blesseden the Kyng of hevene AnoTt, 
And worschepis they jeven hym Everichon, 
^ that he hem thedir browhte In Sayfte 
From Alle Man^ perylles In Eche degre ; 
And that they hadden desired so sore, 
to the lond thanne that they comen thoro, 
So that they ne failleden In non degre, 
but Evexie to port salw tho comen hee.' 

Thanne After hem they loked Ageyn^ 
and they syen vppon the se Comen ful ple3m 
In Manure of A prest I-clothed In whit, 
tho Aa hem Semede, swich was his Abyt ; 
And Al drye to hem he Cam yppon the see, 
Ab Alle they it syen ful verraylle ; 
and as faste yppon the see wente he 
Ab Eyere fowl with wenges Myhte fle. 
So that the Schip he Oyertook Anon 
where As Inne they weren Eyerichon, 
Thanne In goddis iN'ame he hem grette, 
and they hym thanked, and not ne lette ; 
but Alle Abasched sore weren they there, 
Lest that it here Enemy tho were 

GBAiAL. — ^yOL. IJ. 6 
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hem forto bryngen Owt of here creaunce, 
whiche biowhte here hertes inne giet dowtaonce. 

Thanne be-spair this good Man tho^ 
^ LordyngeSy Abasche ^ow not So, 40 

He eomM ibr no For As fore non Evel I Gome to ^ow, 

•tU, boi to hMl ^ 

Naadmu'imMin^ but botho for 30WT6 piofyt and jowre prow." 
Thanne seide this man to Nasciens tho, 
*^ Be the grete Maister I am Sente the vnto, 44 

There as thou art hurt be thy desert, 
The hoi to Maken Openly & Apert ; 
and therfore Anon Aproche ])on hider to Me, 
For by me hoi now schalt thou be." 48 

whanne that Nascyens herde hym thus seye, 
Anon to the Schippys bord he gan to Aplye, 
and belyd down Anon vppon his kne 
To hym be whom he scholde keiiered bei 52 

by aMktRs th* Anon this Man lifte vpe his bond, 

bIrh of the oroM 

over binu and the signe of the Croys Made, Aa I yndirstond, 

And there Sire Nasciens he gan to blesse ; 
and Al hoi he was In Sekemesse 56 

As Evere he was Ony tyme before, 
heillere and lyhtere thanne thowhte hym tKore^ 
'^ AEys vp, Naaciens," quod this good Man, 
« and worschepe thy god In what thou kan.** 60 

whanne Nasciens knew that he hoi was 
Be the signade of y Man In that pla», 
Thanne knelid Nasdens tho down Ageyn, 
And to this goodman thus gan to seyn, 64 

Neadene add '' Ha : thou holy Man & holy persone, 
Now for Charite telle me here Anone 
how thou Mihtest gon vppon the Seo 
That there Gonfownded not weren ^e." 68 

(The Frmdk uxt <' Nasdens," quod this good Man tho, 

eayeHermioDa.) a xhat schal I teUen the Er that I go. 

Re i» the IBM to wote thou wel that I am he 

imiUaehaTvii! Of whom that thow In thy Maister Cyte 72 
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A Chiiche of hym that thou dost Make ; 

hider to the Come I now for his sake ; 

and thus the grete Maister sente ma to the 

That thin helthe I scholde be. 

And from Adyersite the to defende. 

And that to goddis Gomandementes ^ou Attende ; 

^ pan wilt his lore haven In Ony wyse, 

that thou do non fals Saciefioe. 

heikene to me now, I the Bede, 

what Maner of thing I shal the bede, 

that from this tyme forward wele he kepeo the 

From Alle Ayentmes, fill syker thou ba 

For Al so strong he is therto 

As yppon the See to Maken Me go. 

And yppon y wete Se to Maken my weye 

with-Owten Confowndyng, As I the seye. 

So lyhtly schal losepe of Barithmathie, 

and Josephes the fezste Cristen biachjape sekerlye, 

and with hym his peple Also, 

Alle Bare On the Se scholen they go; 

with-owt^i Schipe owther Ony O^er thyng 

Into Grete Breteigne Grist doth hem bcyng. 

For it is the grete lordia wille, 

Of his ligne Breteyne to fulfille." 

And whiles they Spoken thus In f ere. 
They Syen A vessel In the se Comen there. 
And towHrdis hem it cam ful faate 
Til bord on bord hit Gam Atte laste, 
And to-Gederis they smeten so sore 
that they wenden ban ptfrsched there ; 
but with-Inne non thing there nas 
That they cowden Aspien In that plas. 

thanne bespak this good Man Certefyne 
Anon Eyht there to Celidoyne, 
''Now, fiure childy ABya vpa here, 
and In this Schipe that thou WBre; 
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and go Aj9 Aventuie wil the lede : 

do, iaire Child, now aa I the bede ; 
cdUkqmeiiMnt Fot thus the sente to sevne be Me 

the grete loid inne maieste, 112 

which that deleo^red [the] from Calafeie, 

Owt of hia piesown and hia poweie." 

Anon As this Child herd hym seyn so, 

Owt of the grete Schipd he gan to go 116 

In to that lytel vessel Anon, 

And betawht hem God Everichon. 

And thus sone As he Entred he was. 

As Swiftly As sonne Entreth thoruh glas 120 

I-past he was Owt of here Syht, 

that they non lengere sen hym ne Myht. 
thanne whanne Nasciens beheld Al this, 

For so Abasched he was Iwis, 124 

HarmioMpro- Thanne seide this good man to Nasciens there 

mfsM NuolMit 

uiat ha ahau MO ** Abssche the not, Sire, In non Manere, 

Ilia aon agnlDf 

For thy sone here-Aftir Schalt thou se 

bothe heyl and qwert In alle degre ; 128 

In that lend that god hath behoten the & thyne. 

There schalt thou hym Sen f ul wel afyne. 

Now forth to thy centre that thou go, 

To thy wyf and to thy Meyne Al-so ; 132 

For this is goddis Comandement 

that I the Seye now yerxament" 

Thanne this goodman Anon from hem paste 
that they ne wiste where he be-Cam In haste ; 136 
and thus sone Alle Sawf Aryved they were 
yndir the Castel gate tho there, 
so Ny, that Alle tho pat weren In the Castel 
Myht han herd hem wondirly well 140 

But that Alle On Slepe they were, 
Mordretna ronaaa So that kyn^T Mordreins Cride lowde there, 

op tha caatla-folk, '' ^ 

and talk Cham to and Seyde, '' Opene ;e the ;ates Anon, 

and leteth ^oure lordes here Inne to gon." 144 
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thanne they with-Inne Eysen vp ful faste. 
And to the i^alles Eonnen in gret haste. 
And Seiden, '' sires, ho ben 30 there 
that Into this Castel wold Entren here ) " 
So longe the kyng to hem Spak, 
That they hym Knewe with-Owten lak 
that it was here Owne Kyng ; 
And fi&ste bothe torches & tortys weren In lyhteng, 
and with As gret loye Eesceyved here kyng 
As It hadde be God to here plesyng. 
that Nyht gret worschepe the Kyng they don, 
Al that Meyne Everychon, 
For gret love that to hym they hadde 
and ful sore for him weren they Adradde. 
and whanne it was the day lyht, 
Messengeres f aste prekid, ho so gon Miht, 
Abowtes In eche contre Bydynge, 
Of the kyng & Nasciens to beren tydynge. 

whanne the Baionns of that Contre 
of Kyng Mordreyns knew Certeinte, 
To that Castel prykeden they ful faste, 
f ol Manye Barowns, and In gret haste ; 
For loye the wepyng they maden there, 
I trowe that neu^e man say Ere ; 
there was bothe Mirthe, loye, & gret feste, 
amonges tho barowns bothe lest and Meste. 
and with-Inne the Seventhe day 
to that Castel Cam the qwene In fay ; 
and so gret loye of hire lord hadde sche thanTie, 
and of hire brothir that worthy Manne, 
that non wyht with mowthe tellen ne Can 
the loye that Made thike goode womman. 

and whanne that Nasciens to Eeste was gon, 
thanne herde he tellen Ryht Anon 
that his wyf owt of pat Bem was past, 
hym f orto seken with fdl gret hast. 
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thanne Messengeiis sente he forth Anon^ 

ho8[o] myhte fastere Eyden Other gon, 

and not to stynten tyl sche were fownde, 

where so they walked be ony grownde. 184 

So that the Messengeres forth they wente ; 

and schortly to bryngen it to onre Entente, 

Into the Bern of Meotyde 

ihey Eeden Er they wolden Abyde, 188 

and with this lady Metten they there ; 

Fnl loyfol and glad were» they therfore. 

and whanne of hire lord pat sche horde telle 

that heyl he was I flesch & felle, 192 

Anon sche Eetomed horn Ageyn 

as I }ow telle here now In Certeyn. flond 

and whanne sche was Entred Into Kyng Mordrayns 
As this storie doth ^ow to vndirstond, — 196 

thanne fond sche bird lord^ & Mordrayns fl^ kyng, 
In y Cite of Sarras with-Owten lesyng : 
thanne Of the loye that was hem be-twene, 
No Man tho Cowde tellen, as I wene. 200 

but whanne hire sone sche sawh not there, 
Thanne wondirf uUy Chonged sche hire chere ; 
but thanne thorugh the Kyng Sc hire lorde 
they to hem Maden hire Acorde, 204 

and tolden hiye of Merveilles In ech dcgro, — 
how that with Celidoyne it scholde be, 
and what Aventures hym befelle, 
Al this they tolden the lady yntylle. 208 

That same day that they to Sarraa wente, 
Kyng labelis dowhter was cristened presento ; 
In the worschep of god & }>• qwene Mordrayn, 
There was sche Cristened In Certeyn 212 

be the handes of Petro that was thanne 
I-Cownted for Ryht an holy Manne; 
And Ek loseps kynnes-ma^t for sothe he was, 
a blessed man holdcn In that plas ; 216 
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whiche damysele tteis setben fal sekerlye 
GelidojneB wif, as seith now this storytt 

. . that myn sire Robert Boroan here 
From latyn Into frensch tmnalated this Mateie^ 
JSText Aftyr that holy Ermy t 
that god him Self badde taken It. 

Ful gret Merveille Among these ladyes Waft 
Of that fair Aventure, and Of that Gras^ 
that so be Ooddis belpe this socour 
badden browht here lordis Owt of langotif . 
;it not-withnstondyng for this fsdx Ayentnre, 
Neoer the prowdere weien they, I the Enswre ; 
Ne the More bobatmoe badden In herte, 
but to God joven preysenges, and not AH9terte» 
For that soconr he badde hem sent 
here lordis to sen with £yen present. 

Thanne ful fer senten they Abowte 
To seken losepAe with-owten dowte^ 
For they snpposeden sekerlye 
that Celidoyne witA him was Otterlye, 
but for non Man that Evere they sente 
herden they non tydynges veramente, 
and that Greyed hem ful soie 
that of hym herden they no more* 
Thanne seiden they tbo hem betwene 
Sethen that they syen it wolde not bene^ 
' bettere it were losepA^ to seke, 
whiche that is A Man bothe good & Meke^ 
that he better Comfort wolde vs telle 
thanne ;it Of hym Ony befelle.' 

thus weren they Algates fnl of thowht 
Vox pat of Celidoyne herden they nowht : 
Thanne thus In pensifiiesse fll Kasciens tho» 
wheie-thorwh in-to Mai Ese he made hym go, 
that bothe he lefte his drynk & his Mete, 
and Al that to the Body scholde ben Seete ; 
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So tiiat he thowbte vpjpon non Otbii thing, 
but that Evere to god he ;af gietyng, 
and besowhte God for his grete pyte 
and pr^s tor * that he myhte have Scheweng In som degre 256 

MWIofJoMpIl WW 

aiid hi* Mm. whore that losepA^ of Armathje, 

Owther Celydoyne, to fynden Otterlye.* 

*^ And )it More, Lord, I the beseche, 

with ful faire wordis & mylde speche, 260 

that Owt Of this world [thou] let me not gon 

Tyl Into fat lond passen we Mown, 

as it is don me to vndirstonde 

that 3it schal I passen Into strange londe, 264 

whiche that Multeplied scholde be 

Al holiche Of Myn Meyne." 
Qnooii Ficgentjne thanno flcgentyne, Nasciens wyf , 

has a vision, e J » J > 

Tolde hire lord, with-Owten stiyf, 268 

Of a certain. Aviciown Anon 
that to hire In slepe gan to gon, 
tiiai they shall < that they Anon Into that lond scholde fare 

soon go into the 

land, which u to whiche with hem fiilfild scholde ben thare.' 272 

be flUd with their t xi • -■.x . -..^ -. -^ 

descendants. Lo, this preyere T^asciens Made Every day, 

and Ek be Nyht As he In bedde lay. 
So longe he preyde, and In Eche Owr, 
pat Atte laste to hym sente Owre saviowr. 276 

One night On Evenfinlg As he In his bed lay : 

Kaaciens hears a *- -*° *' ^ 

voice teUing him A wondir Avicyown hym thowhte he say : — 
that In his Chambre A gret Clerte was, 
and Ek A voys he herde In that plas — 280 

wher-with ho Awook Anon there — 
that to him seide in this Manere : 
" Aliis vp Nasciens, now Anow Eyht, 
And faste towardis the see the dyht, 284 

to go to sea, in a where thou schalt fynde A schipe Anon ; 
and fer-Jjme hate Entre thow Anon ; 
and what Euere thou se, haue fon non dowte 
what Manare of thing be the Abowte ; 288 
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& thedir the riht wey scbal it leden the 
Of thike that thou desu^est to se ; 
And sone tydynges schalt thow knowe 
Of alle thy peticiouws vppon A rowe." 

whanne this Clerte non lengere dide last, 
and that the vois from hym was past, 
Owt of his bed he aros Anon tho, 
and thankynges to god thanne dide he do, 
* that Gk)d, of hise gret Cortesye, 
had hym certefyed so openlye 
that Aftir Celidoyne he scholde go 
Into a fer strange lond tho, 
Forto puhplysche that Contre 
that M of myscreawntes now be.' 

thus sone he Clothed hym Anon, 
And to his Stable he gan to gon, 
And took A good hors And A strong. 
And there Into the sadel sone he sprong, 
So that Neuere man the wysere was 
whedir he wente, ne Into what plas, 
Ne non man hym Aparceyven Myhte 
whether he wente be day ofer be nyhte. 

vppon the Morwe, whanne it was day, 
the lady Awook there that sche lay, 
and Missid hire lord that lay hire by. 
Anon sette sche vpe a sorweful Cry, 
80 that al hire peple hire Cam Abowte, 
And for here weren they In gret dowte, 
and Axeden what they myhten do : 
So that Anon Acordid they tho 
' that Eche man scholde gon be his Contre ; 
for fer from hem Myhte he not be, 
sethen the tyme he wente his way.' 
Thus Amongee hem they gonne to say. 

thanne Eche man took hors Anon, 
and Eche man his partye gan to gon, 
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and seiden ' jif they myhten hym Meto, 

his Compenye they wolden not lete^ 

but him to bT3rngen horn A-geyn ; ' 

ihuB seide Eche man In Ceiteyn. 328 

So On that was of that Compenye^ 

In his weye &ste gan he hye, 

and loked forth to-f om hym tho, 
OMiuMitnckt and Aspide where Nasciens hadde go 332 

nails in bis hone*! be the Naylles of his hois feet } 
******^ thanne thike weye wolde he not leet. 

and he that hem thus gan to AspyOi 
Nabor WM th« his Name was Nabor f ul sekerlye ; 336 

name of this nutt* ^a* a ^ ^ o a 

whiche was A giet knyht, & A strongi 

and In Servage hadde ben longi 

and Also In gret Caytyvete ; 
whom Nssdras but siro Nascions for Bewthe & pyte . 340 

ftt>m an Indian hym bowhte of A kyng Of ynde, 
""*' For he seide he was Comen Of kynges kynde ; 

but trewly Nabor ne was not so ; 
H« was a viuein's for A veleynes sone was he tho^ 344 

*^ and I-Gomen of A schrewed streen 

lik as he schowed^ seker je ben : 

and an old knyht he was therto, 

Sixty 3er & ten with*Owten Mo ; 348 

and therto he was the most felonows Man 
andcTMiandbad. and Most Ciewel ]>at In the world leyede than. 

And whanne he hadde fownden this Bedy weye 

That Kasciens forth Hod fol sekerlyoi 352 

HaridsaaaflMtaa Thanne Bood he &ste In his lome 

Al so harde As that hors Mihte lie 

whiles he myhten have the day lyht, 

that of his lord he myhte haven a syht. 356 

And so faste he gan to Eyde, 

that Sixty myles & ten he Rod pat tyde, 

and so Bod he In fol gret haste 

Tyl his wit from him was Ny paste, 3G0 
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And Also he hadde I-loet the syht un h« iom tbe 

track. 

Of Nasciens hois feet^ as I the plyht 

and whanne it was Abowtes Eyosong, 
at y foot of A Mowfnjteyn ^t was hyh A long, 364 
there mette he iriih a sam^yn thanney h« imcu a 

and Axed hym ;if he Saw Ony Manne, 
A knyht Bydyng al Alone ; 

thus hym this Kabor azede sone. 3G8 

and he Answerid Anon ageyn 
and seide ** Nay, sire, In Certeyn 
this day sawh I Man nen^r on 
On hors here Byden, bat on Alon 372 

that with Feieyn, the stowte leaunt, 

I saw hyn fyhten, as I vndiistond : who toiis him ha 

And whether he be knyht 0^^ bachelere, ngbung » gunt. 

Seker, sire, I not In non Maneie." 376 

And whanne this word he vndirstood, 
thanne with the Sarrezyn non longer^ he bod, 
bnt piikede fast forth In his weye 
As fiaste As the hois Myht gon In feye ; 380 

and thanne forth fertheie he gan to pace ; Naiwr goM on, 

thanne ^ere he beheld to-fom his face 
A sore Melle Of tweyne fol felownesly. 
thanne thidirwaid fiaste he gan hym hy, 384 

and so longe hadde they f owhten In this Manure 
So fat for febelnesse they fillen bothe there, 
and the ton yppon the tothir he lay. 
So longe hadden they fowhten hat day 388 udHndsthe 

° J r .^ glant«ndNa«- 

that Onnethis there brethen they myhte, eiens both ijiog 



So wery they weren there bothen of fyhte. 

whanne that Nabor his lord tho say 
vndir the leawnt there he lay, 392 Nuetomandaw 

)it abasched he was fol sore, 
al-thowgh An hardy man he wore, 
and there diow Owt his sweid Anon, 
and to hem waid faste he gan to gon ; 396 
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tbanne Of his hois he A4yhte Certeynei 

And there it flEistened Anon be the Eeyne^ 

And on his feet Cam A giet pas 

To hem bothe pere the Melle it was. 400 

NaborgowtoiMip and whanno the leaont sawch On Comen there, 
keep* the giant With a swoid diawon In 8wich A manure, 

thanne vp Aiysen Anon wolde he ; 

but for Nasciens it Myhte not be, 404 

that anon knew Nabor be sight ; 

he held thanne y leaunt with Al his Myht, 

that vp from hym he myhte not Aiyse 

for owht f* leannt Cowde don In no» wyse, 408 

N.ibor uib Uie thanne Nabor smot this leaunt So, 

that his hed he Clef Evene yntwo 

down Into the harde teth, 

So pat he lost bothe wit and bieth. . 412 

Anon sire Nasciens Eos Tp6 thanne, 

As lyht, as loyful, as ony Manne, 

and thankede Ood In Many Maneie 

Of that socour he sente hym there. 416 

whanne Nabor say his lord hoi & sownd, 

and that he stood vppon the grownd, 
Miinji to nm- " Sire," he seide, " God, worschepid thou be, 
^^""^ That from peryl Of deth hath deKu^red the. 420 

•Now for my N"ow for aU the Servise that I have jow do, 

•orvios^ go biw iw 

«ipaii, hom ward A^en that 30 wolden go, 

and Elles Sire In Certayn 

Non of joure Meyne schal Nevere be fayn, 424 

Nethir In loye, nethir in Beste, 

and therfore, sire, me semeth beste, 
for yow wift*! and also for my lady ;onre wyf 

that lyveth In peyne, wo, and stryf, 428 

Ne neuare Joye may Comen In hire herte, 

but Evere to lyven In peynes smerte, 

but ;if 30 homwaid tomen agayn, 

Sertes, sire, schal she neuere be fayn ; 432 
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and EIleB demen A lie Mosten we, 
that 36 ben ded In som haid degie." 

" Now, Nabor, myn Owne swete firond, "Bat* Nator, i 

that to me hast been bothe good and kend, — 436 
wete thou wel, Kabor, In Gerteyn, 
that hom-ward schal I nen^re tomen Ageyn 
til I have seyn that I Come fore ; 
there-fore, l^abor, preye me no more j 440 

For Sekir, l^abor, In this degre, 
It nys non node forto preyen me." 

''No, Sire, quod Nabor, Anon tho ; NaborH^yi^ 

and whanne from My compenye I gan to go, 
that jow wenten to seken Abowte, 
Eche of YB Ensurede wit7M)wten dowte 
that which of ts jow myhte fynde, 
horn A^en to Rotome be ony kynde. 
and now sethen that I have 30W fownde 
heil & sownd vppon this grownde, 
horn Ajen with me scholen 30 gon, 
Certes, sire, whethir ;e wele O^er non." 

^ Now, Certes, quod Nasciens to Nabor tho, 
I trowe, power hast thow non therto." 
'' That I have, quod Nabor to Nasciens Ageyn, 
Owther EUis we schole fyhten In Certeyn." 456 

'' What^ quod Nasciens to hym thanne, 
I wende that thow were My Manne ; 
and jif tho scholdest fyhten with me, 
Me thynketh, Nabor, it myhte not wel be." 460 

'' be my trowthe, quod Nabor, tho, 
and that Sekerly Schal I do ; 
For my trowthe breken I Nylle, 
Only 30wre wil to folfiUe." 464 

"Now trewely, quod Sire Nasciens, 
that bataille were Of grete Offens, 
and Ek 'E^ it Myhte not be 
be non thing, as besemeth me ; 468 
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AIM TOO art For thou art bothe froBcli and lylit, 

frwii, and I . A%*i»i 

wavy; yoaan and I am A man werj Of tyni ; 
^°^ And £k Aimed thou art therto, 

and I am not." and In non wjse nam I not 80. 472 

Therto my lige Man I Tndiratond, 

and 3it I made y knjht unth mjn hond ; 

and therfore hand Bchoat thou no/i leyn On Me^ 

as me now semethy In non degre.** 476 

Nabornya^iM <'I schaL ouod l^abor. be my lay: 

A^en wit^ me schalt ^ou gon this day ; 

Whethir that thow wilt, Owiher non, 

A3en with me schalt thou gon." 4S0 

** "Nay, be the grace of god, qaod Naseiens tho, 

For non power that thon kanst do.'* 

Thanne Kasciena his weye gan to take, 

and faste to the Sewaid gan he schake ; 484 

thanne this Kabor to^fcnn hym gan prese, 

and of his weye there Made hym Sese, 
and MiiM hii and be the ton arm hym held ageyn, 

That fortheie myhte he not In Certeyn. 488 

** A, quod Nasciens, and thow with stzengthe me holde ! 

I trowe ^t thou be not so bolde 

To letten at this tyme My lame 

Of thing that I desire to Be.*^ 493 

Dmiui Thanne held thm Nabar so^ faste hym there 

that he ne myhte Ascapen In non Maneze, 

For he was bothex feynt and weiy 

Of t^ Bataille Of the leawnt trewely, 496 

so that non power he hadde hym to withstonde. 

So flEiste he held hym be the honde. 

And this Felown and vntiewe man, 

so sore he drowgh On his lord than, 500 | 

UiatNaborthrowB that to the giownd he made hym to falle : i 

him down, and ^ ./ / 

braakahuiiMd» Anon In swowneng fyl he with-alle, I 

and to-baist bothen vysage^ A his forced, 
that the blood Ean Owi In that sted ; 504 
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BO soie he ABtoned tho was 

Of that fallyng In thai plas. 

and this yeleyn ne hadde non py te 

Of his loid In non manere degre, 508 

For he was fol Of schrewednesse, 

Of yntrowthe, and of al wykkednesse^ 

Wbanne I^asciens Of his swowneitg Awaked was tho^ 
ihanne this fals Kahor Cryde hym ynto, 512 

* that trewly he scholde hym Slen Anon. uid n^ 1m win 

kill him, if 1m 

but jif homwardis he wolde gon.' won't go hooM. 

and Nasdens so wof ul was tho 

For tweyne thyvges w^tft-OwtsTt Mo : 516 

On, for that he wolde him ledyn Ageyn^ 

which A^ens his wiUe was pleyn ; 

And )if that A^en ha tomede ao» 

ihanne his Comandement myhte he not do« 520 

quod l^asciens, '< and thou wilt^ ^ myht me sle^ KiMiras mjs h« 

For A^en wile I not In non degre." uJdu noYl^ *""* 

" Certeynly,'* quod this If abot tho, **^ 

<^ And bat thow wilt, I schal the ala 524 

For now Onlyche alle thy Meyne, 

For the maken sorwe and pyte ; 

and Ek thy frendis ETezichon, 

For the they maken passing Hon. 528 

And therfore now, so god helpe Me» 

but yl thov wilt Gomen, I sehal slen the^** 

'* Sle me," quod T^bamau^ '^thanne In this albed, 

•nd I wele forjeven the my ded," 538 

Thanne this Kabor dxQwh his sfwexd M hastely^ NaboruiuhLi 
And gan it holden thsre'vp An by. 
For to han.GlDT«iihifthedInaondi;r, 
Wbeie-Ofien Sire NaaeifiDS hodde wondir. 53€ 

and whanne Nasciens mj- y swsid An by,. ^[^^ff'?*' 

he left Tpe his bond to God aboAybty,, 
and seide, ** lord, saye me thou baxft 
Th)m this &lBe thevis powere."^ 549 
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And Anon as lie hadde Mad his pieyeie 
and Nabor uom this Nabor Anon ded fyl down there, 

dead. 

and his swerd Eyht In his hond, 
as the stoiye vs doth to vndirstond. 544 

Naaeiens Is bottk Whanne Kasciens beheld that Meryeil there. 

glad and sort. 

boihe soiy and glad he was In his Manere : 

Glad, for he was asckaped so ; 

And Ek sory, for his deth tho ; 548 

For In his herte he demed ful sore 

That his sowle ne was but lore. 

thanne loked I^asciens toward the see, 
Then a gnatctm- And beheld whore Cam a gret Gompeyne 552 

pany of peopla 

oomea to hjra, On hors bak fSwte prekynge ; 

and to hym wardis they weren Comenge ; 

And al abowtes he loked hym there, 

where he myhte hym hyden In Ony Manere ; 55G 

for gret drede thanne hadde he tho, 

that A^en with hem scholde he go. 

And whiles he lokede where hym to hyde, 

vppon him they Comen In that tyde ; 6 GO 

and gret ioye they maden Everichon 

whanTie they here lord syen there gon. 
hisvaaniaand For his ligs Men weren they Echon, 

good men. 

That hym sowhten there anon ; 564 

and Of his a Castel hadden In kepyng, 
and goode men they weren, and trewe lovengo ; 
And also newe Cristened weren they aUe 
For love of Nasciens, so gan befalle. 5G8 

and whanne that Ech Of hem say 0])er, 
they loyed to-gederis as Brother and brothire ; 
and for the gret love that was hem betwene, 
Ful Often they kysten al be^ene. 572 

The T^rd of This lord that was Of tarabel 

Tanihal aaka, how 

Nabor eame by Axede Of Nssciens Everydel 
' how that Nabor so was ded, 
that tofom hem lay in that sted.' 576 
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Thaime Naaciens took hym On side Anon, 
and tolde hym Onliche how it gan gon, 
and how that he wolde han hym Slayn : 
"but ouie lord it nolde soffiren In Certayn, 
bat swich yeniaonce took As ;e mown so, 
and thus ded is he In this degre ; 
vheche forthenketh me f ol sore, 
and Oj>erwise goddis wille it wore : 
For I telle ^ow myn Entente 
It is good to kepen goddes commanndement" 
"Now, trewly," quod this lord of Tarabel, 
'' Me Semeth this veniawnce to hym Cam wel, 
For, Ma fey, wers ne myhte be not do 
Thanne to his lige to werken so ; 
and forto Slen his owne lord, 
Therto myhte I Neu^re AconL" 

And whiles they stoden thus In fere. 
And talked to-gedere Of this Matere, 
A Yois betwenes hem herden they there, 
that thus there seide In this Manere, 
''A, thou Man Of Tarabel ! 
Enemy to Crist 1 fat knowest f<m wcl ; 
And &Ia Cristene Man £k therto ! 
For thou thyn Owne fadir didest slo. 
Why demest thou this Man here 
"Wers than thy self In Ony Manere 1 
For thou west haven thy Fadris lond, 
thou hym slowh, I do the vndirstond. 
therefore gret veniaunce schal Comen to the, 
that Al the world therby war schal be." 

And Anon as this vois was gon, 
the wedir gan chongen Riht Anon, 
and so dirk Amonges hem it be-cam to be. 
That non Of hem ne Myhte Othere se. 
thazme Amonges hem Cam A strok Of thondir, 
Where-Offen the peple hadde [so] gret wondir 

OBAAIm — ^YOL. II. 6 
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that to the Erthe they fillen Echon, 

that yppon here feet myhte stonden ncuc;r on, 

but lyen As thow they hadden ben dede, 

Every chon In that Stede. 616 

and whanne that they Of here swowneng Awook, 

Of here lord thanne kepe they took ; 

and uiii the lord and fownden where that he ded lay, 

as Alle that Meyne there it say^ 620 

Smeten to the ded with that thondir ; 

and so as he stank, it was gret wondir : 

For there Mihte no man hym Comen Ny, 

8o fowle he stank there Certeynly. 624 

AU hi! poopie And whanne this Meyne sawhe that it was so, 

laroantif 

They Cryden, & Maden fid Mochel wo, 

lementaciown, and gret weylyng, 

that A Myle Me Myhte heren here Momeng. 628 

And, whiles they Maden this lementacioun, 
A reiigioai mtn To hem fcTQ cam A man of Beligiown ; 

And al whit was his vesture, 

that he Inne Cam, I the ensure. 632 

and whanne he say Nasciens there, 

As a sory man, and In gret fere, 

and, for best he knew Nasciens tho, 

anon to hym gan he to go, 636 

andheartoiuboat And Axedo Of Kascicus Evcrydcl 

It Ihmi Nofdeni, 

How that Aventure there befeL 
thanne Ifl'asciens Certofyed hym Anon 
Al the Mater, ho it was doon. G40 

*^ Forsothe," quod this good Man, 
" this is A Merveillous Mater than, 
For Of swich anothir Neuere I herde, 
Sethen I Cam Into Middelerde 1 G44 

Now god On here sowles Mercy have, 
and his wille be hem to save." 
who aik«, what " Now, goode sire," quod Nasciens tho, 

heshaUdowlth ' ^ ' ^ ' 

the bodiet fof the " that Cownceyl je wolden jcven me vnto, 648 
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wkethir In holy Erthe here bodyee to graye, 
Owthir in Oiher place to Maken hem save." 
'' I schal 30W seyn/' qnod this good Man, 
*' Swich Conseyl as I therto Can. 
30 knowen it Cam be goddes yeniaanoe ; 
ihetfoie were it good that this channce 
thoTWgh-Qwt al the world were knowe, 
bothe Amongis hye & lowe ; 
that Ensample therby they mown take. 
Echo man from wikkednesse to Aslake. 
And therefore here, be my Cownsaylle, 
we scholen hem beryen with-Owten faille ; 
And wryten yppon here bodyes here 
In what Manure that ded they were ; 
So that Eyere In Bemembiawnce 
May be knowen here Mischannce 
the bettere to Eyery Cristene Man 
That the lettres Seden wel Can : 
And thus me semeth best ^t ^e do/' 
quod this goodman to I^asdens tho. 

Thantie Answerid Sire Nasciens ^ero Anon, 
and seide, " seker, it scholde be don.** 
thanne Clepide forth Sire Nasciens there, 
the Meyne ^ with the lord of tarabel were, 
"Kow, lordynges, I preye 30W Eyerichon 
that these Bodyes Into the Erthe )e don ; 
On body Of this [side] Of the weye, 
Anoper On ]>* to^ side that je leye ; 
and Amyddes hem bothe this leawnt, 
that here with me bataille gan hawnt. 
and whanne In the Erthe 30 han hem do. 
To Beyllyc, My Castel, that je go, 
and sey to Flegentyne, My dwchesse, 
that for me sche make non distrosse ; 
bat that sche do here forto Make 
Thre tombes for these Mennes sake ; 
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And On Every tombe let hire don write 

Swich Mater As )e lian herd vs Endite, 

that A Eemembraunce it Mote be 

To Alle the Men Of Cristyente." 688 

whiflh if don^ They seiden his Gomandement scholde be do ; 

and these bodyes Into the Erthe they putten tho^ 
with nnuh w«p- With Many Teres And sore Wepynge, 

and all Nyht weren they there dwellynge. 692 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

or NASdSNS'S FURTHBB ADVENTURES, AND HIS 
OENBALOay. 

Nasoieiis rides off to the sea (p. 86). lliere he finds Solomon's 
ship, and is asked by a lovely maiden to pat her on board 
of it (p. 85-6) ; he tries to, bat the ship keeps running away 
(p. 86), on which he drops the beautiful damsel, orosses 
himseU, and she instantly appears as a fool fiend (p. 86). 
Then he has a vision : A good man tells him that Celidoyno 
is in the Land Promist to him, and that he, Nasciena^ 
shall never return to his own country (p. 87-8). Nasdena 
asks who shall be the last of his line, and is given " a 
lyttel wryt," to tell him all about it (p. 89). Then Cell- 
doyne i^pears to him, with Nine Kings, of whom one is 
feeble and poor (p. 89), and another like a lion, and all 
kneel to Oelidoyne (p. 90). After this, Nasciens wakes, 
and reads his Ctonealogy after Celidoyne, 1. Narpus ; 2. 
Nasciens ; 8. Elyan the grete (or Alains li gros) ; 4. 
Tsayes ; 5. Jonaana ; 6. Lawnceloz ; 7. Bans ; 8. Lawnce- 
lot (p. 90-1), like a hound; 9. Qalath, like a flood, thick 
at the source, clear at the end, who shall pass all men in 
bounty, and end the Adventures of Britain (p. 91-2). 
Nasciens awakes rejoicing; reads his Rolette all day 
(p. 92-3), and all night wonders why his eighth descendant 
should have been like a dog, and the ninth like a flood 
(p. 93-4). He prays to God to explain this, and a ship 
comes close to his (p. 94-5), with, seemingly, no one in it. 
But he boards the new ship, and finds an old man there 
(p. 96), who rather snubs him at first for disturbing him 
(p. 95), and afterwards for wanting to pry into God's 
secrets, like a great fool (p. 97) ; but at last explains 
tbat the lion typifies a wise man of good life (p. 98-9 ), 
and the dog a sinner (p. 99) ; and the flood, as It was thick 
at the outset, a man begotten of fornication ; and as it 
was clear in the middle, the virgin knight of greatest 
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prowefls and grace that ever lived (p. 99-100). The good 
man then vaniflhefl^ and Naaoiens thanks Ood for his 
tidings (p. 100). 

Thanne Kasciens Anon, with-Owten dowte, 
Clios the beste hois Of that Ito^vte, 
And Into the Sadel he sprang Anon, 

and hastede Faste that he were gon, 4 aa^ goes awaj. 

and told hem of the leawnt Every del, 
In what Manere & how it befel : 
wMche that the storye not telleth here, 
but here-Aftir it schal schewen 30W more Clera 8 

Thanne whanne On horsbak that lie was set, 
bis weye he took, and non lengere ne let ; 
bat Al so faste As the hors myhte gon, 

Towardis the se he wente Anon, 12 ueiwohMUie 

Whedir as he cam be the spring of day^ 

And A fair schipe anon there he say ; and mm tha 

The same schip6 it was In Certeynte b«n in iMibra. 

wheie-Inne to fore tymes he hadde be, 16 

that the bed and the sweid Lme fere was, 
wich that him thowhte a delitable plas. 
And to-fom that schip sawh he 

The fairest damysele that myhte be, 20 He meets a fUr 

and the beste Arayed In vesture 
that Evere he say, I the Ensure. 

And whanne she say Nasciens Comen there, 
Ano7i sche hym grette with fair Chere, 24 

and vp ajens hym gan to stonde, 
& to hym forto speke gan sche fonde, 
and seide, " Welcome, thou goddis knyht. 
The beste that Eu^re was In Ony fyht 1 28 

Ha ! Gentyl knyht, I preye the nowe, 
For the feith that thou to b* lord dost owe, whoMkehim to 

do her a liiToar. 

That On thing thou wost don for me 

which shal the not Costen In non degre." 32 

^ Gladliche, quod sire Nasciens tho. 

If it lye In My powera for to do." 
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<' That myhtest }ovl, quod this damysele, Anon Ryht, 
}if that thou be A gentyl knyht." 36 

NaMiMM « Telle me thanne, quod KascienB Anon, 

pronilRM to do 

u if ha can, and to my power I schal it don." 

and aha aakihim « Gladly, quod sche, and thou woldest it do. 

to cany bar into 

tbe abip. Into thijB schipd wold I go, 40 

And I ne may Entren for werynesse ; 

For travaille and for gret distresse ; 

therfore Into y schipe thow wost me here ; 

now, gentil knyht, I preye the here." 44 

" That gladly schal I do, quod the knyht^ 

and It lye In my powere and Myht." 
Hatakaataerin And In his Anues he took hire tho, 
towudi^i^ and toward the Schip^ gan he go. 48 

but tha ihip goaa & Whanne that Inne he wolde han gon, 

the schipd from londe it wento Anon ; 

and Evere the fastere to the schip6 he wente, 

The ferthere it was to his Entente. 52 

Whore-offen he Merveilled ful gretly, 

& loft that damysolo Adown Anon In hy ; 

and menreilled Mochel Of that thing 

that it so ferdo In his werkyng. 56 

for so sore Abasched was ho tho. 

That ho ne wyste what f orto do ; 
and on hia making and left vp Auon his Eyht bond, 
croae,*" ** * and tho signe of the Cros Mado, I vndirstond. 60 

and whanne he haddo don In this Manere, 

Abowtes hym fasto lokede he there, 
the damsel turna and sawh hire chongc wtt^-Owten Misse 

hire forme Into A schrewes liknosso, 64 

lik as sche was In Ccrteinte, 

A fowl fend in alio degro. 

And whanne he gan ]>t8 beholde, 

Ful faste his herte gan to Coldo, 68 

and blessed hym Evere lengere tho More, 

So that Of hire he was bascht ful sore. 
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'' Ha 1 thou fals traytour, goddis Enemy, 
Me wost thou ban decey ved falsly 
In the fonne Of A womman here, 
and art A fowl devel In Echo Manerc ! 
but, fals thief, it schal not be : 
fbr to god and holy chirche I betake me." 
and thus he betook hym to god Ano9?, 
and Into the Schip6 he gan to gon. 

Whanne Into the Schipe I-Entred he was, 
he loked abowtes hym In that plas. 
there non thing Elles Cowde he se, 
but Only his hors, in non degre ; 
but An Orible Noise there he herde, 
For, lyk As belles Mowth it Ferde. 
And as develia they ferden Echon — 
and that wiste he ful wel Anon — 
that weren Abowtes him forto take ; 
but Eyere On hym the Cros gan he make, 
and his preyeris he gan forto seye^ 
And Ek his Orysouf^s thanne ful tentyflye. 
and as he Made thanne his preyere, 
down In Slepyng Fyl he there ; 
what for drede, and what for travaille, 
There slept he with-Owten faille : 
For ful A gret nede he hadde therto, 
that hadde I-ben In swich travaille and wo. 

Anon as he On slepe there was, 
A viciowM ther Cam him to, be goddis gras ; 
him thowhte he saw A man I-Clothid in Bed, 
that to fom hym stood In that Sted. 
And Nasciens him Axede Anon Ryht there 
What he was, In fair Mauere. 
he Seyde, " I am Swich A man, 
that what thou hast don, tellen I Can ; 
and Ek what the is forto Come 
I Can the tellen, Al and Some." 
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KASCISNb'S vision. CELIDOTKE is safe. [cIL XXXIX. 
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Thanne Axede hym Nascions Eiht Anonc, 

*' Where that was Gelidoyne hia Bone" 108 

he seide^ '' that he was In the same lond 

that hym was promysed to, I yndirstond, 

Forto Encresen and Multeplye." 

'' A, quod I^asciens, ho is there In his Gompenye ! " 1 1 2 

'' In his Gompenye hath he there 

Them that Maken hym Byht gret Cheie. 

And Amonges hem Is he holden A lord, 

I sey the, Kasciens, at On word." 116 

Thanne Axede Nasciens Of hym Eftsone 
" Whedyr that losep^ and losephes weren gone, 
and tho fat with hym wente Owt of Sanas, 
and owt of Manye Anothyr plas." 120 

thanne answerid this goodman Anon, 
" that losep Ouer the see was gon, 
with-Owtcn Ony schipc vppon that See, 
Into Anothir lond, whore that he 124 

and Alle hise scholen there dwelle, 
that Gontre with newe peple to folfille 
whiche that is grauntyd to 30W, and hem 
that hym with komen Owt lemsalem.'' 128 

'' Ha, goode Sire, quod Nasciens tho, 
Sethen ^b knowen what is to do, 
Wolde je tellen me On thing In Gertein : 
jif Evere to Myn Owne Gontre to gon Ageyn." 132 
thanne Answerid this good Hon tho, 
'' Into thin Owne Gontre schalt thou neuere go 
but ^if it be Onlych In dremenge ; 
tak thou this for a sykyr Tydynge. 136 

Neper this vessel never the Mo 
Into thi Gontre ne schal not go, 
but hire stiUo dweUen In this Gontre, 
Tyl that Of Sarras al the Meyne, 140 

tni the hoiyoraai And with hem that vessel to bryngen hoi and Al, 
Wheche that kcpten the seint Graal. 
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and Afom that tyme, In Certein, 

This ylke Schipe schal not gon heyn. 144 

and )it thedix it is In alle degre 

tbre hundred ^er, As I telle it the." 

" Ha ! goode Siie, quod Nascien thanwe, NMd«MMk« 

^ who shall Iw the 

Of my lygne ho schal ben the laste Manne 1" 1 48 lut ofhis uim. 

'' that schalt thow weten Eyht hastely, 
To the I-Bchewed ful Openly." [tarienge, 

Thanne paste forth this good man wiV^Owten 
and lefte there Nasciens ful sore Slepynge ; 152 

as A man that sore f ortravaylled was, 
[he] lay Stylle Sloping In that plas. 
3it thowhte Ajen Sire Nasciens tho, 
that A^en this goodman to hym Gam to, 156 The man tirinf?t 

^ ' j^j^ ^ jj^y^ letter, 

and that A lytel wryt he hym browhte, 

and In his hond it putte, as he him thowhte, 

& seide, " behold now this Scripture here, 

Thanne Of thy lyne thou schalt here, 160 

but not Of hem that thou ferst Come, 

For Otherwise Schalt thou knowen the dome ; 

For it is Of hem that Of the Comen schal, which wai show 

as this wryt schal Schewen the Al. 164 ehaii fouow him. 

Thanne with this he partyd Away. 

thus sone him thouhte that Celidoyne he say, Then ceUdoyne 

and with him broughte On aftyr Anothir, «pp«^ 

Nyne p^rsones vppon A fothir. 168 with nine people, 

and In the gyse Of kynges they were, aii uke kings, 

Alle Sawf the heyhtthe In his Manere, — »«t the eighth, 

and he lik the kynde Of An hownd was, who is uke a 

•^ * hound. 

For diu&rs Skelis In that plas. 172 

Therto he was so f eble & so pore, " i!^ '^ 

that non power he ne hadde to stonden there. 

The ferste to Celidoine knelide tho, 

the second, y thridde, y fourthe diden al so ; 176 

the fyfthe, fe Sixthe, the Seventhe Ek, 

to hym they knelyd ful lowly & Mek ; 
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Tb«7 all kneel to 
Cdldoyne: one 
l8 like a lion. 



and eU the world 
regrets himwhen 
he dies. 



Nudene awakes, 
flnde the writing, 



and givoe thanks 
to God. 



His desoondauts 
BhaUbe 



Oelidoyne, 



and the heytthe and the Ninthe, In here diegro, 
thus AUe to Celidoyne kneledon hee. 
Of whiche On was In forme of A lyown, 
but that On his hed he ne hadde non Gorownu 
Whanne that out of this World scholde he go, — 
Al this him thowhte Sire Nasciens tho,— 
and that alle the world to him gan Compleyne ; 
Al thus demjd I^asciens In Certeyne : 
whiles On slepe In the Schipe he lay, 
Al this him thowghte verrayly he say. 

thanne Abowtes the Our of Noon, 
Sire Nasciens gan waken there Anon, 
where as he Anon Eedely the writ fere fonde, 
Ful faire I-Closed there In his honde, 
whiche the goodman dyde him take ; 
Eedely he it fonde whanne he gan wake, 
than Whanne Eedelich he gan it be-holde, 
faime ioyede he In his herte Manie folde, 
And wiste wel that Fable was it non 
whanne he say the writ In his bond I-don ; 
and thankyd his god with herte & Mende, 
that to hym he wolde ben so hende, 
hym Alle swiche thinges forto schewe 
In demonstraunce vppon A rewe ; 
For wel he wiste be goddes wills was it do, 
Al that thing that he sawgh tho. 

Thanne Opened he that wryt Anon, 
And Many MerveiUes fere behelde he son, 
that In Ebrw I-wreten weren there, 
and in lattyn, In dyvers Manere ; 
And Openly it Tolde of goddis knyhtes, 
& of his Ministres Anon there Eyhtes. 
The ferst, that Nasciens scholde be, 
the Seconde, Celidoyne, as I telle the. 
** and the ferste that of Celidoyne schal isswe, 
schal ben A kyng ful good and trowe : 
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ho8 Name scbal be kyng Karpus, 

A ful worthy knyht, and an Awntrve. 

the BQcnnd, Nasdens schal ben his Name, 

A worthy knyht, and of good fame. 

the thiidde, Elyen the grete, scholen they Calle, 



Kazpiii,and 



216 



220 



A worthy man amonge^ hem alle, 

and therto Eeligows Of lyf, 

And Corowne schal beren wtt^Owten stryf. 

The fowrthe, Ysayes, Clepid achal be ; 

The fyfthe lonaanz, as ^e mown se, 224 

that schal ben A knyht good & hardy, 

and holy chirche yp to beren stedfastly. 

the Sizthe, lawnceloz, Inamed f ol ryht, 

A worthy man^ & Mochel Of Myht, 228 

And therto I-Growned schal he be 

In Erthe and In hevene ful Sekerle ; 

For In hym herberwed bothe there is 

bothe pyte & Charite with-Owten Mys. 232 

the seventhe, Bays, scholen we Clepe ; 

& of him schal Comen with-Owten lette 

The Eyhtthe, [that] schal ben lawncelot In Certayne, 

whiche that sofiren schal both travaylle and payne 236 

More thanne Ony tofom hym ban I-do, 

Owther Aftyr hym Scholen Comen Also. 

This the kynde Of An hownd schal hayo, 

Tyl at his laste Ende to Maken him saye. 240 

Of hym Schal the Nynthe thanne Come, 
that is likned to a flood al & some, 
that Trowbled As A kanel schal be, 
and thikke atte Begynneng, I telle it the ; 244 

but In the Midwardis It schal be More Clor 
than to-fom it is In alle Manere ; 
And in the Ende, and thow wilt knowe, 
A hundred fold dowble, yppon a Rowo, 248 

More fairere. More Cleer, & More swete, 
thanne In Ony place to-fom, I the behete ; 



Slyvn (Trench, 
'alalnsUgnM'), 



TMVW,aad 



LawncdoB 
(Fr.'laaoelot'), 



BaiUk and 



LawnoeloC 
(Fr.*lanoelo0'), 



who it like a dag, 
ttU he mendi hU 
lift. 



His sou U like a 
maddy stream at 
flrit. 
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92 NASCISNB's 9TH DBSOBNDANTy QALAHAD. [oH. ttttt. 

and 80 Bwete to drynken It is^ Also, piis.ii] 

that wondir it is to wetene withowten Mo ; 252 

but clear an4 So that A Man thjnketh f ol trewele 

that fulfild Of y swetnesse may he not be. 
and In that flood schal I bathen Me 
From top to the too ful Sekerle ; 256 

and this same Man schal ben A kyng, 
his name if And his Name Cralath In vndiiatondyng. 
For he schal passen Of Bownte 
Alle that Eveie to-fom hym han be, 260 

Ofer alio that Evere scholen hym sewe, 
he schal hem passen : hold me for trewe. 

H« Is toflnUi this Man schal Enden aUe Ayentuie 

the ■dTeotans of 

uuuiand. In that lond, I the here Ensure, 264 

and Aftir my wil he schal it do, 

thns I the telle with-Owten Mo.'' 

Al this was wreten In tbike lyveret^ [Ft. *«< Arkn 

the wheche In Nasciens bond was set. 268 

and whanne he badde loked Eyeiydel, 

From Ende to Ende as Cowde fill wel, 

and beheld the Ende Of his lyne, 

and whiche that to hym scbolde propyne 272 

Aftyr the Schewyng Of this good Man, 

be hit beholdetb lik as he Can ; 

And that Galaaz it scbolde be, 
and is to be ftiu Fol Of Mcknesso and of bownte, 276 

Mdchino^ Of knyhthod & of Chevalrye, 

Of Conqwest and Of Victorye ; 

" and this Man the Ende of thy lyne schal be, 

as I the telle ful Certeynle." 280 

thanne for loye Gan he to wepe. 
When NMdttni whanftc be was Awaked Of bis slepe, 
for Joy it um and thankyd Grod with good Creawnce, 

For schewyng to hym of fat demonstraunce ; 284 

For gret loye be badde to be-bolde 

tbe wryt In his bond ful Manyf olde ; 



tiding!. 
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and there it to be-holde was his Entent, 

whiles the day with hym was present, 288 

Fore Of Alle day he ne Myhte hym Eestreyne ud itadiM an 

bnt that writ to beholden In certeyne ; 

for gladdere he was Of that Syhte 

Thanne Alle the world to han had In his Myhte, 292 

Of that like same prophesye 

whiche that hym was schewed sekerlye ; 

For he wiste wel with-Owten dowte 

that it scholde be trewe Al Abowte, 296 

lyk as he Fond in that Eolette, of the uuia mi, 

whiche that In his bond was sette. 

And whanne so longe he hadde loked there On, 
Tyl that the day was Al A-gon, 300 

that he Cowde knowen non lettrwre, 

So dirk it was, I the Ensure ; tiiiitK«todark. 

and whanne that lettrore Cowde he knowen non, 
Into his Bosom he it pntte Anon, 30i 

And Aaens his brest he gan it to leye He pats Um mrit- 

o V tng In hii bnast, 

with Al His Mynde M Enterelye ; 

And as Faste he gan that writ to hym f olde, 

as the Child of the Modir doth to y pappes holds 308 

bothe for pyte and Ek for love, 

thus dyde he for the good lord above. 

Thanne gan he his preyeris f orto seye, 

and ek his Orysouns fol devoutlye, 31 2 

' that irod of his M^rcy & pvte *nd pnyi to b^ 

® ^ ir^ keptlnOod'B 

In his Servise Meynteyned to be, aenrtM. 

as the fadir wil kepen the sone, 

So me, good lord, bringe to thy wone.' 316 

And whanne he hadde mad his preyorc, 
To the Schippes bord gan he go there ; 
and al that leve longe Kyht He thinks aii the 

live-long night 

Into the Se he loked forth Byht, 320 orer hia Tidoo. 

where that he fyl In a gret thowht, 
whiche from hym ne myhte askapen nowht, 
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94 NAaOIENS WANTS HIS VISION MORB BXTLAIND. [CH. ZZHZ. 

be Encheson fat the Eyhtthe of his lyne theie 

Scholde ben Chonged In Swich Manere, ^ 324 

■odtiMboiiid, As to the ianud Of An hownd 

whiche that goth vppon the grownd, 
ttM lion, and the totheie the f onae Of A lyown, 

<< this is to Me Byht A Wondir Avyciown." 328 

and ^it gan he to thynken More 

why the nynthe to A lyown was not likned thore, 
andttMibwiB. but to A flood that In begynneng was 

Trowble and thikke In Eveiy phis, 332 

and In the Endyng bothe Cier & swete, 

For to Every mannys drynkeng it was Mete, 
vppon the wheche f al sore he thowhte, 

and Into gret pe[»]8ifiie8se yere it hyxn browhte^ 336 

that Of al Nyht non Sleeps he ne slepte, 

bat Evere his writ ful wel he kepte ; 

and Al Nyht he lokede Into the se 

vppon the Schippes bord ful Certeinle, 340 

whmttieday thanne whaime he say the day to Sprynge^ 

To hym it was a loyf ul tydynge ; 

Thanne vp his hondis he gan to holde, 

and thankid his lord ful Manyfolde, 344 

NtMiMit pnjt and preide to god, In his Manure, 
m«7 beezpui^ * Of Gerteyn thinges hym wisse & lere, 

whiche that his herte desireth greUy 

It forto knowen more Openly, 348 

why that On Of his lyne scholde be 

likned to An hownd/ ^ this Merveilleth me, 

and A nothir to a flood 

whiche atte begynneng is trowble, I vndirstood, 352 

and In the Endyng so swete it is 

and so Marveillous, with-Owten Mis : 

perioiQ at Ese schal I neuere be 

tyl that here-Offen I knowe y Certeynte." 356 

Whanne thus his pieyere he hadde I-do, 

A^en the wryt he took him vnto, 
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and theie-Onne fute he loked Anon 

that Alle his Inst was Awey gon ; 360 

For nethir to drinken ne to £te 

hadde he non lust, wel ^e wete ; 

bat Evere to loken vppon his wry t, He itiidiM the 

that was y moste thing Of his delyt. 364 "^""^ "^^ 

and whanne it drowh to-ward the Noon, 
Est Into the Se he lokede Anon, 

and say A schip^ Come seyleng faste a lUp oomee to 

Towardis hym In ful gret haste ; 368 ""* 

and Atte laste it Apioched so Nj, 
tyl bold On bord they weren sekerly. 
and thaiuie ful faste beheld he there 
Both vp & down In his Manere, 372 

and non lyres body theie-Inne he say ; biuheaeee nobody 

bnt Ener he supposede as he lay, ke goee into it. 

that with-Owten Man ne was it nowht 
that thike schipd there to hym browht ; 376 

so that his Owne schipe forsook he Anon, 
and Into the tothir he gan forto gon, 
and loked Abowtes In Every Comer 
)if Ony man he [myht] fynden there. 380 

And Atte laste A man there he fond, Denf ss] 

as this storye doth 30W forto yndirstond, 
whiche was Ryht An Old Man, 
that Govemoi^r Of thike schip was than ; 384 

whiche Man lay there In Restyng Then he finds ui 

old nft" Qflleopf 

In manure As thowgh he were In Slepyng. 

and whanne that Kasciens to hym gan gon, 

Vpe he Caste his Eyen there anon ; 388 

** What sekest thou, quod this good man, here ? " 

*' A, sire, I wolde witen yd that On slepe ^e were." 

" What is that to the 1 " anod this crood Man« ^ix) ii ckmi at 

,^^ being wmked, bat 

" Whejwr I slepe Or wake," quod he to Nasciens than ; 
" For this is not the ferste Owr 393 

That thou hast don Me moche more langour ; 
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pmentiy tosivai but this schal I now foneven it the : 

be war Eftsones thow greve not Me." 396 

" A, swete sire. Anon quod Ifasciens tho, 
In what place haue I owht 30W misdo t 
Siker, and I it wiste In Ony degre^ 
gret Amendis wolde I Maken the ; 400 

after myn symple powere Certein, 
30W, sinfiy Agreen I wolde fol pleyn." 
'' Wei, quod this good man that was present^ 
Of thy good wille I holde in Contempt" 404 

thanne this good man Eefreyned hym tho, 
' whens he was, & whedir he wolde got' 
And Kasciens hym tolde al the veryte 
Of his trowble and his Adversite. 408 

And whanne l^asciens hadde told hym Al this, 

N-riwHMirihiM thanne Axede he Of hym with-Owten Mys, 

ha iip 'Of what Contre that he was.' 

the goodman him answered In that plas, 412 

H« It ofa oonntiy << I am Of swich a Contre 

irher» Naadant -r ^ i i 

•luu never go, that thou nen^TO Inne Come sekerle, 

ne Neuere ne schalt in non Manere 

whiles that thou lyvest here. 416 

and Mdfl the Utter but of the Writ lot thow hast in honde, 

loke that thou wel vndirstonde." 



Neadenenqra, ''that schsl I, quod Nasciens, with good wille, 

he wmnto tTdo^ For ]:at myn herte wel mochel falleth vntyllo ] 420 

For whiles that I there-Onn« don thinke 

I ne have non lust nefer to Eten ne drynke. 

but Of ij thinges fayn wold I knowe 

(jif I Myhte with-Inne A throwe,) 424 

whiche Myn herte myhte gretly Ese, 

And I wiste jow Not to mysplese ; " 
end tent the <4d and tolde the goodman Every del, 
"*" Uk as vppon his herte it lay ful wel. 428 

Anon this good man beheld him tho, 

and seide, " sire Nasciens, what thenkest fan do 
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97 



432 



436 



440 



For to knowen thy lordis prevy te, 

which In now wyse ne scholde be. 

For he is a gret fool with-Owten les, 

that desiieth to knoweri his lordis secres 

More thanne he Owhte forto do : 

be war, sire Nasciens, do J?ou not so," 

" Now trewely, Sire, quod Nasciens Ageyn, 

^e sein ful soth, Sire, In Certein." 

" For this Cause syre Nasciens, I telle it the, 

that the wysere Evere scholdest thou be, 

and Also no More to ben so vnkonneng 

Of thy lordis secrees to han knoweng ; 

Sethen that god Of his gret pete, 

Of his specyal grace and debonewryte, 

Hath the schewed be demonstrauTtce 

Of alle the lynes Every chawnche, 

how they scholen happe, and what to be ; 

and 3it me thinketh it pleseth nc' the, 

but Evere desirest from day to day 

hit forto knowen More verray, 

whiche that Non thing Oweth to the, 

bethen that thou art Erthly & Mortalite. 

WherfoTP it May Neuere schewed be 

To non dedly Man In non Manere degre, 

but }if it be Only be Eevelaciown 

thorwgh the holigost In publicaciowu72. 

" Behold how Owre lord In Alle Manere 
Of his grete godnesse hath schewed \>^ here 
As Mochel as Eny Creature Cowde devise ! 
and 3it kanst f ou not leven In Non Man«r wyse, 
but Evere forto Enqweren More & More, 
be war lest it greve the ful sore ; 
For there nby Myhtest thow Ryht wel sone 
Greten his haterede, And that Anone." 464 

Whanne Nasciens vndirstood Al this Eesown, 
thanne knew he wel be his Owne Enchesown 

QRAAL. VOL. II. 7 



The man nji, He 

iaagreAtfooI 
who tries to pry 
Into hit Ixnd's 
■eortte. 



The old I 



444 



448 leektoknow 

man than he hM 
been told. 



452 



456 



whioh le much 
more than If uffoal. 



460 



else he majr roiue 
God'ei 
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98 NABOISNS'S NINTH, OR LION-, DESCENDANT. [CH. TTTrr, 

that he was A synnere ful grette, 
and that Of his Synne he ne Cowde not lete ; 468 

and to the goodman Seide In this Manere, 
NMdcnt aokiMm- " Now, good Sere, haueth me Excused here, 

ladgMhUflo, . . 

For it Nis now Merveille Of Myn Ax jngd 
In that I am A 83mnere In Alle thynge ; 472 

and wot Neuere what I Axen Schal 
that scholde me Availle, partye and Al ; 
and knoweth wel )>at synneies In Al degre 
knowen not what they Axen Certeynle, 476 

Nethir Aftyr Grod neper aftyr Eeeown ; 
andpnyatoiM therfoie haueth me now In Excusaciown.'' 

mcniwwl. 

" Wherfore, quod the goode man thanne, 
desirest thou to knowen the lyne Of Manne 480 

that Scholen fallen Of thy degre, 
thowgh likenesse Of an hownd J?at it he, 
and the iNynthe I-lykned to a flood, 
lyk as here-to-fore thow vndirstoodi" 484 

" Sire, and I knew this, quod Kasciens tho, 
thanne Al my sorwe were Clene Ago." 
Then the old man '* )e, quod this goodman to hym Ageyn, 
teut him, xhanne schal I the it tellen In Certeyn. 488 

that hie ninth " Thyke that Of the lyown han Sygnefyauwce, 

descendant sisnl* 

fled bj the ikm^ lokc that thou take it In ful Bememhrawnce — 
fcithiW}**^**^^ *" and Ek of Owre lordis Owne Schewyng, — 

that they Scholen hen good In here leveng, 492 

And Of feyth hothe pyler and fundement, 
and ferto Of Clene lyf In al here Entent. 
& for Of Clene lyf that they scholen he. 
The lyown they signefie In Eche degie 496 

Be Manye Sesowns, As I schal the Schewe : 
herkene hem now, here vppon A rowe. 
and ae the lion For lyk As the lyown Ouer Alle Other hestes 
other beaste, * Is chef lord, and perto hath alle his hestes, 500 

and putteth hem vndir his Subiecciown, 
man over etamen. Hiht SO doth the wyse Man be alle Manere Of Besown, — 



CiSeeFr.p.99,«U 
noerimea qoi . . 
plerdolt la forme, 
et reiien<rit en 
ffwme de Uon.*] 
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he wil not In synne lyhtly f alle, 

ihowghe pat be Entysment the devel to hym Calle, 504 

and ^if it happe as be Mys-Aventure 

that In dedly synne he falle, I the enswte, 

^it he hopeth Into the Otterest degre 

thorwgh Celastial thinges saved f orto be ; 508 

and that be the holigostes Myht 

From synne to kepen hym bothe day and nyht ; 

And be Groddis Myht thens Owt to A-Ryse, 

lyk as the lyown of Alle bestes hath the pryse : 512 

and thns the goode Man doth hym Bestreyne 

Eyeiy day from Synne Certeyne 

thorwgh his strengths and thorwgh his Myht, 

Of the holygoet» I telle the ful Byht. 516 

" The tothir that to an hownd I-lykned Is, 
Signefyeth A Synneie with-Owten Mys, 
that for hunger Eenneth to his vyawnde, — 
as I do the now forto yndirstonde, — 520 

So doth the Synnere thorwgh temptaciownn 
Of the develys quentyse and ymagynaciown, 
that In synne whanne he is falle^ 
Evere the devel to hym doth Calle, 524 

That he ne hath non strenkthe to Ryse 
lyk as the lyown hath. In non wyse ; 
For, And he witte how fowl Synne were, 
and how bytter In Eche Manere, 528 

and what byttemesse that is there-Inne, 
I trowe that he wolde beleven Of synne ; 
For thanne scholde he knowen Eche Del 
The fylthnesse of Alle Synnes ful wel. 532 

lo, thus to A flood ^ and to A lyown 
thy ligne is lykned be good Eesown. 

'' And how the Kynthe is likned Certeynle 
To A gret Flood, — here hast thou now se, 536 

that In the begynneng trowble & thikke it is, 
and swete In the Endeng with-Owten Mys. 



IfbaflOltlntotia 
bfShopMtobe 
rMtored I9 tha 
Holy Spiril. 



Th««lRhtlid»- 
MWiduit, LaviH 
eelo^ typified bj 
the hound (p. 80, 
91), tignlfiM a 
riimer, who 



hMnoftrtngth 
to riM or to know 
howftmlilBia, 



•Im ho wonld 
leftTO it. 

[1 P hownd. B«t 
Galaliad, Nm- 
dens's ninth 
deaoendant, waa 
1. a flood, 2. a 
lion : ue p. 96.] 

Naadons't ninth 
descendant (Oa- 
lath or Oalahad, 
p. 91-2) la like a 
troubled « 
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100 NAS0IEN8*8 NINTH DE8CSNDANT, GALAHAD. [CH. ZXXIX 

'' Be enchosown that the flood tiowbled schal be, 

and thikke atte begynneng In Alle d^gre, 640 

bMMiMiMWM It is for be was beceten In Synne, 

be Engendrwre, netbii More ne Mynne ; 

and that Mulyer not bom be was^ 

but be lust Of lecheiye In Certein^ plas ; 544 

and not be holy Chirches ymagynacioun, 

but Onlyche be fowl f omycaciowun, 

and In Othir dedly Synne Also ; 

therfore his birthe In begynTieng, foul it is, lo, 548 

and trowbled As Is a thykke Bevere. 

'' but as In the Midwardis, vndiistonde ])0u here^ 

that whanne he Cam to his Middyl Age, 
but wffl groimp a he waz A man bothe sad and Sage, 552 

wIm msn. Aill of 

proweM, and ful Of prowesse and Chevaliye^ 

Therto Myhty man, Strong and hardye. 

That is ^it now More for to seyn : 

Of Chevalrye he schal passen Alle his fadris pleyn^ 556 

bothe of Erthly prowesse. 

Of bownte, and Of alle godnesse. 
andteftTiiginaii For a vlrgyne Evere schal he be 

'" *° alle dayes Of his lyve Certeinle ; 560 

mon wondarAdij An d the £nde Of him More M&Tveillous schal be 

than ftnj othir 

nun. thanne Of Ony 0\er Man Certeynle ; 

For Of Condiscions he schal ban non pere 

Of non Erthly Man lyrenge here. 564 

For he A More gracious Man schal ben 

thanne Evere was Ony Of his stien. 

Now have I told the Al the hole decent 

Of Alle thy lyne. Sire, verament." 668 

ThMithtoid mui And whanne these wordes he hadde I-told, 

dluqipMrt. 

IT'asciens faste gon to be-hold. 

And he ne wyste In non degre 

where this Man becam Certeynle. 672 

And whanne l^asciens sawgh al this, 

thanne thanked he fe kyng Of blys. 
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and wiste wel ])at it was goddis Oidinaunce 

that him sente Swich maneie of chaunce, 576 

and pat he hadde verray knowenge 

Of that he was to fore In stodyenge. 

Now scholen we tomen here Owre stoiye, TiMitoiTgoM 

and to M^ntyn, Nasciens wyf, scholen we hye. 680 Jnl** *'*'*" 



CHAPTER XL. 



OF FLBGENTTNB 8 MEEKNESS, AND HOW SHE HAS THE 
THREE TOMBS BUILT AND OABVED.^ 

How FlQgentyne bare her sonows yery meekly, and prayed for 
Kasciena and Oelidoyne (p. 102) ; and how, aa she was 
going to the Virgin's church, the men of Tarabel met her 
and gave her her husband's message (p. 102, and see oh. 
zzxriii p. 83) ; and how she took silver and gold, and 
went and got workmen, and set up ** the tombs of Judg- 
ment in the oontre betwene Tarabel and Babiloine " over 
Kabor, the Lord of Tarabel, and the Giant Fereyn (p. 103) ; 
and how she then retired to her castle Belyl, and would 
not leave it, though entreated by Mordrains and Sarraoynte 
to do 80 (p. 103-4). 

Whanne that Nasciens from his Castel was go, FitgentjiM !• 

Thanne flegentyne his wyf made mochel wo atNaaetau's 

that he nowgher myhte hen fownde, 
Nethir fer, nethir Kygh, In non stownde : 4 

thanne left sche stylle ful of Momeng, 
Of Sorwe, and of lewmentyng, 
as sche that hiie lord loved Sovereinly 
AhoTen Alle Creatines ])at weren Erthly ; 8 

and )it Nen^re for non temptacioun 
hire herte was Neuere In Mwtacyoun ; 
but Evere As A womTTian good & Clene 
hire persecucions sufficed, As I wene ; 12 

' The Additional MS. heads the illustration to this chapter, 
— " Ensi que vne duohoise fit taillier les tombes, et les lettrea 
escrire ; " and begins '* Chi endroit dist li conies que quant 
nasoiena se fu partis des homes karabel et de nabor qui en tel 
maniere estoit mort oomme li conies nous a deuises. li home 
karabel alerent tant qu'il uindrent a la duohoise flagentine," &c. 
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102 FLEOENTTKB GETS NEWS OF NASGIENS. [CH. XL. 

tetbawi h«r And Evere thanked God Of hire trebuladonn, 

grief vefyaiMklj. ' 

Of hire deseisse and hiie penecudown, 
and Eyere As A wonuTian ful Of Meknesse 
Sche hire kepte In Al hire distresse ; 16 

and ihowgh In loje Oper In sorwe sche were, 
siMpnyi ibr imt For hire lord sche preyde In hire Manere, 

bmbttiMl And too* 

and for here jonge sone Also, 

That Qod hem kepe from peyne & wo, 20 

ndtiMirniTii- and that here Sowlis Myhte Comen to blysse ; 

Of this preyere dide sche not Misse. 

And thus Momed sche Everyday tho 

For that hyrd lord was so Ago, 24 

and wisten Nenere whider becomen they were. 

Into non place, Nethyr Fer ne Nere. 
and whanne it was toward the Nyht, 
ThemmorstfTM and Men Of Sarras Comen horn fnl Ryht, 28 

MBg bar bMk no '' ^ 

tidtngi, and non tydynges ne Cowden telle 

Of hire lord in non wise how it bef elle, 

thanne Moche sorrere Abasched sche was. 

More thanne to-fore In Ony Oper plas. 92 

thanne gretter^ sorwe hadde sche witA-owten yarianfioe 

Othirwyse thanne sche made Offen Semblaunce ; 

nd dM gri«TM and thus Al bat N^yht In sorwe sche lay 

ftUnight. XV *f 

Tyl uppon J>* Morwen it was lyht Of day. 36 

On the Morwe Erly, whanne it was lyht, 
toward the Chirche this lady took hire way Ryht, 
wheche that hire lord Sire Nasciens 
Of Godis Modir hadde mad it In ren&rens. 40 

ThonwnorTarft- Thanne Comen the Men of tarabel 

M bring Na«- 

dens'tgraettng. To Flegcntync, that lady so lei, 

and seide that *' ^owre lorde sente ^ow gretyng 

Of good love Aboven Alle thing," 44 

and tall hii wiA and tolden hire Only how fat it was — 

wbiit bai»p«Md to as that they Syen In thike plas, — 

Tui^i. Of Tarabel the grete lord, 

to Nabor. and of Nabor, At On Word, 48 
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62 



56 



60 Flcgentyne iNiildi 
the three tomlw 
- b«r hnebuid bftd« 
lwr(p.8S), 



And Of the grete leawnt Also, and um giant, 

how yat of hem thie it happede the. 

Whanne that ache YDdirstood Al this tale, 
how that hire loid was hiowht In hale, 
and how Saved he was he goddis M^rcy, 
thanne thydirward faste she gan hyre hy, 
And took with hiie hothe Silvii Ss Gold 
To fnMlle that hire lord wold, 
and to that Mowntayng wente Anon 
theT6 that hire lord the hataille hadde don. 
And Aftii werkmen sente ache fiaste 
Tho thre tomhes to Maken In haste ; 
lyk as hiie lord devysed hem hadde, 
The workmen faste sche maken hadde : 
So that with-Inne thre Month of day 
they weren Eedy dyht ; and sche wente hire way. 64 
For tho tombes so hy let sche pere Make 
that Al the world feroSe Ensample to take, 
And sche let wryten On Every ston 
the Cause of here deyeng Anon. 68 

And to Every tomhe sche ^af A name, 
" the tomhes of Inggement " with-owten blame ; 
and these tombes stonden In the Entre 
be-twene Tarabel and babiloine Sikerle. 72 

So that hom a3en Is sche now gon. 
To Belyl hire Castel Of lym & ston, 
and there sche Casteth for to Abyde, 
And thens to Eomowne At no^ Tyde 
tyl that sche have tydynges Of hire lord, 
Owther from hym Som Certeyn Word, 
Owther Ellis that sche wente be Aventure, 
Ellis wolde sche not thens gon, I the Ensure. 80 

Thus this lady In hire Castel stille Abod, 
As A good womman f ul Of hevenynesse & Mod, 
From to-fom Cristemasse Feste 
Into past Esteme Atte leste. 84 



and calls them 
the Tomba of 
Jadgment. 



Deaf 56] 

She livea In her 
eaatle Belyl, 
76 pMs.not] 



ft-mn Chrirtinaa 
tol 
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104 FLBOSNTTKB STAYS IN CASTLS BELTL. [cU, XLI. 

and In thiB Meue while Cam Rydyng — 
That goode lady Into Comfortyng — 
MordrainsMid his bothe kyng Mordreyns and his qwene 

queen ooine to see 

FiegvntyiM, and Sarracynte, that lady be-dene ; 88 

fo to suTM, and gladliche with hem hire wold han had, 

and to Sarras with hem hire wold han lad, 
imt she won't go but sche ne wolde for non thing 

To Sarras gon with the kyng 92 

tyl that sche haue yerray knowlechinge 

Of hire lord, more verray tydynge. 
but now leveth this storye here 

Of kyng Mordrains and the lady In fere, 96 

and bothe Of J^Tasciens & Celidoyne, 

And of al that lyne there in certeyne, 
TheitorygoMto And Ajen Tometh to losep^e,^ and losephes his sone, 
company. & to AUe that Foleschope that with hym gone. 100 



trlthoatnewtof 



CHAPTER XLI. 

HOW JOSEPH AND HIS COMPANIONS CROSS OVER TO 
BRITAIN ON JOSEPHES'S SHIRT.^ 

How God deliyered from prisons, and fed always, Joseph and 
his companions ; and one night ordered Joseph to heget 
Galaaz on his wife, which he did (p. 106-6). How they 
come to the sea, and ask counsel of Josephes as to their 
crossing it (p. 106-7). He says, God will take some over at 
once, but not all (p. 107) ; and why, because, though He 
kept His promise of help to them, some of them were 
unchaste with their wives, and others repented leaving 
their homes, therefore they cannot pass over (p. 108); 
but the good ones shall (p. 108). These, Josephes kisses 
(p. Ill), and by order of a voice from heaven sends the 
Graal-Bearers first, who walk barefoot on the sea as on dry 

' This, and the same word hereafter, represent the losep of 
the MS., the final p having a curl over it. 

' The Additional MS. heads the illustration to this chapter, 
^" Bnsi que losephes le vesque fet passer ses gens la mer sour 
son chemise, et deus i afondrerent ; " and begins ** Orendroit 
dist li oontes, que quant ioseph se fu partis de sarras. il erra 
entre lui et sa compaignie mainte ioumee, et tant qu'il oreut 
passe le flun d* eufratre, et mainte autre terre.'* 
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gromul (p. 111-12) ; then he pulls off his shirt, and oalla 
Joseph firsti then Dro (p. 112), and 160 persons on to it 
on the sea, God ** redressing " it^ and making it hold them, 
except two sinners who drop off, and sink like lead or 
stone (p. 113). On the Shirt they cross the sea, and 
arrive safe in Great Britain, which is peopled by iSaraoens 
and other miscreants (p. 113). Josephes prays fbr his 
friends left behind, and is told that they shall arriye safe, 
and that he is to spread Christianity over the land (p. 114). 
He tells his companions that Britain is their promist 
land, and exhorts them to keep God's law and establish it 
there (p. 115). They offer at once to do what he orders 
for the rearing of God's law ; but he decides on waiting 
for tidings of their companions (p. 115). 

Now telleth here this Stoiy Anon, 

That afbir JosepA^ from Sarras was gon^ 

So that betwene hym and his Gompenye 

Manye Jomes wenten they Sekerlye 

tyl they weien past the flowm Of Ewfratte, 

And Manye Othir Jomes bothe Erly and late. 

And as they wenten, Mochel folk they fownde 

that hem Aiested In that stownde ; 

bnt Eveie god delin^red hem Anon 

bothe Owt Of Castel and Owt of ston ; 

So that Nyhtes thanne Manyon 

In Wodes weren they logged Echon, 

and In Every mannes loggenge 

Alle Manure Of yyande bothe of Mete and drink ; 

what that here hertes Cowden Axen Ofer Ciave, 

with-Owten dowte Anon they it have. 

that Nyht lay Joseph with his wyf, 
A Noble woman to God, and Clene Of lyf ; 
For Of Alle wommen that thike tyme were, 
Of hire degre hadde sche non pere. 
Thanne descendid A vols there Anon, 
and to JosepAa there spak thns son, 
and seide *' that the grete Maister p* word sent 
thy wyf fleschly to knowen In good Entente ; 
This Niht Only that thou so do, 
For it is goddis will that it be so. 



JoMphandhia 
oompanioitt 
maluiiuttij 
Joarnto^ 



■TCdaliTwd 



12 



AndfMwUhM 

moehMtti^ 

reqairt. 



16 



JoMphhatawlA, 
nobto, and virta- 



20 mnd the best of 
hertlm*. 



24 
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JOSEPH BEGETS GALAAZ, AND GOES TO THE SKA. [CH. XLL 



He It to have a 
MD of her, to be 



odledCHdau, 



whowaaagood 



and a worthy 
knight. 



Joaephandhis 
company pray 
before tha Gnal, 



then go towarda 
the tea. 



but And no ahip. 



So that here thorwgh the seed Of the 

this lond may Bepleynached be : 28 

and )if that it be a knave Chyld, 

Galaaz thou him Clepe, bothe mek and Myld, 

For thus Commandeth the giete lord 

that Alle thing Ordejneth be his Owne Acord." 32 

thanne Answerid Joseph there riht Anon, 
" I am Bedj his Comandement to don, 
but that I am so Feble and so Old 
that I not how this thing ben schold." 36 

quod this voys, '' dismaye the non thing, 
For thus Moste it be with-Owten varyeng." 

his wyf, Josep^6 knew that Nyht, 
and begat Galaaz thorwgh goddis Myht, 40 

whiche was A good man, and Clene of lif, 
and the peple kepte from Mochel stryf ; 
and therto A worthy knyht he was, 
which was fulfild be goddis gras. 44 

So On the Morwe, whanne it was day, 
JosepAe and his Meyne tooken here way 
there that holy arche it was. 

And Maden here preyeres In J^at plas ; 43 

Afore that holy vessel Alle knelynge, 
they preiden there ful sore wepinge 
And besowhten Oure lord Of good Cowndyt 
Ouer that Se to passen ful qwyt 52 

Into the lond that was behoten hem, 
To Alle here Children, and to herd stren. 

Thanne whanne here preyers they hadden I-do, 
Towardis the Se thanne Oonne they go, 56 

And this be-fyl vppon a satirday 
that be-Nyhgted they weren In fay. 
and whanne they weren Come to the see, 
19'ethir Galeye ne Schipe ne fownden they sekerle 60 
where-Inne they myhten Over see gon. 
thanne Maden they mone Everichon ; 
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and MktlMadTlM 
oTJoMph^ 



wiMtthiydiaU 



■BdllOirtlMJ 

■haU g«t to tlM 

laadproiBlft 

toihmnf 



and for Sorwe and fol lewznentyng ThsyMvnuMh 

they boisten Alio In Sore wepyng, 64 

and preyden Owre lord Of his Socour 

hem forto senden In that kngowr ; 

and for his Marcye & his pyte 

Sawf to hiyngen hem Oyer the See. 68 

and with this they Comeii wepyng ftd soxe 

alle to Joeephes the Bischopd there, 

" A, Sire huchope, how scholen we do t 

On^ thia Se mown we not Go, 72 

For here is nethir schipe ne Galeye 

That we mown Oner In gon trewelye ; 

Wherf ore we mosten Abyden stille here 

But ^ konne tellen yb Ony hettyr Chere. 76 

Wherefore, Sire, we preyen now the 

that thou woet tellen ys som Gerteinte, 

whethir that we scholen here stylle Abyde, 

Owther Oo^ the see goon At this tyde 

Into the lond that is ^oven to yb 

Be the Specyal grace Of swete leans, 

that the Bemnaunt Of Oure weyes myhte we go 

Gore lordis wille to fulfillen Al so." 

Whanne Joseph sawh hem Maken this Mone, 
Gret pite he hadde Of hem Everichone JompIm pitiM 

thMn, and tells 

that they here Contre and good hadden forsake, thMn, 

and Only to Goddis Servise hem take ; 88 

and Ek that Of his kynne they were, 
bothe lordis and ladyes that weren there. 

And Anon he seide these wordis Milde, 
" Dismaye 30W not, neper lord lady ne Childe, 92 

For he that hath Coiwveyed vs In Every weye. Too ihau u oon-: 

_ , _, , _ ^-- fiyd ov«v but 

Ou6r this See he wele vs now Conveye. 

Bat alle, at this tyme, Cowndeye not he wele ; not au at 000^ 

and why, I schal tellen yow the Skele. 96 

For whanne )e Ck>m6n Ovrt Of ^ourd lond. 

As I do )ow here to vndirstond. 



80 



84 
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108 J08EPH aSPBOYBS HIS FELLOWS FOR THEIB SIN. [oH. ZLL 

beMOMyoQ And foisoken Al Worldly Ese, 

God and fbiMin Onliche that goode lord for to plese, 100 

rin, 

and him behighten good Servise to do 
As the Child to y fadir, with-Owten Mo ; 
And that Synne scholden )e don non 
From that tyme forward wher^ so ^e gon, 104 

Hk As ^e dyden there be-fore 
with )onre wyves whanne ^e weren there : 
and He promiit and he aow behighte with-Owten drede 

to piotMt yon* 

he wolde 30W soconre In al joore Nede ; 108 

and where-Onne ^oure herte would thenke, 

je scholde it hauen, bothe Mete and drynke ; 

and Also delyveren 30W wolde he 

From alle Noysannce and al adversite : 112 

And Alle thing that he hath 30W behyht^ 

he hath it parfo[r]med with strengthe & myht. 

■iidgiTeaUyoa For 3it me semeth that 30 axeden nevere thing 

but that Anon that je hadden jowre Askyng. 116 

and as Often as that Arest hauen 30 ben, 
he hath 30W deliu^red both faire Sc Clen. 

and Hu imnniae Thns hath he aolden to 20W his beheste, 

haibeenkapt. 

To Man womman and Child, both lest and Meste. 120 
" But ful Evel Aqwyt hym ban 30 

For his kendenesse, As 3e scholen Se : 

Herkeneth me now what I schal say. 
imt yoora hat << Whanne he to 30W spak 3isterday 124 

for though la Atte Entre Of the forest here 

That Agas is Clepid In Old Manure, 

and there he warned 30U genneraly 
oodbada7<mbe In Chastete to kepen 30W Only, 128 

and Clene In body and In herte, 

that non yndennesse 30W Asterte ; 

Ke not with 3owre wyves forto Melle 

but be his leve, As I 30W Spelle ; 132 

and this promyse Maden 3e, 

As 3e wel knowen Ccrteynle : 
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jttui 

haveb 



oTyoa 



140 



thattlMjoHMit 



144 



BottlMoHitn 
have thdr bMite 
148 AiUoriovtk 



Now, behold how ^e ban this holden, 

jowie promyses lik as ^e tolden ! 

FoT the More part Of this Compenyey 

je knowen ^owie wyves In luxvrye ! 

And SomTne theie ben that Eepenten f ul sore 

that Owt Of heie Contie Comen they thoie ; 

and so Entasted Alle ^e been, 

Somme Of lecherye that is ynclen, 

And Somme Of his Contie the Eepentaunce 

why they Owt Comen be Ony Chaoncey 

and Soiy they ben In alle degre 

here heites to sette In Swich parfyte. 

'* But the tothere that Operwiae ban do, 
here hertes to god Contenwed Euere mo, 
and ^t Into this day dwellyn they So, — 
Al so hot brennerag Eyere In Chaiyte, lo, 
as Ony licour In vessel boylled May be. 
Thus dwellen they In love and In Charite ; 
and ben f nlfild with the holy gost, 
the wheche that is lord Of myhtes most ; 
Eor they ban kept hem In Chastete 
Affcyr GoddiB byddyng In Eche degie. 
And In Chastete ban they kept heie lyf 
Afiyr goddis comandement with-Owten stryf,- 
These, trewely, scholen passen the See 
witA-Owten Schip« ojcr galeye In Ony degre ; 
and the See hem Susteyne scbal also, 
and there-Over Clone forto go. 
For wiih venym Enfect be they not trewelye, 
Ke^ with fylthe Entachched, ne vrith non velonye ; 1 64 
These with-Owten Schipe Scholen go 
Over the See with-Owten Mo, 
thorwgh feyth, beleve, and stedfast Creaonce 
that In hem Ib fowndeti with-Owten variaunce. 168 

'^ But ^e that ben fallen in Synne, But yoo, Uui* 

3e ben not Able to Entren the Se wit^-Inne 



152 



156 



160 



and the Holy 
Bpiilt» 



wiUioat 



fBrtht7«r»flPM 
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110 JOSEPH'S UNCHA8TB COMPANIONS LAMENT. [CH. XU. 

But 3if 36 han Owther Schipe ofer Galeye 

That 30W Ouer May bryngen Sauflye. 172 

and wele 30 now heien the Cause whyl 

I schal it 30W tellen ful Openly ; 

that we from 30W scholen departen heie, 

I schal it 30W Schewen Moie Openly and Clere. 176 

For Ouie lord desyreth In non degre 

The deth of A Synnere^ what so he be ; 

but that he lyre and Amenden his lif 

Forto lyven In Glennesse with-Owten stiyf. 180 

" This thing to 30W now have I told, 
3owre owne folyes to knowen Manyfold, 
Of that 3e han Mistaken 30W Ony Owr 
I forfetyng A3ens 3oiire Creatowr, 184 

Nefer neuere Eepented 30W Into this day 
Of 30ure Evele dedis, as 1 30W Say." 
pogoiitymw Thanne they that Cowpable were, 

herde JosepAd Speken In this Manere, 188 

and hem 80 Acusede Of here trespas, 

Ful mochel Sorwe Maden they In that plap, 

and begannen so gret deol forto Make 

So that for Sorwe they gonne to qwake, 192 

that neuere grettere Sorwe Men say 

To-fi)m. that tyme Into that day ; 

and Cryden In here Owne Conciense, 

'* A, Creature vnkende, why wostest fan Offense I 196 

and Of this Condicioun Cursed peple we ben 

Ful two hundred Ss Sixty, as that I wen." 

And Of hem that not Acwsed were, 
To losephes the[y] Kennen al In fere, 200 

and to-fom hym they kneleden Eveiychon, 
and thanne thus to hym they seiden Anon — 
aadtheinnoonit <'Now, sweto Sere Josephes^, how may this be 
•haUpMithesMP that we scholen passen here Ouer the see?'* 204 

thanne he hem Answerede Eyht Anon 

I MS. Josephs, with a line through the h. 



to 
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" Here Over this See now scholen je gon." 
and yppon that Compenje was Certeinly 
Two bnndred persones and ful Fyfty, 
and the Moste part Of Alle tho, 
kynnes folk to losephes weren Also. 

That Nyht it was bothe fair and stille, 
and the See pesible At here Owne wille 
with-Owten tempest Owther distresse ; 
and ]>* Mone schon In alle hire bryhtnesse, 
Al so bryht as In Aveiylle, 
thus it scbon bothe fair & stille : 
and this was the Satyrday Certeinly 
Afom Esteme day ful trewly. 

And tbo losephes to his fadir then Gam Anon 



208 



Tharairetwo 
hnndrad and lUtj 
ortlMm. 



212 



216 



220 



Th« night is fkir 
andstiU. 



And hym kyste to-fom hem Echon, 
& so On Aftyr Anothir there 
As his Owne bretheren In Eche Manere ; 
So losephes hem kyste Everychon^ 
Alle his Compenye be On and On ; 224 

and to hem he seyde In the same degre 
As to his Fadir he dyde ihsame Certeinle, 
" Sweth je me now Everychon 

In the Same weye that I schal gon." 228 

thanne losephes the See wolde ban Entred Anone 
bat that A voys to hym there Cam thus Bone, 
and Seide, '' losephes, Entre thou not here, 
bat werke thou In Other Manere. 232 

Ferst putte to-fom the Everichon 
that thou kystest here Anon, 
and Setten here feet yppon the 
For Alle I-Saved scholen they be. 
As it is pleynly the be-hote, 
Over Al Sawf scholen they gon On fote ; 
For Alle Sewr Scholen they be 
yppon the See to Gon ful Certeinle, 240 

and Over this see scholen they pase 



and all hia 
ooinpaii7f 



and hcan a Toioe 
fhnnbMTaii, 



tolling bin to 
•end the Oraal 
BeareiBflrat 
(The French 
makea thla point 
daw), 



and they shall go 
OTer on foot. 
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112 QRAAL-BRARRRfi CRObrf. THE REST QO ON JOSEPHBS'S SHIRT. [OH. XLI. 

Er the day schewe In Ony plase." 
[iMf B7] As the Yois to Iosep^[s] Spak, in the same Manure 

Riht BO forth his peple Cleped he there ; 244 

and theym that the holy Teasel bore, 
joieptaM MDdt Into the Se he dide hem gon thore, 

th« GnAl>bearera 

into um Mil, and «* For the vertw Of this Fessel 

30W schal Cowndyen faire and weL" 248 

th^ indk M on and thus Yppon the see they wente?) Anon 

with-Owten drede thanne Everychon, 

that so vppon that water wenten they there 

As thowgh yppon the diye grownd they were ; 252 

and with hem boren they In Compenye 

the holy vessel, with-Owten lye, 

the wheche they Cleped seint Graal 

Owthir Oj?erwyse it is I-Clepid J* sank RyaL 256 

And whanne losephes beheld Al this 

tliat On y water the[y] wenten with-Owten Mys, 
joMphM ukM off thanne dide he Of his Schirte there, 

and Clothed him In Anothir Manere^ 2G0 

SMrends it on tiit and spradds that Schirte vppon the 'see 

As thowgh that it pleyn lond hadde I-be, 

and Seide to his fadir there Anon 
and hia flithtr his feet that Schirte to setten vppon. 264 

Thanne cleped he forth An Old Man 

that losephes ful Cosyn was than, 

and twelfe Sones he hadde Also ; 

but the fadris Name was Clepyd Dro : 268 

and he his ifeet sette vpon the Scherte, 

and as losep^e to-fom him hadde sette. 
and thereat of um thanne Aftyr this losephes gan to Calle 
oompany come ^ jj^jj^dred and Fyfty forth with AUe ; 272 

and alle vppon the Scherte Entred Anon, 

And there vppon the See they stoden Echon. 

Thanne Josephes bothe Schirte and water gan blesae. 

And Anon God gan it for to Eedresse, 276 

God etretchea it and waz moche largere hem vntylle, 
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and it fer Abrod spradde Aftyr goddis wylle ! 

behold what Meracle god there wrowhte 

For his peple that he hadde Lbowhte I 280 

that for An hundred and persones Ejf ty tiu it holds im 

Vppo» that schirte Alle werew they trewely ! 

Except Only persones tweyne 

whiche weren not worthy In Certeyne, 284 

the whiche was bothe the fadir Ss y sone 

that ne hadden not ful wel I-kept here Wone ; 

the Fadris If ame, * Symenx ' it was, symenx and Ua 

, , , ■on«lnklnth« 

that whanne he scholde Entren In that plas, 288 water. 

Into the water they sonken there Anon 1/ 
As thowgh it hadde ben Owther led Oper ston. 

And whanne Josephes beheld thanne this, 
" ^e han don ful Evele with-Owten Mis. 292 beoaaw th^ had 

Now here the werkes don wel schewe «> en e vowb, 

what feith In jow was In pia throwe." 
And whanne that Into the water weren they Sonke, 
with Alle here strengthes thanne they Swonke 296 
^yl that Aboven the water they were. 
Thanne they that yppon the lond weren left there, 
Faste they Eonne hem to Socoure, Those left behind 

Mve theoi* 

And to y lond hem pulde In that Oure. 300 

and Josephes held his scherte be the Sieve 
that So In to the Water he dyde hem Meve, 
and Comaunded hem alle to God Al<Myht, 
that so be goddis govemaunce forth wenten they 
ryht; 304 

So that it happed hem bothe faire and wel 
That vppon the Morwe they Ary vede Ech del, 
and Into grete Breteyne they Entred Anon The »hirt goes 

-_,,_, ._ _ _ _-_ over to Britain, 

Al that Compenye thanne Everychon ; 308 

And Syen bothe the lond and Contre there, 

That Alle fulfyld with Sarrasines were, w»»»ch is ftiUof 

Sarrasins and 

and Manye Othere Miscreaunce, evUdoers. 

so happid that tyme was here Ghaunce. 312 
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114 JOSEPHfiS'S LBFT-BEHIND SINNERS ARE TO FOLLOW HIM. [CH. XLI. 

Whanne that Alle Aryved they were, 

Josephes Anon Iieue)*sed hym there, 

and yppon his knes he knelide A-down, 

and to God there he Made his Orisown, 316 

JoMphea giTM and ^d hym graces & thankynges Al so 
arriTai, Of the Miiacle that he for hem hadde I-do. 

Thanne Josephes drowh hym somwhat Afer 

From his Felawes, and wolde Comen non ner, 320 

and his preyeres gon faste forto Make 

For his Othere felawes sake 

with wepyng and with teres grete, 

For hem that bejonde the Se he lete, 324 

andpnysibr that God hem Sauf Scholde brynge 

Into here f eleschepe wit^wten blemschenge. 

And whanne his preyeres he hadde I-do, 

A Yois to hym Anon Cam tho, 328 

His prayer to And seide^, '^ Josephes, thy prey ere 
*"" Of god it is herd In good Manere ; 

and they shaU For to the Scholen they Comen sauf & sownd 

follow him. 

there that thow stondist, yppon this grownd. 332 

For this lond is behoten to the 
And to hem ]>at thou hast In compeyne, 
He is told thai his Forto Multeplyeu this lond here 

•ompany Is to 

multiply in thu with 0])ere peple thanne ]>ere-Inne wer&; 33G 

And therfore thou Most speden the faste, 
Goddis Name to. pvblysshe In haste ; 

and make known FoT wete bou wel, thou Mostest here travaille 

CkMl's law In It. ^ ' 

Tyl goddis lawe be knowen with-Owte» faille, 340 
Over Al Abowtes In this lond, 
and for non thyng that thow wond." 

Whanne losephes herde this vois thus seyn, 
thanne from the Erthe he Eos In Certein, 344 

And looked vpward to the hevene, 
And Seide, " lord with Mylde stevene 

» MS. to J Ft. diit. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CH. zll] josefhbb's cohpant promise to keep god's law. 115 



behold thy Servaunt Al Eedy here 
thy wil to falfille Every where." 

Thanne Josephes tomede Anon Ageyn 
Toward his fadir & his fiendis In Certeyn, 
and seide, " lordynges, herkeneth to Me ; 
Tydynges I schal tellew 30W now Certeynle. 
this is the lond fill sothfastly 
that to Ys is behoten, and Owre Compeny, 
the wheche wtt^ Othere plauntes Edified moste be 
thanne it is now for Certeynle. 
For as the lawe Of Miscreauwce, 
It is bothe fols and Eke variaunce ; 
therfore Moste Goddis lawe here 
Stedfastly ben vp-holden In Ony Manere ; 
and ^erfore In fie lond that lawe Eoten welen we, 
and the Bootes of p* fals lawe breken sekerle.'* 

Thanne answerid they Alle Anon 
that to-fom losephes stoden Echon, 
" lo ! Sire, behold al Eedy ben we here 
with Owre hertes and bodyes al In fere 
To don Al ^owre Comandement, 
lOy YS alle here, Sire, present ! 
For here ben we Eedy Everychon, 
Goddis lawe to Eeren Ajens owre fon ; 
and the lawe Of the verray Crucyfye, 
we scholen it yp-holden to lyve Ofer dye : 
there-fore Comande ys what we scholen done, 
and it schal be sped thus sone, 
To Owre poweris and Owre Myht 
Goddis lawe to holden upryht." 

Thanne answerid IosepAe[«] to hem Ageyn, 
" }it Schal I Abyden In Certeyn 
Tyl that we han Of Owre felawes som tyding, 
jif God Of his grace hyder wyle hem bryng 
that On y tothir syde Of the see now be, 
that Grod hem kepe for his grete pete/' 



348 



Jotephes tolls this 
to his fiither and 
352 foUowers. 



350 



360 



Th^ answer. 



364 



thqr will do all 
hisc 



368 



and live or die fi>r 
the law of the 
Cmoifled. 



372 



376 



380 



Josephes thinks 
they will wait till 
the others come 
oTer to them. 
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116 NA8CIKN8*S FURTUEB ADVENTUBE8. [cH. XLO. 

Kow leveth here this storye 
Of loseplies and Of Al his Compenye, 384 

Tb« iiorjntani and Eetometh to Nasciens Ageyn, 

to NMcicns and o ^ — » 

ctUdoToe. and £k to Celydoyne In Certeyn. 



CHAPTER XLIL 

KASOIENS, AND THB SINNEBS OF JOSEPH'S OOMFANT, LANB 
IN BBITAIN, MEET JOSEPH, AKD THEN CELIDOTNB.^ 

Nasciens goes back <m board Solomon's ship, and at night has 
a Vision of the Good Man who gave him the writ, takiniir 
it from him (p. 117). When he wakes, the book is gone 
(p. 118). He goes to sea, and is met by an * Amjrrawnt* 
and his knights going to war with king Salarnande of 
Greece (p. 118). They call him a fool, and say they never 
saw such a ' nise ' man as he is, but give him some food 
(p. 1 1 8-19). After long tossing about, his ship comes, while 
he sleeps, to the port where Joseph's left-behind followers 
are (p. 119). They, being orderd from heaven, come on 
boaid (p. 119) ; and when out at sea they find Nasciens 
(p. 120), wake him, and tell him their story. He recog- 
nises among them his knight Clamarides, or Clamacidef^ 
from Ban-as (p. 121), and gets him to explain how his 
company came there (p. 1 22). They all arrive in Britain, 
are welcomd by Joseph and his company (p. 124), and 
stay talking, being fed by the Holy Graal (p. 126). After 
setting out, they go foodless for a day and a night» and 
are about to quarrel over twelve little loaves (p. 126), 
when Josepbes makes them sit down, breaks each loaf 
into three, puts it into the Graal, and then feeds all the 
600 folk miraculously with the loaves (p. 127), so that they 
leave behind more than the loaves themselves (p. 127). 
Josepbes preaches to them (p. 127), and then they travel 
on, and enter Castle Galafort, which has the sign of the 
Cross on the door (p. 128). They can see no one at first, 
but afterwards come on a large assembly of Saracen 
clerks, with whom Celidoyne is arguing before Duke 
Gaanort (p. 129-30). Nasciens recognises his son, and they 
embrace (p. 130), and the Duke has the whole company 
lodgd and fed in his castle (p. 132). Celidoyne tells his 
father that his vessel brought him to Britain, and that he 
had lived with a good hermit in a wood (p. 132). 

> The Additional MS. heads this chapter with ** Ensi que U 
amiraut de mer donna du pain a nacien qui estout tous seuls 
en J. nef ; " and begins ** Qvant li preudoms qui ancisies auoit 
deiiise la senefiance du brief qu 'il tenoit, se fu partis de la nef.'' 
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hegoMbftdtto 
hii own ahlp, 



Kow this stoiye telleth here 

Of the Godman and Kascieius In fere, 

how that Nasciens fia writ gan beholde, 

and there-Onne loked fol Many f olde ; 4 

and how this goodman was thanne Ago ^^«» «»• good- 

man vanishM 

From l^asciens, and how he ne wiste tho. . from vnaOmM, 

l^asciens, that was bothe loyful and glad, 
On his writ faste loked that he had ; 8 

and to that Schippes .bord he Cam Anon, 
and Into his Owne Schipe he gan to gon, 
where As was the Bed so Eiche, 
and the sweid pat In ]?* worid ne was non swiche, 12 
And no man Ahowtes hym nowher he say, 
but Only that Eichesse that to-fom hym lay ; 
wheiethorwh In his herte he gan to glade 
Of the Goode wordis that y good man seid hade ; 16 
and thanne Abowtes hym he lokede tho, 
and Sawh no» wyht Comeng to ne fro, 
Ke nethir man ne womTTian that he myhte to speke. 
Thanne A^en to his wryt he gan to Beke 20 

Tyl that the K"yht it Cam hym vppon ; 
thanne down to sleepe he leyd hym Anon. 

thanne hym thowhte As long as he In slep^ lay 
That this goodman A^en to hym Cam In Fay, 24 

and took that writ Owt Of his hond, — 
thus gan he tho forto vndirstond, — 
and seide to him thus In Certeyn, 
'* this writ gettest thou Neuere ageyn : 28 

tyl that Owt of this worid schalt pou go^ 
this writ A^en Cometh the neuere vnto ; 
and Owt Of this schip^ gost ]><7U not In non degre 
Tyl the day of the Eesurectioun ful sekerie, 32 

and thauTie schalt J?ou A-Ryven Anon 
Into |)® lond there as Is Celidoyne thy son ; 
and with )>• A-Ryven scholen Also 35 

the Synneris that with losephes ne myghten not go." 



MM nobody 
ooming to him. 



uid gOM to deep. 



Tlie man who 
gava him the 
letter nappaar% 
takM it away. 



and sajs ha ihall 
aoon find Oali- 
dojne and the 
man JoMpheriaft 
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118 NASOIEirS IB DISTBE6ST AT LOSING HIS QENEALOOT. [CH. XUL 

Al this Sawgh ]!^asciens In his slepinge, 

where-0£fen he hadde gret M^nreillynge. 

Vppon the Morwen whanne it was day lyht, 
VaMitna %w§km, yp Bos thanne this Il^asciens Anon Eiht, 40 

and bethowghte hym Of his Avidown 

That he hadde seyn, hothe Alle and som. 
miMMhiswritiog, Thanne affcir his wiyt loked he there, 

and he it Cowde fynde In non Manere ; 44 

and jit loked he bothe ype and down 

Al Abowtes that Schipe In vyrown. 

& whanne he Cowde fynden In non wyse, 
ii much distrMit» thanne gan his herte f ul soie to Agiyse ; 48 

thanne woste he wel that thike good Man 

thike wryt from hym hadde taken than, 

where'0£fen Abasched ful sore he was 

that his wiyt was so gon In that plas ; 52 

bathopwituthe but he hopede that it was be goddis Oidenannce, 
wiiiofood. , „ , , , -r , 

wherfore he was the lasse In dowtaunce, 

So that he Comforted hym the More 

thorwgh the Avyciown that he hadde thoie. 56 

It behapped hym so the same day 

That In the see a schipe he say, 

He mceu a ihip (and Cam from Cordres that Cyte,) 

ofCordm, -^ 

where-Inne was a gret Compene, oU 

An Amyrawnt, and with hym bothe princes & knyhtea 

and many Oper peple Redy to fyhtes 3 
going to Greece to & Into Grece ward they were, 
saianumde. Yppon kyng Salsinande to werren there. 64 

and whanne sire IS'asciens thei gonne to se, 

thanne Merveilled Alle this Compene, 

and, for afbir hem he was formably, 
The men in the witJi hem In here schipe they wolden han had trewly ; 

ship want hfm ,^-r.-^Ti-iT i ^./v 

to go with them, but !Nasciens JN olde In non degre 69 

Comen in here Compeyne. 

And whanne they syen he Wolde not so, 
they seiden he was a fool w/t^-Owten Mo, 72 
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and that thej sien nenare so Nise A man 
as yin veray fool Kasciens was than ; 
So that to hym )>anne for Eouthe & pyte 
Of here yyandes thanise joven hee ; 
and BO from hym thanne gonne they gon, 
and Of hym spoken Many On, 
that they Syen nevere to fore 
A man In a schipe Alone to gon Ore. 

And ]!^asciens that In the se was Ahrod, 
Ypp and down labowred as wolde f>* goode lord ; 
Kow wente forward here A whille, 
and now Wente bakwardis Many A myle, 
and Into Manye A dyrers Contre 
that schipd A-Ey ved f ul Sekerle ; 
and Often Aiest wit Miscreans, 
but Enere god delyaered him be chauns. 
and atte laste the schipd took In to p^ see, 
Estward Into A port thanne wente he ; 
and Abowtes high Midnyht 
he fyl On slope Anon Eyht ; 
and his schip^ to lond it wente. 
And ^it wook he not veramente. 

But now declareth this storye 
at what yl be A-Eyved Sekerlye — 
at the deyyseng Of Seynt Graal 
whiche that this Storye declareth Al, — 
It telleth that he Aryved Eyene ryht fere 
In the same place as losephes felischepe were, 
where as they Abyden wel longe 
that for synne y wolde not hem fonge. 

And whanne the Schipe to the lond was gon, 
To hem A Yoys there Cam Anon, 
** Into this Schipe Entrith Alle je, 
and Oner the Se Cowndyed scholen je be 
Into the lond that is to 30W behote, 
there-Inne to Gryffen Many A Bote. . 



and think him a 
fool for rBAuing, 



76 



80 



hotnippIyUa 
withlbod. 



84 



Kaidttu waadera 
abwit OB Um W9tu 



68 



92 



wh«n b« U Mleip^ 



96 



100 at the place where 
Joeephes's sin- 
ning followera 
were left. 



104 



A Yolee bids them 
go Into Naselens't 
•hip. 
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120 JOSEPHBS'S SINNERS SAIL OFF IN NASOIENS'S SHIP. [gH. ZLII. 

and Bin no more, for, be wsT J>at ^6 don non More Synne 

From this day forward but pat ^e blynne. 

and ^if ^e don In Ony degre, 

bothe body & sowle distroyed je be." 112 

Deaf 68] And whanne they herde that p^ vols thns spak tho, 

anon they answereden with-Owten Mo, 
Thej TOW to b« " lord, thyn wne Men Alle we be 

faltbfnl. 

Prom this day forward now Sekerle, 116 

In Swich a Manere as be non weye 
thy Gomandement not broken feithfullya** 
and ^it A bonet In p* schip there was 
that was not set On In that plas ; 120 

and whanne the bonet was Onne I-don, 
thaime God sente hem wynd Eyht Anon, 
So that with-Inne A schort while 
they Gowden Nethir Sen lond ne yle, 124 

So fer they weren in the Se. 

•an awaj, and thaime betoken they hem Alle to )>* Treny te, 

to Jooephea. and preyden god for his gret Mercye 

"that to theke Gontre he wolde don hem Aplye 128 
where that losephes and Owre felawes be ; 
K"ow gracious lord, for thy grete pyte." 

And whiles thus they werew In here prey[er]e 
Into A partye Of the Schipe loked they there, 132 
and Syen Nasciens where that he lay, 
that hadde not waked Of Al that day 
For non noyse that they Alle Made, 
Where-Offen Merveille alle they bade. 136 

Finding NawienBy and whanne they gonnen hym thus Aspye, 
Abowtes hym faste they Roime Sekerlye, 
& thus they spoken Amonges hem Echon, 
•*whethir schole we Awaken hym Other non." 140 
tbanne Answerid Anon somnie ageyn, 
" Awake we him now here In Gertein." 
Anon On leyde his bond vppon Nasciens his bed, 

tiMj awake faim, and there Awook hym In that sted. 144 
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& Anon whanne lie Awaked was^ 

he blessid hym Often In that plas. 

And Menreilled Mochel In his thowht 

how that Meyne to hym was browht ; 148 

For whanne to Slope he leyde hym J?at Nyht, 

with-Innen his Schipd ne was non wyht. 

thanne yp Anon he gan hym to diessey 
Among6s hem alle In Sothfastnesse, 152 

As A Man that was ful sore Afiayed, 
and Of his wittee thanne AUe dismayed, 
and hem grette there £yerychon« 
thanne After, he Axede Of hem Anon 156 

* Whens that they Gomen In to that plas, 
For WitA-Inne schort while non wtt^ him Nas/ 
Thanne answerid they hym Anon Ageyn, 
' that somTne Of lerosalem weren Certeyn, 160 

Aad somm^e Of galile & Of Other plase ; 
Swich was ]>• Compenye pat there wase ; 
and from here londis thus ben they go, 
and from here Eichesse Glene Also, 164 

be his ^ Comandement that is kyng of kinges-^ 
Wheche is lesos Crista lord Oo^ al thynges — 
For Into A lond that we scholde go 
that Ys he hath behoten for Evere Mo, 168 

To "VB and to Onre Eyres In fere : ' 
In this Manar tolden they Nasciens there. 

And whiles they talkyd of this Matere, 
Sire Nasciens thanne beheld Every where, 172 

and Amonge^ hem alle he sawh a knyht 
that to fore tymes he knew fol riht, 
as him thowhte be his semblannce 
at that tyme with-Owten vaiyaunce. 176 

thanne wiste he fat it was Clamarides 
that hurt was In bataylle amonges ]>* pres, 
and Anon his boote he hadde 179 

thorogh y Crois )>at Mordrayns In his scheld ladde, 
' MS. |?c 



and be la mach 
furprised. 



andukflwhMioe 
tb^oomef 



T\Mf uj thtj an 
from Jerasabm 
and Galilee 



and seek a land 
promist thMa bj 
Qod. 



Naadeiia reoof 
nlna a knight 



oalld CnamaddMy 



who waa cured by 
the croee on Mor- 
dzaina'ethiald, 
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whiche Cros In his scheld to bataille lie bar 
whanne with kyng Tholome fawht he thar. 

Thanne whanne that this l^asciens knew yenSlj 
that it was Glamacides properly, 184 

KoD lengere Abyden thanne he ne Myhte, 
bat hym be his propre Kame clepid Anon Eyhte, 
ud cuuniddet and seide " Ckmacides, Art thou not be 



dent u hto own that Sumtyme heldist lazdschepe Of Me 1 " 1 88 

«nd whanne Glamacides herde On clepen hym be name, 
he MaiTeilled thanne gretly Of that fame, 
and Aspide that it was Sire Kasciens. 
thanne Anon cam he to his presens, 192 

and wiste wel it was his Owne lord, 
an (sic) he his knyht be his Owne acord. 
thanne to hym he Ran ful faste, 
and abowten his iN'ekke his Armes he Caste, 196 

and u mneh d». and hym kvste for love and py te. 

Ughtodtonehim. « 

Sore wepyng that Alle men myhten it se, 
The7 uk euh and scido " Sire, what Ayenture may this be 

other how each 

came there? that thus In this Contre ben now je, 200 

And how to me 30 Comen here, 

Fayn wolde I weten, & what Manere." 

" And Kamly ^e, sire Glamacides, 

how that ^e Gomen in this pres." 204 

ciamaeidea ex- " Gertes, quod Glamacidcs tho, 

plaint how he 

atarted with Sethen that losephes Owr^ bischopd gan forth go 
sarraa, and his fadyp losep^ with his Gompene, 

whanne from.Sarras they wente sekerle, 208 

thanne left y al my worldly Gatel 

and swed him forth Everydel, 

losephs (sic) and his Gompenye, 

Tyl to the Se we Gomen trewlye ; 212 

and was left and there Al this Gompenye lefte for synne, 
othen^onacoonnt Man, Womman, and Ghild, bothe More & Mynne; 

and told hym how )>at losephes past Ou^ the ae 

Glene be Myrade Gerteinle ; 216 
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and 80 leften we there behynde 

Tyl God vppon vs wolde ban som Mende. 

and thus, god worschepid mot he be^ 

Into this Schipd ben Entred we ; 220 

For the Moste desire we have, 

and we Of god doraten it Crave, uid how tb^ 

to Come to losephes Oure bischop dere, t^^ I^J ub 

To his Fadyr, an to pure Compenye In fere/* 224 ~°*P»"y- 

** telle me thanne, quod Nasdens anon^ 
Is jowre fbleschepe wit losephes gon 1 " 
" 36, forsothe, Sire, Sikerly, 

And so ben we Of his Compeny ; 228 

but for Owre Synnes that we ban don. 
In his feleschepe Myhte we not Gon. 
Now have I 30W told Al In fere 
Of Owre beenge & Of Owre Manere ; 232 

and, good Sire, that 30 wolden vs telle 
how )»at 30 sethen of Sarras gomien Owte dwelle ; 
and how that 36 ban fare there 30 ban be, They ask nm- 

Now, goode Sire, that 30 welen tellen Me." 236 a^i^wftrfrom 

And Nasciens to hym gan to Eeporte M?NisoieM 

In to whiche diu^rs Contre he gan Eesorte, "'"'^ *** ***""• 

and More he wele whanne he hath space, and aajt he'u 

3if Evere to losephes to Comen have I grace. 240 glL to joMphM. 

Thanne alle that Evere weren In the Schipe tho, 
Gret loye to Nasciens thanne gonne they do, 
and hym kysten ^ Al vppon A rewe, 
and ITasciens hem i^en with-In A threwe ; 244 

thus dured that loye J?at day & that Njht 
Tyl vppon the Morwe it was day lyht. 
and On y Morwe whanne it was lyht day 
Alle gonnen thei knelen, and forto pray 248 

** that God here Synnes wolde f or3ete» Echon, 
and to his Mercye hem take be On & On, 

And bringe hem Into the same place They m pray to 

there losephes is. Lord, thorwgh ^ grace, 252 jo^at, 

> MS. bysten. 
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124 NASC11SNB AND THE SmNERS LAND IN BBITAIN. [CH. XLII. 

And Ooie OtMr Feleschepe Also, 
good lord, that we myhte Comen hem to." 
And thus dwelled hee In this preyere 
Tyl piyme Of the day Al In fere. 25G 

and whanne they hadden thus I-do, 
they gonnen hem blessen Everichon the 
with the Signe Of the holy Crois, 
they thanked lesus with mylde YoyS| 260 

And And thtm- and forth they gonnen to loken Anon, 

MWes olcuci to v u 

shore. And Aspyden the lond Evene thus son ; 

and faste be the water syde 
and 866 people they syen moche peple fere Ahyde; 264 

but they listen what they were 

tyl Somwhat that they Comen K"ere. 

and whanne they syen the lond verayly, 

thanne hadde they bothe loye and pley, 268 

Thqrratnn And Evere thankeden Goddis sonde 

that he hem Gyede towardis the londe. 

and whanne the schipe to the lond was Comen so Ky 
and ncosniM that they Syen here felawes Openly, 272 

thanne so gret loye was hem Among 

that non Erthly man cowde tellen with tong ; 

& whanne they that On y water side were, 

knewen that here felawes weren there, 276 

Ful lowde to hem they gonne to Crye, 

and seide " welcometh " Al An hye 

Al so lowde as they myhte Crye, 
who make them « Welcometh " quod losephes ful Sekerlye. 280 

Thus the Schipe there Cam to londe, 

and Every man Owt gan to fonde^ 

thanne Eche man Oper gan to Embrace, 

and for loye they kysten In that place, 284 

and wepten for loye and for pete 

As they Alle here frendis ded hadde be. 
Anon as that Nasciens losephes Say, 

Towardis him he took the way, 288 
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And Of hym took knowleching, 

and ful Onestly Made hym gretyng. 

thanne losephes Made hym ful gret Chere, JoaephM and 

and was Ryht loyfol that he was there. 292 Mwh other, 

thanne losephes Gran hym f orto Ee&eyne 

Of his fere, and Of kyng Mordreyne ; 

For losephes format hym non thyng, 

so mochel he hadde hem In Chersyng. 296 

Thanne tolde hym Nasciens Al In fere •ndNtaotons tau 

*' JowphM all hla 

what Aventore hadde hehapped hym there adTwtaxw. 

Sethen the tyme ^e from yb wente, 

what hem hadde happed veramente ; 300 

and how that god for hem hadde wrowht, 

& how Into diners places that they weren brouht. 

So al day vppon the brynke Abyden they there, 

bothe losephes and Alle )>at with hym were, 304 

and thankede God there Everychon 

That hem thedyr Sawfly browhte so sonc. 

That day ne Eten they non vyawnde, Th^y an leoaiTe 

their Saviour, 

but Eesceyved here Saviour, as I yndirstonde, 308 on the table of the 
yppon the Table Of seynt Graal, 
Other in oper wyse Clepid sank Eyal. 

Tppon the Morwe Alle Eepleynsched they were 
with swich vyau/ulQ as they desired there, 312 

and the thridde day Ek Also 
what thing they wolden desiren tho. 
thus fowre dayes Abyden they there 
yppon the Se side In this Manere. 316 

the Fyfthe day they gonnen to remere. The fifth day 

after, they get 

and walkid Al day tyl that it was Eve ; into a foreet, and 

& atte laste they Entreden In to A forest, 

bothe Olde & 3ong, & lest & Mest : 320 

And al day and al Njht Meteles they were, 

whiche gret diseisse dyde hem there. 

vppon the Morwe an Aventure befeUe; 
the storye wele that I it telle. 324 
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thus Al that day gonne they go 
Fastyng with peyne and with wo, 
tyl it was Abowtes Mydday, 
th«3r tee ftB An Old Womman there they say 328 

woman " " 

that In An Ovene book hire bred, 
iMUiigtw«ir« and twelfe loves sche hadde In bat sted : 

Uttle loaT6t» ^ ' 

but In soth they weren but smale 
Forto Maken there-0£fen Ony tale. 332 

and thus they that forhungred were, 
which they boj, thike .xij. lovcs they Bowhten there : 

and begin to 

qoamioTer, wherfoie Amonges hem they streven faste, 

and gret Koyse they maden Atte laste, 336 

& acorden they myhten not In non weye 

Of these .z\j. loves Gerteynlye ; 

For On hongred they weren Manyon, 

And but .xij. loves amonges hem Echon, 340 

where as were» fyve hundred persones 

Of Men & wommen Alle fere At Ones ; 

that so gret stryf amonges hem was, 

£che 0]>er wold lian slayn In that plas 344 

)if they ne hadde I-stilled be. 
tni joMphea u thsune Haste to losephes gonne they fle, 

and seiden, '' Gertein, with-Owten faille, 

Bire, but jif ^e potten )>erto Consaille, 348 

Eche man OJ>er wil now sle 

For A lytel bred, sire, sikerle." 

" Nay, Certes, quod losephes tho. 

For bred is it Not, how so it go ; 352 

but it is for here Owne Synne 

that y fals Enemy hath tempted hem Inne." 

thanne seyde losep^ to his sone Anon 
joMph amda hia < that to Y peple he moste gon, 356 

and stillen hem In that they Cowde 0]>er Myhte ; 

For A lytel bred they gynnen to fyhte.' 
Thanne losephes Cam to hem Anon, 

and Maden hem to Sytten Everychon ; 360 
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and so they dyden Al In fore 

yppon that Grownd seten down there. 

and losephes took these loves hym selve, Jowphea bnaki 

and hem Biak Anon there All€ twelve, 364 three piacM eJch, 

And Everich lof he brak On thre, into tS'hoiy^, 

And In the holy disch thanne putte it he. 

there god thanne schewede his Miracle Anon 
On y bred ^t In the holy vessel was don. 368 

thanne was this bred afom hem leyd 
(as losephes hadde Comanded and seid,) 
To-f om the fyve hnndred persones 
that on tweyne sides sete9t In tho wones, 372 

half dendel here, and halfendel there ; 
thus to-fom hem was it leid In this Manure, 
and so mochel plente they hadden Of Mete and th« bread 

that Kowher Ny they myhten it Ete, 376 than enough for 

but there hem lefbe so gret plente '^^^^ 

that peroSen they Merveilled ful sekerle ; 

and jit there leften, as hem thowhte, while more than 

More thanne y .xij. loves that they bowhte. 380 left. 

Swich Miracles god schewede there 
For the Synneres that with losephes were, 
whiche that weren In dedly synne ; 
lo, jit God Of his goodnesse ne wolde not blynne ! 384 
this Miracle In grete Breteyne was do 
abowtes ])• Midday with-Owten Mo ; 
whiche day to hem it was fal gret Ese, 
For y peple ful wel it dide thanne plese. 388 

And whanne they hadden Eten thus Everichon, OmiBoj 

losephes gan hem for to prechen Anon, joMphea preaches 

and schewed hem the poyntes Of the gospel, their aina, 

and to hem declared it bothe faire and wel ; 392 

And seyden hem that it was for Synne, . 

theke Errowr that they weren fallen Inne, 
and Ek thorwgh the develis power, 
be hos Entyseng je tiespaced £r. 396 
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and Mji Im Is " Me M^r^eylleih gretl j of jonie werk jng 

vhanne Eyore more }e haddea Alle 301116 Askjng, 



as wel 88 ^ouie felawes jowre desire, 

and 3it fillen 30 In the develis powere ; 400 

and that myhten 3e ful wel now se 

whanne Ouer the Se je Myhten not gon wi\h me ; 

that Canaede 3oare fekwes Eyeiychon 

Ouer the see with Me to gon, 404 

Venchesonn to god of here goode Servyse ; 

And as wikkedly diden 3e In 301118 gyse." 

Sweche woidis losephes to hem seide, 

and Often Sithes to fore hem it leide ; 408 

He ftriTw to and thus he hem tawhte wel f orto do 
to ut«. but th«y that Aftyr his werkyng they Scholden leven« so ; 
ao^ prott ^^^ ^.^ hadden they a lettyng 

that they ne Cowden don bat litel good thing ; 412 

For In hem was wonnden with Inne, 

FowT venym that Made hem to Synne. 
That Kyht losephs and his Compenye^ 
Thej pan that In A wodo they lyen ful Sekerlye ; 416 

bijjrUt in ft woo<L 

And yppon the Morwe, whanne it was day, 

To that holy vessel token they here way 

there as was the Seynt Graal, 

Owther Ofer wise it Glepid the sank Byal. 420 

And there Maden they Orysowns 

with goode herte and high deyociouns ; 

and whanne that thus they hadden I-do, 

Thanne here weye Chosen they tho ; 424 

and thus they wenten al that tyme 

tyl that it was the Owr Of pryme. 

thanne behelden they Anon there fast bye, 
•BdaniTvata and A Castel aspiden they ful hastelye 428 

That to the Sarazines belonged there, 

as aftirward they dyden Enqwere ; 
can«d cMAfort» whlche Castel was Cleped Galaf ort, 

with A quaint 

oroM on tht door, and A qweynte Cros hadden yppon the port, 432 
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wheie-Offen they M^rveyllede Eyericlion whenat they un 

Swich A Cros theie-Onne was don. '*'** ** 

For they sapposede In Alle that lond 

Noil swiche Signe haye ben, I yndirstond ; 436 

For but paynemys they wenden it hadde be. 

Thanne seyde loeephes fol Sekerle 

" Into this Castel Entren We here ; 

For here is a signe Of goddis powere." 440 

Thanne thus forth gonne they to gon 
Alle Barefoted there Everichon. 
and whanne they I^erre hadden Entred the weye^ 
the Castel fair semede to here Eye ; 444 

and bothe it was strong and fair to Syht^ 
and therto A place Of f ul strong Myht. 
but ait On l^ener nethir syde tiatth«]rgoin.and 

find nobo4jr there, 

Nethir Man ne womman ne syen that tyde. 448 

Wherfore they MerveiUede wondirly sore 

that non peple ne syen they thore ; 

thanne seiden they In here Manere 

* that for hem God hadde Ordeyned ])at Castel there.' 452 

thanne Entrede they Into that Castel Anon, 

but Man ne womman Syen they Non. 

and whanne Into the Myddis they were» gon, 

they stoden stille and herkened Anon, 456 

and hem thowghte as to here heryng 

that they herden A gret Noyse Of spekyng ; only hear « noiie 

Of mochel peple, Where so they were, ^ ™"^ '***^ *' 

Gret Noyse hem thoughte they herden there. 460 

Thanne forthere gonne they to gon ; 

Into a fairre halle Entrede they Anon, 

where that they fownden Eyerydel They find the 

Alle the meyne of that Castel, 464 ^e' ^ 

and Alle the wise ClerkiB Of that Contre, andwiaederke, 

that best Sarrazines lawe Cowden hee ; 

And the dwk of fat plase was there present >nd the Doko 

at that grete Semble yerament ; 468 

ORAAL. — ^yoL, n. 9 
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the whiche semble Oideyned he 
Alle A^eDB Celidoyne f ol Sikerle ; 
which dwk was bothe Eiche & fort, 
hifl Kame was Clepid Gaanort 472 

wiMbMpramkt ThuB he to Gelidovne he hadde behjht : 

tobeeooM A 

chrirtian. If cdi- *' jif that he Cowde, Owther preyen Myht, 

the chriatua law that Cristeii lawe paste the Sanazjn, 

suxMin. thanne wil I pleynlj beleven In thyn, 476 

and anon I-Cristened wil I be, 

Celidoyne, for love Of the." 

this Cavsede Celidoyne to ben pare Bedy 

A^ens tho Sarrazynes fol apertly. iSO 

jit Celidoyne In that pkce 

to hem so spak thorwh goddis giaoe, 

that they wisten nenere what to Answeze, 

Swiche qwestions he put hem there. 484 

ceiidoyiM lo and Celidoyne held hem so bote thanne 

puzslaithe Sarm* 

•in derks, that they ne wiste what to sein, no» Manne. 

that thaj aak for Thanne anon be the lordis preyere 

another day ■ 

tyl On y Morwe Celidoyne jaf hem day there ; 488 

and jif that Celidoyne Cowde not thanne preve, 

he scholde ben distroyed long Er Eye, 

and yf the Sanazines benethe weren Ido, 

they scholde ben Confownded for Evere Mo. 492 

and in departing, Thanne thus departed they Eyerichon, 
and Eche man to his Ostel hom gan he gon. 

meet Joaeph and thanne Abowtos hem loked They fasto 

hla company. 

On losephes and his Compenie In haste ; 496 

& how bare f oted they wente, 
and how Eyel vestured fere presente ; 
wherfore they MerveiUeden Eveiichon 
that swich peple Amonge^ hem gan to gon. 500 

NaKiena r^foieca Whannc Nasclens beheld Celidoyne tho, 

mofih at seeing 

CMidojne again, that With the dewk gan forth to go, 
thanne gret loye he hadde In herte, 
and Anon to his sone he sterte, 504 
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and took him In his Aimes two, 
and Often tymes he kyste him tho, 
and wepte for loye and for pyte 
WhanTie that his sone there say he. 
And whanne that the Benmaunt syen this, 
Eche Aftyr Othir Celydoyne gan to kys. 

Thanite that beheld this Dewk Gaanort 
that they to CeHdoyne thus gonnen Eeeort, 
where-Offen he Merveyllede wondir sore 
what Man^ Of peple that they wore, 
and whanne they hadden So Ido, 
Ano9» the Bewk Clepid Celidoyne tho. 
And Axed hym what the Compenye were 
That* so gret Joye he Made to there. 

Thanne to that Dewk Answeryd Celidoyne, 
" Sire, this is my Fadyr Certeyne ; " 
and schewed hym to Kasdens fere Anon ryht ; 
'' and, sire, this is the pastour Of god Almyht, 
and Eke the vpholdere Of holichirche, 
that Many goode wirkes doth wirche, 
and Alle the tothere, holy peple ben, 
the wheche gon barfot, as ^e mowu» sen. 
^it neu^heles. Sire, I telle it the, 
Kiche peple they weren In here Centre, 
And Al that han forsaken Only 
For the love Of god Almyhty, 
that as porely clothed In this world went he 
as don this peple that je now here se. 
Now wot I wel with-Owten Dowte 
That 9onre Clergye, alle the Eowte, 
Fnl Clene Schal Conf ownded ben 
Tofom 30W, Sire, As 30 scholen sen ; 
For to-f om this high persone here 
they scholen not doren lyen In non Manere." 

^ Celidoyne, quod this dewk tho, 
Sethen thou hen^ knowest so, 



508 



Dulra Gaanort 
aaka who tli4 uew- 
512 oomenara? 



616 



P Fr. a qui] 

Celidoyne uya 
KOA they are hli 
520 fkOM, 



and paaton of 
God'a charoh, 



524 



528 



who have given 
up their riches to 
serve God, 



532 



and now the 
Sariaslnwise 
men will certainly 
be oonfoanded. 



536 



[Sfor'hem't 
540 Ft. to] 
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Oaanorthaa 
JoMph and his 
people well 
tntoitaind. 



for Celldoyne't 
sake. 



Nudens tdn hla 
son how hs cams 
there; 

andCelidoyne 
eays the vessel 
brought him 



more then four 
months ago, and 
hehasllTdwlth 
a hermit erer 



lede hem vp Into my paleys Anon ; 

and that good Chere my meyne hem don, 

and that they ben £sed with the beste, 

and that Richely they ben browht to Eeste ; 644 

and to Morwe Atte pryme Of day 

With the to the halle they Comen here way. 

and Of On thing thou me Entende ; 

but 3if y maister of joure lawe Can him defende, 548 

Swich lewyse On hym Schal I do 

that it schal be spoken Of for Evere Mo." 

thanne Comau7ided his seriawntes anon 

the Cristene men to heiberwen Echon ; 552 

and so they weren Alle ful Kichely, 

And therto Ifed with alle delicasy. 

And thus Kesceyved aUe they were 

For the love Of Celidoyne there, 556 

and hadde Alle thing that they wolden have, 

Owther what here hertes Cowde Crave. 

that Nyht Celidoyne be his fadir lay, 
and thus to Celidoyne gan he say ; 560 

he Axede him In what Manere 
that Into that Contre Cam he there ; 
and he him tolde ful Sekerly 

that his vessel him thedir browhte trewly. 564 

thanne quod Kasciens A^en tho 
" how longe is that now Ago 1 " 
thanne seide Celidoyne to his fadir Ageyn, 
" Fowre Monthis & More, Sire, In Certein." 568 

** And where han je dwellid sethen Algate 1 " 
" Sire, In a forest with An Ermit bo])6 Erly & late, 
whiche is a man Of ful holy lyf ; 
there he me kepte wttA-Owten Stryf, 572 

and gladlich wolde heren Every day 
Of the Cristene lawe what I wold say. 
In dispiseng of sarrazines lawe, 
whiche thing to hym was ful fawe." 576 
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and thus Al Xjht spoken they in fere 
Of Manye Aventures to-gederis there. 

Kow of this Mater leyeth this storve. The itoiy goM to 

DokeOMiMrt. 

And to Bewk Gaanort let vs now hye. 580 



CHAPTER XLin, 

OF DUKB GAANORT^S VISIONS AND THBIB INTEBFRBTATION.^ 

Duke Gaanort has a vision (p. 134), which the Saracen clerks 
cannot interpret, bo the Christians are sent for (p. 135), 
and Joeephes tells his own company and the Duke, that 
the clear water of the latter*8 vision typified hap- 
tism, whence all his company issued pure; and that 
the mist that hlackend them typified their sin, 
and the black valley into which it went typified hell 
(p. 136). Gaanort is satisfied, and calls on the Saracens 
to dispute about the Virgin Mary (p. 137). Their greatest 
doctor, Lucans, says, that no child can have been bom 
without its mother knowing a man (p. 138) ; on which 
Josephes prays to the Virgin that Lucans may never speak 
more ; and instantly he tears his tongue with fiery hands, 
puUs it out of his head, and falls down dead (p. 138). 
Gaanort asks Josephes to satisfy him as to the Virgin's 
virginity before and after Christ's birth (p. 139). Joeephes 
tells him how, when he (Gaanort) was five years old, in 
Ghililee he saw a type of it ; for out of a fleur-de-lys he 
saw a rose-tree, with many poor roses, but one most glori- 
ous bud (p. 140-1) ; and out of that, closd as it was, one 
day came a man, who fought a serpent and slew it (p. 142), 
and pickt up the fallen roses (p. 142). And then the 
smell of the rose cured him (Gaanort) of a bad wound 
(p. 143) ; and, on his trying to unclose the rose, a man 
from heaven told him he should never know the meaning 
of what he had seen, because he was not of the right faith 
(p. 143). Gaanort worships Josephes, acknowledges that 
all he has said is true, and asks him to explain its mean- 
ing (p. 143-4). Josephes says, that the fleur-de-Iys typified 
Eve (p. 144) ; the rose-tree the World (p. 146) ; the fallen 
roses, prophets in hell whom Christ rescued (p. 145) ; the 
precious bud the Virgin Mary (p. 146) ; tiie man who 

' MS. Add. 10292, heads this chapter, " Ensi que iosephes 
le vesque despnte a le dergie le due Ganor qui parens estoit ; '* 
and begins it thus : ** Quant 11 dus ganors se fu la nuit colcies 
en sen lit, si oommenoha a penser mult durement des meruelles 
qu'il auoit oies de oelydoine." 
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came from her like a sunbeam through glass, Chriat 
(p. 146), who, as ' a dedly man/ was tempted, died on the 
Cross, and rose again, and brought his friends from hell 
(p. 146-7). And the Virgin was Virgin ever, and you hare 
never worshipt her, Duke Gaanori (p. 147). 

Now tellith this storie furthermoTe 
nukeOuDortUM how dewk Gaanori to his bed went thore, 
ceUdojM'i and Merveillede Gretlj In his thowght 

Of the wowndres that Celidoyne wrowht, 4 

the wheche was Evere day be day : 

thus thoTihte y dewk as he lay ; 

that 80 atte laste he iyl In slepynge, 
andhMftTirioQ and fer-lime he fyl In a gret diemeftge. 8 

witor, hym thowhte that a Cler water say he. 

On y fareste that myhte be, 

whiche, gret wil he hadde to be-holde, 

and fere-Onne loked manyfolde. 12 

and a crowd of he Say where that a peple gan gon, — 
white. Alle white weren they Everichon, — 

and forth alle gonnen they pase ; 

but he wist neuere Into what plase. 16 

thanne af tir jit there say he More : 

yppon Somme that weren thore, 
A foul miit dropt doconded Adown a foul gret Mist, 

on soQiA of them, 

and th^ an au that Alle hlak becomen they, wel he wyst, 20 

and I-fylthed there Everichon, 
al so manye as there gonne gon : 
and the tothere chonged neuere here Colour 
For no» maner thing Of that stour. . 24 

and thanne beheld he atte laste 

paMtoabiack how the fylthed In to A blak valey paste, 

▼aUeXi 

where they were taken Everichon ; 

and fere Abyden, whethir they wolde oper non, 28 
while the oihen And f^ tothere Ou^e the water they wente 
and go OD. bothe fair an Clene^ with good Entente. 

Al this say the dewk In his Slepyng, 

where-Offen he Merveillede In his wakyng, 32 
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that Of al that Niht he myhte Slepen no more, 
bnt lay stille, and On this Mater thowhte sore 
that he Sawgh In Ayiciown 
^to him was schewed be Belevaciown. 

Tppon the Morwen, whanne it was day, 
vp he £oSy and forth wente his way, 
and Comanded there Eyht Anon 
that alle the Maistres to-Fora hym scholde gon. 
and whanne they weren Comen alle In fere. 
Anon his Aviciown he told hem there, 
and there-Offen wolde knowe y signefiannce, 
what it hetolLened wit^Owten variaunce. 
and they Answerid him Ageyn 
that they Cowden not tellen In Certein ; 
but of the Cristene Asken Scholen je, 
jif they Owht Connen it tellen sekerle. 

thus sone the Cristene weren Aftyr sent 
to-fbm the dewk to Comen present, 
and so forth they Comen with good wille, 
the dewkis Comandement to fulfille, 
and Comen forth In Symple Aiay 
tof om the peple that hem say, 
and seten down vppon the grownde 
atte the dewkes Fet that stownde. 
thus sone the dewk told hem his dremeng, 
wheie-Offen he preyde hem of alle Ofer thing 
there-Offen to knowen the verite, 
what Signefiannce it Myhte be. 

Thanne dressed hym Josephes vp Anon, 
and spak that they herden Eyerichon. 
'^Gaanort, dewk, I schal the Schewe 
the Signeficacioans vppon A rewe.** 
*'And I schal it Abyde, quod the dewk thanne, 
and so schal here now Eveiy Manne ; 
For I desire fnl gietly here 
the sothe 'so knowen al In fere." 



36 nrel.'thaf, 
uiidontood] 



40 



The duke calla for 
hUiriBemm, 



•nd atks tlie 
meaning of hit 



44 



bnt th^ can't 
tell It. 



48 



He lenda Ibr the 
Christiana, 



52 



66 



and telle hia 
dream to them. 



60 



Joaephea aaja he 
can explain it. 
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The meaning u Thanne tomed hym losephs rilit Anon 

partly to punUh i i . ^ -w-i 

huoompuiions. Toward his Compenye Everychon, 

and seide to hem with-Owten lettynge, 
" This Owhte for 50 w to ben Chastysinge; 72 

Pe»f 60] And this belongoth to 30W properly. 

And wele je sen, I schal tellen 30W why, 

The flood meant how the flood that this dewk Say 

the bapUam, 

In his slepyng As he lay, 76 

which 70U hare Signefieth fulliche the Cristendom 

all noeivd, 

that 36 han taken Alio and Som, 
wherethorwgh I-Clensed that ^e be 
From AUe Synnes and vylone. 80 

For Al so sone as 30 Cristened were, 
Alle 30iire Olde Synnes forsoken 30 there : 
and the fool mist and also I-DUTvf ved weren le Clone 

means the deadly r J J 7 

•In, Of 30WTe Synnes Alle be-dene. 84 

But sethen that we Owt of oure Contra gonne gon, 

Into this Contre to Comeii Everychon 

that Oure lord hath behoten vs here, 

To vs and to alle Oure lygne In fere ; 88 

Into which some but that On somme Of O wre partye 

ofyoQliaTeflUlen. 

the dirknesse is fallen sekerlye, 
wherethorwh 30 be comen bothe fowl & blak, 
and the fals Enemy of who7» I to-fore spak 92 

30W hath browht Into dedly Synne, 
the wheche that 30 be Ronne;: Inne. 
and the Synne whiche fat 30 han do, 
It is Riht fowl with-0 wten Mo ; 96 

and that was Sene atto See 
whanne that 30 myhten not passen with Me^ 
wherfore that drede Owhte 30 to have, 
3if that 30iire sowles scholen ben save. 100 

The dark vMtj " This dirke valey, and this depe, 

algniflea hall, 

that this dewk say In his slepe, 

sygnefieth with-Owten Ony more liknesse 

the valey Of helle, wherfl as is distresse ; 104 
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whenTzes that neu^re man schal pase, 
and he be Entred^ for ]^ere is non grase. 
In wheche valey somme leften there. 
And Bomme forth pasten In fair Maneie, 
whiche that weren good men and trewe, 
lyhtly they pasten vppon a Eewe." 

And whanne thus he hadde Ido, 
thanne dewk Gaanort Axede he tho 
how him thowhte be his ExpowneTzg, 
3if that it liked hym Ony thyng. 
" Certes, quod the dewk thanne, 
I holde 30iir6 wordis as A trewe Manne ; 
And that ^e han Seyd, it plesith Me, 
how that Evere there-Offen it be. 
For it doth ne more good trewely 
thanne Ony thing that I hane herd Certeinly.'* 

Thanne spak the dewk to y Maistres Anon 
Of the Sarazines lawe Everychon ; 
And Seide, "lordynges, je mosten here speke, 
And vppon Celidoyne to ben Awreke 
Of thike that y Cristene don Calle 
Marye, the virgine Modir of Alle- 
Myhty God In Maieste, 
how swich A lord Ibom Myht be, 
Mayden after, as sche was to fore, 
Ere that hire child was Conceyved & bore. 
Now wolde I sen to-fom me here 
how 30 konne berew jow In this Matere ; 
And the Cristene Confownded to be, 
"whiche that ful wel scholde plesen me." 

Whanne that thus he hadde Iseid, 
thanne stirte vp A mayster In a breyd, — 
the grettest Maister Of alle the lond 
Of Phelosophie, as I vndirstond ; — 
and thus this Maister him vp6 gan dresse 
Towardis losephes, and gan to reheise. 



oat of which no 
man etcapea. 



108 andthoMwho 
went on were 
good men who 
were saved. 



112 



116 



The dake 
-j^^ approves of 
l^U Jowphcfl's inter- 
pretation of hta 
dream. 



and then bids tlie 
Sarrasins dispute 
124 with Celidoyne, 



about the Vii^In 
Mary. 

128 



132 



136 



140 



Their wlaeet man, 
Locan, begins. 
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138 LUOAN PALLS DEAD FOB DENYING mart's VIEGINITY. [CH. ZLIIL 

thanne losephes to him seide there, 
josepheateiiBhim ^'Be "War, Lucons, what thou seyst here," 

tobecareflil, ^ > 

(For Lucans was the phelesophres Kame, 
Of Sarrazynes lawe A man of fame), 144 

forifhesianden "loke thou make here non lesvDg 

the mother of 

heaven's king. On Marye, y Modir Of hevene kyng. 

and 3if thou do now, In Certeyne 
he win repent It. thou schalt Eepeuten In Eveiy veyne 148 

Er that thou part hens trewelye, 

Amonges here Alle this Compenye." 
Lucan denies her *< I ne schal no thing Seyn, quod this Iwcan, 

Tirginitj. • 

but As Openly it is knowew to Every man ; 152 

For I telle the, losephes, ful Certeynly, 
was neuere Child In wommannes body 
, with-Owten Mannes knowlechinge, 
and gret peyne In the Berynge." 156 

joeephes appeals " In the "NamB Of God, quod losephes tho, 

to the Virgin, 

ITow hast thou Mad A leseng O^er two. 
ITow, that gloreous Mayde, specyaly I pray, 
Ajens whom thow hast witnessed this day, — 1 60 

as she to a pure as verraylly as sche Maiden Is 

maiden, 

To-fom and aftyr, wttA-Owte?e Mys, 

And for Child beryng neucre defowlid was, 

but Evere Clene virgine be Goddis gras, — 164 

So as verrayly as sche clene virgine Is, 

to prevent Lncan thow have uon more power to speken Amys 

amiss again I A^ens hire In non Manere degre, 

and that yon hast seid, it sone mot be." 168 

Anon as losephes this word hadde spoke, 
this lucans Gan Eoren In his throte, 
and made therto y fowlest Cryeng, 
as thowh it hadde ben a develes belewyng ; 172 

and Loean poUi and drowh wt his tonge wit^ hondis 

onthtoofm •,,.,, 

tongue, that brende, him thowhte, as feres brondes, 

and pulde it Owt Of his hed, 
and faiifl dead. and Sethen fyl down there stark ded, 176 
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so that neuere Man Mihte Of him stere 
hondf leg, ne foot, In non Manere. 

Whonne this dewk beheld this tho, 
he ne wyste what to don for wo, 180 

and myhte not Abyden his Orible Cry, 
but Owt Of his paleys hadde hym trewely. 
thanne to losephes spak he Anon, 
** Maister, Aftir the now will I don, 
!For I ne wot what I May say 
Of My Selven this like day ; 
bat 3if thou me wilt tellen here 
Of hire viiginite In Alle Manere, 
how that Clene virgine 30 myhte be, 
To-fom and Affcyr, In Alle degre — 
and ^if this fou Conne seyn wtt^-Owten faille, 
I wele Clene werken Affcyr thin CownsaiUe.** 
" Now, Certes, Sire, quod losephes tho, 
this schal I the tellen £r that I go. 

*' whanne thow were A child here bc-fom, 
Thanne was I neyther begeten ne bom, 
Ne Sethen Aflyr that ful longe 
that thou wondris Sye ful stronge, 
whiche that Neuere thou dist discure 
To non Creature, I the ensure ; 
For the grettest drede haddist fou tho 
that Sethen thou haddest, o^er to or fro ; 
and jit it Is In thin Eemembraunce 
Of that Merveil and Of that Chaunce." 

Affcyr this word Anon thanne 
the Dewk gan lawhen On Every Manne. 
thanne losephes Axede hym there 
" Why lawhe je. Sire, In swich Manere 1 " 208 

" I lawhe, quod this dewk, Certeinly, 
For ^at je maken fables so Openly, 
and seyn that I Abasched was, 
which I nas neyere In non plas. 212 



The dake wndf 
awa J the bod j, 
aadMvsto 

JOMphM, 



184 



*I/thoac 
^ proT0 to me her 
188 Tinglnlty, 



192 I wlU follow thy 
connael.' 



Josephei under- 
takeelt, 
196 And beglnt to 
remind him of 
what happend 
before he 
(Joeepbco) was 
bom. 

200 



204 



The duke laughs 
at hla inventiag 
10 boldly. 
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' How can yoa 
know what 
p«Mt before 
yoorbtrthP' 



*H6whoknowe 
all, abowd it to 



andlcantelllt 

thee, 

thongh thoa nerer 

toldest it to EDj- 



Tlion waat bom 
in Galilee, 
and thy fiiither 
was a poor 
herdman; 



and as tbon 
watchedat th j 
beaatB ander a 
roae-tree in fleld 
Tarais, 



tbon iaweet a 
fleur-de-lys, 



and oat of it g 
» roae-tree, 



JOSEPHES TELLS GAANORT OF HIS BOY-DATS. [CH. XLIII. 

buty losephes, je maken a fable here, 

that ^e sein thyke tyme bom 30 nere ; 

a-forn ^oure birthe to knowen Certeinle, 

this wolde I weten how this myhte be." 216 

"Now, Certein, Sire, quod Joseps tho, 
Alle this thing May wel be do ; 
For he that Of Alle poyntes hath knowenge^ 
To me hath discouered this ylke thinge ; 220 

and but Of Alle thinges he were wis, 
EUee Of konnenge hadde he not ^^ pris ; 
but Alle Maner thinges knoweth he, 
that this hath discoveryd to Me. 224 

and jit tolded (sic) thow it Keuere to non Man, 
and jit to the tellen I it kan. 
In Every poynt Ryht As it was, 
Openly, Sire, now here In this plas. 228 

" Ferst, Sire kyng, I schal tellen it the 
That thou were boren In Galele, 
And A pore herdeman thy fadir was ; 
And there keptest thou bestes In that plas. 232 

Anon as thou were foure jeres Old, 
Forto kepen the bestes he made J>* bold, 
So that it happed ones In the Monthe Of May, 
as thou keptest thy bestes yppon A day 236 

In A feld that was Clepyd Tarsis, — 
and vppon a tewsday it was I-wis — 
that vndir A Roser thou wentest there 
To schonen the hete In alle Manere. 240 

And whanne there-vndir I-set thou were, 
A fair flowr-delys Sye thow there, 
Ful by and ful fayr Abowtes the ; 
For swich Anothir dist thou neue?*e se. 244 

And whanne thou haddest beholden it longe, 
from that there Cam A Eoser ful stronge, — 
thus thowhte the there In this Syht, — 
As on tre Owt Of Anothir scholde Alyht 248 
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This Eoser liadde Mani Roses vppon, 
but of Bewte was there Neuere On ; 
and faste thou gonne to beholds 
•why 80 fowle they weren in Every folde. 
thanne Semed the that Owt of the delys, 
A rose Owt sprang Of Riht gret pris, 
that Alle the tothere Eoses Over spredde, 
and down to the Erthe there hem ledde, 
and iillen Alle down pore and Anoyows, 
thus thowhte J)*, vndir that Rose so gloiyows. 

"And whanne Alle they werew fallen Adown, 
That non lefte there Abydyng In-virown, 
thanne Sye thou On that isswed Owt there, 
the fairest Rose that Evere Sye thou Ere, 
And Most Merveillous there to Syht, 
the wheche Rose f ej-e Abod .ix. dayes Owtriht, . 
and Everich day it Grew ful Sore, 
bothe Fairere and grettere, More & More : 
That so gret Merveille Of non flowr 
haddest thou Neuere to-fom that Owr, 
For Swich A Rose sie thow neuere Er 
In non Contre nether Ny ne Fer. 
And Every day thider gonne thou gon 
that Rose to beholden Anon, 
That nethir beste ne non Othir thing 
To that faire Rose scholde don hyndreng : 
this wost thou wel. Sire, now, Everydel 
that I the telle, thou knowest ful weL 
and Evere As Clos that Rose it was 
As Any botown In ony plas ; 
And here-Oflfen Abasched wondirly thou were 
That it Severe Opened I non Manere. 
BO that it behapped vppon A day 
As thow thon there vndir that Roser lay. 
Of A wilde swyn thow were wondid sore 
thoruh thin hype, that thou were ny lore ; 



which bora many 
poor roMs, 



252 



256 



and one glorioat 



260 



264 which grew 
bigger 
andfiiirer 
ererydayj 



268 



and eraiy day 
thou didst go to 
272 «eit. 



276 



and it was shirt 
up tight like a 
bad; 



280 



and ona day tfaoa 
wast hart by a 
wUdboar, 
under tha rosa- 
tree, 



284 
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Uggw, 



and MmMtblng 
came oat, 



haTing the form 
of a man, 
though the roee 
Barer opendj 



and thia man 
kUldagreat 



and gfttherd op 
the fidlen flotren, 



and carried fhem 
away with him, 



206 



300 



and so 87k thou were, swich was tky gtas, 

that Bemeyen thou ne Mihtest Owt of pat pla& 

And whanne it was Abowtes Midday, 

that Rose beheldest fovi as thou pere lay, 288 

and thon sye that Moche Reddeie it was, 

be an hundred fold than Ony In that plas, 

and Gretteie and kigere it was also 

thanne An hundred of y to^^re, as ]»* thouhte tho. 202 

and thus as thou haddest here-Of M^ryeyUyng, 

thou beheldest Owt Of that Hose Goyng 

A Certein thing, what so It was ; 

but thou Nistest nowht be non Ca& 

but I telle the nowe in Alle degre> 

the forme Of A man it hadde sekede ; 

And jit the Hose Openede neue7*e the More, 

but al Clos and loynt Eveie was it thore, 

bothe to-fom and Aftir Also : 

this knowest thou wel that it dide do. 

and whanne the fegure pat theie-Owt gan gon, 

A whyle vppon the Erthe went Alon, 304 

thus sone Cam forth a f ul gret serpent 

that him^ wolde han devoured verament. 

Neuertheless jit to^edens they f owhte 

so pat p^ serpent was slayn and brouht to nowhte , 308 

and thanne Anon to p* flowres he Han 

that weren so f owle & fallen than ; 

hem he took Tpe thanne Eyerychon, 

and with hym bar )yereforth Anon. 312 

And whanne Alle this haddist po\x seyn, 
yppon thyn wounde haddest pon non Mende Certeyn, 
but vp6 thou Byse, and bethowhtest the 
Whethir it were soth Oper vanite. 316 

thanne gonne thou forth forto gon 
to beholde that f aire Hose Anon, 
For to sen what were pare wtft/i-Inne, 
> MS. hU. 
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OH. ZLUI.] DUKE OAANOBT ACKNOWLEDGES JOSBFHEB's POWER. 143 

and Er woldest thou for Nothing blynne. 320 

So wentest thou forth to that Eoser, 

and Anon therto thou kneledist ther, and thy woand 

and kystest that Eose fol Swetely j kiuiDg tha/rooe. 

thanne thus sone Al hoi were thou sekerly, 324 

And Of thy wownde feltest fou non deseyse, 

so Mochel that Eoser gan the plese, 

an fulfild }o\i were Of so gret swetnesse. 

So that neuere Erthly man More ne lasse 328 

hadde neuare, the thowhte, so gret plente 

Of Swich swetnesse In non degre. 

thanne In thin hond took thou this Eose, 
and he thy power woldest it vnclose ; 332 

but Anon to-f om the decended there 
A man as thowgh it were In flawmes Of fere ; 
And sodeynly to-fom the, As thou thowht, Then a man 

this Man from hevene to the was browht^ 336 hll^yen, "^ 

and to the Seyde there f ul Openly, *"* '^ 

that the signefiaunce there-Of trewly 

Ke scholdest thou not knowen be non chawnce, thoa ahonidat not 

For thou were not Of his Creauwce ; 340 of aii thfa, **" "* 

And so Of this word Abascht sore ]){>u were orua futh. 

that In to this day pou nost what to don for fere. 

" Now have I the told Every word, 
as I trowe thou wilt to Me Acord, 344 

what thou didest at the Age Of fyve ^er 
In that Contre whiles thou were ther." 

And whauTM the dewk these wordes gan here, Duke oaanoit 

how losephes hadde seyd In swich Manere, 348 

Anon Of his place be gan down to gon [leaf ei] 

Amonges his Meyne fere Everichon, 
And knelid Adown vppon his kne, 

and seide, " goddis Mynestre, worscheped fou be. 352 y>* '^J"'**^^ 
Now knowe I wel, that Every word •v »»»• aooonnt 

oftheadventart 

It is ful trewe pat thou hast me told ; u au trne^ 

Now wot I wel that thou Art he, 
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and pnijt him to 
•zplain It to him. 



JoMphM warns 
himhewiU 
repent it, 
if he does not 
reepect what he 
ia going to hear. 



The fleur-de-Iys 
npreeented Eve, 



who bnroght ein 
into the wOTld; 



Uie roaes an the 
prophete who 
werebefiyrt 
Ohriet; 



the wisest man Of this world ful sekeile. 356 

Now, for thike lord that thou levest vppon, 

So telle me y signefiaunce Of Everichon : 

For Certes Of Alle worldly thing 

So mochel to knowen have I desiieng; 360 

therfore, sire, now preye I the, 

So tellen me peroSen the vehte." 

" Dewk Gaanort, quod losep/te*^ tho, 
I schal the telle Er that I go ; 364 

but he war Of that I schal tellen the ; 
but thow it worschepe In Alle degre, 
wete thou Kiht wel with-Owte» More 
that J)ou the schalt Eepenten ful sore, 368 

Sorrere thanne Evere didest foM Of Ony thing ; 
but thou now worschepe here myn seyeng. 

" Herkene now, and I schal the Say 
the signefiawnce, this like day, 372 

bothe Of the flowr delys and the Roser : 
Of Al these thinges I schal tellen the her. 

" The delys that to-foren the Eoser thou sye, 
It signefyeth Eve, oure form Modir, sekerlye, 376 

that Of Al this world was the begynneng, 
and Of Oure lyne the f erste forth bryngeng ; 
and thoruh the synne that there don was 
In Paradys, that delitablo plas, 380 

wherby Alle Synne and wrechednesse 
vs and Ek Owre hath browht In distresse. 
thanne Cam there A dew from hevene Adown 
and watered that Roser Al In-virown ; ^ 384 

For there as the delis, be Inobedience 
Fyl In Synne, and dide gret Offence ; — 
be the Roses vndirstonde schalt pou here 
the holy prophetes that to-fore Crist were> 388 

that Comen Alle Of Oure forste Rote, 
whiche was Eve, as I the behote, 
' MS. Joeep, 
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the roM-tree Ii 
the world. 



400 



which oraiee 
many to fldl into 
sin; 



404 



en. XLIII.] THE ROSE-TREE AND ROSES OF GAANORT's VISION. 145 

that Into helle they wcnten Echon 

After here dethes, fiil gret won. 392 

For they were» fowle & vnclene, 

and for syime thider wente, wel myhtest pon wene. 

& he the Boser, yndirstonden schalt thou 
the world Only, as I telle the now ; 
to wheche Eoser men gon ful faste 
the flowres to pnllen In gret hast 
So fareth this world wttA-Owte» More 
to hem that to hit Enclyne so sore : 
the world to hem it is so delytable, 
they connen not it leven wtt/^Owtew Fable ; 
pefioTQ to helle they fallen Adown, 
alle swlch peple In-yirown 
that hem delyten In wor[l]dly thinges here, 
and heyenely thinges leven In Alle Manere, 
and forsaken hevenlych heritage, . 
& to worldly thinges hem take, hope lord and page. 408 
wel Mown they for folis Itold be, 
and vnwitty & Madde, ful sekerle, 
that leveth to taken A precious ston, 
and Amongis the swyn to putten it Anon : 412 

for More they loven wrechchednesse 
Thanne hevenely thing, Ofe7' Ony goodncsse. 

^' Be the Eoses that fillen adown, 
thou schalt vndirstonden Al & Som, — 416 

tho that fillen down Of that Eoscre, 
tliat So feble and Anentisched were : — 
For prophetes and good Men thou it take, 
That mochel good diden for goddis sake, 420 

that, thorugh synne of Oure ferst modir hero, 
To helle they wenten alle In fere 
afbyr here deth and departysown, 
and stille Abyden there In that prosown 424 

Tyl that the flowr Of Alle floures 
Gan Owt to springe for Owre socours ; 

GBAAL. — VOL. II. 10 



and lore evil 
better than 
goodneae. 



The fUlen roeea 
were the good 
men. 



who were ^nt to 
hell for ETe*B sin. 
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tui tht unM of 81 the wheche is Odie lady seint Maiye, 

that is yiigyne and Maiden f ul tiewelje, 428 

tiM bwtof and Of Alle wommen bath moste Bownte. 



•igniflMi bj tiM where-thorwh, siie, As I telle it the, 
that God In fat viigine dide Alyhte ^ 
as Bonne that schineth thorwgh glas so biyht ; 432 
and hire viiginite nenere put Away, 
and so Owte he wente, the sothe to say. 

■ad dM nmaind And Evere is this hire viigynyte 

•varaTlxgin» 

uUMroMWM As Clos as ^* JRose In Eche degie, 436 

that 80 As 8otely Owt he wente 
as ^t be Entred by his Owne Entente ; 
so at the byrthe as clene yiigine sche was 
as At hire Gonceyveng, thorwh goddis gias ; 440 

and thus Evere af tyr and to-fore, 
Clene viigine for Evere Abod sche thoie, 
lyk Aa the Eose that thou there sye, 
Evere Glos On the Boser wiiJi thin Eye. 444 

He,whowBs '' Whanne Into this Erthe that he was bore — 

born of bar, 

as thou sye owt of fat Eose Isswen thore — 

thanne dwelled he here, kyng Of kynges, 
iivd ssyMuv M a and In xxz^ wynter dide Many thinges ; 448 

and so longe abod he here 

In povert and In gret Misere, 

so that the Enemy supposede wel 

A dedly Man he hadde ben Everidel ; 452 

and thryes he gan hym forto Asaye 

be diners weyes In On daye ; 

but Evere he fond hym so hard Ss Clene 

that he ne wyste what he dyde mene. 456 

thanne whanne he say he Gowde not spede, 
died ou the croas, Thanne On the Grois Grist Su£&ed dede ; 

there wende he hym forto ban Gete, 

but his pray there dide he forlete : 460 

For In as Moche as Grod he was, 
roM again. he Eos A3en thorwgh his Owne Gras, 
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and wente to that fowle presown, 

and deliuered his frendis Eveiichon. 464 

This was he that thou Sye verraylye 

Owt of the Rose Isswen to-fore thyn Eye ; 

and fawht with that fowle Seipent, 

wiche was y fah Enemy Terament, 468 

and ladde his firendes to hevena blisse. 

Lo, the Signeficaciown of pat Eose it isse. 

" Oper ellis vnderstonde thou Myht here, 
that god, y serpent Ou^rcam In fia Manere 472 

be his deth vppon the Croys ful ryht, 
thus Ou^rcam he the devel Owtryht. 
Por be that deth he hyxn Ougrcam, 
and puichaced lif to Every Cristen Man. 476 

*' And thus, In this Maner degre, 
bor was lesus Of Maie, 
that Evere is, & was^ a blessed virgine ; 
And Al loint & Clos In Al manero tyme 480 

As was the Eose, I telle it the, 
but Alle Oper Opened ben Sekerle ; 
and Of this thing Mihtest povi ben Sure, 
That Evere was sche virgine good & pure. 484 

" This is the virgine, and thou wylt Wete, 
That thou worschepedest iN'euere ^yte. 
and wilt Jou wyte why worschepew hire Jou ne May 1 
For thou ne Art not fal waschen In Fay, 488 

In the Swete flood, Owther In the wawe 
that baptesme Is Glepid be the newe lawo. 
Now haue I the told, dewk Gaanore, 
Of that thou Axedest me to fore ; 492 

what I haue the seid now, telle pon Me, 
how thou likest therby In Alle degre.*' 



and deUverd hii 
frtonds from h«U. 



The Mrpent dgni* 



orttMderU 
(th« French glvM 
the two ideaa), 
both which wero 
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manner of the 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

OF THB 0ON7EBSION OF DUKB GAANOBT AND HIS FB0PU8. 

All Gfutnort'8 men deolare that they believe the Yiigin kept her 
Yiigmity before and after Christ's birth, and therefore 
ihey will be christend (p. 149). Gaanort too desires 
baptism (p. 150), and Josephes baptizes a thousand of 
the men (p. 160). Gaanort then orders the unbelieyers out 
of the place ; and they go on board a ship (p. 151), which 
soon turns ^ up so down," and drowns them all (p. 151) ; 
and next morning all the bodies are found under the 
Castle walls (p. 152). Josephes orders them to be buried, 
and a Tower raised over them, to be called ** The Tower 
of Marvels " (p. 154), whence in Arthur's time knights 
shall issue to joust with all comers (p. 154). Bo the tower 
is built, and lasts till Lancelot breaks it in pieces, ** as of 
Arthur's hows the storye, It doth declaren more openly " 
(p. 155). Gaanort also erects a Church in his Palace, in 
honour of Mary (p. 155) ; and Joseph's wife is delivered 
of her son Galaas, called OaUuu the Fort, because he was 
bom in the Castle (p. 155). The people round send and 
tell the King of Northumberland of Gaanort's Conversion 
(p. 156), and the King, by the advice of his Barons, orders 
the Duke to come to him (p. 157) ; but Josephes tells him 
to repudiate the King's seignory, and say he is under 
Christ's only (p. 157). This Gaanort does (p. 158), and 
the King of Northumberland at once summons his men to 
the fair city of 8oose (p. 159), 5,000 strong, and thenoe 
marches '*to Humber Water" and besieges Gaanort 
(p. 159). The Duke is afraid, but comforted that the 
Christians have *< stuffed" the Castle well, and that it is 
strong (p. 160). Nasciens advises a sortie on the King's 
army while it is encamping (p. 161). This is made, and 
is very successful, 200 and more being killed (p. 162) ; 
however, the King and his knights arm themselves and 
fight, but no one can withstand Nasciens (p. 163), who 
fights * as a devel ' (p. 164), kills the King's horse, and 
then the King himself as he will not yield (p. 165). The 
Saracens, on seeing their leader dead, flee to the Uumber 
(p. 166), and so the Christians have the victory, and give 
God thanks for it (p. 167). 

Duke OMiiort << Now, Gertes/' quod this Dewk thanne, 

aayt h0 If qotta ^-..,.,.,,^t. r^ •»*■ 

Mtiaaad with <^ In Al this lond ]N ys ))ere non So wys Manne, 

pu!!uioo of hi! Non Manere Of Clerk Of phelesopbiye, 

^ that thou ne scholdest hem Alle distroye ; 4 

So that In gret loye thou hast me put Inne, 
whiche from myn herte ne schal neuere twynne. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CH. XLIY.] OAANOBT's CLERKS ASK TO BE BAFTia^D. 



14D 



and now I haue so fulleche kuoweng 
So that I desire neuere non Othir thing." 

thanne tomed he toward his Clerkis Anon, 
and thus to hem seide Everichon, 
** wylo 36 not sejn that this virgine Marye 
whiche that Conceyved so prevylye, 
and bar lesns Grist that holy prophete, 
That bothe yi];gyne and Mayden is ^ete ; 
Is sche not Mayden bothe After and to-fore. 
As this goode Man vs techeth In lore f " 

" Sire, quothen they Alle Everichon, 
there A^ens ne seyn we not On. 
For Apertly It was Schewed to jow 
As he tofom vs telleth here now ; 
wherefore Alle we trowen it fol wel 
that he hath seid here EverydeL 
and loke ^e don Ek, Sire, the same, 
and Elles trewly 36 ben to blame ; 
and yat to ^onie lawe no more soiet ]>at je be, 
but Only to the lawe Of Cristyente. 
therfore bethenke je what 30 welen do. 
For jourc lawe we forsaken for Eu^re Mo ; 
Fo[r] nethir for wraththe ne for stryf 
we scholen JN'euere dureng Oure lyf 
but Only On god worschepen Ay, 
the wheche is Jesus Crist, God verray." 

Thanne kneled they down Everichon 
To Josephes feet there Anon, 
and preyden hym Alle Of Gristenenge, 
And Ek Of that holy watres waschenge. 
Anon As he thus herde hem Seyn, 
he bad hem Rysen vp A-Geyn : 
£k he wepte for loye and for pyte. 
So gret Mirthe in herte thanne hadde he ; 
and graunted hem there here Askyng, 
the holy water Of Gresteneng. 
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Thanne 8pak he to Dewk Gaanor, 

And to hym thus seide Eyht thor, ii 

joMphM lakB the ^ Faire Sire Gaanor, quod losephes Anon* 
Mtn^ wilt thou do As thi Clerkes here don, 

and As the Maistres don Of thy lawe ; 

For Of Cristendom they ben Ryht fawe 1 " 48 

'' Sire," quod the dewk to losephes thanne, 

" thowgh they forsaken it Eveiy Manne, 

Onliche Of baptesme I the beseke, 

that Art goddis Mynestre good and Meke ; 52 

and Gaanort also for though of hem Cristeued ben neu^re On, 

Mkt for bapUam. 

Of Baptesme I praye the, Sire, now Anon." 
At that tyme was there An huge Cry 

Thorwgh Al that paleys ful trewely, 56 

that losephes they hadden Greved So, 

they Niste for Mone what to do, 

but preiden hym Of Baptesme Everichon 

Al so faste As they Myhten Eennen Oper gon. 60 

And whanne losephes Al this beheld there, 
joaeph«8 r^oioes, he made gret loye In his Manere, 
■endtforapri«iit and Comanded there A prest Anon 

and wat0ri 

water to putten In a ston, 64 

and blessed it with his Owne bond, 
as I do 30W to vndirstond, 
and Gnstened there-Inne dewk Gaanor, 
And After Alle that Evere Gomen thor, 68 , 

Bothe Child, Man, and Womman, | 

that Baptesme Of hym preide than ; I 

aDd baptisM go that louge Er it was Noon I 

more than 1000 of i 

tiu) folk. A thowsand ho Cristened Everichon. 72 

and whanne that the Even Gomen was. 
The duko lenda This dowk there putte Owt Of his plas 

away Uuwe who .,, , ^ . ■. .•• . t 

won't be chite- Alle tho that Cnstenod wolde not be, 

Owt Of his paleys he dyde hem fle, 76 

and Alle his Meyne I-Gristened they were, 
Sawf an hundred and Fyfty there. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OH. XLIY.] THB UNBAPTIZ'd USSf ABB ALL DBOWlfD. 151 

(The dewk wolde neuere chongen liia name, DakeOMoortwiu 

For that it was Of Byht gret &me, 80 ll^L2ui!taXii. 

And Ek his Fadyr LCIepyd was so, 
^erfore non O^arwise Nolde losephes do.) 

Anon he Gomanded to Alio tho 
Owt Of his lond thanne foito go. 84 

and they Answeryd hem vntylle 
that they wolden it don wtt^ good wille. 
Thanne wenten they Owt Of y Gasfcel 
To the water side f nl f aire and wel : 88 

and there fownden they A schipe Anon, tim aniwpUMd 

and there-Inne Maiyneris Manyon ; * '' 

and thike Schip they Entred ful sone. 
And Into the See Gonnen they Gone, 92 

pTeyenge to the Ghef Maiyneie 
Into A Nothir lond to leden hem there. 

And whanne Entred weren they Eveiychon, 
And from the lond that they weren Gon, 96 

A gret wynd Anon Qan there Aryse whiob mMUa 

Owt Of Mesure In AUe Wyse; gr-twind, 

and the Schipe tomed vp so down there Md is oaiMiMd, 

and thtfj an 

So that Alle Anon Idrenched they were, 100 drownd. 

AUe that Evere Besoeyred not Grystyente, 

bothen they and Maryneris, I-dienched they be. 

that Nyht the dewk gret loye he Made, 

and losephes and his felawes Made fal glade ; 104 

and al Nyht spoken Of pat Gompenye 

that from hem parted so yelenoslye. 

The dewk, Of losephes Asked thanne, JoMphMtoUtUM 

" Good Sire, what schal fallen Of J>e8e Menne t " 108 ^"^ 
" 1 schal 30W tellen, quod losephes tho. 
Of that peple how it schal go : 
to Morwen schole ^e hem Alle Se 
To londe AEyren In A queynte degre, 112 

whiche to 30W schal ben gret verefiannce 
and gret f ulfiUenge to ^oure Greaunce : 
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he Shan Me the and grettere wondir ajen 30 nen^re l^on 
•gaininasfcnuig* thaiuie 30 scholen to Morwe Of hem Echoxu" 116 

^"^' Of which dewk Gaanor abaacht hym sore, 

and gladly of losephes wolde weten More, 
but he duist not, lest he wolde hym greye, 
ferfore no more to hym wolde he Meve. 120 

80 wente the dewk to his Eeste that Nyht^ 
And Abod there whiles it was day lyht. 
V^»l Vppon the Morwe, Whanne it Was Day, 

The next day, there Comen tydynges with-Owten delay 124 

a yeomen oomee 

to the duke, To this Dewk Sire Gaanore, 

Of A Messenger cam rennevig there ; 

where-Ofifen Abasched he was non del, 

For he snpposede Of non thing but weL 128 

there Cam A 3oman ful foste Eennenge, 

And browhte J* dewk Meryeillous tydynge. 

" What ben tho, quod the dewk thanne, 

telle me here Anon, thou jomanne." 133 

and tells him the " be my trowthe, Sire, quod he tho, 

onbelieven axe all 

lying 6mA, vudir this Castel As I gan to go, 

lyn there Al that peple ded 

that hens departyd Owt Of this sted, 1 36 

whiche that wolde not I-Cristened be ; 

jonder, Alle ded, ^e Mown hem se," 

and Whanne ^® dewk herdo hcre-offen telle, 
Dukeoaanort Owt Of his Castel he Cam ful snello 140 

goee to lee about IL 

Forto knowen whethir this soth were, 

Owther A lesyng Itold hym there. 

And whanne that he Cam to y se side, 

Manye Of his Meyne he fond J)ere that tyde 144 

to beholden this Merveillo there 

that was befallen In this Manoro. 

and whanne tho dewk it gan beholde, 
and iB mnch In his herte ho Merreilled Many foldo 148 

fielding ao many Of SO moche pcplc Ipersched to be. 



deadbodlee. 
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* What Manure Of peple that it was 1 ' 

thanne seide A knyht In that plas, 152 

'' It ben they that wolden not Glistened be 

that here lyn ded As ^e Mown se ; 

and foTsothe, sire deuk, I haue herd telle 

that An hundred and fyftj pere ben full snella" 156 

*^ Now, seiche Abowtes, quod the dewk thanne, 
)if 3e fynde here So Manye A Manne." 
thanne dyden they the dewkes Comandement^ 
and there they fownden hem Alle present — 
An hundred and Fyfty Everichon 
liggen alle there vppon harde ston ; 
and with hem was fownden A Marynera, 
And An Ore In bond there. 

For this Merveille f ul trewely 
the dewk sent aftyr losephes hasteJy. 
thanne thedyr Cam losephes Anon, 
and his Compenye with hym Everichon. 168 

thanne Axede the dewk Of losephes pere 
Of that Aventure, how it were, 
thanne quod losephes " Certeinle 
It is behapped as it scholde be ; 172 

For thou schalt nenere sen synful Man 
that the fals Enemy serven Can, 
but ^if he qwite hem thus here Mede 
As to hem he hath don In this stede. 176 

For whanne he hath served him al his Age, 
be he Neucre Of so hy parage, — 
And whanne he weneth Aboven to be, 
thanne Cometh the &1S Enemy ful sekerle, 180 

And hem so sleth In dedly syn/ie, 
and sleth bothe body & sowle wttA-Inna" 

" Sire losephes, quod the dewk thenne, 
what scholen we don with Alle these Menne.'' 184 

" Sire, quod losephes, I schal 30W say. 
Into this Erthe hero let putte hem this day, 



and says Uiis is 
thewajthe 
devil's serrauls 
arsalwajB 
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Evene be the banke faste by ; 
jowph«8 idviHt and Over hem do make A towr ful by, 188 

to balld a towv 

So that wiih-Iime the tour Alle Icolen' they be. 



here bodyes Iboiyed ful sekerle ; 
And whanne the towr performed Is, 
to b« eaud, thanne schal it be Clepid wiiJirOwien Mys, « 192 

ThoTowarof 

Manrds. << the towT Of Merveflles " schal be p^ Name, 

for, thorwgh alle breteyng, fat schal ben p* fame. 
'^ In this lond that is called breteyngne, 

ForiniiMUma ArthowT A Kyng schal ben Gerteygne, 196 

" the moste worthy and yaiUawnt knyht, 
and the Most Merveillons In Ony fyht. 
and In that tyme here schal befalle 
Many Menreilles wondirful wtt^ Alle 200 

be the strok Of On swerd Only, 
that Al the world )iere-Offen schal speken trewly ; 
wheche Menreylles scholen Endaren here 
In this lond fuUiche fowrtene ^ere ; 204 

and this Merveille schal algates laste 
til y laste Of Nasciens lyne Come In haste. 
Of the MenreiUes I haue 30W told 
^at pere scholen ben wrowht Many fold ; 208 

For knyght In Arthures Gowrt ne schal non be 
thus lustes Other bataille Asketh sekerle, 

ahaii many that as a good a knyht here schal he fynde 

of ihia tower, Owt Of this towr to Entren be kende ; 212 

And thowgh that Neuere so Manye Assemblen here, 
Owt Of this tour scholen Comen In fere 
Man for Man with hem to fyhte ; 

no man knowing and 3it sclial non Man knowen Aryhte 216 

whmm thv ^hens ihey Comen In Non degre, 

tin hearrivM, tyl these Aventures be On persone I-Ended be, 

thMtadVantiirei. and for this specyal Cause Only 

* the towrof Merveilles ' we scholeCallen It properly. 220 

■ leoUn l8 the perfect participle of eele^ oonoeal, as ikolen 
is of hele, ooyer, conceal. 
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** Now doth beiyn these Men Anon, 
and do Make this towr of lym & ston; 
For AUe thing fat I haye 30W told, 
je scholen fynden it trewe In Echo fold." 

the dewk let heiyen these Men Anon, 
and let^Oideynen faste lym and ston, 
both Masonns and Carpenteris sent After faste, 
80 that the towr were made In haste ; 
And whamze that towr Bedy was dyht, 
** the towr of M^rveilles " Anon it hight ; 
the wheche Name longe dide laste, 
Tyl that lawnoelot thedir Cam In haste 
and it dide broken In pecys A-down, 
Al that towr OnHch In yirown, 
as Of Arthnies hows the stoiye 
It doth declaren More Openlye. 

and whiles this towr was in Makyng, 
y dewk a fear Ghirche hadde In Eeryng 
In a fear place Of his Gastel 
which this dewk loyed fal weL 
^ke Chirche theie Areiid it was 
In ]>* woischepe Of Marye fnl Of gras. 

and whiles this Ghirche was In reryng, 
losephes Modris tyme was Gomeng 
that hire Ghild sche scholde here 
In that Gastel Eyene riht there ; 
and whanne the Ghild Ibom it was, 
A fair knaye Ghild In that plas, 
where-Offen gret loye there they made, 
and Alle the Gourt they weren fal glade, 
and Named that Ghild Galaas Anon ; 
where-fore gret f este fej maden Echon ; 
and for that Ghild In that Gastel was bore, 
« Galaas the fort " they Galden hym thore. 

Whanne they that In yirown the Gastel were, 
Wysten how that With the Dewk It stood there. 
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threaten to and that he was tomed to Cristendom, 

dwtroy hia cmU«, 

beoauM b« is and al his Meyne bothe hoi & som, 

and gonnen to Grosschen Everichon, 

& there to hym Sent Massage Anon 260 

* that werren they wolden vppon hym fere, 

and distroyen his londis Erery where.' 

Anon he Answerid p* Messengeris Ageyn, 
Hen^abewiu and seido, *his lond he woldo kepen Certeyn 264 

dtftiid liimwlf. 

al 80 longe as that he Myhte, 

For saiasdnes lawe he hadde forsaken Owtrihte, ! 

and to that lawe wolde he neuere tomen A^en I 

Schortly thowh they wolde hym Slen.' 268 

whanne they herden his Answere, I 

Then the saraeeiM tho that Messengens weren there | 

■end to the King , , - ^x , , ^ i ^ 

of Northamber- wenten to the kyng of ^orthhum berlond, 

land, ^ I 

And dide hym Al this to vndirstond, — 272 ' 

' that dewk Gaanor hadde deservid wel i 

his lond to lesen Everidel ; 
and toll him for he hadde forsaken paynem lawe 

Gaanorthaa 

tornd Christian, and to Cristendom he dide hym drawe.' 276 

The king ie Whanne the kyng of iN'orthhumherlond herde this, 

*ngiy, 

he was Eyht wroth with-Owten Mys ; 
For the kyng knew y Dewk so wel 
hard Of herte As Evere was stel, v/ 280 

and the worthyest knyht In Al bretayne ; 
this wiste wel the kyng, he was certayne. 
and tokes coanaei thanne took he Cownseil of his barown, 

with his barona 

what to do. Of that canse what is best to don : 284 

Thtu adTiae him " Sire, after hym Anon doth sende, 

to eend fbr 

Gaanort, that he to 30W Gomo, & not Ofifende ; 

and ^if he ne Come not At ^owre sonde, 

thanne Mown }e hym Sle, & don him schonde ; 288 

And Elles taketh ^oure Ost ftil Clene 

& werreth On him Al be-dene, 

so mown ^e slen him, and y Cristene Also 

that hym Made this forto do ; 292 
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thanne scholen the Cristene In non degre 
In this Lend not I-Eerjd be." 

Anon the kyug dyde After here Bed, 
and sente forth Messageris In that sted, 296 

and ^ Comanded hym As his lige Man 
Anon to hym he scholde Gdmen than 
For to speken with hym there, 

that he ne leve it In non Manure ; 300 

and 3Lf that he This withstonde, 
that he Nele Come» At Myn sonde, 
Schortly he schal Confownded be, 
he and alle hise fol Certeynle.' 304 

whanne the dewk herde this tydyng, 
To hym it was A gret Afirayeng ; 
For he knew the kyng Myhty was 
Of londis. Of Body, In Every plas. 308 

So thanne to losephes he Cam Anon, 
And Axede Cownseil what to don. 
*' 1 schal )ow say, quod Josephes tho, 
In this thmg what is best to do : 312 

Anon that 30 sende hym to seyne, 
* that his Man 30 ben not certeyne ; 
For Owt Of his Subiection je ben, 
and Owt of alle his lordschepis ful Clon ; 316 

and Only I-set In the seignorie 
Of lesns Crist the sone Of Marye, 
hos lordschepe that 30 welen holde 
For Ony Man, be he JN'euere so bolde.' 
For, knoweth wel. Sire dewk, In Certein, 
That Owre Lord 30W schal soconren ful pleyn, 
and Of him to haven the victorye 
Of iho Miscreawntea Sekerlye ; 
And thowgh algates 30 scholden deye, 
bettere myhten je Neu^re Certeinlye 
thanne vppon the Enemy Of lesu Crist, 
Sire Dewk, herto thou myht wel tryst : 328 
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For wene thaime howndes, Siker they ben, 

al the Compenye, as 30 scholen wel sen. 

this is my Coonsaille that ^e do, 

and god honouren Eyere Mo. 332 

and but 30 welen don Aftiz Me, 

holichiiches child art f(m not sekerle^ 

but A wykked senrannt to god Only 

but |Km Eiht thus do vtterly.*' 336 

** And I wele seker, quod the dewk thanne ; 

him schal I serren for Ony Idiamie." 
Th»dahs teUitht Thanne Cam he to y Messengers Of y kyng, 

and of here bode 3af hem Answeiyng : 340 

•iwiniiotgoto "iQ mown se^n (ate) the kyng vnto. 

the king of North- i^ \ / <f-^ r 

ombwriipd, ' wlth hym to speke will I not go; 
bathamiiyeonM but zi£ he wil Owht In Ony degre. 

and tpMk with v w 

iM,if h« wanto 80 leto hym Comen an speken wit^ Me ; - 344 

teM kmgMh« For as longe as he A paynem Is, 

i^lw^Swtidag For hym I wele don nowht I-wis.' " 

**' ""• " how goth this, quod J>* Messengeris tho, 

that 3e to 30ure lord ne welen not go, 348 

sethen 3e holden Of hym ^oure lond, 

as it is don vs to vndiistond." 

** that I do Not, with-Owten lettenge, 

but Only Of lesus, hevene kinge ; 352 

Of hym I holde Al my lond, 

as I do 30W to yndiistond; 

and for his love, sires, Only, 
i»»«2to™^ I haue forsaken Alle Oj>6re seignoiy." 356 

Hoary ftvuiat of '' In foyth, quod the Messageiis Ageyn, 

30 mown be sewr and Certein 

that to-fom this Castel scholen je se 

to 30W many A strong Eneme." 360 

*' 3e, quod y dewk to hem ful sone, 
•ndiiMriioothor thowgh they myn Enomyes ben Everichons, 

So that God Onlich my frend he be, 

Of hem haue I non drede sekerle." 364 
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Thus deparfcjd the messengeres Anon^ 
and towaid here loid forth they gon, 
& tolde him Eyene woid for word 
that the dewk to hyin wolde not Acord. 
thanne sente he Messengerifl Anon In hie 
Abowtes Al his lond bothe fer & Nye, 
* that his Meyne to hym scholde Comen there 
In here beste aray In alle Manere, 
To A place that is I-Cleped 'soose^' 
whiche waB fat tyme A fail Cyte. 

So be the day that he hem sette. 
At that Cyte Alle they mette; 
so fat the kyng Isswed Anon 
Owt of that Cyte, and his Meyne Echon, — 
what On hors bak, & what On foote, 
bet than fyre thousend, wel I wote. — 
so that his lome he took wel faste 
Tyl to hnmber water he Cam Atte laste, 
and Entrede Into A priorye, 
he and Al his Compenye. 

The same dai Comen they to-fom y Castel, 
& with hym his Meyne Everydel ; 
bat loeephs In that Castel not ne was, 
bat at Anothii besides In that plas. 
Half A dayes lome thenne, 
whiche * Caleph ' was Clepid of many Menne. 

Whanne the dewk sawh y kyng so fere^ 
he was a£rayed In diaers Manere 
as A man that neoere beseged was 
to-fom that tyme In nof» Man^r of plas ; 
For Eveie to fore tymes hadde he be 
the worthiest knyht ful sekerle 
Of Al the world with-Owten drede ; 
For dowte hadde he neuere In non stede. 
The Castel with-Inne wel Ordeyned was 
Of Men of strengthes In Every plas ; 
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For Anon Ab the Cristene herden telle 
that the kyng was so fers & felle, 
and that he wolde werre begynne ; 
there-fore bethowhten they with-Inne, 404 

were it werre^ Other were it pes, 
they wolde ben seker l^euertheles ; 
and ranudnt and More sLker with-Inne they were 

Inside hit OMtIa* 

thanne withrOwten }if they hadde ben fero. 408 

And the Castel In hym self ful strong it was, 
whiche to hem was Comfort In that plas ; 
and the Cristene with Al here Myht 
Stoffed that Castel bothe day and Nyht 412 

to here power, what Myhte Availle 
To that Castel with-Owten faille : 
and this was On Of y thinges Most 
]^at the dewk hym Comforted A^ens ]»^ Ost. 416 

The king begins Whanne the kyng was Comen to-fore bat CasteL 

Co eneemp before ,-i*.o^ 

the ctstie, he gan to loggen bothe faire & wel^ 

Supposing to hym In Alle Manere 

that they with-Inne wolde not Isswen there. 420 

The dewk in his Castel lay 

and loked Atte wyndowe, as I 30W say, 

and lay in ful gret pensifnesse 

As A Man that was In distresse. 424 

& as In his thowht he lay there tho, 
i Mks Sire Nasciens to-fom hym say he go. 

Of whom he hadde herd gret Chevalrye 

Of Conqwestes, Of batailles, Of victorye. 428 

thanne seide the dewk to hym Anon, 
what to do with " Sire, Of this Mater how scholen we don! 

beholde Ooddis Enemyes, this peple here, 

how they loggen ys Al In fere, 432 

And Goddis Enemyes Everychon ! 

what is best pat we with hem don t 

hem to disloggen In this plas, 

It were best thorwh goddis gras. 436 
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" Nay, Sire dewk, quod Nasciens tho, 
For Otherwyse we scholen now do." 
** I^ow Certes, quod ihe dewk Ageyn, 
aftyr 30W wele I werken In certeyn." 440 

<< thanne don ^e joure Men Armen Anon, 
and to assemblen Everichon 
Er fulliche logged that they be, 

the More Ese to vs, Sire, ful Sikerle. 444 

And for that I hope now trewely 
we scholen hem fynden most besy, 
And weis I-purveyed in £che degre 
thanne here Aftyr that they scholen be ; 448 

For now Cometh nothing In here thowht 
that we hens Owt scholde Isswen Owht : 
And therfore, sire, now Eyht Anon 
On Goddis Enemyes now let vs gon 452 

In lesus Name, the sone Of Marye, 
that Ys wele defenden ful trewelye, 
Onre warawunt and Oure Govemowr, 
that vs wele Save In Eveiy stoup. 456 

And pi More, sere, with-owten faylle, 
And we dyen In this BatayUe, 
to hevene bliss thanne scholen we go 
thorw Martirdom for Evere Mo ; 460 

and 3if that we han victorye, 
Fndles worschepe Sekerlye." 

Whanne the dewk this word herde, 
thanne As A loyful Man he Ferde, 464 

and Anon In his paleys let Crye 
" As Armes, As Armes " faste in hye. 
thanne Every man In his degre 
hym to Armen wente besile ; 468 

and so to the Dewk they browhten Anon 
ArMure to patten hym vppon, pnto on hia 

and Ek to Sire Nasciens Also, 
what thing that hym belonged vnto. 472 
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whanne the Dewk and Nasciens In fere 

bothe weren Armed ful sewrly there. 

Into the Cowrt they Comen Anon, 

And to here hors there gonne they gon ; 476 

and gowoofc with And Owt they tooken the Ryhte weye 

Atte the Castel gate ful pleynlye. 

And whanne the Dewk to y gate gan gon, 

he Comanded the kepere Anon 480 

that Open the gate scholde be, 

his Meyne to Isswen with hew Compene ; 

So that the dewk Isswed Anon Eyht, 

and aftir, his Meyne witA here Myht 484 

Thv nuh upon al SO sweflly as they Cowden gon, 

And aflyr Nasciens wente Anon ; 

And Evere Yppon the dewk he sewede faste 

with his Meyne In Byht gret haste. 488 

And whanne they weren Owt I-gon^ 

they prekyd here hors thanne Everichon 

AI so faste As they myhten Eenne, 

On goddis Enemyes wolde they not blynne ; 492 

who are taken i7 And SO sodeynly On hem they gonne gon, 

For of hem kepe token they non, 

for J>at they weren Abowtes loggeng, 

And token kep Of non OJ>er thyng j 496 

for they supposeden Certeinly 

\a\t they wolden not han Isswed so sodeynly. 
thanne On hem sodeynly they Come, 

and beeten & slowen Manyone, 50O 

80 that wM-Inne A lytel space 
Th«T •ta«r ioo two hundred weren slayn In bat place ; 

and moN of thflin. 

And the to]>er6 knyhtes \a\» after hem gonne gon, 

they gonnen so wel to fyhten Anon 504 

that Manye they slowen Of Northhumberlond, 

as this storye doth vs to yndirstond. 

thanne be-gan the Styr Anon, 

and thorwh Al the Ost it gan to gon, 508 
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what Of dede Men and wounded hoye 
the Noyse was wonderfully forsothe. 

thanne whanne this Ciy they herden Echon, 
To here Annnie they Eonnen anon ; 
and the kyng hym selve with-Owten lak 
Caste An hawberk vppon his bak, 
and his helm yppon his hed, 
And hyede hym faste In to )>at stede ; 
So dyden Alle tho that with him were ; 
For diede Of deth they Entred there. 

Thanne the kyng Al Eedy was, 
and Ek his Meyne In that plas ; 
" Seweth me, he seyde, Echon ; 
for On Owre Enemyes wele^t we gon. 
And ^if that I Mete dewk Gaanor, 
Non Cristendom schal hym Saven thor 
^i 1 ne schal slen hym ^ere Anon." 

and so forth faste he gan to gon, 
And Entred Into the Cristene pres, 
& for non Man Nolde he not Ses. 
Fill grete strokes gan he ^eyen there, 
with Al his Myht and his powers ; 
So paste the kyng with his strenkthe 
Into the bataylle In brede & lengthe ; 
There As he Sawh thikkest pres, 
thedyr he wente with-Owten les ; 
And beheld to-fore hym there 
how Nasciens hym bar, and In what Manure, 
and sweche soconres As he there Made, 
wheie-Offen gret Mcrveille this kyng hade. 
So that Nasciens On bothe sides fawht he, 
that p* peple fledde that hym gonnen se ; 
for In what place that Nasciens gan gon 
Among tho paynemes Many On, 
that he Ne Bod thorwgh hem ful bolde, 
whethir the paynemis wolde Ofer Nolde ; 
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And swiche Stiokis ^af lie there, 

that they ne wisten whethir it were 

thorwh his Owne Myht And strenkthe, 

Owther be goddis grace In brede & lengthe ; 548 

For there ne was hawberk ne helm JS'on 

that his swerd thorwgh hot In to the bon. 

And swiche Merveilles there he wrowhte 

that Eche Man Merveilled In his thowhte ; 552 

So that no man In al that Eowte 

dorst hym Abyde, swich was here dowte. 

And whanne the kyng Al this be-held, 
that l^asciens So Ferde In that Feld, 556 

The king tbiniu he seide he was non Erthly Man, 

Nmc16iis miufc te 

a d«vu, he flghtt but As A devel So fawht he than ; 

■owell. , ^T . 1 Y^ ^ 

and Nasciens, that Every Kenge he sowhte 

In that bataille, and not Of hem Eowhte ; 560 

For he ne dredde for non Man, 

were he Neuere so hardy than. 

thus Evere fyhteng vp & down he Rod, 

So that No man there hym withstood ; 564 

At bit tbejp meet. And Atte lasto he Mette with the kyng : 

and whanne he knew hym be his Armeng, 

And ok what harmes that he bar, 

To him faste thanne Bod he thar. 568 

Nawsiens attacks Thus Noldo Sire Nasciens him refuse, 

the king, 

but faste towardis hym gan he to Muse, 
And vppon hym sette his hors bed, 
And towardis him pnkyde In that sted. 572 

thanne sone to hym Aproched he was. 
And lefte vpa his swerd In that plas 
For to ban smeten therwith the kyng ; 
For In Kasciens Nas non Abydyng. 576 

and whanne the kyng this beheld 
That he so fawht In the feld, 
and sawh his swerd Aboven his bed, 
who nam awaj, Anon he fledde In that sted 580 
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Al 60 faste As he Myhte Eyde, 

& Kasciens Aftir hym In that tyde ; 

So that his strok he ne Myhte restieynSi 

hat that his hors he smot so soie Certejrne 

that his Chyne he smot In sonder. 

the hors down fyl, it was non wondir, 

and the kyng was }ere sone Alyht^ 

& Sire Nasciens kythed On hym his Myht ; 

and yppon his helm he smot hym so 

that On bothe knes the kyng fyl tho ; * 

for non power he ne hadde to Eyse, 

So nygh6 was he to his Iwyse. 

and whan Nasciens beheld AI this Gas, 
that he there In Swowneng was, 
he took the kyng be the helm Anon 
Er he wolde Ony f erthere gon, 
and took it Of Anon Of his hed, 
So that Open he lay In that sted. 
and whanne he hym Sawgh In this Mancre, 
and hym to slen In his powere, 
^if he ne wolde Mercy Crye, 
hym wolde he slen ful sekerlye. 
" 3elde the, sire kyng, ful Certeynle, 
Other Ellis In feyth I schal the Sle 
be the helpe Of Goddis Myht, 
hut fon the jelde Anon Ryht." 
"Sle me thanne, quod this kyng. 
For I have levere with-Owten faillyng 
A paynem To dien In this place, 
thanne Cristene to be, and haue grace.*' 

Whanne Nasciens him herde thus tho seyn, 
Anon his swerd he took Certein, 
and smot Of there his hed, 
Even^ from the scholdies, In that sted. . -^ 
And his hors Anon Ajen he took 
Mawgre his Enemyes, As seith the book ; 
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[CH. ILIT. 
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snd goeeonAgiit- and thaiine began to fyhten ful sore, 
Mochel hardere than he dide to fore : 
thus that Bataille ne dide not blynne^ 
what of he7n wi'tA-Owten & what Of hem wt t^-Inne. 620 
So that with-Inne A whille there 
A thowsend Atte Erthe they were, 
what dede & wounded In that plas, 
As it theie happed be goddis Gras. 624 

3it Moche moie peple theie was 
Of hem with-Owten In that plas ; 
Many mo thanne Of hem witA-Inne, 
but ^it Of fyhteng wolden they not biynne. 628 

but al so Bone As the kyuges Meyne 
Aspiden that here lord ded was he, 
and that with-Owten Govemotir they were ; 
thanne sore Abasched weren they there, 632 

And aftir that Owr hadden they non Myht 
Forto defenden hem In that fyht ; 
but tomed the bak thanne Everychon, 
and towardis humbre they fledden Anon ; 636 

and Manye Of hem that fledden there, 
Ful wel Ihameysed tho they were, 
but they Of y Castel Of Galafort thanne 
Seweden Aftyr Every Manne, 640 

So that At the watens banke Anon 
they were Confownded Everychon. 
and ^erioie je Mown wel vndirstonde 
Of so Mdrveillous A bataille In non londe, 644 

but Only it were thorwh goddis Grace 
that hem ^erto graunted both Myht & space; 

Whanne here Enemyes so Ou^rcomen were, 
Anon here loggen brenden they there, 648 

And seiden pleynly Anon thenne, 
that here good wolden they brenne ; 
for Of here good wolden they non, 
but fere it brende Amonge* hem Echon. 6(^3 
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thus hadden the Criatene victorie 

Of the Sarazines f ul sekerlye, 

In the Erthe Of grete bietaygne, 

this I sey 30W In Certeyne. 656 

thanne seide these Cristene Everichon^ 
that ' be hem this bataille was Neuere don, 
but Onliche, they wisten, be goddis Myht 
that hem hadde sosteyned In here fyht.' 660 

thanue was this a gret Afenneng 
To here Creaunce with-Owten letteng ; 
Thanne knewen they wel ful verrayly 
That He Was Loid God Al Myhty ; 664 

so that to Grod weren they fal Meke, 
fill stedf ast Of f eith, and debon^re Eke ; 
For the grete victore he hadde hem sent, 
here thankyuge they 3oyen to god verament 668 

Now leveth the storye here Anon Eyht 
Of Alle these Meyne, I 30W plyht, 
And Tometh to Josephes now Ageyn, 
as I schal 30W declaren In Certeyn. 672 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

HOW JOSEPHES WAS IMPRISOND, AND HOW MOBDBEINS 
ABRITD IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

Josephes and his Oompany go to North Wales (p. 168), the 
king of which, Crwdelx, Bays they are thieves, and puts 
them in prison to stanre for forty days, and see whether 
their holy vessel will feed them (p. 169). Christ promises 
them help (p. 170) ; and also appears, fredi crucified, to Mor- 
dreins at Sarras, and orders him to avenge Him on Crwdebe 
(p. 171). By his provost's advioe, Mordreins summons 
Flegentine, and Label's daughter, and his own host, to Sarraa 
(p. 172) ; appoints Aganore regent of his kingdom, and 
his heir (p. 173), and sets out to the sea with 300 Barons 
and their retinue (p. 174). He sends hack for his White 
Shield [see vol. I. p. 109, 169, Jto.], and embarks (p. 174). 
A great tempest rises, so that they are afraid of perishing 
(p. 175). They pray to Ood ; and a voice tells them to 
cast the Enemy out of the ship (p. 176). Thereupon 
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Hordreins sprinkles Holy Water all about, and fhe devil, 
in the form of a damsel, flies out of a window, carrying 
with him a man whom he says is his (p. 176). Nothing 
hut stench is found in the chamber, though the Captain 
of Oastle Come is misst (p. 177). They wake a hermit 
who has slept through the turmoil, to explain the mean- 
ing of it all (p. 178). He says that this Captain of Gome 
desired the wife of Naaciens, and so the Devil in her like- 
ness came to him (p. 179), and his lust with her created 
the tempest; after which the Devil flew off with him 
(p. 180). This adventure makes the people in the ship 
bettor; and at last they all arrive in Great Britain, at 
Castle Caleph, next North Gales (p. 181). Two knights 
from Nasoiens soon meet them (p. 181) and tell them 
news of Nasoiens and Celidoyne (p. 182-3). MordreiuK 
has his tents made ready, and Nasciens and Celidoyne soon 
arrive, to Flegentyne^s great joy (p. 184). Celidoyne 
then tells them how he got to Britain,— over the sea, 
companionless, and fed by a bird once » day, till be 
came to Castle Galefort (p. 185), into which a good man 
took him (p. 186), and shewed him Duke Gaanort bereft of 
his mind by a devil, and about to drown his son in a well 
(p. 187). This son the good man rescued, and christend 
the child, leaving Celidoyne to teach the &ther (p. 187). 
Ckumor then assembld all the Saracen masters to dilute 
whether their law or the Christian were the better ; and 
at that discussion Nasciens found them (p. 188). Nasciens 
then tells Mordreins of his fight with the Giant (p. 189)^ 
but will not tell the other wonders he has seen (p. 190). 

whanne losephes Owt of Galafort was gon, 
and his Fadir with hym wente Anon, 
and An hundred and fifty of his Meyne 
wente forth with hym In Compene ; 4 

but forto kepen loseps wif, 
lefte Nasciens Meyne witA-owten stryf, 
and Celidoynes, and of his kyn Oj>er Also, 
loseps wyf tenden vnto. 8 

Thus losephes from galafort wente, 



and uke Uie holy and the holv disch with hym presente : 

dish with them "^ J f > 

to North wai«i. Thus wonte he On Every partye 
the peple to preche Seckerlye, 
Tyl to North wales pat he was gon, 
and his compenye Everychon : 
whiche same tyme kyng was there 
king Crwdelx, ful fel In Eche Mancre, 
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OS. XLV.] KINO GRWDELX 0RDEBS THBM INTO PRISON. 

and An yntrewe payuem Evere he was, 
For In his peraone was there non Gras. 

and wh&miQ that he herde telle 
that Into his lend weren Comen ful snelle 
Meyne that weren not Of his lay, 
but cristened they weren, they gonne hym say, 
and with him browhten An holy vessel, 
that ful of grace was Every del ; 
bat the kyng let this for leseng there, 
for he ne troweded In non Manere, 
bat Seide that ' thevis that they were, 
whiche Into his lond weren Eatre[d] in fere ; ' 
and comanded that Eiht Anon 
to-fom hym they scholdcn be browht Echon ; 
So that to Cowrt weren they browht AUe, 
To forn the kyag Into his halle. 

Whanne the kyng this Compenye fere say. 
To forn hym Comen In so powre Aray, 
barefoted, and In pore Clothenge, — 
and whanne hem he Sawh so Comenge, 
" This peple, he seide ful Schortly, 
N'lB non thing Forto tellen by," 
but there hem Comanded to presown, 
losephes and this Meyne Echon. 
" And fowrty Dayes there sc[h]olden they be 
wit^wten Mete, Oper drynk, ful Sekerle, 
and that No Man scholde ben so hardy 
In Al that tyme to Comen hem Ny ; 
For that I wolde gladliche knowe 
3if they myhten leven Ony throwe, 
and whethir here lord hem feden scholde, 
oyer the vessel that they so holy it holde ; 
For In that place scholen they Abyde 
Everych Owr In to that Tyde, 
And thanne y sothe schal I se, 
3if AUe here Seyenges trewe be ; 
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CHRIST COMFORTS JOSEPH IN PRISON. 



[CH. ZLT. 
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FoT, be the lord that I On beleve. 

In this wise I schal hem preve. 

For Other vyawnde geten they non, 

but they it gete owt Of the harde ston." 56 

Thus there Comaunded this fals paynem 
Only forto distroyen hem, 
And forto bryngen hem to paynem lay. 
And to forsaken Crestene, ^if ])at he may ; 60 

but for non thing they Kolden it do, 
For non thing he dyde hem to. 
And the Ferste Kyht Anon 

lesus to hem sone gan gon, 64 

and Comforted hem In Alle degre, 
'* and ^at dismayed Nothing ^e be *, 
For what thing that joure herte wile Crave, 
Axeth it Eedelich, and ^e scholen it have ; 68 

and, thowgh that je Abyden here, 
dismaye 30W not In non Manere, 
For with-Inne schort tyme I schal 30W sende 
8o<ioure that hym schal brynge to ende, 72 

and distroyen that fals hownd and Alle his 
J>at 30W In prisown putte wtt^-Owten Mys ; 
and alle that 30W Tomementis do, 
they scholen ben browht In sorwe & wo." 76 

In this Manere tolde hem the voys that Nyht, 
Wherthorwh they weren boJ>e loyful & lyht ; 
and In moro loye they weren Also 
For the tydynges they herden tho. 80 

That same JNTyht kyng Mordrayn 
In his bed At Sarras lay Ccrteyn, 
bothe his wyf and he In fere, 

And of Josephes and Nasciens spoken there, 84 

And In here hertes hadden gret Merveillynge 
that Of hem ne herden they non tydynge, 
Nethir Of Celidoyne ne his Compenye, 
where-Offen they Merveilleden trewelye. 88 
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For fill fayn wolde the kyng ban knowe 
how with hem It stood vppon A rowe, 

thus sone On slepe there f jl the kyng ; — 
him thowhte he sawh to forn him Comewg 
Oure lord fal Angwischous and AI to-Rent, 
And al newe wowndid to his Entent, 
And vppon the Crois Crwcyfyed Ageyn, 
bothe hondis & fet I-naylled In Certeyn. 
and whanne the kyng this gan beholde, 
he wepte and Syhede Many folde, 
" ha ! lord, ho this thyng hath fow I-do 1 " 
And he Answerid Anon Eyht tho, 
" kyng Crwdelx, Of North gales kyng, 
Me hath thus put to Crwcyfyeng ; 
forto hym it sufficeth no thing 
Of my ferste Crwcyfyeng ; 
hut newe he Crwcyfieth me Ageyn, 
As thou myht Sen with thin Eyen pleyn. 
Arys vp faste Anon now here, 
And loke thine ArMure Every where. 
And take thy wyf Onliche with the, 
and ]^asciens wif In thy Compene, 
. and the dowhter of kyng label, 
whiche Maiden thow knowest ful wel, 
and hyeth 30W faste to the see. 
And there I-scheped that ^e be ; 
For Into Crete breteygne thou schalt go, 
there to Avengen me vppon My fo, 
On kyng Crwdelx, that me tormentyth sore. 
Anon kyng Mordrayns Answerid thore, 
' that ryht gladliche he wolde it do 
to Avengen his lord vppon his fo.' 

On the Morwew, whanne he vp Eos, 
hastely to Chirche thanne he Gos, 
Ab a man bothe loyful & Gladde 
For feke Aviciown I-sein he hadde ; 
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MORDBEINS'S MEN MUBTEB AT 8AREAS. [CH. XLV. 



Hordralns tolls 
the vision to his 
provost, 



who advlsM him 
to get his men 
together, snd go 
to Wales. 



A\n men arm, 
lind meet him 
at Sams. 



Nasotena's wifb 
Flegentyne 



And Moidreina 
proposes to leave 



there herde he Matynes & Masse bothe ; 

thanne Calde he to hym the provost forsothe. 

And told hym his Avycio^vn 

Alto-gederis, bothe hoi & som. 128 

thanne whanne he hadde seid Everidel, 

Anon that provost Answerid ful wel, 

" Sire/' he seide, Make 3e non taryeng, 

but faste Somowneth ^our^ Ost to gadering, 132 

and that ^e hyen 30W In AUe wyse 

to Avengen Crist of his Mai Eyse, 

For it is the fairest demonstrau?ice 

that Evere 30W happed In Ony chaance." 136 

the kyng ful wel beloved )>® provost thenne, 
& Aftyr jS'asciens wif he sente be his Menne, 
& Aftyr the dowhter Of kyng label, 
which for a Maide he knew ful wel, 140 

and aftyr al his Meyne both fer & Ny 
That to hym AUe they Comen In hy, 
Eche Man Arayed In his beste wyse, 
wiih swich hameis As he cowde best devise ; 144 

and thus to hym they hyeden Anon 
his Comandement forto don, 
And to hym they comen In to Sarras, 
To that Cyte As his wille was ; 148 

Eche Man In his beste Aray, 
To-fom him they Mostred pare pat day. 

and whanne N'asciens wif pedii was gou, 
the kyng here took In Cownseyl Anon, 152 

And hire there tolde In Confesciown 
Al the hoi Mater Of his Aviciown, 
" Wherefore that I knowe ful wel 
that it is Goddis wyl Everydel 156 

that ^e with vs thedir scholen go, 
and kyng labelis dowhter wtt^ vs Also, 
and Also My wyf the qweene ; 
So pat Al my lond I shal leven bedene 160 
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To Aganore that ftil trewe knylit, 
It forto kepen with Al hia Myht 
And jif that Neucre we comen Ageyn, 
Nothir we ne Owre Eyres In Certeyn, 
thanne I wile that the lond his be. 
As next of my kyn fal sekerle. 
And jif we Retome hider Ageyn, 
Agen In pocesciown to ben ful pleyn, 
And as fre owre owne^ the sothe to say, 
lyk as it now is this same day." 

And Evene as the Kyng had I-seyd tho, 
his comandement he hyhte be do, 
And sente Anon Aftyr his peple there 
that behinde hym scholde leven In Ony Manere, 
' That they scholden Alle To Aganore 
Eul sewrte and feith to Maken thore, 
and hym to holden As for here lord' 
Thus made he hem Alle ensuren At on word, 
" and jif it happede In Ony degre 
That this Aganore dissesid be, 
Oper while Kiden for to Osteye, 
that je hym helpe be Ony weye, 
As 30 wolden don ^owre lige lord, 
And fat je ben Alle Of this Acord. 
Eortheremore, jif that I deye, 
oper Retomen neuere A^en Otterlye, 
thanne wyle I that 30 Crownen kyng 
Sire Aganore, Ouer Alle thing ; 
of my lond & my Contre 
I wile pat Aganore after me Kyng be ; 
for I knowe not In Al this lond. 
As far As I can vndirstond, 
Non man so worthy A Kyng to be 
As Aganore is In Al degre." 
thus Maden they Surawnce Everichon, 
as Manye as to-fore Mordreyn gonnen gon. 
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Vppon the Morwen Aftyr Sewenge, 
MordraiiMiMvw Eche Man to Sarras Cam to his Eynge: 
bwooa. And 80 thenB departyd they sone, 

& with hjm thre hundred barowns Everichone, 200 

with-Owten sqwyeris and o^er Meyne, 

And with-Owten footmen fol sekerle. 

whanne that Owt Of })• Cyte weren they gon 

king Mbrdreins and [his] feleschepe Echon, 204 

and whanne that A myle he was past. 

To Aganor he seide pere Anon in hast, 

" je behoven to tomen Ageyn, 
udMndi Aguor For I have foneten In Certeyn 208 

to Moh hU white ' '^ 



Princepaly my white Scheld, 
of wheche I hadde nede In p* feld 
whanne that I fawht with Tholome 
Kyng Of Egipcyans, ful Sekerle. 212 

Foi theke scheld In non Manere degre 
I ne schal not leven behynden Me, 
which iMwinte For Everyday that Scheld moste I so 



in 

orchrirtudof In Remembraunce Of my yictoiye, 216 

Tholome king of And of that hyo Crwcyfyed kyng 

Bg7pt(L100,lW). .x^.jf-p * „ 

that of myn Enemyes jaf me conqweryng,'* 

Anon A sqwyer tomede Ageyn 
For y kynges scheld In Certeyn 220 

that In his chombre }>• kyng forgat 
the sqwyer forth Rod Anon with that, 
And that scheld browhte to the kyng 
with Owten Ony long taiyeng. 224 

When the shidd So whanne the kyng the scheld here say, 

comet, thij " ^ ' *" 

•mhnrk, he Made bothe Mirthe, loye, and play, 

And Into the schipd he dide it do 

that hym Solve scholde In Go. 228 

Also his qweene and I^asciens wyf, 

and kyng labelis dowter, wit^-Owten stryf. 
and oie peopia thanno of the peple was f«re sore wepyng, 

lament Teiy 

Gret lementaciown, and Mochel Momeng. 232 
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whanne the kyng from his M^yne was gon, 
and Entied the See there anon, 
and the Seyl was vp I-drawe, 

where-Offen his Meyne weren ful fawe, 236 

and the Maister Maiynere 
Governauwce vppon hym took J>ere, 
Andputte Every Man to his degre, 
In what Servise that they scholde be ; 240 

So that with-Inne A ly tel space, 
As God of his myht wolde graunten hem grace, 
So fer they weren from the lond, . Tiiey soon g«t 

with-Inne A whille, as I vndirstond, 244 

That Non Lond Ne Cowden they Aspye, [i«af cs: 

I^ethyr Fer ne faste bye ; 
and whanne they weren A Middes the Se, 
The Tempest A-Ros ful spetowsle, 248 and a tonibie 

Btonn oomes on. 

So gret and therto so meryeillous, 

So dredf ul and Ek so boystons, 

that Alle they wenden persched han be, 

So boistows was the storm ful sekerle. 252 

The tempest was so fowl and strong 
to the kyng and his peple Among, 
that In sweche peiy 1 Alle they were, •© that th«y »» 

- .^7 topertoh. 

So that they wenden han persched there. 256 

they Wepten, and sorweden, and Maden gret Cry, Md pr«y for 

mercy and oonftM 

and besowhten god of his Mercy, Uuir sins. 

and seiden ** lord, and thi wille it be, 

let Ys not deyen here In this degre, 260 

but Respite vs, lord, for thy Mercy, 

that of Owre Misdedis Openly 

we Axen the Mown Forjevenesse 

Of oure Gyltes & oure wrechednesse ; 264 

And Sese this tempest And this Torment 

That we ben now Inne, lord, present, 

and that we Mowen forth Savely gon 

Thedyr Aa thou hast vs Ordeyned Echon*'' 268 
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In the Mene whille they Maden here pruyere 
To God and to his Modyr So dere. 
Th«yh«aravoioe thanne Apervd there A voys Anon, 

bidding them jt ./ ^ j 

"Turn out th« that they it herden J>ere Everichon, 272 

enemy from 

among you, " voide the Enemy from 30W In haste, 
Owt of jowre Schipe that he were paste, 

oryouihaUeU oJ)er Elles perschen scholcn 3e Alle, 

Swich a Gas is 30 w hefalle." 276 

Whanne the kyng this vols so herde, 
Anon As a Ferful Man he ferde, 
and knew wel that the Enemy herberwed was 
with-Innen his schipe, swich was his Gras ; 280 

but, for he Gowde not paroejrven ho it were, 

Mordreins Ano» holy Water thanne took he there, 

Rprinkles the ship 

wiUi holy water. And Abowtes the Schipe he it Gaste, 

Gver Al Abowtes in gret haste. 284 

And As he wente Abowtes Gastynge 

the holy water for here vortherynge, 

In a chambre he herdo faste hym by 

An hydows Noyse and A wondyrfid Gry, 288 

that wondirfully pero-OSen Abascht he was 

Of the noyse he herde In that plas. 
and the devu And thus sono they seyen there Anon 

cornea out of a 

chamber In the The Enemy Owt Of the Ghambre gon 292 

' In liknesse of a damysele 

that hadde Fetures Many & fele, 

and A lyreng man with hir^ sche bar, 

As hem thowhte that they Syen thare, 296 

And Seyde, hereng there hem Alle, 
carrying off a « this Is Myn be lot I-f alle, 

man whom ahe "* 

daimaaabOT And pertove I take hym forth with Me 

As Myn Owne servaunt ful sekerle." 300 

Thus sone weren they so fer I-past, 
that the Syhte of hem hadden they lost ; 
Of wheche thing they weren Abascht Everichon, 
that Of hem ne speken Gowde neuere On. 304 
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Thanne clepid the king A preest hastely. 
An Old Man that was hym faste By, 
And bad hym Entren the Chambre Anon, 
Of wheche the Enemy was owt Gon ; 
" For I wot wel that the Enemy it was 
That Isswed here owt of this plas." 

Thanne the Goode Man took hali water Anon, 



308 



Mordrrins Mndt 
a priett into tlM 
room whence the 
devil cun^ 



312 



316 



320 



and his stole, and gan forth to gon. 
And Entred In to the Chambre there. 
And the kyng him folwede ful Nere. 
thanne there so stenkenge A savour was 
that they ne Cowden Entren Into that plas 
bat 3if here hertes scholden ban to-broke, 
so Mochel stench In that Chambre was loke. 
thanne began this goodman there 
holy water to Casten Every where, 
but they ne fownden non Maner of thyng. 

thanne Axede Anon Mordrayns the kyng 
Of hem that Abowte hym were, 
*3if that Ony Man they lakkede fere, 
Owther knyht Owthe sqwyere, 
Owthe[r] Ony Of er persone In Ony Manere." 
thanne Abowtes hem loked they Anon, 
And y Capteyn Of kome fanne was Agon, 
thanne seide the kyng " ful Certeynle, 
It is Ryht now grete Merveil to Me 
but the Enemy hym haue forth bore 
that with-Innen vs was herberwed to fore." 

Whiles they weren Of spekyng Of this Matere, 
A lady to f • kyng Anon spak there : 
" Sire, fol gret Merveil Mow je have 
Of fat holy Ermyt, So god me Save, 336 

that je hider browhte wtt^ 30W, 
how that so sore he slepith now, 
that neuere ne waketh for non tempest 
Of Al this storm, Mest ne lest. 340 
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178 THE HERMIT IN THE SHIP WAEES WEEPING. [cH. XLT. 

And I wolde that to hym je go 

to weten how this tempest myhte be do ; 

For whanne this Enemy was Agon, 

In Al the See tempest was there non. 344 

thanne wente forth the kyng ful faste : 

This Goodman he fond thanne Atte laste 

Evere Slepenge In On degre, 
«ndiswe«piDgin and ful sore wepynge Euere lay he 348 

as they he hadde ben ful wakynge, 

So sore he wepte In his Slepynge. 

Whanne the kyng Sawh hym slepen so sore, 

he Made A signe that Abowtes hym wore, 352 

Mordreins wakes " Awaketh hym, he seide ful softely, 

and by hym Abydeth stedfastly." 

and thus he seide In his wakyng, 

" ha ! thow Enemy, thow fowle thyng, 356 

why hast thou here boren Away 

Owt Of Oure schip A maw this day 1 " 

thanne Made he moche More Momeng 
widhefUUwMpt. ]Mtnne Ony tyme to fore, and More wepyng; 360 

and Evere Abod the kyng still thero i 

to knowen Of this good Mannes Manere. i 

And so long }>• kyng Abod In that plas I 

that y goodman ful Awaked was, 364 i 

and Nevertheles not for than 

the water In his Eycn stille was than. 

" Ha ! sire ! " quod he to the kyng thanne. 

Why loketh On Me here so Many A Manne 1 " ^ 368 

**For sothe, sire," quod the kyng Ageyn, 
The king tells " We han aow beholden here In Certayn : 
tempest he has For JO han slept SO stedfastly. 

And we In torment, sorwe, and Cry : 372 

and jit woken je neuere for non thyng, 

for tempest, sorwe, ne Cryeng ; 

and In jowro slepyng so gonnen je speke 

J>at for sorwe we wenden Oure hertes to breke." 376 
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in hU sleep. 
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NaMdent'a wift 
Flegentyneb 



Thanne seide this Good Man to the kyng, Then the good 

** Gertes, Sire, theie-Offen is non MerveiUyng ; 
For In My sleping, as I lay stylle, 
I sawh a thing that Hked me Hie/' 380 

" What may that he," quod the kyng. 
" Sire, I schal 30W say with-Owten taiyeng. 

" Sire, In Myn Slepyng here I say 
On Of jowre knyhtes this Selve day, 384 

wheche I trowe it he Of Come joure Capteyn, 
that Is jowre Castel In Certeyn. 
and how there-Offen it is hetyd, 

^e scholen wel here;^, and je Ahyd. 388 

he lovede so sore the lady Nascien 
hot paramours, As I say 30W pleyn, 
and Neu^re his Wille Myhte he haue 
For non thing that he Cowde Crave ; 392 

and Evere Ahowtes here faste he lay, 
hut he ne myhte spreden^ he non way. 
and whanne the Enemy gan this Aspye, 
Towardis him faste Gan he to hye 396 

In liknesse Of that lady Gent 
wrheche Flegentyne hyhte verament, 
and seide * And thow wost hecomen My Man, 
thy wyl wold I fulfiUen than ; 400 

what that Evere that thow wilt do, 
jowre wille to haue whanne ^e liken so.' 

** thanne he hire Man hecam Anone, 
and £s saviour forsook thus sone ; 404 

and Sethen that tyme In-to this day 
hath he hen hire Man verray, 
Into this Owr Of Midday ful Eyht 
that I thus here Slepte In ^owre Syht. 408 

So that it hehappede now this Cas 
That this Captein In his Chomhre was : 
thanne Aperede there to hym Anone 
the Enemy In lyknesse Of hire thus sone, 412 



PPapeden] 



and Che deril took 
her shape, 



and made him 
swear aUegianos 
to her. 



and appeard to 
him in this 
chamber. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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whiche he wende hadde ben Nasciens wyf, 
whom that he lovede with Alle his lyf ; 
and as thing On Erthe he lovede so sore, 
'Neper Of Alle thyng he desired More 416 

thanne with hire to don Folye ; 
and thus sone he gan to here Aplye, 
and on aoooontof And to hire he Ean with A ful gret her, 
captain's sin the and his Caytyve lecherie f ulfilde ther, 420 

atonnaroaa. 

where-thorwh this gret tempest sekerlye, 
here-OfFen it Cam, As je sien with Eye. 
" Whanne this Caytyf thus hadde I-do, 
Then the fiend Into hire Owne forme thanwe tomed sche hire tho, 424 

took her own 

ahape, and seide that she wolde him wtt^ hire here 

Evene As hire Owne Man whiche was there, 
thanne so gret drede hadde this knyht, 
whanne he be-held that fowle wyht, 428 

That Nethir On God neper On holichirche 
he ne Cowde not thenken, ne now good wirche ; 
lo ! thus Sore disceyved he was, 
thorwh drede and sorwen In that plas. 432 

and carried off the Qq the Enemy hym there took vpc Anon 
In hys ITekke, and with him gan gon 
like As je hoth herde and Sye ; 

So In My slepe dede I witterlye, 436 

As it tho plesede the goode lord, 
he it me schewed he his Owne Acord. 

and therefore the « And whanne I sawh the Enemy the knyht so here, 

hermit wept and 

grievd thanne wepte I sore, As je syen here, 440 

And Into the tyme that I waked was 

I ne hadde neuere Eeste In this plas, 

Ne jit ne have for sorwe and drede 

whanne I say the Enemy the knyht so lede ; 444 

For In myn herte I sorwe ful sore 

That the Devel thorwh sweche deseyt thore, 
fortheioesofthe And thorwffh swich Misaventure, 

knight'abody ° ' 

andeooi. boj)* lost body & sowle, I the Enswre. 448 
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and this is the Cawse Certeynlye 

that I slept here so stedfastlye 

whiles that the tempest dured here, 

thus Slept I In this Manere ; 452 

and thus hath the Enemy deceyyed that knyht : 

\\Tierefore, gracious lord, of thy Myht, 

and it, Goode lord, thy mile it be. 

So On his Sowle thow have pyte." 456 

This Aventure Anon Abowten schewed was 

To Nasciens wif, & Of ere In that plas 

that thike tyme with-Inne y schipe were, 

the betters from Synne to kepen hem fere 460 

and bettere serven here Creatour, 

and hym better worschepen & honour, 
thus the schipe In the se gan to go 

On day & Oper, bothe two & Fro 464 

as the wynd it Gan to blowe, 

tyl at the laste with-Inne A throwe 

They Aryveden In gret breteyne 

At the Castel Of Caleph In Certeyne, 468 

whiche that Next to North gales was 

Of Al that Eem In that plas. 

whanne they weren Arevyn Echon, 

here Osteyowrs they maden forth gon, 472 

and Maden Redy here pavylowns, 

here hors, here Armures, here Akatowns ; 

& whiles thus besy they weren In Certayne, 

they lokeden A3ens A Mowntaygne, 476 

they syen where that Comen two knyhtes 

On horsbak I-armed Evene^ Owt Ryhtes, 

and hem fayllede non thing, I vndirstonde, 

Sawf that non Glayves hadden they On honde. 480 

and whanne they seyen the knyhtes Comen ^rikjn^ so 

A^ens hem they dresseden Anon thore, [sore, 

vppon here destreris f orto Ride, 

with tho knyhtes to Meten that tyde. 484 
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TWO OF NASOIENS'S KNIOHTS MEET MORDBEIKS. [CH. ZLV. 



Tbe knlghti mj 
they are 
Christteni, 



and whMi thij 
knoirwho 
X(wdreiiiais,th«]r 
weloome him. 



IbrtiMjluiT* 
long loaght him. 



Thejare 



knigbti. 



mdhatoldtham 
Kordrelns would 
oomattiatday. 



ThdrmmiMare 
cnamaaydm and 

[laaraS] 
Naroo. 



thanne Axeden they the knyhtes Anon 
* what they weren, & whedir they wolde gon.' 
"Sire," quod these knyhtes, " Cristened we be." 
*' Now, goode Sire, quod they, whennes be je ? " 
thanne Answerid kyng Mordrayn, 
" And we ben Cristened, Sire, In Certayn, 
And In baptesme Cleped I was 
kyng Mordrayn, kyng of Sarras." 

Thanne Anon Adown they Alyhte^ 
bothe the kyng and Eke the knyhte, 
and seiden, " Sire kyng, welcomen je be 
Ful sekerly Into this Contre ; 
For In Many A place we 30W han sowht 
jif we myhte happen to sen 30W owht." 
Anon the kyng seide to hem Ageyn, 
" Now, leve Sires, whens Comen je pleyn?" 
" Sire Nasciens knyhtes forsothe we be, 
that hider Comen to Meten with the." 
** Me forto Meten ? " quod the kyng thaune, 
" how was there war OflFen Ony Manne 1 " 
" Sikerly, sire kyng, quod the knyhtes tho, 
here-Offen wisten we longes A-go ; 
For it is past Sixe dayes In Certeyn 
Sethen my lord told vs ful pleyn, 
that this day, Ofer to Morwen with-Owten faille. 
Into this same port scholde ^e ful saylle/' 

. thanne spak the kyng with milde speche, 
" doth Of joure helmes, I jow beseche." 
And whanne that here vesages weren Overt, 
he knew hem Openly thanne Apert 
Thanne was the ton Clamacydes, — 
Of wheche this storye Afom doth Rehers, — 
and the tothir knyht hyhte sir Naron, 
whiche was bothe kyng and qwenes sone, 
and therto A worthy knyht. 
As Often hadde ben proved In fyht. 
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Thanne dide the kyng Of his helm Anon, 
And On fote with hem gan to gon, 
For the grete loye that there was 
Gowde non Man deyysen In non plas. 
And the kjng hem kyste ful Often sithe 
whethir they wolde ofer nolde, he was so blythe ; 
and as gret loje Of hem Made tiewely 
As he hadde hegeten them with his body. 

Whanne the knyhtes pat at p* see side were, 
behelden the loye that the kyng Made there 
to hem that he with Mette so, 
where-Offen Mochel they Merveillede tho, 
that the knyhtes wenten forth bedene 
to weten what this thing Scholde Mene. 
and whanne Ech Oper gan forto beholde, 
thanne was pere loye ful Manyfolde, 
Ful Mochel More thanne was be-fore. 

but whanne Flegentyne herde teUen thore 
that they weren hire lordis knyhtes, 
thanne to hem sche Ean Anon Eyhtes, 
and hem there kiste ful Often Sythe, 
So glad sche was, so loyful and blythe, 
that Neuere herte Of non womman 
Of so Mochel loye Gowde tcllen than, 
thanne Azede sche aftir Celidoyne hire sone, 
jif Owht they wiste where he was be-Come. 

" Certes, lady, they Seiden Ageyn, 
je scholen hem Sen ful sone Certeyn, 
both 30wre sone and Ek My lord, 
Al heyl and qwert. At On word ; 
For he him Ordeyneth with his Compenye 
hedirward as faste As he kan hye. 
For he knew wel In ful Certeyn, 
this day Oper to Morwen to Meten jow pleyn : 
and there-fore hens scholen 30 not Gon 
Til he jow here visite Everichon." 
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Of wheche tydinges the king was glad, 
And Anon his Ostoyours he bad 
' that his pavy loans Alle pyht they were 
In a faiie Medwe besides there, 5G0 

Evene faste be the see side, 
that sire Nasciens fere he myhte Abyde ; 
And Also that herberwed he myhte be, 
Sire Kasciens and al his Compenye, 564 

an4DakeGMiiort and with hvm Dewk Gaanor 

withtlMm. 

that wit^ him thedir Cam thor. 
And Anon diden the kynges Comandement 
Alle his Meyne With good Entent : 568 

For so ful of loye they werew sekerlye 
So that for loye hem thowhte they flye. 
And as they weren thus In werkyng, 
MordrainaMM They Syen where Nasciens was Comewg 572 

Naacisiis coming 

to him, Down of An hy Mowntaygne, 

down a moontatn. > i^ i 

and with him a gret Compenye In Certaygne. 

Whanne the kyng that gan Aspye, 
Anon he horsed hym ful sekerlye 576 

And hise knyhtes Everichon, 
& Faste Ajens this ^ascieras gonne they gon ; 
Al so faste As they myhten Bide, 
Eche Man his hors prekede At that Tyde. 580 

They meet eaeh thanne to-irederis Gonnen they Mete, 

other, *f f 

and ful Ofte7» they kisten ful swete, 
and r^oioe ^nd wepton for loye bothe harde & sore 

extremely; * •' 

Alle the Compenye that there wore. 584 

But of the teres and of the Wepyng 
that the dewchesse Made Ouer Alle thyng 
and Fiegentyne's whanne hire lord & hire Child sche say, 

Joy is ao great "^ ' 

that she fiOnta for loye sche swowned ten sithes that day ; 588 

so Everichon wenden J^at there was, 
for loye sche wolde han deid In that plas : 
ful gret loye was that Nyht 
that y kyng made of Nasciens, I plyht. 592 
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and whanne they hadden sowped Al In fere, 
as to sweche Lordis belonged there, 
thanne y kyng Axed Of Naaciens Certeyne 
how he fond his sone Celydoyngne. 596 

and he told hym Al In fere 
"how In the Castel Of Galafort he fond hym there 
dispwteng A3ens the Sarrasynes 
Maistres Of the lawe, tho wethirwynes ; 600 

but how that he thedir tho Cam, 
}it Enqwered he not Of now Man ; 
but with this dewk I hym fond, 
As I do ^ow to vndirstond." 604 

Thanne Axede the kyng Of Celidoyne Anon, 
how Into that Contre he gan gon. 
" I schal 30W tellen, quod Celidoyne than, 
how that I Cam to this good Man, 608 

and )e welen lestene and herkene to Me, 
and Ek Al 30ure hole Compeyne. 

" Certeyn, from 30W whanne I gan gon 
Into that vessel to-fom 30W Echon, 612 

he tolde me that the same Kyht 
Cristes peple Ouer the Se wente Ryht 
drye vppon here feet As On the grownde, 
As I telle jow this like Stownde, 616 

So paste I long thorwh the See, 
day and Other, with-Owten Compene 
Of Ony worldly Erthliche thyng 
eauf A brid that browhte me my lyveng : 020 

Eveiy day Ones with-Owten les 
that brid to Me so gan pres. 
thus wente I forth bothe day & Nyht^ 
tyl it liked Oure lord Of his grete Myht 624 

that at y laste I Cam to Galafort, 
and to that Castel I gan Resort ; 
but I hadde ferst longe ben In y se 
Aftir goddis wille, as it scholde be. 628 
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'' Whanne y schip^ was Comen to the lond, 
A man to me Anon there gan fond, 
Thareamuibtda « Qo thou Owt Of this Schipe here:' 

him iMTe the sr i 

•bip> but I hym not knew In non Manere, 632 

So that Owt Of y schip I wente Anon, 
his Comandeme^it Only for to don ; 
and me thowhte he was A good Man, 

and took him to For to-wardis the Castel wente he than. 636 

theOMtla, 

and whanne to the Entre that he gan go. 
Anon his fynger took he tho, 
And yppon the jate A Cros he Made, 
where-Offen gret Merveille thanne I hade ; 640 

and made a blood- for the Cros becam blod Eed 

nd croM on tho 

gate, ypon the ^ate In that sted. 

thanne seide this Man to Me trewlye, 

" wost pon what this doth signefye V 644 

" Nay, sire, forsothe, thanne qnod I, 

I knowe not J* Signefyaunce trewly." 

" thanne vndirstonde thou Ryht wel 

that I have thus Markyd this Castel 648 

in lign that the Aftir the Signe Of holychirche, 
ibooid be the For they with-Inne so scholen werche 

flnt oonrerted in _ . _ t -, • ^ 

thatoonntry, Ferst of Ony In this Contre 

holy chirche to worschopen In Eche degre. 652 

and the sign of And vndirstonde that this Cros here 

the croea ahould 

protect them. Ne schal not faille In non Manere, 
But hem Availlen It schal Algate 
that it beholden, bothe £rly and late, 656 

and therto ne scholen haven non sodeyn deth 
that it doth worschepen, and be the gate geth ; 
and to the lord Of the Castel 
he may ben Sure to faren ful wel. 660 

" Thus the goode Man tolde Me 
that Cros there Made ful Sekerle. 
thanne be the bond he took me Anon, 
and In At the ^ate he Made Me gon, 664 
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and browht Me Into tJxe Castel fer witA-Inne, Then the nun 

brought Oelidoyne 

and tyl Into A gardyne I Cam, he wolde not blynne, into the cmUo 

the wheche yndir the hyghe towr was ; ' 

and there A welle was In that plas^ 668 

whiche was fill delitable and fayr to se, 

and awete and delicious In Alle degie ; 

And there fownden the dewk Graanor, where he fbond 

the duke. 

In whom the Enemy hadde Entred thoi 672 who was gone 

mad> 

The same day In the Morwenynge, 

and browht hym in giet temptynge, 

and bereft hym Clene his Mynde, 

to Maken hym don thyng that was vnkynde ; 676 

For his Eldest Sone there took he Anon, ud waetiTing 

to drown hla son 

And In that welle wolde han drenched hym son. in a fbnntain. 

whanne the goode Man beheld Al this, 

That so fowle wolde han don Amys, 680 

he bereft the Child Owt Of his bond, The good man 

^ Bftvd the child, 

and blew In his Face, as I vndirstond. 

thanne thus sone he Cam to his wyt Ageyn, "** n^rd 

'' o *i 7 Oaanort's wite. 

As I 30W sey, Sires, now In Certeyn. 684 

" thanne this Goodman Riht Anon, 
Er he f erthere thens wolde he gon, 
he spreynte that welle Alia abowte, 
and the Child thera-Inne wesch wit/t-Owten dowte : 688 He chriitendthe 

child, 

and whanne he hadde thanne thus I-do, 

thanne y Child In Clothes he lappede tho, 

and seide to dewk Gaanor, " there, 

behold this Child that thow sixt here 692 

Is now browht Owt Of the develis servage 

whiles he is A Child of ^ong Age, 

For Cristendom he hath Eesceyved here ; 

therfore I Charge the In Alle Manere, 696 

that now firom this day forward, 

Of Celydoyne and hym thou take good Garde. end commended 

Oelldoyne to the 

and troste the wel Now In Certeyn duke, 

that I wolde not leven the, Celydoyn, 700 
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oelidotnb's account of his adventures. [ch. xlv. 

but for to bryngew the Only in Creawnce, 

And thy Creatowr to knowe wttA-Owten Variauwce " 

'' thus Cnstened the Child ]>* good Man there, 
And Me to Gaanor be-took Al in fere : 704 

thus dide this Goode Man, with-Owten dowte, 
that the Croys On the jate Mad with-Owte. 
and sethen that tyme ^it hiderto 
he^ ne wolde Neyther Gron to ne fro 708 

but 3if he hadde Me In Compenye, 
So mochel Evere Aftyr he gan In me Affye. 
Thanne Everyday I gan hym Schewe 
The poyntes Of beleve vppon A rewe, 712 

and ful knowlechinge and verite 
Of the Kyht beleve ful Sekerle, 
and Of Cristendom Everydel 
As I haue herd told be holy Gospel. 716 

'* Thanne seide dewk Gaanor Anon to Me, 
That In gret Ese scholde he Keuere be 
Tyl he knewe the sothe verray 

wMche were to holden the better lay, 720 

whethir the Cristene lawe, O^er Sarazine ; 
thus faste In his wittes he gan devyne. 
Thanne Made he there A gret Semble 
Of Alle the Maistres Of Sarrasene, 724 

what they Cowden seyn to Cristen lawe, 
Owther it depreven In Ony Sawe. 
And Thus Maden We Manye Asemble 
for that same Cause ful Sekerle j 728 

and tyl it happed vppon A day 
that theke dispetison je Comers & say. 

" Now haue I told yow Al my destene, 
In what Manere it hath happed with me 732 

Sethen the tyme I parted 30W fro. 
How that Into this castel I gan go. 
Now telleth me, And it 30W plese, 
Of joure Aventures & Of ^ourc Ese." 736 

' l. c. Qaanor. 
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Thanne began the kyng to preye 
To Sire Nasciens that he scholde seye 
what Aventures that hj'in come to, 
Sethen the tyme he wente hem fro. 740 

" Sire, be ^owre leve, quod Nasciens than;ze, 
I schal it Keuere tellen it to non Manne, 
but 3if it In Confesciown be ; 

sweche thinges ben Many ^er-OSen sekerle ; 744 

but Of A leawnt I schal 30W telle, 
swich A Gas with hym Me beFelle, 
Of wheche there ben In the Mowntayn 
Thre Grete towris I-mad Certayn : 748 

this, quod Nasciens, I kan wel telle, 
Alle the Gas how it be-Felle ; 
This is the sothe as I 30W say : 

" whanne from Belik I Rod the ferste day, 752 
and to the Mowntayn whanne I was gon, 
thanne with this leawnt I Mette Anon 
that lay there and Abod his pray, 
as it was his Gustom Every day, 756 

that from A port Gam Of the se, 
weyf areng mew to wayten sekerle ; 
and hem wolde he slen Anon, 

Owther to his presown with him scholden gon. 760 
and Anon As he me Sawh Gomen there, 
he me Gan to Assaillen In his Manere. 

Thus lasted longe that ilke Melle 
be-twene hym & Me full Sekerle, 764 

tyl that I was so forfowhte 
That non lengere stonden I Mowhte. 
Thanne Gam Nabor, that was my knyht, 
and fond me there So wery In fyht, 768 

that me Gam forto seken there, 
and Slowh the Ieaw[n]t In Esy Manere ; 
and aftyr wolde he me ban Slayn, 
For with him I wolde not tomen Agayn ; 772 
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but Owre lord it SuJBfren Nolde, 
that me there so slen he scholde ; 
bat thorwh that giete lordis Myht, 
but feu down he fyl ded at my feet Anon ryht" 776 

dCftd. 

NoMienardatM and After he tolde hym Everydel 

lord ofT^onbai, Of the deth Of the lord of Tarabel, 

how that with thondir I-slayn he was, 

and how that ded he lay In that plas. 780 

bat DOM Qfbii but of Alle his Othere aventure 

OtiMF ftdTMlfcuni* 

he nolde not tellen^ I jow Enswre, 

For non thing they Cowden do, 

tyl theie-Offen that he knew Mo. 784 



CHAPTER XLVI. 



HOW MORDBBINS DBLIVEBS JOSEPHES, 18 STRUCK BLIND, 
AND TURNS HERMIT ; AND HOW OELIDOTNE IS MARRIED. 

Hearing that JoBephes and his GompanionB are impriBond by 
King Crwdelx, Mordreins summons him to give them np 
(p. 191), and, on his refusal, harries his country (p. 192). 
Crwdelx collects a host of 5000 men at Legwetone (p. 192), 
marches against Mordreins, and the hattle begins (p. 198). 
The Pagans are getting the worst of it, when Crwdelx ordera 
his men to set on Mordreins (p. 194). They wound him 
and throw him to the ground (p. 194), but Gaanor un- 
horses Crwdelx (p. 194). Nasoiens charges them, and the 
North Wales men flee (p. 195). Mordreins orders a pur- 
suit into their city ; and by eve not one is left alive (p. 1 95). 
Mordreins attributes all his power to God, and delivers 
Josephes out of prison (p. 196). Thanksgivings are made 
before the Qraal (p. 197), and, as Mordreins presses near 
to see "that blessed Seint Graal" Q. 250). a Voice warns 
him to desist, and then a Hand takes away his sight (p. 
198). He confesses himself a fool, but prays that he may 
live till the coming of Nasciens's ninth descendant (p. 198). 
This is promist him, and that then he shall have his 
sight restord (p. 198-9). He says he shall go back to Gala- 
fort, and marry Celidoyne to King LabeVs daughter (p. 
200). As he cannot ride, he is carried in a litter (p. 200) : 
the marriage is solemnisd, and an heir, Nasoiens, en- 
genderd (p. 201). By Josephes's counsel (p. 202), Mor- 
dreins, after giving his wife and shield into Nasciens*s 
keeping (p. 203), retires to a hermitage to serve Qod (p. 
204). An Abbey of White Monks is founded there, and 
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many Barons come to see Mordrems, who lives 200 years 
and more, till Galahad oomes (p. 204-6), as affirm myn 
Sire Bohert of Borron — who translated this Stoiy of Sank 
Ryal out of Latin into French by Holy Church's com- 
mand (1. 496— 600),— and Holy Church (p. 
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Thns spoken they longe of this Matere, 
and Giet Comfort to hem it was there 
that hem god schewede so his Myht, 
that departed weren Many A Nyht^ 4 

And 80 sodeynly to-Gederis I-Comen Alle, 
Gret loye Amonge* hem was be-£alle. 

Thanne Axede the kyng After losephes Anon, 
Into what partyes that he was gon. 8 

thanne ansswerede Nasciens to hym fal sone, 
& seide, kyng Crwdelx hadde hem in pieson done, 
thanne answerid kyng Mordrayns Agayn, 
" that vppon him wolde he werreTj ful pleyn, 
And distroyen bothe Eente And lond, 
and Al that Evere he kepith In hond, 
but jif he deliuere Owt Of preson 
losephs and His Meyne Echon/' 
and to this they Cordeden Alle, 
what so Eyere there-Offen myhte befaUe. 

vppon the Morwen, whanne it was day, 
he Comanden his payylouns to ben taken Away, 
And Comanded his Ost Anon 
to Maken hem Redy Eveiichon ; 
and so Eyden they forth In Compenye 
Tyl to Northgales Comen they Sekerlye. 

thanne sente he to kyng Crwdelx In haste, 
* that the Crestene he deliuerede f aste, 
wheche he kepte In his preson 
with-Owten Skele Other Ony Eeson ; 
and, but my biddyng he do, Certeyne 
It schal hym Greven In Every veyne. 
Other I schal hym puttew In swich a place, 
thens OMTt to Comen schal he neuere han grace." 32 
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whldi h« rtfoBM 
to do, 
and tells 
Mordreint to go 
otttofhiftland. 



Infltead, 

MordrelM makes 
war npon him, 



and Cnrdelz gets 
his people 
together. 



at the City of 
Legwetoue, 
to the number of 
llTe thousand. 



and goes against 
the Christians. 



Heheanthe 
Christians are 
coming. 



whanne these Messengers forth weien gon, 
and to kyng Crwdelz Comen thus son, 
and tolden him Clene his Message, 
which took he In pryde and In Kage, 36 

* and Nolde ryht nowht don for his sonde, 
but Charged hym to gon Owt Of his londe.' 

whanne kyng Mordrayns here-Oflfen herde telle 
that kyng Crwdelx was so fekel and felle, 40 

Anon kyng Mordrayns gan to Owtraye, 
and Al the Centre gan for to Afraye, 
and brend bothe Castel and town, 
& there dide he mochel distrocciown. 44 

whanne kyng Crwdelx herde Of this, 
that kyng Mordrains dide so mochel Amys^ 
after Alle his peple thanne sente he fere 
Into Alle Centres bothe fer & Nere, 48 

that to hym they scholden Come faste 
to the Cyte Of legwetone In haste, 
and whanne thedir Assembled they were, 
be Acomptes .v. thousend w[e]re» there, 52 

what On horsbak and On foote, 
as here kyng dide hem boote. 
and On the Morwe atte Owr Of pryme 
he him buskede fortli. betyme 56 

vppon the Cristene forto Ryde, 
So he hym Ordeynede At that tyde. 

and whanne they weren Owt Of y Cite 
the Mowntawnce Of half here lome, 60 

thanne Cam A paynem to y kyng Anon, 
" Siker vs behoveth Everychon 
to vs forto taken Oure Armure, 
and fat Every man In him self be sure. 64 

Lo, behold the peple Of Cristiente, 
how faste On vs the gynwen comen fle, 
A thowsend On ward here Mown je se. 
Of Men wel harneyse[d] In Alle degre." 6S 
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■nd that thflr* art 
many of kb«m. 



Wbanne these tydyngea to kyng Crwdelz Gome, 
It was past piyme to-wardis the None ; 
and anon he axede A paynem fnl Certeinle 
what peple there was Of Cristiente. 72 

** je, sire, trewly, quod the Messenger, 
Of Cristene is Gret peple ther." 
anon the kyng to Aimure wente^ 

and Oideyned his batailles veramentey 76 i^s crwdeix 

and to Euerich Ordeyned A govemour, uttaUon*. 

whiche him thowhte nedfdl In that stonr. 
and In the Ordeyneng Of his bataille^ 
the Cristene Of A Mowntayn discended sanns faille, 80 Th« chrittiuis 

1 r>n T 1 11 1 conaa down from 

hameysed Clene In Alle degre : amoanudii, 

this behelden the Paynemis sekerle, 

and sire Kasdens here ledere was, m i^ KmoImmp 

A worthy knyht, and fdl of Gras. 84 

whanne bothe bataiUes Asembled were, 
Atte Erthe was f eld Many paynem there, 
And a gret Cry Anon there Was 

Of bothe Ostes In that plas. 88 ?r^« dirtingnidiN 

There A man Marveilles Of Armes Miht se. 
Of sire Nasciens In Many degre. 
And Also Of y dewk Gaanor; 

So Manie M^rveilles wrowhten they thor, 92 

that wondir it was forto se 
Of tho two worthi knyhtes sikerle. 

Thus tho two Batailles I-sembled were, 
as to-fom )e herden rehersen here : 
there slowen they paynemis Manion, 
that lyen there as dede As ston. » 
thanne Entrede In to bataille kyng Mordrayn, 
with Many A knyht and Many A swayn ; 
and so On bothe Sides f awht he sore, 
and tawht the Sarrajines Of Cristene lore, 
& swiche stowte strokes )af he Abowte, 
that Many paynem he Made to lowte. 104 
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thaime kyng Crwdelz beheld AI tliis, 
hym thouhte that plej wente Al Amys ; 
tothtaniuqruot thaxiTie kyng Crwdelx gan hym to discrye, 
who Mta hia mm And Comanded his Men Anon In hye. 108 

athlin. 

" werre je faete vppon thifi Man ; 

And that he nc akape jif ^e kan, 

but him 30 sle, & saveth hym Me 

that he not Askape In non degre.'* 112 

Whanne they hezden here lord sein so, 
A3enB kyng Mordrains Gonne they go, 
and what with sweides and with spere 
they hunten kyng Mordrayns ful sore there, 116 

Th«7 tttaok and and BO Manye wonndes On hym he bar, 

wound Mordraini* . * 

that Merveylle was they ne hadde slayn him thar ; 
H«d«fimdt him- and Evere he defended him As A man 

■elf wall 

' So Meryeillously, that it was wondir than 120 

that Evere Ony man Of his Age 
Scholde haven half so moche Corage ; 
but It newly jit Sekerly slayn scholde he han be 
whenoaanort l^e hadde dewk Gaanor ben Sekerle, 124 

comes to hie 

rescue, that thedir Cam be Aventure, 

, to Bescu goddis knyht, I the Ensure. 

And whanne that he say kyng Mordrayn 
On the Erthe liggen In Certeyn, 128 

and ynder-nethen here hors feet, 
Into that part he prekede Also skeet, 
and his swerd On lefte he lyf t ypa there, 
& Mette with kyng Crwdelx In Evel Manere ; 132 
and strikes down BO he smot hym On his helm An hy, 

Ung Crwdelx. 

and Bote hym wowndid & bitterly, 

that Owt Of his Sadel he f el ful son, 

and Bescu hadde non ofer for hem Echon ; 136 

but Atte Grownde As A ded Man lay, 

which was to hym A sory play. 

and whiles the dewk Gaanor fawht so, 
Sire Kasciens In to that part gan go ; 1 40 
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There As kyng Mordrajms was holden down, 

Amongea hem he prekede As A fers lyown, t/- 

and dispaipoilled that Meyne Anon. 

Into that pres he gan forth gon, 144 

and On bothe Sides leide On so faste, 

that Made the fir owt of here Eyen breste. 

and whanTze they of North gales gonne be-holde 
that here Lord At the Erthe lay Colde, 148 

and wownded Evene to the ded, 
and Myht not Remwen owt of fat sted, 
thanne dismayed weren they Everychon, 
and to here hors they fledden Anon, 152 

and homwardis gonnen to flen wel faste, 
whanne Owt Of fat Ost they myhten breste. 

And thus As je han herd now here, 
They of Northgales Scomfited were. 156 

thanne whanne kyng Mordrains sawh hem fle, 
Thanne Eiht Anon Gomanded he 
That Of hem scholde Asckape not On, 
but Into the Cyte After hem Gon, 160 

and that with-Inne with hem ^e be, 
what so befalle In Ony degre. 

they fulfilden the kynges Comandement, 
and aftir they preken verament, 164 

Tel they Gomen to that Gyte, 
and In with hem Entrede Gerteynle, 
So that there Amyddes the stretes, 
Of paynemis they Maden ful gret hepes, 168 

that non Man non grownd ne myhte Sen there, 
but Al keverid with blood Every where ; 
For there was so gret Mortalyte, 
and Of paynemis ded so gret plente, 172 

For so sore that day they f owhte, " 
that of miscreaunt ne paynem they ne Eowhte ; 
but long Er that it was Eve that day 
Neper paynem ne Miscreant \>ere lefte In fay, 176 



Nuclcnfl dashes 
in among tlMm 
like a Uoti, 



and tlie North 
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Tlie king (French, 
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19(( M0BDREIK8 FBEES JOSEPH FROM PBISOK. [oH. ZLTI. 

but dede they weren Eveiyclioii, 
tui sot on* That on ly ve ne lefte not On. 

At Even whanne Mordrayns Cam to his Ostel, 

his Meyne that he trosted ful wel 180 

iiordraiiu'siiMD Seiden, '' Of joore Age was neu^e Man non 

that swiche M^rveilles myhte werken As je han don." 

thanne seide to hem the kyng agayn, 
bat he nyi it wu « It vas neufire I, lordinges, In Certeyn ; 184 

not hf his own 

•tmigth. For he that alle strengthes ben herberwed Inne, 

Me hath deliudred from Paynemis Gynne ; 

and jif je supposen it In Me trewelye, 

Sekyr the thinken On me folye." 188 

thanne On-armed they hym Anon, 

And On hym fownden wowndes Manion, 

So that Abascht the weren ful sore ; 

So many woundes he hadde thore. 192 

Thanne gonnen they Axen Of his Chere, 

and how that he felte his herte there, 

he seide that harm felte he Kon 

Of As Many wouwdes As hym weren vppon. 196 

HeraiaMM Thanne took he losephs Owt of preson Anon, 

priioo, and with hym his feleschepe Everychon. 

whanne losephes was Comen to p^ paleys, 

Ajens hym the kyng Ran & wolde not ses, 200 

and for gret loye Often hym kyste, 

for wel he loved him, and that he wyste, 

thanne losephes Axede hym Anon 

what Made him Into tho partyes gon, 204 

and the kyng hym took On Syde 

Fer from his Meyne At that tyde, 
mod tells him of and tolde him Al his Aviciown 

bit ▼isioDln 

serrM. that be Nyht he hadde In Sarras town ; 208 

** tins, Of My Gawse was the comenge, 
I sey jow, losephes, with owten lesenge." 

Joeephe eaki « how is It thanne Of Grwdelx the kyng 

about Cnrdelz, '' ^ 

that V8 putte In to presowneng T* 212 
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" Sire," quod kyng Mordrayns to hym Agayn, 

'* This day In bataille was he slayn ; " »»* bean he la 

and told hym Of Al the victorye 

That God hadde sent hem sekerlye. 216 

thanne seide losephes to hym f ul sone, 

^' Jjo, Sire, how the goode lord kan done, 

how goodly, he schewet his poweie 

Amonge^ the Ciistene that so fewe were, 220 

Ajens J* kyng of Northgales to han victore, md mi people 

and he In bataylle to be slayn sekerlye." 

that Nyht In the Cite weren Esed Everichon, 
Alle the Gristene be On and be On ; 224 

And vppon the Morwen they Besen aUe, 
And on knes there gonne they f alle Th^ au go to 

give thanks beftne 

To-fore the table of Seynt Graal ; the Oraai TaUe. 

there Maden they here preyeris, bo]?' gret and smal, 228 

And thankede Owre lord god of his Seignourie 

Of that he hadde sent hem victorye, 

And of the Conqwest of Northgales kyng : 

thus to god maden they here thankyng. 232 

and losephes, that of the Gristene, Maister was, Joaepheagoesto 
him gan to Eeversen^ In that plas, aervioe befon it, 

and to-fore the holy vessel he wente £'!^JI|£«i ^' 

To sein his Masse there presente, 236 

As he was wont with devocyown 
with Manye an holy Orysown. 
thanne kyng Mordrayns, pat longe desired hadde he and MordreiDs 

proaeea too near to 

Apertly the Seint Gral forto se 240 lookattheoraai. 

jif it Ony wyse ben Myhte, 

the Nerre he dressed hym to haven A syhte, 

A'errere than he scholde han do, 

& Anon A vois Amongs hem cam tho 244 

That Openly seide to the kyng, 

'' Go thou non f erthere for non thyng ;*' a roioe teiia um 

but jit Cowde fere neu^-e tonge telle, 

Ne herte Ifethir thinken ne spelle, 248 
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198 MOBDBEINS IS STRUCK BLIND AND P0WBBLE88. [CH. XLTL 

but in hii desire the gladnosse and y desir Sekerle 

lie still proofoi 

nearer. that blessed Seint Graal for to so ; 

So that he drow hym Ner and Ner, 

whiche Sore him Aftyr for-thowhte ther ; 252 

and thus sone there discendid On 
till hie eight la that his syhte benam hym Anon, 
end all hie power, and Ek his power and his Myht Also, 

that myht hadde he neyther to stonden ne go, 25G 

K'e Onnethis Ony membre to Meve ; 

lo, what he dyde his God to greve. 

whanne he Sawh Oure lord Avenged so he 

On hym for his trespas there Openle, 2 GO 

For he hadde broken his Comandeme/tt 

A-fom AUe the peple ; he seide present, 

" A, lesu Crist, ful swete lord, 
Mordreini eon- thou hast me Schewed thorwh thy word 264 

feeeee hie foUy , . ^ , 

and ein, that A fool I am thorugh my trespas ! 

A, swete lord, I beseche the Of gras ! 
and, good lord, that thou hast me sent, 
It pleseth me fnl wel In mjn Entent. 26d 

Now, worthy lesus, lord of gret Renown, 
that je wolden graunten me for my Gerdown 
For my symple and powre Servyse, 

and praye to live that I ne deye not In non wyse 272 

till Nasoiene'e " *' 

ninth deeoendaot Tyl that J* goode knyht of y Nynthe degre 

oomeef 

Of Sire Kasciens that I Myht se, 
whiche y Merveilles of Seint Graal schal do, 
Uiathemay that I mowe sen hym to-foren me ffo, 276 

welcome him. " ° ' 

that I myhte hym bofe Clippe & kisse, 
And that were mochel of my worldly blisse." 
whanne the kyng hadde mad this preyere, 
Anon A vois he gan there here, 280 

A voice telle him And seide : " dismaye the not, sire kyni?, 

that hie prayer le ^ > J o> 

heard. For Crod hath herd thin Askyng, 

and thy wil f ulfild schal be 
Of >at thou desirest ful Sekerle. 284 
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For deyen sclialt J>ou nowher here 

Tyl that knyht to-fore» the Apere ; 

and what tyxne he Cometh to the, 

thy fiihte A3eii schal golden be 

that thou schalt se ful Openly 

Alle Maneie Of thing )>at is the by ; 

Ek thanne Of thy wouTules heled schalt f<m be, 



and hB ihaU live 
tUlthirt knight 



288 



292 



and not to foien, sire kyng, Sekerle." 

thus the Yois to hym seide there, 

and him thus be-hyte In this Manure, 

that theke knyht he scholde se 

whiche that so moche desiied he. 296 

and as Only the vols there Mente, 

It were f oure p^rsone yeramente, 

Of losephes and his fadir losep^e, 

Nasciens and Celidoyne An hepe. 300 

And whanne the servise Was Al I-do, 
the holy vessel they worschepeden Alle tho ; 
and whanne they hadden so I-don, 
To kyng Mordrayns they Comen Anon, 304 

and axeden how it stood with hym 
Of Alle hise wouridis so sore & Grym. 
thanne he Answerid hem Anon, 
*i Certes, he seide, my sihte is gon, 308 

and Al my power Is me bereved 
that Onnethe may I stereT^ membre ne heved, 
For p* grete Forfet that I haue do 
sethen to this place that I gan go, 312 

For that I desirede forto se 
thing that nowht belonged to me, 
therefore this yeniawnce here sekerly 
On me Oure lord hath taken Openly. 316 

And I to )ow here now make surawnce 
that there nas neuere thing so mochel to my plesaunce 
as that is now this sonde ful sikerle ; 
For now wel seker here may I be 320 



and thmi iM iliaU 
bo made wtaola. 
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JoMphea, 
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thli voice. 
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200 U0BDREIN8 IS CARRID TO GALAFOBT. [CH. TLVU 

that me Oare lord for his Child doth holde, 
that Of My sinnes me Chastiseth Manyfolde." 
Bat they lunent ThftTiTi ft Gonne thev wepen Alle In fere 

▼617 nrach. 

For the repentaunce the kyng hadde there ; 324 

thanne axeden they him what he wolde do. 
Mordreini he seide ^ that to Galaf ort thanne wolde he go, 

Gaiafort, For he woldo maken that Maryage 

Geu^Mto King Of Celidoyne and y Maiden Of high parage, 328 

Label sdftughtar. ^Yuch was the kynges dowhter label. 

An Onest Mayden* and I love hire wel ; 

for this is be Goddis Ordenance 

that it thus scholde be wttA-Owten yariauTice ;' 332 

and that liked hem Alle f ul wel to do ; 

Thanne forth to galaf ort gonne they go. 
UorMiursqQeeD Anon whanne that Sarracynte the qwene 

knew how it stod al be-dene, 336 

Gret Borwe & deol fere gan sche Make 

Anon Eyht for hyre lordis Sake, 

and so diden al the Baronage 

that Ou^ weren Comen at pat passfige ; 340 

For the kyng so hadde lost his syht, 

and therto Of Alle his Membres the Myht ; 
and hia nobiea 80 diden Nasciens & dewk Gaanore, 

For his deseise wepten they ftil sore. 344 

and In Middes Of Al here Momeng 

they browhten An hors to the kyng, 
»"*'"*•«»»<* And An horsbak Setten hym there : 

•It hie hone^ "^ ' 

tbej carry him In but power to sitton hadde he In no/i MancT. 348 

a Utter to ^ 

Gaiafort, and whanno the Barowns behelden this Syht, 

that On horsbak to Sitten hadde he non Miht, 
A lyter they maden there Anon 
that the kyng mihte forth Inne gon, 352 

and Evene thus In this Manere 
the kyng to Galaf ort ladden they there. 

where Cend4)7ne that Same day, Schortly to telle, 

!■ married to this *^ '^ 

Celidoine to this maide was wedded ful snelle 356 
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wMche was the dowhter Of kyng label, 

and ^oven hem p[o]ce8Giowiia Manye & fel, 

and seaid hem Into North gales lond, 

kyng of that £em As I vndirstond ; 360 

So that .yiij. dayes lasted this Manage 

Of tho two Children Of high parage, 

and ful gret loye there was to se ; 

but not so mochel as there scholde han be 364 

as jif the kyng hadde ben In hele ; 

Of lostes ne pleyes nowher ny so fele. 

and whanne this Maziage An Ended was, 
As there it happede thorwgh goddis gras^ 368 

whanne tyme Cam, As god it wolde, . 
an Eir they Engendreden bothe faire & bolde, 
which A myhty man was In tyme Comenge, 
and Of A foreyn lond he was Mad kynge, 372 

and Aftyr his Giaunt-fadyr to fore, 
l^asciens was he Clepyd thore^ 
lik As be the devyn Schewenge 
was browht to Nasciens In his slepynge, 
lyk As he sawh In that wryt there 
which was hym browht In pieve Manere. 

whanne this Maryage was Al I-do, 
thanne seide kyng Moxdrains to his barowns tho, 
that n'on lengere with hem wolde he dwella 
** what is thanne, Sire, to don, ^owre wille \ ** 
*^ that Schal I sein here riht Anon 
to 30W lordynges now Eyerychon ; 384 

and aftir losephes that ^e sende 
that me may Conseillen Into good Ende." 

thanne to losephes gonne they gon, 
& preiden hym to Come to y kyng Anon ; 388 

and he forth Cam with-Owten taryenge 
to weten the wyl Of Moacdrains the kynge. 
and whanne y kyng hym herde there, 
he him Azede In this Manere, SS2 
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202 MORDBBINS 18 TO LIVE WITH ▲ HERMIT. [CH. XLVl. 

" Sire, of Cownsail I wolde jow pray 
what is best to don In Ony way, - 
for I wolde that ^e wolden ConBeillen Me 
Where I myht ben In place preve, 396 

Awey from this peple here 
and fthe troabtai that scholen ben trowbled In dinars Manere, 

of hia kingdom. 

whiche that were gret Noysauwce to Me 
Amonges hem thanne forto be, 400 

for to me scholde it not elles do 
but Angwisch, peyne, & Mochel wo." 
josephea toll! him " Sire, quod losephes to hym Ageyn, 

of A liannit newly 

eiitabiished in the Of thifl Cownseil I wolo iovew JOW fayn : 404 

forest, with whom _--...,.„ , 

Mordreitt* might FoT bosides in thiB forest here 

An hermyt newliche is herberwed there, 

which is A Man bothe holy and Able, 

and wr't^ him to be, for jow it were Covenable." 408 

whanne the kyng this word herde, 

ful joyfully thanne he ferde, 

and to losephes seide thanne certeinle, 

" Sire, my pastour, I wot wel je be, 412 

that my sowle schal defende from my f on ; 

Uordreins desire* Kow, good Sire, lodo me thedir Anon 

tobeoonductedto ° ' 

him, where I may Enden my Servise 

to my lord god, that high lustice, 416 

that he may terre Ib As mochel as that I may 

God with hia « , , 

tongue, • wit my tonge him serven from day to day ; 

as hifl other For of Allo myn Othere myhtes and powere 

powers have been 

taken finom him. M clcno hath he me berefte here. 420 

lord, I-worschepid mot thou be 

Of Al that Evere thou hast sent Me ; 

and whanne thy wille is, mo to Eestoie 

to myn Syhte As I hadde to fore." 424 

He utcea leave of Thus ful longo spak kyng Mordrayn 

hia barona, and 

To Alle his barowns In Certein, 

and took leve of dewk and knyht ; 

for on the Morwen he wolde forth Eiht 428 
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and to hem he seide Everichon, 

" be me taketh Enaample Alle Anon, 

that je offenden not 3owie Creatot/r 

he daj, ne he nyht, nefer In non Owr ; 

and 3if ^e don As I jow say, 

than seker mown ^e hen Everyday, 

Into what partie where so je gon, 

36 scholen han victoiye of ^ouie fon. 

And 3if In ony peiyl that ^e he, 

he wele 30W delioere fol sekerle ; 

and as Of Sarracynte, my qweene & wyf, 

which that I holde a M good womman Of l3rf, 

I 30W alle preie fid hertyle 

that to hire good kep taken ye, 

and hire to don worschepe In Alle Manure 

As to 30wre worldly lady here ; 

For therto ben 30 bownden Echon 

be the legaunce 36 han me don. 

and 30, sire Nasciens, my brothir dere, 

that Of Alle othere to me most chore, 

I 30W herteliche now beseche 

for my wyf, with mylde speche, 

whiche that your Owne Soster Is, 

that be non wyse sche fare Amys ; 

and fat 30 loven hire wel & hertyly 

As A good wom?nan and a worthy ; 

and 3if Evere 30 lovede me, 

so loveth hire In Alle degre ; 

and that 3e welen kepen In worschepinge 

My scheld, y which I vriih me gan bringe ; 

wheche scheld, as 36 wel knowe, 

In bataille I bar ful Many A throwe, 

and specyaly that ilke day 

whanne Tholome we token In fay ; 

and loketh that this scheld 30 kepen as trewly 

as joure herte with-Inne 30ure body ; 



bids them be 
wamd by liU 
example not to 
offend their 
432 Creator. 



436 



Ho commends 
■ Sarracynte hie 
440 qneen to their 
oare. 



desiring them to 
honour her «• 
444 tiieirUdy. 



448 



ToNasdeDshe 
says, 

* I beseech yoa for 
my wife 



yoar sister, 
that you will Uke 
452 can of her, 

and loTS her 
heartily; 



456 



and my shield 
which I haye 
460 carried throufch 
so many fights. 



keep it as the 
heart in your 
464 body. 
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then •hall yoa 
always hare the 
Tlotoiy.' 



MordniBa goes to 
the Hennitage, 
and so after, 
forhiaaaka^ 



a ftiir abbey 
la founded thera^ 



for many lorda 
and barona 
Join the king. 

Mordrelna Uvee 
there aa long aa 
his blindneaa 
lasta, 

which ia till 
Oalahadc 
toseehim. 



aa is told in the 

atoryofSank 

Byal, 

andalaoby 

Mesaire Robert of 

Borron, who 

tranalated the 

atory out of Latin 

into French. 

(1. 497-^600 not Id 

tiMFrendh.) 



for ho 80 Evere In bataille it bere, 

lie schal have vittorie Every where; 

and for this cause, brothir sira iN'ascien, 

I 30W it betake A-fom AHe Oper men, 468 

For jit In tyme Comeng scholen 30 se, 

Many myracles perby wrowht scholen be." 

And In this Manere Mordrains the kyng, 
his wif and his scheld betook In keping 472 

To sire iN'asciens, his brothir dere, 
and remwed on p* Morwe, Alle In fere, 
To the Ermytage, to that good man 
of whiche that losephes to him spak than ; 476 

so that for love of kyng Mordrayn, 
wit^-Inne schort whille fere In Certayn, 
A fair Abbey I-mad there was, 

and a ful gret, In that plas ; 480 

so I-f owndid was it there 
vriih white Menkes in foira Manare ; 
For Often sethen Entrid was y kyng, 
thedir to him cam Many A lordyng, 484 

and manye of his barowns Also, 
yriih him to dwellen for Evere mo ; 
so that in theke Abbey dwellede stille y kyng 
Al so louge As he was blynd, 488 

Tyl that Galas to fom was bore, 
(Of wheche we spoken of here-to-fore, 
whiche scholde comen of Kasciens lygne, 
the Nynthe, as je herden Of told to fore tyme,) 492 
which that A worthy knyht scholde be, 
& to pat Abbey Mordrains scholde comen to se ; 
and ek to visiten, as it seith here, 
the story of Sank Eyal In this Manere ; 496 

and also as myn sire Eobert of Borron, 
Whiche that this storie Al & som 
Owt Of the latyn In to the firensch tomed he, 
be holy chirches Comandement sekerle ; 500 
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and as holy chirche Afermeth Also, 
how longe king Mordiains Ijrede fere tho, 
Two hondred jer & More Af tir sire Nascien, 
Ab this holj stoiye Reporteth then, 
Tyl that Cam the Njnthe persone yn londe 
Of Nasciens kynde, now je vndiistonde, 
of wheche that Galaaz was his Name, 
a fill worthy knyht, And of gret fame. 
Thus lef te the king In that Ahhey, 
And Nasciens In Galafort Sekerly 
dweUyng with dewk Gaanor, 
and mochel Cristene peple yrith hem thor, 
bothen of dewkes and of Chevalrye, 
and of worthy men a gret Compenye, 
that weren ful Eedy for to fyhten 
For the loye of Crist god Almyhten, 
A3ens the Miscreantz hataille to hede 
where so they weren In Ony stede. 



Mordreias lives 
BOO yean md 
moretUlf 



512 



504 



the ninth of 



508 



Naodene liree 
with doke 
Oaanortat 
GaUfort, 



with many good 
men, 

nady to fight 
fortheloTeof 
516 Christ against 
the Infidels. 



CHAPTER XLVIL 

OF J0SSPHB8 IN OAMELOT, AND OF KINO AOBESTES^S 
TREAOHERT AND DEATH. 

Joeephes and his Company leave Galafort, and arrive at the 
great City Eamaalot, where all the paynim kings are 
crownd (p. 206). He preaches the Name of God, and 
converts 1050 Saracens (p. 207), at which their king 
Agrestes ifi so grievd that he plots how to bring them 
bock to their old faith, and is baptized himself with false 
intent (p. 207-8), the Devil being closed up in his heart 
(p. 208). Josephes leaves twelve of his * Cosynes * in charge 
to teach the people of the City, and sets ont to Scotland 
with his father, &c. (p. 208-9). King Agrestes sends for 
his chief lords, who are all false Christians, and plots 
with a false knight Landoyne to set up a Cross in his 
room, and kill every one who will worship it, but let the 
deniers of it go free (p. 209-10). On pain of death they 
make many deny it, and kill those who won't (p« 210% 
Then Joseph's twelve relatives are stript, dragd through 
the streetSy and their brains batterd out on a Cross 
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JOSEPHES AND HIS HEN OOME TO OAMELOT. [OH. SLVII. 



Joaeplies and his 
company leave 
CRUafbit, 



and go Into the 
country to preach 
the Oospel, 
and teach 
the people 
Oiristianlty. 



They go into 
many etranga 
coantriee. 



and come to the 
city of Cameloti 

which id the 
' richest and most 
beatttiful oity of 
allBretagne, 

and all the pay- 
nim Icings were 
erowndtho^ 



(p. 211). A wooden Cross is also dragd throtigh tlie 
City (p. 211) ; and the King is satisfied, but irame<liately 
goes out of his wits, strangles his wife and child, kills his 
brother, rav^es about the street (p. 211-12), and then dies 
(p. 212). The people send for Josephes ; he comes nnii 
buries the Martyrs, whose Cross remains red till Anhur'6 
time (p. 212), and is called The Bed Crbu (1. 210, p. 212). 
Josephes orders all paynim temples and images to l>e de- 
stroyed (p. 213), has a Church built to St Stephen, brings 
the people back to Christianity, and tlien leaver them 
(p. 213). 

whanne losephes say \at Mordiaiufi y kyng 

was I-browht to his dwellyng, 

And Nasciens belefte with Gaanor 

that Of Galafort was dewk thor, i 

than losephes departed thenne In hye, 

and with him his Gompenye 

and Of his kynnes men Also, 

Abowtes In the Contre f orto go, 8 

the holy Ewangelye forto preche, 

and the peple, Of Christendom to teche. 

anon from Galafort gonne they go 

& at J^asciens and y qwene here leve token tho, 1 2 

and At Alle Othere knyhtes In fere. 

thanne forth here weye wente?i they there 
Into Manye A stronge Contre, 

to prechen the peple ful certeinle. 16 

thanne to a Cyte they comeji, God wot, 
which was tho Clepid kaAmalot ; 
and this the Richest Cite was 

Of Alle breteygne In Ony plas, 20 

and Ek it was of sweche bownte 
that AUe kinges werew crowned J?^e Sekerle, 
whiche that weren c5f paynem londe, 
In fat Cite As I vndirstonde, 24 

For it was more had In worschopinge. 
thanne ony o^er Cite with-owten lesynge. 

In wheche tyine whanne Cristcne thedir come, — 
losephes and his Gompenye Alle & some, — 28 
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CH. XLVII.] A0BB8TES, THE FALSE KINQ OF OAHELOT. 

there was A lord, And Ek was lie kyng, 

the moste fers Man In this world levjng, 

and his Riht Name was with-Owten les 

properly there was he Clepid Agrestes ; 

and whanne losephes was Entred there, 

& his Compenje with him Alle In fere, 

M faste gan he preche fol sekerlje 

the Name & y power of God Almyhtye. 

And thike tjme Abowtes kamaAlot pere Nero 

bnt Miscreawntes Every where, 

That, so as GoddLs wille it was, 

thike day Convertyd was In fat plas 

A thowsend & Fyfty Sarrazines 

that to fore tyme weren wethir-wynes, 

and Tomed to the Cristene lay, 

& forsoken Sarrazines for Evera & ay, 

and Al here false Miscreaunce 

that to fore they kepten vriih Mischan^ice. 

whanne that this kyng Agrestes 
beheld his peple with so gret pres, 
and that so Manye Convertyd were, 
where-Offen ful Sorweful was he there ; 
feriore so gret sorwe thanne took he, 
that to Mannes herte non grettere myhte be, 
For he was the fabest Creature 
That In this world lyvede, I the Ensnre. 
Thanne thus bethowhte hym this fals kyng 
of a fals tresown Anon be Coniectyng, 
and thus to him self he gan to say, 
"how may I best werken this ilke day 1 
For so mochel peple I-tomed there Is 
From my lawe now with-Owte» Mys, 
that I ne wot how to do, 
80 manye of hem ben now Ago ; 
For Of hem ben More than we, 
therfore Cristened now wil I be 64 
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Here lives a 
moet fierce king. 



32 whoee 
Agrestes. 



Joeephes begins 
to preeoh the 
36 NaineofGod* 



40 and oonyerts 
10606arra«insio 
one day. 



44 who Ibrsake their 
former fidae Taith. 



King Agrestes is 
extremely grievd 
48 to see so many 
of his people 
oonyerted. 



52 



Dein«r the fiilsest 
man in the world, 

D«af6»3 



5(5 



he determhies 
within himself 



60 
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208 AQRBSTBS'S FALSENESS IX BEING BAPTIZD. [CH. ZLYIL 

tobebftpiiztt. In semblaunce and In signiiicaciowii, 

with treacheroua , 

Intent, Cnstened to ben be fals Assiunylaciown.^ 

and whanne pat losephes thens was gon, 
thanne supposide he sone Ahou — 68 

thftt h« may b7 wbat be prevew and Manasynge — 

nuuisMinont uid 

ftar recover hie his peple A^en to bis laj to brynge, 

Sd futh when & what for drede Of detb and yeniaiuice 

m^aS^ ***"* to bringen hem to here ferste Creaunce. 72 

HeUhapUsd, And thuB On the Morwe I-crystened he was 

Of losephes In that Same plas, 

In distroction Of his Owne lif 

To Endles peyne with-Owtew stiyf. 76 

and the people thanne fill glad was the peple tho, 

For In goodnesse they wenden he hadde it do, 

and wenden he had ben tiewe Cristen Man ; 
botubeUftM' but Al for falsnesae was It than, 80 

treiohefTy 

and As A fals Crestene Aperid he there, 
The peple to discey ven Everywhere, 
for the derii ii i« For the devel was Closed In his herte 

hie heart, 

that from hym nolde neuere asterte, 84 

and keepe him and lette hym from Alle dedis goode, 

fironi all good. 

& tomed hym from God pat deyde On Roode ; 

So that the peple Cowde not Aspye 

his Falsnesse nethir his trechorrye ; 88 

that jit so b'encheson Of the kyng Anon 

thorwgh y lond weren Cristened Everychon. 
thus losephes .viij. dayes Abod there 

Til Al that Cite I-Cristened they were, 92 

letfee IS of hie and Of hiB Cosyncs he lefte there twelve : 

So that thens he wente hym selve, 

and Charged theke .xij. Alle In fere 
to teach the the peple Of Cite to Enforme^i there, 96 

l^inlepthMii and to techen hem In Swich degre 
J2^*"^ that In hem the devel non more Entren scholde he, 

hem forto torne to here Olde lay : 

thus bad he hem prechen Every day. 100 
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T/ie Publications for 1864 (2U.) are :— 

1 . Early Enfliah Alliterative Poems, ah. ISGO A.D., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. IGf. 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Funiivall, M.A. 4«. 

3. Lauder on the Dewtie of Kyneie, ko., 1550. cd. F. Hall, LL.D. As. 

4. Sir Oawayne and the Green Knight, ab. 13G0, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. 

77ie Publications for 1865 (21«.) are .•— 
5 Hume's Orthographie and Gongruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed. U. B. Wheatley. is. 1 \/i 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500. ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Ss. \ [ 

7. Genesis & Exodus, ab. 1250, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. S«. I J 

8. Morte Arthure, ab. 14*0, ed. E. Brot^k. 7a. 

S). Thynne on Speght's ed. of Chaucer, a.d. 1.599, ed. Dr. Kiii^^lcy and F. J. Funiivall. ins. \ j 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2«. 6d. \ 

11. Lyndesay's Uonarohe, &o., 1552. Part I.. e<l. V. Hall, LL.D. • 

12. Wright's Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Funiivall. M. A. 1#. 

Tlie Publications for 1866 (two guineas) are; — 

13. Beinte Uarherete, 1200-1330, ed. Uev. O. Cockayne. 

14. Eyng Horn, Floris and Blancheflour, fto., ed. Rov. J. R. Lumby, B.D. 
l.'j. Political, Beligious, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Funiivall. 

IG. The Book of duinte Essence, ab. 1460-70. ed. F. J. Funiivall. 

17. Parallel Extracts from 29 MBS. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

18. Hall ICeidenhad, ab. 12(M), ed. Rev. O. Cocka>nie. 

19. L^desay's Monarche, ftc. Part IL, ed. F. Hall, LL.D. 
-20. Hampole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 

21. Merlm, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. As. 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

23. Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Iiwyt, 1340, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. lOi. Gi. 

27ie Publications for 1867 {one guinea, less No. 24, 26, out of print) are: — 

2 K Hynms to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, fto., ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Funiivall. 3^. 
27). The Staoions of Rome, the Pilgrims' Bea-voyage, with Olene Maydenhod. ed. F. J. Furnivall. 1«. 
2rt. Religious Pieces in Prose and verse, from R, Thonitou'si MS. fab. 1440). ed. Rev. G. G. Perry, is. 
27. Levins's Uanipulus Vocabulorum, a ryming Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. lis. 
2S. WUliam's Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 A.D ; Text .\. ed. Rov. W. W. Skeat. 6s. 
2ii. Early English Homilies I'ab. 1220-30 a.d.). Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7s. 

30. Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. is, 

J7ie Publications for 1868 (one guinea) are : — 

31. Myro's Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verso, ab. 1420 A.D., ed. E. Peacock. 4.v. 

32. Early English Meals and Manners : the Boke of Norture of John Russell, the Bokes of Kemynge, Curtasye. 
andI)emeanor, the Babees Book, TJrbanitatis, Ac. ed. F. J. Funiivall. 12«. 

33. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Dauffhters. ed. T. Wright, M.A. S«. 
3*. Early English Homilies (before 1300 a.d.). Part II., ed. R. Morris, LL.D. 8«. 
35. Lyndesay^s Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed. F. Hall. Is. 

The Publications for 1869 (one guinea) are: — 

.3r.. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S. Stuart Glennie. Vis. 
37. Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part IV., Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. F. Hall. LL.D. ♦«. 
3S. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman. Part II. Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10*. 6d. 
39. Alliterative Romance of the Destruction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson and ®>jQlUI?^iliit5«?^IVrf^ lOs. (Wi. 
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And iTrhanno thens whanne he was gon, 
Xosephes & his fadyr & his Meyne Echon 
Into the partje of Scotland Sekerlye ; 
thanne this Agiestes, fol of Envye, 104 

vppon a fryday fnl Sekerle 
Sente Abowtes Al his Contie 
For Alls the grettest of his lond, 
that faste to hym scholden they fond. 108 

For 80 mochel he knew Of hem Anon^ 
that fals Cristene weren they Everychon. 

ihanne whanne they weren Comen wi t/i-Owien faUlc, 
to hem he discniede his Cownsaille. 112 

thanne was ]»ere On that Landoyne hyhte, 
A fill fals man, & Of gret Myhte, 
And to hym thns seide this Agrestes 
" ^e mosten me helpen In My deses." .116 

'^ Sire,, quod this Landoyne thanne, 
]ie knowen I am joure Owne Manne, 
perfore to me seith what Evere )ow liste, 
For Onlych to me Mown ^e Triste ; 120 

and, be It wisdom. Other be it folye, 
I Schal It don, Sire, sekirlye." 

Thanne seyde the kyng to hym Ageyn, 
•* My pnrpos schal I tellen jow pleyn, 124 

and what I thenke forto don 
Of myne liges now Everichon, 
Only to Maken hem tomen Ageyn 
to Owre ferst lawe, Sire, In Certeyn. 128 

for the lawe ^at I have Eesceyred nowe, 
In manye partyes it doth me Bewe, 
bat I hate it More now Certeinly 
thaxme Ony Worldly thing trewely ; 132 

and for I se wel that it stont so 
that my peple I may not Ou^rgo 
wetA-Owten strenkthe Of myn baronye, 
])eifore Aftir 50W sente I In hye. 136 

QBAAL. — ^VOL. II. \4^ 



nod then goM to 
SooOanO. 



Agrreste* wndt for 
his noblM, 



who are all 
fiUw Christiana 
like hlnualC 



He bids one maiit 
Landoyne, 



help hlin iu his 

which Landoyne 
promisee, 

wliataver It la. 



Airreiit«H winhes to 
make liis people 
desert 
Christianity, 



for ho haten it 
more than any 
earthly thing, 



therefore he has 
sent to oonsnlfe 
hisiwrona. 
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thus werken wfle I f ul previle, 
And senden Aftir this Meyne 
Into My Chambie be On And On, 



R«pn>|MMMtO 

bring Ch« people 
in, ooa by oim, 

wh«re is erMtod a thns pievyly Alle scholen they gon ; 



and whoever 

wonhipe It 

•hall be kUld, 

while thoee that 

denyU 

•haUl lave their 

Uvee. 

Landoyne 
ifcrees to thie, 
and thinks it will 
dow 



Throaghthle 
trenchery manf 
men and women 



And there A Cros scholen we Make 

Onlyche for the Cristene sake ; 

and wheche Of hem hit worschepe do, 

be-twixen ys we scholen hem slo ; 

and tho that welen forsaken hyt^ 

Of here dethes scholen they gon qwyt.** 

herto Acordede landoyne Anon, 
** Sire, ;oure wille schal be don, 
For I Acorde to ^owre Cownsaille ; 
and, sire, I trowe it schal Availle." 
Anon they senten ful Certeinle 
Aftyr the grete Men Of that Centre, 
and thus, be here fals purposing, 
tho that to hem not wolden ben A^sentyng, 
beheveded On Aftyr Anothir, 
As wel the soster as the brother, 
thus tyl Manye they hadde7» Ouergon 
Of goddis peple ful gret won ; 
and mnny otheiw & Manyc 0^6re that weren but of tendie Age 
bwdc to their Tooken Ajen to here f erste homage, 

for drede of deth, to here f erste miscreAunce ; 
this was to hem A fowl Meschaunce. 

and whanne the kyng thus hadde Ido, 
the xij goodemen thanne took he tho 
which weren Of losephes kynrede, 
and towardis y deth he dyde hem lede, 
and seide to hem pleynly Anon, 
' that ded scholden they ben Eyerychon ; 
but jif here Goddis worschepen they wolde, 
distroyen he wolde hem bothe jonge and Olde.' 

thanne they Answerid him Ageyn, 
* that wolden they neuere don In Certeyn ; 



Affraetee 
throatene to 
destroy the IS 
men of Joseph's 
kindled, 
unless they glfa 
np their fUth. 
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for drede Of deth, Jieiper Of othii thing, 

Kea^re woldeft they forsaken hevene kyng.' 

and whanne the kyng herde here talkynge^ 

Anon with-Owten More taijonge 176 

he dispoilede hem Eyerichon, 

and hora Gomanded to bryngen Anon, 

and hem drowh thoroh that Cyte 

atte hoTS Ars fnl sekerle, 

To A Gros that Joeephes Ordeyned there 

At the Entre of the Gy te In his Manere ; had nani, 

and took On Of hem fere Byht Anon, 

& to that Gros bond him thus son, 184 

and with grete Malles Of Ime tho 

Mochel sorwe he dyde hym do ; 

and 80 there beten hym vppon y heved 

that On y Gros Al his Brayn beleved : 188 

And thus I-Maitered AUe zij they were 

At thyke selye Gros Eyene Eyht there. 

So that It happede, With Here blood 

and with here brayn that there stood, 192 

the Gros Eyerowned was Abowte, 

tiiat it to be-holden it was gret dowte ; 

J3o that the Gros be-Gam Al Bed 

Of y blood Qyat] was sched In that sted. 196 

thanne the kyng Agreed he was 
Of the yeniawnce In that pla& 
thanne to the Gyte he Entred Agayn, 
and Of tre he fond a Gros f ol pleyn ; 200 

thanne Gamanded (sic) he Eyht Anon 
that Gros Awey f orto be don, 
and ben drawen thorwgh fat Gyte 
bothe Openliche And Ek preye. 204 

and thus sone As this was don, 
Owt Of his wyt he wente Anon, 
And On his hondis he gan to frete, 
and fere A jong Ghild gan he meete, 208 



and m:iriyra thetn 
all upon i^ 



ao tliat (h« croaa 
IsalUtHlml with 
tli^ir I 



Agraalea order 
Acraas toba 
pnlld down and 
drawn ihroagh 
thadty. 



Thenh«goaa 

mad, 

gnawa hia own 
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■trniigle* his 
child aiid his wlft^ 
and IdlU hto 
brother. Then 

hegoestOTMmlng 
through the oitjr* 



and dies mlienibly 
in the midst of it. 



Then the people 
aeod to Josephesp 



for they sorely 

Beedgtx)d 

eounaeLi 



He romes to then 
in f^reat dlstreae 
for the IS 
martyrs, 
whom he baiiee 
before the same 
cross. 



which ever 
remains rod in 
remembrance of 
themartyn^ 



and is ealld the 
•* Red Cross" till 
the time of King 
Arthor. 



wheche same Child he strangelede Anon, 

and Ek his Owns wyf there- Aftyr son ; 

Ek his Owne biothir he slowh Also. 

tham<e forth In the Cjte gan he to go 212 

Cryeng and belwenge As A fend, 

For that the Cristene he dide thus schend, 

and Evene In Middes Of that Cyte, 

In ful gret myschef fere deide he. 216 

Of this Manere Of deyenge 
hadde y peple gret Merveillynge, 
and senten after losephes In gret haste, 
' that to hem he scholde hyen hym faste, 220 

For I^ede they hadden Of Cownsaille, 
what thing fat myhte hem best Availle.' 

whanne Josephes here-Offen herde telle^ 
Paste ])edirward hyede he hym snelle 224 

with wepyng Of teres, And sorwe of herte, 
with strong Angwisch, and sorwes smerte, 
Alle xy Martires be berrede there 
wit^ hevy herte and hevy Chere, 228 

To-fom the same Cros Al in fere 
there As his Cosines I-Martired were, 
and that same Cros Abod stille Eed 
Many wyntres Aftyr In that sted ; 232 

for there Crist so gret Miracles wrowhte 
for theke Martires pat hevene so bowhte, 
Ihike Cros chonged nevere the Colowr, 
but Algates Red In Everich Owr, 236 

In remembraunce Of the martires twelve 
that sufPrede deth for god hym selve ; 
and that was the Cause, I sey 30W pleyn, 
that y Rede Cros was it Called In Certeyn ; 240 

and thus it dured Evere Mo 
Tyl kyng Arthowr gan forth to go, 
and that the Ende Of Sank Ryal 
fulliche be Ended vriih gret and smaL 244 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Wbanne losepbes liad thus Ldo, 
and I-beiyed the MartTies tho. 
Anon he Oideynede In Alle haste, 
and ComauTuled the Cristen Al so faste, 248 Joaephas 

commands ttw 

Alle the temples to breken Adown chriiuans 

., .Tti/^-L T« **> hrwk down the 

that In }ai Cyte weren In-virown, tempiw and 

and the ymages to breken Everichon naagno e tyj 

that pere weien Mad Of tie other ston ; 252 

and al that Evere belonged to paynem lawe, 

Anon nht he dide hem down drawe ; 

And In Middis Of that Cyte there h«baiidiachuwh 

'' to St Stephen, 

A chirche Of seint stevene he dide Arere. 256 

and whanne the Chirche I-Eerid was, 
and the peple I-etablisched In that plas, Badhayingaettka 

and to Cristene lawe I-browht Agayn, goes away, 

thanne wente he thens In Certayn. 260 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 

OF KOTB'B PRBSUMFTION and its PXTNISHMBNT ; AND OF 
BEONB AND HIS SONS, AND ALBTN THE OROS. 

Jbsepbes leaves Gkilafort, and one of his company, Brons, goes 
next him (p. 214). They sit at the Graal-table, with a seat 
for one between them, and Peers asks that some one may 
fill it (p. 214). Josephes says that it*s left void to typify 
Christ's seat at the Last Supper, and can only be filld by 
a holier man than any one there. This, Moys, Symon, and 
others take as presumption (p. 215), consider as fable 
(p. 215) ; and Moys says he is willing to sit in it if his 
fellows will ask Josephes's leave (p. 216). So they go and 
ask Josephes (p. 216), who warns them that Moys is a 
sinner, and not fit for it (p. 217) ; but still he gives leave 
(p. 217). Moys next day sits in the seat (p. 218), and at 
once Seven Flaming Hands from Heaven cast fire on him, 
and carry him off to a far place, burning like a dry bush 
(p. 219). The people repent, and Josephes tells them 
they shall see where Moys is, some day (p. 219). At Brons's 
request, Josephes has Brons's twelve sons up before him 
to ask whether they will be wedded or not (p. 220). 
Eleven choose wedding, but the twelfth chooses virginity 
and the keeping of the Holy Graal (p. 220), which 
Josephes promises him, and then marries the eleven 
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brothers (p. 221-2). Joaepfaes then lete out through the 
oountry, oonyeiting PaynimB (p. 222). The nnners of his 
oompany In a ** wastable " place want food, and find • 
fish-pond (p. 228) ; but the good liTers go to senrloe, and 
are fed by the Holy Grud (p. 224). The Bumers, not 
being led, beg Josephes to pray for-them (p. 224) ; and he 
orders Brons's twelfth son, Al^n the Qros (p. 225), to 
take the net from the Giaal-table^ and fish with it in the 
pond (p. 225). Aleyn does so, bat catchee only one fish, 
which the sinners say will not feed a tenth of them (p. 
225-6) ; howerer, Aleyn, having prayd to God, feeds the 
whole of the men with the fish (p. 226-7), and is diristend 
by them "Aleyn the Bich Fisher" (p. 227, h 472), the 
pond being nam'd **Aleyne8 Stagne" (p. 227). 

ioKtimnAdi wbanne Owt Of pent Centre he was goiv 

oontt^^foL and his Compenye with him Echon, 

joonwy. In to A placo he Cam pleynlj, 

tnd • gdod BMa And On hyhte Bion wente hym hj, 4 

ftiwayt j^htt'i a good Man, & An holy lyreiey 

««»p«»ton- algates with losephes wente Jare. 

So happede it ypon a Fryday 

as to-gedeiis they wente be y way, 8 

They di tng^om and happedo that theke day bothe In fere 

at the table of seint Graal seten there, 
but a wide spMQ but botwono hem two sekerly 

Is left beiwMa . t t^ j-% * - ^ 

tbem. was a gret spas left Openly, 12 

the spas Of A Mannes sytteng 

betwene hem with-Owten fayUyng; 

and Amyddis the table was this spas, 

where-Offen they mgryeilleden In pai plas. 16 

Pern (cand Bron thanno was ])ere On pai highte Peers, 
veraion) asks why Cosyn to losephes, thus gan Behers, 
«p to take the *' Sire, why ne Clepen je som Man here 

•mpty place. ^^ j^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ g^ 

For so streite here, sire, we Sitte, 

and Other goode men At Owre Mete, 

In distresse And In Mai Ese, 

and pat Toide place myhte ts plese." 34 

''Peers, quod losephes thanne Agayn, 
This plaee, I sohal telle the In Certayn, 
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Xb Oideyned heie for non Man 

that here I knowe Ofer Aspie kan ; 28 

but it is don for signef jance. 

Peers, I the telle wttM)wteit YariAmtcei 

whanne that lesns his Sene^ Made 

Among his disciples to Maken hem glade, 32 

and In the Middes Sat he there, 

yat signefieth that this Is Yoide here ; 

and but y holyere man he be pat I konne Ti^it, 

Elles schal there non Man here syt." 36 

Tho that At thike table were, 
these wordis to presomcloun token there ; 
and tho that weren dwellyng In synne. 
After here Mete ne Cowden not blynne, 40 

but Aj talkeden Of this Mater, 
and seiden ' it was fable, In here Idxner, 
and that A lesyng losep^e^' had I-mad ;' 
thns wtt/i-Owten faille they seid : 44 

** for As Esely A man Myht sitten there 
as In Ony place with-Owten fere, 
Kethir non more peryl scholde he have 
thanne In Anoper place, bat sitten as save." 48 

To this word Asaentyd ful foure & twenty 
that of lersnalem weren Only, 
Of wheche, tweyne gret spekeris were, 
that Symon' and Moys weren Cleped J^ere, 52 

& seiden, '' lordynges, howe semeth 30W here 
Of Orae bischope that thus vs doth lere, 
that thike place yoide scholde be 
In signefiaonce Of An hy degre, 56 

And that folye it is to sitten there 
bnt 3if a passing holy man he were ; 
how thinkyth ^ow be this qwestiown ? 
Ys it Owther trowthe, Owther Ony Besownl 60 

For he seith it is folye gret, 
* MS* Ibsep', * So in HS^ but Spmev afterwards. 



UTt.lackaiiu} 

JoMphM nju tha 
empty place 
Ghriat'i 



aod only a holler 
man than any 
that he koowa of 
m^ ait io It. 
Some at the table 
take theae worda 
in praaamptioOg 

eqjedaUythe 
ainnen of the 
company. 



wlio aay it ia a 

IkUeofJoaepUaa'a 

indenting. 



and that any one 
might alt there aa 
aafelyaa 
elaewhere. 



Symon and M<7a 
aak them what 
they think of 
their biahop'a 
atoiy. 



Deaf 70] 
whetlier It ia tine 
or r^aaouable ? 
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21 () M0Y8 IS WILLING TO 8ITIN THE BSIPIT GRAAL-SEAT. FCH. XLVIIL 



Th« fliheri 
think JowphM** 



bat It would not 
be pradent to 
break hto order, 
ftud sit in the wet 
tlU they know 
more about It. 

Moye nnderUkee 
to lit in the seat 

if they will iret 
Joaephet's leare. 



Thqrtell 
Josephea that 
there ia a man 
amonir ttiem 
worthy to take 
tlie Graal-aeatk 



and ask ttiathe 
may be allowd 
to do it. 



Jrwephes asks 
who he is. 



and hears it Is 
Moys. 

Hf is mach 
asi(>nlsbt,as 
Moys had to be 



Onj man to sitten In that set** 

" Now, Certes, quod the tothir tho. 

It 18 fill lik for to ben so, 

Eathere a leseng than Owht Elles, 

thus YB thenketh, as he spellis. 

but Is it not for the beste 

that we ^it not broken losephes heste, 

Ne non Man forto Sitten there 

tyl we knowen. more Of his Maneie t " 

" In the Name Of god, quod Moys thanne, 
And je welen hym preye ^ot-for-thanne 
that to Morwe I myhte sitten there, 
I wele It don with Eyht good Chere." 
" Now, certein, quod these Othere tho, 
And we wisten ^e wolden don so, 
we wolden him preien with good wille, 
to weten what he wile sein vs tylle." 
80 to Iosep7i«*^ they Comen Anon, 
and preiden him faire Eyerichon, 
& seiden '' A man we han Amonges vs here 
that Is worthi to sytten there ; 
wherefore we preien 30W for Cherite, 
and for Al Our^ worschepe sekerle, 
that him ^e wolden let sitten there 
To Morwen, sire, At his dynere." 

thanne losephes Axede hem Anon 
" jif that Amonge* jow be swich On 
that desireth forto sytten there, 
and is not worthy In uon ManereV 
" jis, forsothe, they seiden Alle, 
swich grace Amonges vs is bef alle : 
Moys it is, sire, sekerly, 
30ure Owne Cosin and Oure, sothly." 
" A, quod losephes, how may this be t 
what tyme Nether his fadir ne he 
» MS. Io8ep\ 
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Oii^ the 86 myhte not tb sewe, 

but leffcen behinde Al the rewe 

AmoTig the tothere that hadden Misdo, 

that for siime with ys myht not go 1 100 

and now ;e sein that he is so good a man, 

and worthy is to sytten there than I 

I May it not leven In non degre 

that so holy A man he scholde be, 104 

bnt that it so plese to Onre lord 

Of A wikked man to Maken A good." 

'' Sire, what liketh 30W forto sein so 1 
we knowen him worthy witA-Owten Mo 108 

to sitten In that same place, 
jif it so be 36 jiven him grace ; 

and yerioxe we preien 30W Euerychon 

that In that place he myhte aitte Alon : 

and pere schole je preyen goddis wiUe, 

whethir that he be goodman Ofer iUe." 

" I wele wel, qnod losephes tho, 

that Cbddis wille were fully do ; 116 

bnt I ne kan tiowen for non thing 

that he scholde ben so good Of leyeng ; 

jit nenertheles snf&en wele I 

that he sitte there trewely." 

And they him thankede Eyerichon, 

and forth to Moys they wenten Anon, 

& ^e Al to-gederis tolden hym It, 

how In y yoide place he scholde syt. 124 

thanne he seide ' he wolde it do, 

And )>at liht fayn he was perto.' 

Thus Al that Kyht Spoken they no More 

tyl On the Morwen at Midday thore. 128 

thanne Comen they to Moys, his felawes Echon, 

and seiden ** Moys, now mown 30 gon, 

and sitten as 30 hyhten jisterday, 

& Ek as to ys alle je gonnen say." 132 



left behind with 
the other sinnen, 
when crowing the 



and BOW thej aay 
he is become snch 
a good man Mid 
worthy ef that 
plaoel 



Th^ still mj he 
Is worthy of It, 



and be? that it 
may be proved by 
112 his sitUng there. 



Jooephes oannot 
believe in M oys's 
goodness, 

hot says he win 

gire him leave 

120 to tiy the seat. 



The next day th«7 
tell Moys to Iceep 
his word, 
and take the 
empty place. 
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thanne Mois seide he wolde it don ; 
MojM oomM to and to that part he wente Anon 

wh*r> JoMpbM 

and Brou iitk wheie that losephes & bion aeten In f eie, 

and thus to losephes he seide there ; 136 

wtt^ so pytows cheie to hem he wente, 

looUnfftwygood. Semenge a good man As be his Entente. 

joMpbM wvnt thanne to him quod losephes there. 

him not to tiy il ^ x # 

If he doM not *' loke be non weye thou sytte not here 1 40 

be worthy, but jlf thou knowe y Man worthy, 

or hewiu Ofer ellis it schal y Eepenten trewly. 

repent it| 

For troete the, Moys, now In Certeyn, 
that here non synnere may sitten pleyn ; 144 

<* ftyr thii piM0 it for this plaoo doth siimefie 

the pUoe tot 

God's Bod, the plsco Of goddis sene sekerlye, 

and If thoa berforo, be war, £r hou here Sitte, 

knoweetnot ^ ' ' J^ ' 

thTeeirtobeib* that J^ou best worthy thi Self wyto 148 

]!^pen7,ifMr^ Of Alle this general Compenye; 

and ellis here to sitten, it were folye, 

and )if Ofer wise with the it be, 

I drede fan wilt ben lost Cerfceinle." 152 

Moye le afraid, Whanne that Mois this word h^xL 

bntatlll pereliitiy 

as A man afrayed, riht so he f erde ; 
jit nenertheles he Answerid Ageyn, 
and Joeephea uda « that Worthy he was bere to sitten Certern^ 156 

him alt down; J r 4 9 

and )»erto he trosted In his degre 

))at Owre lord god not wroth wolde be.' 

'' Come forth anon, quod losephes thanne, 

and sit downn here as a worthy Manne ; 160 

& 3if it so be as thou dost schewe, 

we scholen it knowen sons Al this rewe." 

^anne Came forth Mois Anon ; 
betwene losephes & bron he gan to gon, 164 

And \er adonn he gan to sitte ; 
bat fol sone he repented itte. 
bat befbre he baa Moys haddo not longo I-soton there, 

that from hevene Cometh In A wonder Manure 168 
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Sevene hondifl^ to Alle here syhiy 

£che bienneng as brond so bzyht ; 

but the bodjee that weren Of tho 

ihej mihte not se for what to do, 172 

bat this alle thej behelden f al wel, 

how fir and flambes they Casten Echedel 

yppon Moys there that he sat, 

there Alle the peple sawh wel that ; 176 

And pat as lihtly he brende there 

as a diye bnsch whanne it is On fere. 

and yp him lifte tho handes Anon, 

& with him In to ^ eyr gonne thej gon 

Al so brenneng as he was, 

and boren him Into a fnl fer plas. 

whanne they that at thike table were, 
Byen the hondes Awey hym here, 184 

they weren Abasched Eyerichon, 
and to losephes they seiden Anon, 
** A, sire losephes, now knoweii we wel 
that fou seist trowthe EveiideL 
For a gret synne it is to do, 
that Sege to Neyhen Ony mo ; 
For we knowen non Man worthy here 
In that place to sitten there. 
Kow, goode sire, and it be jowre wille, 
whedir that he is, ;e wolden ts telle ; 
and whethir he saved Other dampned be, 
that }e wolden ys tellen for Charite." 

''here-0£Fen Certein scholen je be 
whanne tyme Cometh Sekerle, 
30 scholen him sen where p<xb he Is, 
Apertly to jowre Eyen wtt^Owten Mys ; 
thanne scholen je hnoweii In Certeyn 
whethir he be In loye Other peyn." 
Aftyr this they wolden no More 
Of that Mater Axen Josephes there ; 204 



Nt Moji on An, 



like % diy both. 



180 andctfryhim 
offfthnm^h Ui« 



Then the rert 



■ad oonflMS that 
JoMphM has told 
188 th«m the tnitb. 



.^_ Is worth/ to take 
192 that I 



Tbv aak irheth« 
n^^ Mojitoloetor 
196 eayed. 



and are told Vb/tj 
ehall see him 

200 ig-iB, 

and then thej 
will know hla 
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JotepbM'sadvloau 



He hM (v«1t« 



•nd wiuhm 
Jotephee to Mk 
themwh«tb«r 
kliqr wlU nuuiy 



XI«vmoftlMm 

dMlratote 

marrid. 



bat th« twelfth 
withet not to 
uuny, 



battoeervethe 
aaored Teasel ae 
long as his lite 



embnweethe 
twelfth brothor, 

and 
of him. 



for Alle Abasched M sore they were 
Of that Syhte they Syen there. 

and whanne I-Eten they hadden Echon, 
thanne seide Bron to loeephes Anon, 208 

*' Sire, Of thing that I schal Azen the, 
I preie 30W pat )e welen ConseiUen Me.** 
" Seith on, Bron, qnod loeephes thanne, 
and I wele CownseiUen 30W As I kanne." 212 

** Sire, .z^*. sones I haue, qnod he, 
that alle ^ouie Cosines seker they be ; 
Do hem Comen to-fore )ow Echon, 
and thanne axeth hem be On and On 216 

what Maner Of Men that they welen be^ 
Owther wedded men, Owther speiitwalte." 
''this sdud I wel don, qnod losephes thanne:" 
So let he sende Aftyr Every Manne. 220 

whanne to-fom him, losephes, weren Comen Echon, 
thanne he E[n]qwered Of Ech be his On, 
' what Maner Of Man he wolde be.' 
So J^ot .zj. Acorded Into On degre, 
' that wedded wolden they ben AUe, 
what Ayentore so that hem be-&lle ;' 
bnt the .zij. brother Answerid not so, 
For * Oj^erwise he thowhte to do, 
and that Neaere wedded wolde he be^ 
bnt Al his lyf Chast virgine sekerle ; 
and Alle dayes tyl he gan to sterve, 
that holy vessel wolde he Serve.' 232 

This Ches that brother, as I )ow telle ; 
lo, what grace that hym bef elle ! 
and his zj bretherin I-wedded to be, 
for that Chosen they ful Sekerle. 236 

And whanne losephes beheld this On brothir, 
what he hadde Chosen Afom Alle the tothir, 
he gan him to Qippen and to kysse 
fid Often sithes with-Owten Misse, 240 
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228 
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and to the xj seide be tlianne, 

** Of }ow han Chosen £ch Manne 

that A wif wedden wele he. 

je scholen it haven fal sekerle,^ 

For I schal Maiyeii 30W Eyerichon, 

Swiche as je desire here Anon ; 

and God giawnte 30W grace ^t je so do^ 

trewe wedlok to kepen for Evere Mo." 

To the z^the brother seide he there^ 
'* Tweyn tbinges han je chosen here : 
the f erste, to kepen virginite ; 
y secund, A Servaunt Axen 30 to be, 
Forto Senren this holy vessel 
which that is here, Seint graaL 
On Of these I giaunte 30W wel ; 
y Grete god y toper 30W gr[a]ante Ecb del, 
That je Alle dayes Of jowre Ly ve That Mown be, 
and bim Only worscbepen In alle degre ; 
and that jowre flescb ne tempted be. 
To no9» Maner lost Of lecberye, 
bnt that je flen alld maner of fole ; 
therto preyetb God Enterlye. 
and for that je ban Chosen virginite, 
and Mynestre to } holy vessel to be, 
Of On thing I sey jow In Certeyn, 
Aftyr my detb scholen 30 M pleyn 
the lordschepe Of that vessel have, 
It forto kepen botbe sownd and save, 
and whanne Owt Of this world ^t ^e scholen go, 
loke 30 thanne to whom 30 deliueren it to, 
that be be A man M Of grace 
& fill Of Qoodnesse In Eche place, 
this 3ifte, my frend, 3eve I to the. 
For that tbow Azest virginite." 

and yere Anon he knelide A-down, 
and thankid losepbes inih good devodown. 



244 



andpromiMs 
to many Um 



pnjlng they may 
have gnuw to be 
248 tnu Id wedlock. 



promisee the 
twelfth brother 
(Aleyn) 



252 



256 



260 



thathe shah never 
be tempted by the 



264 



and shall serve 
the holy Teasel, 
andbeita 
Oftft P^rdlan after 
^bo Joeephes's death* 

and bids him, 
when his time to 
die oOmes, deliver 
the Qraal to some 
other holy man. 

272 



Aleyn 
^w- andthanki 
276 Joeephea, 
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there anon ful soie wepynge 
as be to-fom him was knelynge ; 
So that after the deth Of loaephd 
the holy vessel^ dide he Jcepe. D ms. v«KMd] 280 
who then marriM thanne losephes to his bretherin retoumed Anon, 

Um elevwL 

broUMH. and hem Maryede Eyeiichoiiy 

£che man Aftyr his Owne wille, 

thus here Manages he gan fulMe. 284 

JoMph« torn Whanne that losephes thus hadde I-do, 

ftirthar into 

Briuin, f orthere Into breteygne thanne gan he go, 

and with him his Compenye, 

Into swich place as god wolde him gye. 288 

and no» day fere was fat he forth wente 
when hk tiiat his Compenyo Encreeede venmentey 

i^^^^by Um Som day be zx, and some day be Mo : 
whom h^o^efto baiefot Aftyr hym gonnen they to'go, 292 

and forsoken here Bichesses ETerichon, 

and forth with losephes gonne they gon. 
in eTMTpiaoe for jit Cam he neuare In non pkae 

bat }at be him gret peple I-tomed wase, 296 

and hem Cast Owt Of Misereannce 

be his wordisy swich was his chawnoe ; 

and be the yertv Of the holy gost^ 

whiche pat is lord Of myhtes Most^ 300 

The strengest paynem )Mit Eyere was, 

he dide him tome be goddis gras, 
by th« poww of So pat, thoroh his goode preching, 

Euery day his Gompenye was Encresing. 304 

Th^eometoa Ypon a day as they forth wente, 

fa i f rtM land* 

In a wastable Contro yeramente, 
whmtherait where that was scars of yyannde, 

as this storie doth ys yndirstonde : 308 

and yndirstondeth je now yerament^ 
AU hii oomptnj that Al the Gompenye that with him went^ 
befMbythe Ne weren not worthy Soffioed to be 
"^^'^^ Of the holy yessel Sekerle; 312 



Digitized by 



Google 



CH. ZLTUL] JOODHKB^fl OOMPANT 00MB TO ▲ F00DLIB8 VALLBT. 223 



but Manye of hem ^ with him wento 

weien holy Ijrezis, and Of good Entente ; 

and Oper that leyeden In lecheije^ 

and In 0^ dedly synne witterlye, 316 

& that here lyf nolde Chongen theie 

For Sermown ne for non preyeie, 

bnt lyyeden afbyr Inst of here body, 

wheche tomed hem to gret foly« 320 

Thyke day, whanne they Entied were 
Into the yaley that I Beheraed Ere, 
whanne Into the Middle that they weren gon, 
A gret stanke foWnden they Anon, 
And At the hed of thike etang 
they f ownden A yesael As they gonne gang, 
And A Net ^er-Inne, fysch f orto take : 
Urns wiowhte Only god ^it for here sake ; 
and whanne that they to the stang weren gon, 
they Casten Of here Clothes riht Anon 
For the strong hete that there was^ 
As theke day happede he Gas. 332 

ihanne be^^an loeephes his servise Anon 
As he was wont forto don, 
and with him Othere Of his Compenye 
that goode lyveris weren trewlye. 
and tho that to thike Servise vsed not were, 
here preyeies they seiden Amongea hem there» 
and preiden to god, for his grete grace, 
hem f oTto bringen Into swich a place 
where they myhte haven here sostenaunce 
For here leveng, and to his plesannce. 

Theke day Alle the Cristene were 
In Worschepinge Of the holy vessel there ; 
and whanne they hadden don what they wolde, 
Anon they Seten vppon that Molde, 
and spredden Abrod vppon here knees 
Towaylles and Empty dowbleris, 348 
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Mir to dine; 'as men that wolden here fast breke, 
down In that Med we fere they sete ; 
For Otheie tables weren there non 
but ^t weren mad Of flesch and bon. 352 

and whanne A-down that they weren set^ 
Thanne Cam On peers ^ with-Owten let, 
that Cosin there to losephee was, 
and browhte seint Graal Into fat plas ; 356 

and so fat be vertw of thike holy vessel 
Al the table was fnlfeld wel 
Of Alle Manere Of vyawnde 

that herte cowde thenke Ofer vndirstonde. 360 

thus there As Alle these good men sete, 
Fnlfylled they were with Alle Maneiie of Mete ; 
but in place as the Synneris were, 
Non Multiplicacion was not there ; 3G4 

Of theke forseid holy vessel 
Fulfild weren they nenere A del ; 
So ne wiste the Synneris what to do, 
For non vyaonde ne hadden they tho. 368 

Af tyr Mete, whanne vpe Eesen they were. 
The synful to losephes Comen there, 
and seiden '' sire, what scholen we do t 
but jif ^e jowre Cownseyl pntten vs to, 372 

Files ben we fid Evele be-gon, 
For nethir mete ne drynk haue we non ; 
therfore for vs mosten je preye, 

that we for hnnger here ne deye ; 376 

For the vessel vs repleynscheth not here, 
^^ore je mosten In Other Manere." 

thanne Answerid losephes to hem Ageyn, 
** Now Mown je knowen In Certeyn 380 

that )owre God han je forsake ; 
and whiles that ^e to God diden take, 
thanne was he to 5ow[re] fadyr ful kynde 
wbiles that 30 him hadden In Mynde, . 384 



[irr.ycrrtNM] 



fhm tlM GtmI is 
brought Iiv 

and tl^7 are an 
provided with 
Ibodlqrito] 



BaittM 
get nothing 
toeat» 



and do not know 
what to do^ 



aottiey oometo 
Joeephee to aak 
him to help them. 



as thej fear to 
die of hunger. 



Joeephee tellB 
thetn, '* you hare 
fonakenOod, 
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and aethen that stepchildieii that ^e ben, 

he hath paw forjeten ful Clen. 

Now ^erfore Enaample mown )e take ; 

It Nis not Good hjm to forsake. 

And )if stylle With Hym Wolde je han \ie, 

Non thing }ow scholde han lakked Sekerle ; 

and ^it not-witbstondyng Al this, 

I aehal jow Cownsayllen w»tA-Owteii Mys, 

b'encheson that 30 han non Relevyng 

at this tyme here In Etyng." 

Thanne Anon losephes gan forth Calle 
the z^the sone of Bron, as gan beMle, 
wheche he hadde Chosen to the seint Graal, 
wher^-Ofifen Maister he made hem with Ai ; 
whos Name was Cleped Aleyn the Gros, 
A M holy man. And Of gret loos ; 
(but jit this was not that Aleyn 
That of Celidoyne diseended pleyn ; 
for that Aleyn, kyng Crowned he was, 
and so was this Neu^re In non plas.) 

Whanne y%a Aleyn to-foie losephee gan gou, 
to hym he seide to4bm hem Echon, 
'^ Alayn, — that Of this world shalt be 
the Moste gracious Man Of thy degre, — 
Go thoa to this stange Anon ; 
and Into that vessel that ^e gon, 
& take the Net that ^ linden there ; 
Into p* water it Caste In ^owre Manere, 
and taketh fisch for this Meyne, 
wherby sosteyned that they Mown be." 

This Child dide his Comaundement, 
and to y water wente with good Entent, 
and Into the stangne the Net fere Caste, 
and to londe diow yt Atte laste. 
Whanne they that stooden vpon y lond. 
And there Abyden Groddis sond, 

GBAAL. — ^VOL. II. lo 



388 and ttMrafon he 
uyou; 



392 DotwiUMUndlns 

I will advlM yoa 
M well as I GUI." 



396 



Jonphci calls for 
Aleyn tlie (Iroa, 
the 12th son of 
Hron, who was 
tli« minister of 
ClMHolyQnua 



400 



(not tiM dMnnd- 
■iK.rOtlldi9iM), 



404 



408 

and Uds him |^ 
to the pond 
and get into tiM 
boat, 

and throw the 
net into the 
412 wat er, and catch 
fluh for Um 
sUiiierB. 



416 



Aleyn throws tJia 
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and when tt is the Net to b' lond they drowen wel faste, 

drawn to land ' '' ' 

umj only find and there-Iiuie to loken hadden they haste : 

ona big flail in it. 

and but On fyach fownden they Sekerly, 

bnt it was ful gret trewely. 424 

and they boden him ' Asayen Eft sone 

)if Ony bettere he myhte done ; 

For the tenthe part Of theke Meyne 

with that fisch saffised not scholde be.' 428 

and he seide pat he wolde no More 

Into that stangne Comen thore. 
Thaftdiiaeatnp This fysch began he to Cutten Anon, 
*" and Into Certein pecis it don ; 432 

£k there soden Anon it was, 

and Comaunded hem sitten In \a\» plas. 

thanne so diden they Eyht Anon 

lik as they hadden Mester Echon. 436 

and jowphea thanne losephes seide to Aleyn tho, 
diTide lunto '' Wost pon not now what ))oa schalt do % 
thmparta. Departe this fisch As I schal y teUe; 
and put one at yppon here table thou do it ful snelle ; 440 

table and one in At Ech Eudo thoU SettO A MeS, 

At the Myddes Anothir, & not thou ae& 
and to pray to thanne preye to God ful devoutly, 

Godtobavemeroj ,-,^/»,. 

on the tinnen that he wolde Of his grete Mercy 444 

that they may ba 

ftd. for the schewen grace In this Manure 

to tho Synful that weren there ; 

that thoruh thi preiere fulfild myht be 

thike sinful peple thoruh his pyte, 448 

as thou his servaunt wylt Evere be 

to Y ^0^7 >^^^ Graal In alle degre." 
Thanne began Aleyn forto preye 

with teres and with wepyng Of Eye 452 

Afom the holy vessel A ful gret spas, 

Evere beseching God Of his Gras. 
Aleyn prays with Whaune he hadde I-don his preyere, 

inaQy taanu 

thanne losephes Comaundement fulfild he \er^^ 456 
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and sette this f ysch In thre partje 
Oppon the Cloth ful Sekerlye. 

thanne fere Owie lord wiowhte Miracles Anon 
for Aleyn his chosyn, Among^^ hem EchoiL 460 

ihat with that fysch fulfild they were, «»« «»• ^ 

Al the hole Compenye that was there, whoia oomiMuiy. 

as they Al the world Of Mete 

to hem be Ordenaunce hadde ben gete ; 464 

and lefto there ful gret plente imtIrr plenty 

OfEdefofthatfischfulsekerle. •'"• "^""^ 

thanne to aleyn token they Ageyn 
the leveng Of that fisch In Certeyn ; 468 

and there-with ^oven him A name Ai«yn nreivot 

IIm hmim which 

Of wheche Evere After he hadde y fame ; he r«uii» ev«r 

For Evere after I-Cleped was he 

" Aleyn the Eiche Fischere " sekerle : 472 " Atoyn tiu rich 

fliher/* 

and so Cleped they him Everychon, 

Alle fo fat with ]>* holy vessel gonne gon. 

and from that day aftyre for Ony thing 

It was Clepid " aleynes stagne " wit/i-Owten losing. 476 "«> *»>« vonA ii 

thanne so gret loye Amonge^ hem they made, pond, 

that be Aleyn they weren so glade 
that non tonge ne Cowden it telle, 
Nether Of here loye halfendel Cowde spelle. 480 



CHAFTER XLIX. 



OP JOSEPHS ADVENTURES, AND HOW HE BRINGS A 
DEAD MAN BACK TO LIFa 

How Joseph has a ** talent '* or deeire to go into another coun- 
* try, and sets out on a Friday to the Forest of Brooklond. 

There he meets a Saraoen knight (p. 228), whose brother is 
badly wounded, and neither of the four Saracen Gods, 
liahownd, Tormagaunt, Jupiter, and Appolyn, can cure 
him (p. 229). Joseph says, of course not| because they 
are made with men's hands ; but he can cure the brother, 
though only by God's help (p. 229) ; on which the Saracen 
threatens him with death, if he lies (p. 2d0) ; but instead. 
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Joseph's journey to the forest of brooklokd. [ch xux. 



JoMph tells his 
•on Josephes that 
he desires to go 
into anoiher 
ooontry. 



•nd he etarte 
onaFriiSay 

and goee to the 
forest of Brook- 
land. 



There he meets a 
Sarrazin, who 
(greets htm, 
andaskiwhoheis, 



a wild Hon kills the Saraoen as soon as they reach bia 
*• Castel of Roch " (p. 231). The men of the Oastle bring 
their dead lord's brother to Joseph (p. 232), who promises 
to cure him if he will believe on God (p. 233^ for the 
Saracens' idols can help no one, and neither move nor go 
(p. 233) : try them, and see if they can core the dead 
knight (p. 233). Joseph is unbound, and the corpse put 
before the idols (p. 234). Joseph prays, and thunder and 
lightning bum and smash the idols (p. 235). The wounded 
Saracen knight (Mathegrans) asks Joseph who he ia 
(p. 236), and says that he will believe the Trinity if it will 
bring his brother to life (p. 236). Joseph prays to Christ ; 
the brother, Aigon, comes back to life (p. 236-7)» and all 
turn believers, and are baptizd (p. 238). With part of 
the steward's sword, Joseph heals Mathegrans (p. 238), 
and then, putting it to the point left in his own thigh, he 
draws the point out clean, as if no flesh had toucht it 
(p. 239), and says that the pieces of the sword shall not 
join till Galahad comes (p. 239). Wherefore the sword ia 
held in great honour (p. ! 



Whiles they spoken Of this Matteie, 
Joa&p?ie to his sone losephes seide there, 
" Swich a talent Is comen lo Me 
that I moste gon Into Anothir Contre, 
thedyr As God me wele lede, 
and theie I hope f al wel to spede ; 
and to jow schal I Eetomen ageyn 
as hastely as I may, In Certayn«" 

Thanne losep^ from hem departed Anon, 
and his weye forth gan he to gon, 
as it happede vppon A fryday 
To the forest Of Brooklond he took J>* way. 
and as he walkede In that forest 
lie say A sarrazin that was f ul prest ; 
vppon An hy hors he gan ryde, 
And Salwed losep^ that ylke tyde. 

& a while to gederis they hadden gon, 
thanne Axede the Sarrazin Of losep^e Anon 
* Of what Contre that he was, 
and where he was bom, and what plas.' 
" Sire, I Am Of Armathie, In Certein, 
and thus I walk In Many A pleyn.'' 
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''how Come ]»oa here," quod y Sarrazin thanue. 

'^ Sire, be hym that mochel good kanne, 

that ladde the Children of Israel 

thorw p* Bede se bothe diye & wel : 

he Into this Contre hath me browht, 

whiche pat knoweth Eche Mannes thouht.'* 

" What Maner Of Master Man Art thou 1 " 

" Sire, I am A leche, I telle jow now." 

" A leche," quod the Sarrazin tho, 

** Canst pan Ony leche-craft do t " 

''^ sire, quod losepAd In Certein ; 

I can helen Alle woundes pleyn." 

** thanne wtt^ me schalt pon gon this tyde 

ynto my Castel here besyde ; 

there haue I A brothir bothe sik & sore, 

that sore I-wondid lith he thore, 

and al this ^er there hath Sik I-be 

Of A wounde In his hed sekerle. 

;it Cowde I neuere fynde leche Non 

That him Ony Becur Cowde don." 

** In the Name of god, quod loaep^ie tho, 

and he aftir me wil do, 

and i)ele76n that I wyl say, 

he schal ben holpen with-Inne schort day : 

Onlych thorwh my goddis Myht 

I schal hym keu^ren Anon Eyht." 

** Of wheche god 1 quod the Sairazine ; 

we han foure Goddis, bothe goode & fyne, 

Mahownd and TErmagaunt, goddis so fin ; 

Anothir hihte lubiter and Appolyn, 

and non Of these him helpe Conne do ; 

How Cowdest p<m thanne helpen him so, 

and be wheche God Of Alle these f owre 

Cowdest povL my brothir don socowre." 

** be no9» Of these f owre, quod losepAd tho, 

Cowde I neuere thy brothir Socowr do ; 
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44 man If he will 
believe In CkMl. 
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Bays the Samucin; 
■ we have four— 
Mahownd and 
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^^ JuUterand 
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for here myht may nowht availle 

him to helpen with-Owten faille ; 60 

and fcrfore disceyved art pou. wel Clene 

jif Ony aocou7' In hem thou wene." 

" That am I not, quod the Sarrazin, ceitemly, 

For they ben Goddis Endeledy." 64 

Whanne losep^? herde the Sarrazine so speke. 
Anon to hym thanne he gan Eeke, 
and seide ^ wheche goddis ben now tho 
that sweche Maistries Connen do ) 68 

fortbMe godaan thi Goddls ben Mad with Mannes hand. 

made by man, 

I do the wel to vndirstand : 
and haTa no J^on more power haueri they Ouer the 

powar orar any* 

body. thanne thow Ouer hem, ful sekerle." 72 

ThaSarrazinaaya " ^[g quod b* SaTTaiin, In Certein 

thay an powar Ail 7 f -x r > 

goda^ My goddis ben Of power ful pleyn. 

Not Only be here Owne fegure, 

but aft^ hem pat ben Mad, I the Enswre ; 76 

not tha man For I wot wd the ymages Mown not do. 



bat thoae whom but they wheche aftir they ben Mad so 
npreaan . -^^y^ helpe and Socourew Every Man, 

Sikerly, Sere, I telle the Gan, 80' 

So Every God aftyr his ymage 

Socoureth the peple that ben Of Age." 
joaaph promiaaa ** In the Name of Grod, quod losep^a Iho, 

thayanpowar- and witA the to thy Gastel do me go, 84 

ifhawiutakahim I schal the schewen al and som 
tothaeaatia. that Alle they ban power no», 

Kethir to Meven neper to Go, 

Ne thy broker to helpe neu^r the mo ; 88 

and therfore deseyved ful Clene Art thou 

that so in hem belevest now." 
Thasarmin ** Wel Anon, quod the Sarrazyn thanne, 

thraatana to klU _ , , . -r * i •««• aa 

Joaaph if ha haa be myu bed, As I am A trewe Manne, 92 

°^ and thou hast mad me Ony lyenge, 

thou schalt be ded with-Owten taryeng." 
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ThuB to-gederis fortli they wente 
ftl that Morwenyng yeromente 96 

ta It were the Owr Of y Midday. 
Atte the laste that Gastel he say ; 
ful hye vppon A Mownteyn 

that Gastel fere stood In Certeyn ; 100 

' the Gastel Of Roch ' I-Galled it was, 
ful wel walled In Every plas, 
and theito J* diehes depe Inowh, 
deppere Ahowtes A Gastel neu^e man ne sawh. 104 

whanne losepA^ and the Sarrazin Entied were. 
Anon A wyide lyown Metten they there, 
and to that Sanarin he went Anone, 
and Of hia hois pulde him thus sone, 
and thexe him strangeleden with-Owten dowte 
For Alle his Meyne that stood Abowte. 
and whanne they Syen heie loid so ded, 
Mochel sorwe they Maden in that sted. 

thanne tooken they losep^^ there Anon, 
and to pieson kdden hym thus son, 
and ^€rto his handes Ibownden him behynde : 
thus diden the Sarrazines so fals & ynkynde. 116 

and Anon the false Stewarde 
with his swerd smot losep^ ful harde 
Into the thygh a ful gret wownde, 
that his swerd to-brak In that stownde ; 120 

So that half y swerd lefte In his thygh, 
the wheche to-broken was fere trewly. 
Thus with losep^a ferden they there 
wel falsly In here Manere. 124 

thanne seide losep^^ to hem tho, 
" Sires, why faren je with me so 1 " 
" For we ne haven non Other Encheson," 
thus they seiden to him Echon. 128 

** and whedir thinken je me to lede I " 
** Into A place pere thou shalt be dede." 
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joMph Mdi them << Ha, Sires, quod loeephe tho, 

bring their Bick 

touiiD, whanne In presown 30 han me do, 132 

Alle the sike Of the Castel bringeth to Me, 
And I schal hem helen ful aekerle." 
** what Aitow thanne, qaod they, A leche t " 
" je, Sire, he seide with schort speche^ 136 

and iM wfli can J schal hem helen fall Gerteynle 

iUem. 

jif that they welen heleven On Me." 
Th«n they bring thanne browhten they fere lordis hiofer In pat ste<1, 
brotiier. who wm that 8ore was wownded In the hed, 1 40 

hmSi " * that non leche to-foren helen Myhte. 

and whanne that he Cam In losepis (sie) Sybte^ 

thanne Axede him loeephe riht anon, 

how fern his hurt was Agon. 1 44 

he seide ' more thanne An hoi jer ;' 

thus gan he tellen to losepAe ther ; 
wbopromiMs to << and ^if that xe to me Conne do socowr, 

•nrich JoMph 

If h« cui curt I schal 30W Maken A man Of gret honour.** 148 

Bat Jowph thanne looepke gan to lawhen Anon 

Afore the sarrazines Evenchon, 
'' how myhtest pou A Eiche man Maken Me % 
thou Nart but pore In alle degre." 153 

*' jis, that I haue, quod the sarrazin Agein, 
plente Of gold & Sulver In Certeyn ; 
and therto Manye stones ful precious, 
and manye Riche Clothes, and delicious." 156 

" Nay, quod losep^, this Bichesse is nowht, 
and that schalt ])ou wd knowen In thy thowht ; 
For I wolde weten now Of the, 
and teiif Wm bit thowh thou hauc Richessc so gret plente, 1 60 

wortTi!^ and ley it to-fom the both tope an taille, 

& let se what it can the Avaylle." 
" Certes, quod the Sarrazin ful snelle, 
fer-OSen soth thou dost me telle." 164 

" thar myhtest J)ou se, quod losep/ie thanne, 
that thou Nart but A pore Manne, 
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For In this world Is tresour non swich 
that Maketh A man half so Kiche 168 

As doth hdthe, I telle it the ; 
how thinketh ])% sire, telle pon Me t 
for Sethen that he Eichesse hele might fou not have, 
therfore aftir helthe that thou do Grave.'' 172 

** that wolde I fayn, quod the Sarrazin tho, 
and I wyste how Evere to do." 
** In the Name Of Grod, quod losephe thanne, 
I wele the techen now as [I] Canne." 176 

" Telle me how, quod the Sarrazin, 
and I wele it don wel and ijn" 
** jif thou wilt On god heleve. 

To Alle helthe thanne schalt pon preve.** 180 

** Jn God, quod the Sarrazin Agein, 
I heleve ful wel In Gerteyn, 
and Not Only Oppon On lord, 

but On Alle my Goddis with On Acord." 184 

" In fowre goddis, quod losep^ ful hastile ; 
whiche foure ben tho, telle thou me 1 " 
" that schal I do, quod the Sarrazin Agein, 
Mahownd and lubiter Certein, 188 

Appolyn And £k Termagawnt, 
these fowre Goddis holiche ich hawnt." 
Anon losep^ to him spak thanne, 
and seid, '' thou art the more FoUsch Manne ; 
For these goddis that faa beleveet vppon, 
Nether helthe ne bote mown don the non, 
Nefer to now Ojer Creature, 
ful sekerly I the Ensure, 
And that schal I proven the here AnoTz." 
'* let se," quod y Sarrazin, that it were don." 
'' Take 30 that dede body Anon, 
and tof ore joure Goddis je him don ; 200 

and )if that to lyve he rere him Ageyn 
thanne ben they myhty In Certein ; 
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Ifth^eannot, 



Thfly anbind 



and bring tbefr 
dead lord's body 
before their goda, 
and iiray long thai 
ha maj live. 



Then Joseph 
denounoet the 
IklM idole 
who cannot help 



Be prays to 
Christ, who seni 
him forth. 



and jif that they Mown not don so, 

Elles ben: they false for Evere mo, 204 

and thou to blame for thy beleye. 

haveth do ; let se Anon this je preve.'* 

" Trewly, quod ))• Sarrazin thanne, 

that herde I neu^re speken Of non Manna ; 208 

that Ony Grod myhte do, 

from deth to ly ve a man bringen so ; 

jit NeuMheles Asayen scbolen we 

to fulfiUen thy wil ful Sekerle." 212 

Thanne let this Sarrazin Jo&ephe vnbynde 
his hondis that bownden weren behinde, 
but Of his hurt non thing he ne wyste 
that ^ steward him hadde so thryste 216 

Into the hype with his swerd, 
where-Offen he was non thing Aferd. 
and whanne the Sarrazines thus hadden I-do, 
here lord to-fom here goddis [they] browht tho ; 220 
Everichon they knelede A down, 
and preiden to lubiter And Mahown. 

whanne thus longe hadden they preid there 
and Of his lif weren neuere the Nere, 224 

thanne losep^ Gan hem Ascrien Anon, 
" ha ! je Cursed peple Everychon ! 
why worschepen je so this Mawmetiye 
that nowht ne may Availlen Sekerlye 9 228 

weten je not wel they mown not Go, 
Ne speken ne Meven Neuey'e the Mo ; 
behold how fiairre this ded Man here 
Eiseth ther vpe for Alle joure preyere I " 232 

Thanne losepAa knelid fere down Anone, 
And there to God he Made his bone, 
" A thou lesus God, ful myhty lord, 
that hider me sentest be thin Owne Acord 236 

thin holy Name forto declare 
In Eche Contre and Every whaie 
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JoMpli Mdi tht 
people nee the 
248 proof of their 
goda* wenkneia. 



Now, loid, herteHche I the preie 

Openly foito declaien thy feye, 240 

That thou "Woldest here, lord, scheWen thy Myht 

Openly here In these paynemes siht, 

this Gaytevoas peple that deceyved ben 

thorwgh mysbeleve, lord, As je wel sen." 

Thanne Anon losepAa the Erthe gan kysse, 

and ypwardis he dide hem dresse, 

and seide, " loidinges, beholde ^e hero 

Of jowre Goddis here the powere, 

and here strenkthes Anon Kyht, 

For they ben nethyr of power ne Myht." 

thus sone with-Inne A lytel spas 
lesns Crist fere schewede his gras ; 252 

for fere the hevene Openede Anon, The heaven opens. 

and As sparkelis Of fyr fere Owt gowie gon, 

and y Erthe be-gan to qwake, the earth qiuikee; 

and Al the firmament to wexen blake ; 256 

So that the Sanazines Everichou 
wenden to han deid there Anon, 
thanne Cam there thondir & lyhtoneng A-down, 
and brenden Alle tho ymages In virown ; 260 

and ek hem On smale peces to-brak, 
& so they stonken with-owten lak, 
that aUe they thowhten ded they were 
For y grete stench they felten there ; 264 

Except losepAe there Only, 
AUe onercomen they weren Sekerly. 
And whanne they were comen to memorie Ageyn, 
Thanne losepA^ In this Maner gan seyn, 268 

'' Now the sothe here mown 3e se, 
what myhtes jonre goddis han sekerle, 
For there Nis ndn may helpen Othir, 
Nethir non Of Al this fothyr ; 272 

and lik As brend here they be, 
So scholen 30 Alle ful sekerle ; 
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but jif 30 tomen jowre CreAnnce, 
Elles to 30W schal Comen Mischaunce." 276 

Th« wounded Thanne seide lie that hurt was, 

man uks JoMph 

what hii naiM la, to losep^, theie in that plas, 

" Sire, he seide, how hyhtest thonr' 

** Siie, quod he, losep^ am I depid now.** 280 

and if he Is not a « what, ait bou not a sarrazm thanne 1 " 

Sarraxin? ' ' 

joMph aaya be ia ** No^ quod losepAd, I am A Gristene rnann^, 
and believe* in and belevo On fadir, sone, and holy gost^ 

wheche is but On god of mytes most." 284 

'< thanne, quod this Mathegrans y sarrazin, tho. 
In thre Goddis thou beleyest Also t " 
" Nay, quod losepAe, that may not be, 
For but On god they ben Alle thre ; 288 

And ^erto so myhty and so ful of powste 
that the dede to lyre Areren welen he, 
and ek, Alle tho that false be, 

Trewe he kan maken hem sekerle ; 292 

and there Nis sinnere non so gret 
that he ne wile hem Clensen As sket, 
and As myhty god he wile him prove, 
To Alle tho that On him beleve ; 296 

for wel mown )e sen be yoxae goddis heie, 
that he is lord Of so gret powere." 
Mathegrans the '< Sortos, quod Mathegmus thanne, 
wm beiiere aiao Sire, I hold the fot a trewe Manne, 300 

be raetoni to lii^ c^d jif he my brothir to lif wele bringe, 
I sey 30U, Joseph, with-owteti lesinge, 
I schal neuere On O^er god beleye, 
but Only On him, and ))ou this preve." 30-4 

Whereat Joaeph And whsune losop^^ hordo him so say, 

la ff lad. 

a ful glad Man ke was that day ; 
Anon to the Erthe ke knelyde Adown, 
and there he made his Orysown : 308 

and begina to " Q thou God that AUe things wrowhte. 

And Al this world thou Madest Of Nowhte, 
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The Sonne, the Mone, and the fowre Siemens, 

and Of A viigine to be born 'vith-Owten Offeus^ 

and Sethen On Ciojs I-don thow were, 

and theie-yppon I-stongen with a spare, 

that so sufi&edist }on tormentes Manye & felley 

thy peple to beggen Owt Of helle ; 

and thanne from deth to lyve pon Eyse Ageyn 

Of thin Owne Myht^ Loid, In Certeyn : 

So worththily, goode loide, schewe Miracle here, 

ihorwgh thy myht this dede man to Aiere, 

that Al this peple here, lord, May se 

thy werkyng and thin dignete." 

Thanne losep^ gan him vpe forto dresse, 
and not longe After, with-Ov^ten les, 
the dede A3en to lyve he Bos, 
and After to losepAe Anon he gos, ' 

and knelid A-down and kyste his feot 
Af om hem Alle, and not ne leet, 
and seide to hym Aftyr his Owne lyst, 
** welcome, seriawnt Of lesn Cnst, 
that God Of the Croys thou took A-down," 
(thus he seide with A gret Sown,) 
" that Grod Amonges vs the hath sent 
TB for to Cristene Terament, 
to bryngen vs Owt of Endeles peyne, 
therfore Art thou Comen In Certeyne." 

whanne losep^ sawh hym so Aryse, 
he Made to God A worthy sacryfise, 
and wepe for loye and for pyte, 
that Alle the peple there myhte it se ; 
And seide to hem that Abowtes him were, 
" Now mow je wel knowe?) and sen hero 
that he is God £vere pereles, 
and Of Alle bowntes he doth not ses." 
^' Now forsothe, quod Mathegrans tho, 
It Is fol trewe thou seist me to. 
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336 who had couie to 
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Azjgta'siMB 



dMlre JoMph to 



mndaraall 
UpUxd. 

Th« steward 
eon&MM how h« 
stabbd JoMph, 



ud left half tba 
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wound* 



[leaTTSJ 



Joseph says lie 
will be heald by 
the grace of Qod, 
but If athegrans 
shall be oiued 
first. 

He sends for 
the remnant of 
the sword, 
heals M athegraaa 
withit* 



for Keu69-e hens forward I ne sclml Certeyn 

On non oper Grod to beleven fal pleyn ; 348 

For now knowe I wel that my brothb Aigon 

from deth to lyre here he is I-gon 

Onleche thorwh thy goddis powere ; 

For now knowe I God with-Owtew pere." 352 

Thanne Alle the Meyne that In y Castel were, 
anon to loaep^ On knes fillen there, 
And with lowd voys Alle gonnen they Crye, 
** lord Io6epA«, On vs thou haue Mercye I 356 

Of Oure Misbeleve And MiscreauTtce, 
Goode lord. On vs ]>oa take non veniaunoe, 
and Neuere forward f ron^ this day 
we scholen werken A^ens thyn lay ; 360 

|»6rfore, good losepAe, so wisse vs here, 
and we it schdlen fulfille In Alle Manure." 
Thus they of the Castel Everichon 
weren there Christened forsothe Anon. 36-4 

whanne J)* steward heheld Al this there, 
that so hadde hurt losep^ In swich Manure, 
Openliche there he it be-knewe, 
And ful sore fere-Offen gan he rewe, 368 

And how the swerd In him broken was, 
And the halfendel lefte In that plas, 
& 1^ Bemenannt scholen ^e pere fynde 
In his hype with-Owten lesynge. 372 

Thanne this Mathegrans Dyde serchen Anon, 
and in his hype they it fownden thus son, 
** A, Sire, quod Mathegrans, telle thou Me 
how of this hort helid scholen ^e be." 376 

" wel, quod losepAe, be goddis help Certeinle ; 
but ferst of 30ure wounde hely[d] Scholen ^e be." 

thanne the Eemenaun^ of y a werd he let bringen A iioi?, 
and to Mathagrans wounde leide it thus son; 380 

thanne thussone I-helid he was 
Af om that peple thoruh goddis Graa, 
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ihanne leidde he hat swerd to his Owne wonde; and draws the 

point out of hit 

the poynt thus sone Owt Cam In A stownde, 384 own wound. 

More whitteie, more fair, and More Cler 

An hundred part thanne it was Er ; 

Not A drope Of Blood ne was there On, withoat a itaiii oi 

blood. 

and that they Syen Every-chon, 388 

as thowh nen^re In the flesch it hadde be, 
whereK>ffen the M^rveilleden ful sekerle. 

Of this, gret wondir gonne they Make ; 
thanne losepAa the swerd On honde gan take ; 392 
" ha I swerd, nenere loyned to-gederis schalt bou be, The tword then 

, . , ,. 1 ^ * 1 , ^ never be JoJnd 

tyl Into his hondis thou Come ful sekerle, together again tin 

that the Aventures of the seint Graal »hau end the 

To An Ende schal bringen hem Al ; 396 st ondir 

and As sone as he )>* taketh on honde 

to-gederis schalt pOM loyne thoruh goddis sonde ; 

for this Ende that In My flesch was, 

Tyl that tyme schal neuere Gomen In plas." ' 400 

Thus losepZt^ with the swerd there wrowhte ; 
and ful faste to him thanne they sowhte, 
so that Gristened the weren Everichon Then Joeepu 

baptizes all the 

Al 80 faste renneng As they myhten gon. 404 p^pie^ 

And Agrons, vi^' dayes aftyr leyede he 

Among that peple ful Certeinle. 

thanne whanne.Iosep^ scholde go, 

the swerd he betook hem tho, 408 andieareethe 

sword with them, 

and they it kepte In Cherte, where it is held 

In gnalhooeur* 

and gret worschepe it dide that Meyne. 



CHAPTER L. 
OF Joseph's further adventures ; and of the crimes 



OF OHANAAN AND SYMKN. 



Joseph starts for the Forest of Damantes, and by a great water 
finds his people, who oannot pass over it (p. 241). They 
pray to God, and soon see a Wliite Hart start out of a 
bosh, attended by Foot Lions (p. 242), which leads them 
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all over the water, except Chanaan (p. 242-3). Cbanaan's 
eleven brothers beg Joseph to help their brother over (p. 
244), and bo Joseph walks over the water to him, and offers 
to take him back (p. 244) ; but Chanaan is afraid to go 
without a boat, and Joseph returns without him (p. 245). 
However some fishermen soon after bring him over (p. 
245), but they, Joseph says, are Pagans, and shall perbh 
fioon ; as they do, in a tempest (p. 246). Joseph then 
promisee the people they shall see where Moys is (p. 247). 
Peers and Brons ask Joseph to explain the meaning of the 
White Hart and the Four Lions (p. 247) ; and he tells them 
that Christ is the hart, and his and his Mother's virginity 
the whiteness ; that the Four Evangelists are the Lions 
(p. 247-8), and that Christ shall appear "angerly** to 
Launcelot and Modred in Arthur*8 time (p. 248). Joseph 
and his people continue their journey, and come to a 
Castle, where they see no one, but only a great fire burn- 
ing (p. 249) ; and out of the fire comes a voice, crying on 
Joseph to pray for the owner of it, that his pain may be 
lessend (p. 249), for, when Ministers of Hell reft him from 
Joseph, and were carrying him away, a holy Hermit 
orderd them to give him up, and tliey dropt him at 
once into that fire (p. 250). The voice also tells Ale}ii 
the Gros that it is Moys who cries, his " Nygh Cosin," 
who ivauU sit in the Seat at the Graal table (p. 251). 
While Moys talks to his father Symen (p. 252), Joseph 
and Aleyn pray for him, and immediately a rain from 
heaven quenches great part of the fire (p. 252-3), so that 
Moys is relievd of almost all his pain (p. 258), ^ough he 
must stop where he is till (>a1ahad comes to release him 
(p. 253-4). He begs Joseph to go through the country and 
convert the people (p. 254) ; and so Joseph goes on through 
Scotland, which got its name from King Elcose (p. 264). 
At supper, all are fed by the Holy Qraal, except Chanaan 
and l^rmen (p. 264-6), who grumble together that this is not 
by their fault, but by that of their fathers and brethren 
(p. 255) ; and so Symen agrees to take vengeance on Peers, 
and Chanaan on his brethren (p. 256). Chanaan accord- 
ingly kills his twelve brethren (p. 257), but Symen only 
wounds Peers with a poisond knife (p. 258) ; is caught^ 
taken before Joseph, and confesses that Chanaan murderd 
his brethren (p. 259). Joseph prays for vengeance on 
Chanaan (p. 260), but is told from Heaven to do judgment 
himself (p. 260). He insists on his Company deciding the 
sinners' fate (p. 261) ; and they bury Chanaan and Symen 
in two pits ** up stonding even to the chynne ** (p. 262). 
From towards the realm of Gales come flying two burning 
men, who pull out Symen, and fly off with him (p. 262), 
but whither '*my maister Sire Boberd de Borron^saya 
- not here ; it will appear hereafter (p. 262). 

joMph iflsvw Thanne parted thens losephe Anon 
****" * Al 80 faste As he Cowude gon, 
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& In his lome forih wente sekerlye 

there As he hopede to fynden his Gompeny» 

And so As that it him happede so tho 
ihoruh the forest of Damantes gan he go; 
and whanne thens owt that he was past^ 
To A gret water he cam In hast, 
the wheche was bothe dep6 and brod ; 
there fond he his felawes fat fere Abod^ 
and In nofi wise Mihten Over pase 
til he was Comen, swich was here grace, 
that there Bested hem Everichon 
to Abyden som passage Over to gon* 

and whanne that losepAd they gowie to se^ 
ful Mochel loye Maden that Compene, 
and Ajens him they wenten Eyerichon 
Al so faste As they Gowde gon* 
'* A, aire losep^ welcome je be I 
VB .behoneth Conseil to taken Of the 
whether we scholen this water pase, 
Owther Abyden here In this place^ 
for here is Nethir schype ne galeye 
tiiat we mown In gon f eithfullye ; 
and this water so dep6 and perylows Is, 
that we it ne doren taken I-wys, 
and owre Maister the Bischop6 heie 
Abideth jowra Comeng with-owten dwere ; 
And now that ;0 -be Comen vs to, 
Alle We hopen the bettyr Ouer to go." 

" jOy qnod losep^e to hem thanne, 
I schal 30W Conseillen Every Mamie 
to knelen A-down vppon his kne, 
and preie to that lord In Maieste, 
In worschepe Of whom hedir we be gon, 
that he vs socowr wolde senden son, 
and schfiwen vs here som Tokenenge, 
Oiwr this water vs forto brynge.** 

OBAAL.^ — you lU 16 



JoMphROMon 
hif waj to tMk 
4 litopMplab 



tMMMathrooKh 

theforMtoT 

DunuitMf 
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gnat lake, whort 
hit oompaiiy an 
aU waiting tUl ho 
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13 



16 



20 



They rqjoioe to 
Mthinif 



24 



and ask him to 
tell them how to 
eron the deep 
■nddangeroos 



28 



32 



Joieph adrf ees 
them to kneel 
down and pray 
ftwAilgnaato 



36 



What th«y are lo 
do. 
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Thanne thus Anon gonnen they do 
As losep^ there hadde tawht hem tho, 40 

and }er Anon they knelede A-down, 
And to Qod l^faden here Onaowny 
' Over that water hem to hiinge, 
and jMT-offen hem to sende som tokenenge.' 44 

Th9f pny from thus In here prei[6rje8 Ahyden they there 

vaaoaj, from prime Xnto Midday Al In f ere, 

and Evere Ahyden the sonde Of god Almyhl 

So Atte laste hadden they An In eyht^ 48 

that Owt of a lytel hnsoh there beside, 

wh«n ch^ MO a Qwt Syen they Comen At that tyde 

•now-whlU hart .,.,,.., . vi. ^ 

coming with a A lytel h«rt that was snow whit, t/ 

&iMek,° a ful f aire heste to here delyt, 52 

& ahowtes his Nekke A Chene Of goold, 

i«d 17 ftm lioos. and with him fowre lyowna gonnen they behold, 
On be-hinde, Anothir him to-fore, 
& on £che side On, & so ladden him thore ; 56 

and as Cherly p* liowns this hert gonne kepe, 
As the modir the Child lulleth On slepe. 
thanne these bestes Aprochede hem Anon, 

TheypMs through and thoruh the peple these lionna gonne gon, 60 

uk«^e i««ur. with-Owten blemscheng Of Ony Man. 
Anon there IosepA6 thowhte than, 
whanne the hert p* water say he take, 
BfiA the lyowns him folwed as hii6 Make, 64 

Then JoMph bids thanne seide losep^ to )>* peple Anon 

the company « , -n i 

foUow him boldly, " Seweth 36 me now Everycnon, 

And Alle Sawf scholen we be 

that Ouer this watyr wile folowen Me." 68 

So that the water they £ntied Anon, 
andtheypan and Alle Sawf OuBT gonne they gon, 
wSmntd and Al SO drye As vppon A Eoche Of ston, 
^' In so stedfast beleve the weren Echon, 72 

thus pasten Alle that Compenye, 

Except On ful Sekerlye, 
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thorwh yerray grace and goddis poweie, 
Faire Al Ouer pasten they there. 

Thus pasten they that water £yery Man, 
Except On that hyhte Chanaan ; 
and this Canaan that was thoie, 
Of lerosalem he was I-boTO, 
and twelye bretheren hadde he, 
that with losep pasten sikerle. 
and whanne Oner that water they weien gon, 
and paiceyyed ^at here brothir thanne Anon 
was beleft On the tothir syde, 
thanne Mochel mone they maden pai tyde^ 
and to losep^ thanne f aste gonTie they go, 
and bertely besowhten losep^ tho ; 
" a, goode sere, that ^e wolden ys telle 
how this Ayentuie here befelle, 
that owie brothir is ys behinde ; 
how may this be, and be what kynde)" 

** wele je weten the skele why," 
qnod Iosep^« to hem Certeinly ; 
^'alle discharged Of synne ^e be, 
and so nys not he fal sekerle ; 
wherfore h3rm behoneth to Abyden there, 
for with ys myhte he not Comen In no» Manere; 
and ^if he hadde, I-sonken scholde he ; 
therefore best for him is there to be ; 
For ful gilty doth he hym knowe, 
that he ne myhte ndt passen forth in tiiis Howe." 

Thanne gonne the bretheren to wepen Echon, 
and to losepAd they maden Mochel Mon ; 
" ha, goode Sire^ how scholen we do, 
that Ovae brothir ne myhte Comen ys to, 
for he is [tjhere In strongs Contre, 
and let from his frendes sekerle ; 
and he^ socom hath he Eyht non, 
A, goode losep, how schol^i we don! 



76 



fxoept one man. 



80 who was of 
J«n»alem, 



brothers witli 
Joseph. 



84 



88 



His brothers ask 
why he is left 



93 



Joseph expUlns 
that he is not as 
theyars^ 
poivd lh>m sin. 



andbawonldhava 
bem dxxnrndf 
100 therefore be is 

better where he is. 



Chanaan's 
^ ^ . brothers lament 
104 that their brother 

is left in a strange 

ooontiy 



108 



andhelpk 
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tndth^IoTt 
him wdMrlj 
that th^ pray 
Joseph to bring 



•iMtheywUldlt 
of iontnf* 



JoMph U M Sony 
for them. 



for they are good 
meaandtmeb 



that he bijb ho 
wiUdolt^ 



though It maj 
lead to harm. 



Then he oroeeeo 
the water again. 



telle Chanaan if 
he bad Urd aa 
well aa hie 
brothera 
he would not 
have been left 
behind. 



Thenhabldahlm 
Mlowhlm, 



And ferU} M for from Iiis Centre; 

and we his bietheien ben Sikerle^ 112 

for hym loven we ful Enterly 

As the flesch and blood of Ourd Owne body ; 

theifoie, goode losep^d, for Charitei 

helpeth that Oo^ comen weren he; 116 

0])6r elles for sorwe we scholen deye 

certeinly, loeephe, and In feye, 

jif that we gon owt of this Contre 

but jif that he In Owre feleschepe be." 1 20 

Thanne thus wepinge Alle they pieide, 
and thus to losepAe Alle they seide. 
of hem losep^ hadde gret pyte there. 
For pat Alle good men they were ; 124 

and fal Of prowesse Ek therto, 
whanne that Ony thing scholde be do. 
thanne seide losepAa ful Curteislye, 
*^ for 30ure love I schal it don trewelye ; 128 

and ^it trowe I bettere that he were, 
is that to YB he Come not here ; 
and be hym more Evel may Comen vs to ; 
Keu^rtheles ^onra wylle ^it wile I do.*' 132 

So that to the water losep^ A)en wente 
forto f ullen here Entente, 
and vnto the water he gan to go, 
to y tothir side that he cam fro ; 136 

And thanne to Chanaan seide he, 
*' Kow thin Owne levyng here myhtest pon se ; 
and )if In as good lif thou haddest I-be 
As thy brethren Aren Sekerle, HO 

thanne haddest pon not belef t here 
Sekerly, Kanaam, In non Manere." 

thanne took him losep^ be the hond, 
and thus seide, As I vndirstond, 144 

" Come On, Chanaam, and sewe thou me| 
and sawf and seker schalt thou be." 
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and whanne to the biinke they weren gon, 

thanne to losep^ he aeida Anon^ 148 

*' this watir it is bothe dep^ and blak, 

I ne dar not per-Onne gon with-Owten lak ; 

vnihrOwten A schipe other A galeye, 

lest I scholde p^rschen, losep^, In feye." 162 

*' Certes, quod losepAtf to him Ageyn, 

It nis non wondyr In Certein 

thowh fan In this water deidest here, 

8ethen thou Trostest non betters In Goddis powere; 156 

Therfoie here schal I leven now the, 

and to thin bretheren gon wile I Aje ; 

and Meryeille y not thouh )>oa longe here Abyde, 

for here mythest pan dwellen A long tyde, 160 

til fischeres here Comen selling be the, 

y Over to. bringen ful Certeinle." 

Thns In this Manar losep/^ gan forth to pase, 

And Chanaaxn lefte stille In that place. 164 

whanne his bretheren beholden losepJie ther, 
and sein not here brothir In non Manor, 
thanne grettere inom^ig gonne they make 
thanne ony lyme to fom for hys sake ; 168 

bat here momeng but lytel while did laste 
Aityr that losep^ they conne taste. 
So that wtt^ Inne A whille After, sone 
A fyschere^ yppon that water gan gone ; 172 

and whanne that Chanaam Sawh hem ther, 
Anon to hem he depid from fer. 
And preyde hem In to here schipe forto take 
him, forto veryen oner that lake ; 176 

So that Oner that water he wente, 
And with his Compenye Mette veramente. 
and whanne his bretherin gomien him beholde, 
they Maden loye ful Many folde, 180 

for they loreden him ful wel 
as bretheren Owhte Everydel, 



bvfeCluiiMiilt 
afhdd to eniM th* 
w»ter wifchoat a 



Josflph tdls him, 
as he hM to little 
fidth, 

bemnetetay 
where he ta tUl 



tak« 



him over. 



Joeeph goes back 
wlthoat hfan, 

to the great grief 
of Chanaan'e 
brothen. 



{} Fr. wutrottmUr} 



Fishermen bring 



and his brethren 
r^otce, for they 
love him dearly. 
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Joaepli 

Chumuui, 

and Ulls hhn of 

the grmt wicked- 

nemofthe 

who brought 

hlmoreri 



theyaretoperieh. 



for tiny are 



and the laa la to 
•wallow up both 
•hip and men. 



Thenaatorm 
liMa, 



and RTMt waTea 
orerwhelm tlw 
•hip. 

and all therein 
periah. 



For him lovede they Al so dere 

as bretheren Owhten to loven In fere^ 184 

whanne that Joseph Chanaam gan ee, 
" Chanaam, he seide^ welcome je be I 
Chanaam, I kan the tellen tydjnge : 
they that the hider dide brynge, 188 

they weren so wykked In Alle degre 
that Alle Goodnesse from hem doth fle, 
and perto so sorwefnlly ben they be^on, 
and that schalt ^n sen here Anon ; 192 

For Alle I-persched they scholen be, 
that Al this peple here schal so ; 
and that schal ben here Gwerdown, 
for here Over bringeng wtt^ good reeovn ; 196 

for they ben paynemes Mescreaojie, 
therefore hem schal happen fal wondir channs, 
for they wrowhte» Ajeus GoddiB wille^ 
hid^ the to bringe, I sey the tylle ; 200 

and, for his Comandeme»t that they ban broke^ 
In strong prasoun they scholen ben stoke ; 
and hem Alle Swelwen schal the see, 
bothe schipe and Man f nl Sekerle, 204 

and that schalt thou sone behdlde 
}if it be soth that I the tolde." 

Whanne los^Ae hadde told hem yis tale, 
^r be^n sorwen wttA-Owten bale ; 208 

For so gret A wynd pere Bos Anon, 
and Ombt that water it wente ful son, 
and Made ^-Lme Manye A ful gret wawe, 
so pat £ch Ouer 0])er gan Ouerthrawe, 212 

and dreinte this vessel there Anon, 
so pat persched they weren Echoi^ 
that Alle losepis Meyne pare beheld 
lik as he behyhte hem In that feld. 216 

Whanne they Alle this wondii hadde sein, 
To losep^ they ComoTi Anon Certein^ 
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and seiden, *' seie, what scholen we do f 

Scholen we now Ony ferthere go, 220 Jo«ph»8c<mip«ny 

•' ^ ' ask what they 

Ofer sclioleii we atille Abyden here ? are to do 00%, 

je, Siie, and we Al In fere." 

'^ Into A forest scholen we pase, md an toid th^ 

iBiut go into the 

and fere scholen we sen, be goddis groce^ 224 foNtt» 

In what place that Moys is Tnne, 

As I behyht ^ow £r that I blynne." 

'* Sue» quod they, scholen we thanne so 

Moys Owro brothir, where }at he be t " 228 

** ^e, quod losep^a, that scholen 30 

Mois here sen In Alle degre." where they auau 

see Moys. 

Thanne from that place wentea they Anon, 
and towaid the forest of darmandes they gonne gon. 232 
Thanne Aleyn, that Fyschere Clepid was, 
and Bren and Peers In that plas^ 
and faste to los^^ gonne they gon, 
And fere to him seiden thus 8on, 236 

<' Sire, telleth vs for Gharite 
what signe^once lot this May be, Aiatn and others 

* , . , , / , ask the meaning 

Of this hert and fowre lyown or the white ban 

Jat thus here wentei^ Wit^Owten distroctioiuw." 240 "* * °* 

'' Sires, quod losepAa to hem thanne, 

I schal 30W tellen As ^ot I Canne : 

It is Of Grod the signefiaiuice, it i> « token fh>m 

God for those who 

that to his disciples wile make» demonstraunee 244 have forsak«a sin. 

For je that In Synne hanen be, 

and forsaken It Certeinle, 

and ben I-Comen to A newe kende ; 

what I schal now sein, take je In Mende, 248 

why that In An hert he gan him schewe ; 

Tndirstondeth my Besoims yppon A rewe. 

•* Of an hert, the kynde Ev^e It is, Th« hart wpr^ 

^ ^ ' sentsChrlst* 

From Age to ^ongthe to tomei» Lwis : 252 who rose from 

Byht so dyde lesu Crist ; 

From deth Aros, As 3e wel wyst, S^i'^Sffo^. 
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that Is Grod and vorray piopliete, 
that On the Cios his lyf dyde lete. 256 

TiMwhitoiMM and be his whitneese. vndiistondeth m 

nipi'mptt his 

mothar and bia his Modiis and his Yiigynjte, 

pttxiky flrom ctii* 

whiche non Of hem Entachched was 
"With non Man^r Synne In non phis. 2C0 

TiMohaindiovi and be his Chayne vndirstondeth ^e, 

his hmnilify. 

that signefieth hvmylyte. 
The roar Uons an " and be b* f owie bestes In his Compenye, 

Um ftmr evsntfs- »,,. .- i-. 

lists who wrote the fowie Evangelistes signefyen sekeilye, 264 

his works snd 

minudas. that Alle his werkis wreten Echon, 

and Of his blessid Miracles Manyon 

that here Amonges ys wiowhte he, 

As thowh A dedly man he hadde be. 268 

*' Thus be the white hert vndiistonde )e 

Crist In his holy viiginite ; 

and be the fowre bestes Also 

the fowre Eyangely[8t]es pat with him gonnen go, 272 

that these Oo^ this water Owro Condyt hath be^ 

As Openly here Alle Mown 30 se. 
As Christ hath and ss blessedly As he aperith to ys herOi 
M ssssdiy to OS* As Angerly schal he In Anothir Manere 276 

he shall appear In _ . «• . ^ 

later times To tweyne p^rsones In tyme Comenge, 

^^^^^ be Aithures day that schal be kynge. 
and whiche two that they scholde be; 
Lancelot and On schal ben kwncelot f ul sekerle : 280 

Modied. 

And the tothir, Mordret schal ben his Name, 
that schal ben A man Of a wondiiful fame; 
And Into that tyme In Certein 
In this Semblaunce Aperen will he not Ageyn." 284 
Joseph's oompanj Thus As they wenten forth Talkynge, 
forest of Into y forest of Damauntes began hem brynge ; 

and whanne with-Inne that they hadden gon 
The space Of two Miles there Anon, 2S3 

and losep^ that Algates wente to fore. 
Into A weye he tomede thore^ 
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and him they Seweden Evericlion 

Al 80 &ste As ihey Cowde Gob, 292 

Tyl they Comen In to A giet Yaley when tb^ find in 

where As A gret hows syen they. 



And Whanne they Goinen to that Entre, 

Al Open the gate fere fownden he ; 296 with opm g«t6% 

but Nethir Man ne womman syen they non 

that In wolden hem letten forto gon, 

thanne forth losepA^ Innere wente. 
And Al his Gompenye reramente, 300 into which 0107 

And In to An halle he gan gon, and ibiiow joMph 

fere him they fdeweden EverichoB. * ' 

thanne A gret fyr syen they there, where bams « 

that As briht brende And as Glere SOi 

thowh Alle the bossches fere In Erthe hadde be 
Tppon A fyr I-set M Sekerle. 

And whaime this fyr that they Sye, 
Thanne Axeden fei loeepTie In hye 308 

* what myhte signefie that like fyre.' 
thus sone A vois thanne gonnen they here, ^m « Toiee mm 

ootof tbtfln^ 

and so lowde it gan to Crye 

that Alle they it herden Sekerlye, 312 

'^holy fadyr losepA^ Goddis knyht^ 

Fnlfild with the Grace Of god Almyht, 

that thon woldist Onlyche preyen for me w^ aeks joeeph 

'f ^ 1 to prey Ibr him, 

* To that good lord In Maieste, 316 

Myn Angwisch that he wolde Aslake^ *^^ ^^ i»>n 

" ^ migr be relievd hjr 

whiche I Am more worthy to take ; «»• mengr otood, 

but ^t fat he wolde Of his Mercye 

My peyne to Aleggen In sowi partye." 320 

and the voys fat there thns spak, 

Owt Of y fer it Cam wttA-Owten lak. 

thanne seide losepA^, ** fain wold I preye 
)if I wiste my lord not forto Anoye.'' 324 

''Ay quod the vois. In Alle wyse 
For me fat 30 wolde preien In joure Gyse ; 
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Jowph \Mm him 
teU how Ul> with 
him, 

whether he if 
■avd or lost. 



He taye he etiU 
hopes to hav# 
gne» throofrh the 
merqjrofOoda 



[IMS. his] 



though he set 
pfresumptttoaalj 
in the Met of 
ChriBt, 



therefore devils 
oerrid him off 
and were taking 
him to the 



when a hoi j 
hermit saw tbem. 



and made them 
drop him, 



& be pme preieie my peyne I-legged scbal be, 

tbuB troste I, losep^, Certeinle. 328 

" Do me to wetes^^" quod losep^ Ageyii^ 
" wbetbii ^ou scbole to blisae 0]»er to peyn, 
Ow)^r Eveie Mercy that f<m hopest to bave 
Of tby Cieatour tbat may tbe Save." 332 

** I ne bave not don so giet Trespas 
that I ne hope to baae botbe Mercy and gias : 
For bis Mercy, so giet It is 

to Alle tbo tbat don Amys, 336 

and they lepenten hem of bii^ Misdede, 
Anon to Mercy be wele hem lede. 
but now knowe I wel tbat tbilke same so 
tbat I Inne sat be presomtweste, 340 

It la tbat same sege to mene 
wbere as God to bis disciples Made bis Sene ; 
And I As A fals Synneie 

And dedlicb man wolde sitten tbere ; 344 

vberefoie On Me Ood took venianitce 
for myn desir & myn Miscbaunce, 
bow from tbe table pat I was left, 
And witb Ministres Of belle from jow Beft^ 348 

tbat streybt witb bem I sobolde ban gon 
Into bere depe donioun Anon. 

<< And wbanne tbey Comen Ouer tbis forest^ 
bappede An boly man Is beie be west, 352 

An boly Ermyt, & A Beligions, 
As be walkede Owt Of bis bous, — 
and zxx\] wynter Ermyt bere batb be be, 
A fal boly man In Alle degze. — 356 

And wbanne be sawb bem me so beie, 
Anon bem Alle be Contowiede tbere 
BO tbat bere tbey leten Me fidle, 
so fiiste tbennyt On bem gan Calle, 360 

and seide, 'leve ;e tbis Man tbat je bere bere. 
For Otter bim baven )e non powere; 
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For lie ne hath not jit so Moehel Misd0| 

To Endles peyne f orto go. 

For jit Mercy schal he have. 

And his Sowle schal jit he save.' 

hut this same fyr helefte wtt^ Me 

In signefiannce Of lecheiye. As je mown se; 

and thus schal Ahyden here 

tyl there Come A knyht Of gret powexe. 

That the Aventures Of the seint Graal 

To an Ende schal he hringew Al ; 

and hider f ortvne schal bringen him to Me, 

This Mer^eille here that he schal se ; 

and be the heipe Of that holy knyht^ 

Owt Of this fyr he schal be dyht. 

And thus the Good man here me tolde, 

For In that place Sitten I wolde. 

whanne y Enemyes herden him so speke. 

Anon faste from Me gonnen they to Eeke^ 

and leften me thus In this degre 

In this same Manere As je Mown se/' 

Thanne bespak Alein the Gros Anon, 
to him that In the fyr was thus son, 
and thus seide, & In this Manere, 
To him Jxrt In the fyr was theie : 
<' What Art thou that I there Se) 
whethir Man 0])er womTnan, telle pou me, 
that the Certein Myhte I knowe 
Of Alle this thing yppon A lowe." 
^ Ha I Ha ! Aleyn, quod thanne the Toys, 
I am thy Nygh Cosin that is here, Moys, 
That here In this fyr doth bieime 
For the Sege that I sat Inne, 
As je AUe goimen there Se; 
there-fore this peyne is dyht to me j 
and periorey Aleyn Cosin, I preye to y 
that thou west* to God preyen for Me, 



■she had not 
slnnd ao M to be 
004 lort. 



bottboflnlsto 
ramain on him 
UU the good 
knight oomee who 
•hell end the 
adTentoraiofUie 
Grtel, 



372 



376 



who thall Aetlver 
him from the Are. 



380 



384 



Then Aleyn Mke 
the man In the 
fire, who be la? 



388 



Thevoireanawera, 
^^^ "lamUiyc 
392 Uoya," 



396 



and aaka Alqm to 
pray for hluj. 

P ?wolt] 
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for I knowe wel that jowie preyere, 

Of God Bchal be heid, As lef and dere." 400 

Bngi. syiMT, p. Whanne that Symen^ heide this word, 

C* MS. iw h«] ^^^ ^^ ^ loBepTie thanne theie stood. 
When sjmm with a lowd vois he* gan to Cxye, 

h«an tills, he orlM 

oatendukeMoyi and hym Axede there An hye, 404 

uving and barn- " Alt thou Mois that Alt here, 

inglntbeflri. ^^ j^^ ^ ^^^^^ j^^^^ j^ ^^ j^^„ 

MojB anewen «« that I am, f adyr, Sekerly : 

and )it wers hadde comen to my body 408 

Ne hadde the holy preiere ne be 

Of an holy Ermyt ful Sekerle ; 

and thus, fadyr Symen, wtt/i-Owten les, 

To peyne hadde I gon Endles. 412 

thus to ;ow And to Chanaan now I seye^ 
aad MdTiiee him hens forward b* betters to ben In f eye : 
be better than For wote je wel, that be Synne 

and 30 greven Owre lord there-Inne, 416 

In Orettere peyne scholen ^e dwelle 

thanne I here f ele In flesch Oper felle.** 
*^ Sone Moys, quod Symen tho, 

In what Manure now may I do, 420 

from peyne me to kepen In al degre ?" 

^* Fadyr Symen, I schal tellen the : 

with jow han 30 A bodyly leche, 

that Alle goodnesse he will jow teche ; 424 

and to be deansd with 20W han ^0 that holy Bischopd 

from sin by the • 

Bishop, and to that may 30W Clensen from tayl to tope ; 
toff. ' And 30 wele werken After his lore, 

Of peyne ne sorwe felen je neuere More." 428 

In this Manure Whiles they gonne talke^ 
jowph and Aieyn losep^ and Aleyn forth gonnen walke, 
Moys. that his and setten hem down vppon here kne. 



suffering may be 



and preiden to god In Maieste 432 

' For Moys that was In peyne and wo, 
Forto Aslaken somine Of tho ; 
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And that he wolde, for his gret pite, 
his peyne Aleggen, And it wolde be.' 
and whiles they maden hero proiero, 
they syen from heyene how it Cam fere 
In semblannce Of Eyht A grot Reyn, 
and Into the f er it discended ful pleyn ; 
and a grot parl;ye thero-Offen it qweynte, 
and halfendel the flawme f aUy Asteynte. 

And whanne that this thus was IhIo, 
A fdl lowd Yoys Sette Yp Moys tho 
that Alle the Compenye it Myhte it hero» 
And thns thero seide In his Manero^ 
** Ha ! losep^, Eesten Mown ;e 
Of jonro proyeris now sekerle, 
for 30 han don Me A grot leigauiice 
Of my peynes w^t^Owten dowtauTwe. 
God 30W qwyte, thero I ne may 1 
My peynes han 30 grotly lissid this day ; 
For now, me thinketh, gon Is my peyne 
ihorwh 3onre goode proyeiis In Certayne." 
thanne there-Offen losep^ Glad was tho 
that his peynes weron Aslaked so. 

Thanne spak Symen to his sone ther, 
** Sone Moys, how seist thou Of this fer % 
schal it with the longe Endoro 1 '' 
'' Not so longe, Fadir, I the Ensure, 
as I am worthy hit forto haue ; 
For I troste to god he wil me save, 
For mero his pite and his Meroy, 
Erero lasting scholde it ben trowly ; 
but Of his Mercy And Of his pyte 
3it O^^T-wise hath he Ordeyned for me, 
and this Sorwe An Ende to brynge 
ihorwh an holy knyhtes Comenge, 
hoe Name schal be Clepid Galaas, 
hero me schal visiten In this plas^ 



436 



Th«noom6B« 
great ndn down 
440 intotlMfli^ 



and pate half of 

ilOttt. 



444 Koy* ^1* ouiy 



448 



452 and tolls them 
that hit pain is 
greatly iMMd 
through JoMpli'a 
pntyer. 



456 



Sjmen aslrt how 
long the Are thall 



460 Moye eajB, not so 
long as he 



464 



468 for a holy knight 
!• to oome. 
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JOSEPH AXD HIS 00VPAN7 OO TO SCOTLAND. 



[CH. h. 



who ihaU end tlw 
adTentoraaofthe 
Grul and Onat 
Britain, 



from hta pain. 



Than Moja tollt 
Joaeph to go 
and prtaoh tha 
Cmciflad in tha 
ooontiy. 



which 
■or«)j. 



Joaaph'swmpanj 
leare Moya in fala 
fire, and go on all 
that daj and 



andgattofi«*> 



oalld so from 
king Blooae. 
[} Vr. aMo«] 



T1i«7 ara Ibd with 

allpoMlbla 

delicadaa. 



and the Aventtiies Of y semt Graal, 

To An Ende bringen he schal ; 472 

and Alle the Ayentniee Of grete bieteyne, 

In him schal ben Ended In Certeyna 

and thanne slaken schal my dolour 

That I am Inne here In this Owr." 476 

thanne thus to losep^ there spak he, 
" Af goods holy losep^ for Chaiite 
Abydeth 30 non lengere In this place, 
but Abowtes this Gontre faste je pace, 4S0 

and precheth Ihe name Of the Crucyfye, 
for it is f ul giet Kede trewelye ; 
For Al Abowtes In this Centre 

but fals Mescreauntes pere ne be« 484 

Kow go )e forth this ilke tyde, 
and In this place moste I Abyde 
Tyl that be that holy Mannes bownte 
Al this fyr Onlich Asteynt here be." 488 

Thanne parted losep^ thens Anon, 
and his Compenye with him gonne gon j 
and Mois there belefb stille, 

and they forth wente be goddis wille 492 

Al that day and Al that Nyht. 
and On the Morwen, whiles it was lyht^ 
Owt Of y forest gonnen they gon, 
and into scotlond Entied Anon ; 496 

and 3it thouh scotlond that it were, 
It nas so Cald but for On Manere, 
but for the kyng Elcose^ ydepyd he Was, 
Whedir that they Entrede, and Into whiche plas ; 500 
and thike Kyht Alle I-herberwed they were 
In A ful gret pleyn f orsothe there, 
and whanne to soper that they weren set^ 
with Alle delicasyes they were» Eeplet ; 504 

Of what Manere thing that herte wolde Crave, 
Anon Eediliche they it there haue ; 
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So tbat it is M^rveil forto knowe 
how )Kit AUe falfild weren they Yppon A rowe. 
Except Chanaan & Symen, 
hem lakkede grace Amonges Ofer Men, 
So that thorwh p* holy yessel 
Bepleinsched weien they neu^re A del, 
that 80 In deseise was heie Abydynge 
two dayes And two Nyht with-Owten lesynge. 
And whanne they Sien that they ne were 
Not worthy heie f elischepe to Entren there. 
So with-Inne hem self gonnen they Seye 
with yegerons heite and gret Envye, 
and spoken Of heie mysaventnie, 
** It Cometh not be ys, I the EnswiOi 
but for Oore &dris Gilte to-fore, 
That semede Ciistene, &.weren not thore; 
there-fore for ys that Olde now be, 
Falleth the yesuauYMe fol Sekerle." 
" In f eith Anon, qnod Symen thanne, 
Peers that halt him so holy A manne 
£yere to Grod In Sembkunoe, 
)it haue I lengere with-Owten yaiiaxuice — 
thowh that he my ny Cosin be, 
and losep^is Also sekerle, 
^it hath he nowhere trayailled so ferre 
As I hane don In Alle Manere ; 
Ifeyer nenere for god so moche dide he 
As that I haye don now sekerle; 
and so trowe I that Al his Synne 
vppon me is beleft, bo])d more & Mynne ; 
So that trostily I beleye forsothe 
that God for my gilte njrs not wrothe." 
** Now Certes, quod Chanaan tho, 
with my bretheiyn it f areth Eyht so ; 
for here synne that thd diden here^ 
Oura bischope myht not aeiwen In non Manere, 



508 



who ll«T« BO 

graet In ttMDB, 



512 



and hAT* iMthlRK 
to est fiMT two 
dajiand nights. 



516 



They dlwan It 
belweMi tbem- 
•elvM, 



520 and nj the fholt 
Is not In thsn* 
botlnthdr 
ftithsri, who 
■Mmd Christiana 
andweranoU 



524 



Symen iijB that 
though Peers and 
Joseph eeem BO 
good* 



528 



532 



j«t he has done 
more for God 
thanthflja 

and he suiRBrs for 
their sine. 



36 



Chanaan sajs 
thathelsponlsht 
540 for his brothtnr 
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So weren they giliy, and to blame. 

So vppon me &lleth the schame ; 544 

theie-foro that je wolden ConaeOlen me 

what I fichal don In Ony d^gte." 

^ Ceites, quod Symen, wile ^ now se, 

vppon my Cosin peera avenged schal I be 546 

Er to-Morwe that it be piyme, 

that it achal be thowhte On A fnl long tyme ; 

bothe here and Ellis where 

It flchal be thowhte On In Many Manere.** 552 

** And I f onothe, qnod Ghanaam thoj 

with my bietheren the same schal I do ; 

For tjl that I hare so I-wrowht, 

Of y Seint Giaal Oete I nowht, 556 

nether non Manar Of Snstenannce 

tyl on hem fat 1 bane wrowht yeniaonoe." 
Thus to-6ederis wiowhten they two, 

whiche tomede hem After to mochel wo ; 560 

For In Wanhope weren they fiiUe, 

and Exempt from graces Alle 

Othirwise thanne they weren wont t 

thns it fyl hem In Every point; 564 

for both heaad for they gonneTi werken so gret wreche 
•ton»dUMi«fon that Alle the world ^ereOffen hadde speche, 
a^bMt^ JiTftiM aiid schal Into domesday, 

wMhmnct q^ ^^^ Felonyes Men scholen say. 568 

At Even Whanne logged Alle they were 

In A gret Medwe besides there, 

Ghanaam, In whom the devel Entred was. 

Of his felonye Bemembred In that plas ; 572 

he took his swerd bothe schaipe & kene, 
ciiMttia goM bj and be y Mone lyht pat schon so schene 
hto uraiT* ' he Aspide where his bretheren lay, 
bfoth«., Alle x\j, Sekerly and In fay. 576 

and whanne that he sawh hem liggen so, 

previliche to hem thanne gan he go. 
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klUt them one 
altar another. 



lying. 



Then he meets 
Symen, and telle 
him what be has 
done. 



and drowh Owt his swerd thus son, 

and his Owne brothir he slowh Anon, 580 

that so from On to Anothir 

he slovh Alle .xij. In pat fothir* 

and whanne he say that ded they were 

alle xg, he lefbe hem lyggeng there, 6Si 

And wente forth thanne In his weye, 

8ymen to seken Certeinlye ; 

and whanne he hadde him I-fownde, 

Of his dede he tolde him that stownde. 588 

'^ Now hanen 30 wrowht, quod symen tho, 

lik As I Myself wyle now do ; 

For Of Peers so schal I venged be 

that is My Cosin fdl Sikerle. 

Abyde me now here, quod Symen tho, 

Tyl thai A^en I come the to." 

** thou schalt me fynde, qnod Ghanaam thanne, 

yndir this Figge tre for Ony Manne." 

thanne wente Symen forth his way 
Into p* place }ere losep/ie lay ; 
For f al wel Supposede he 
that faste be him peers scholde be : 
and in his hond he bar A knyf 
Jy^rwith to Beyen peers his lyf , 
the wheche Enremyned was In that plas : 
the blad A foote long it was, 
so that knyf was f orto dowte 
For two skelis Al Abowte, 
the ton was for the Envemynenge, 
y tofer for scharpnesse wit^Owten levenge. 

Whanne Symen was Comen J>ere peers lay, 
and verrayly In fat Compenye him say, 
AnoR he lefte there vpd his knyf 
him to ban Slayn with-Owten stryf ; 612 

but At that tyme hadde he non powere, 
what for drede and what for fere; batinUsWght 

ORAAL. — YOL. II. 17 



592 



596 



600 Symen f^oes to 

kill Peon, Willi a 
polsond knifo. 



604 a foot lon^ in Uie 



608 

When Symen 
eees Peers lying. 



he llftii hie knife 
to kill him. 
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PIBRS IS 8TABD. 8YMBN IS TAKBK TO JOSEPH. 



[CH. U 



■triket bim 
throagh Um 



thA 



who teln SyniMi 
and bring him 
toJowph. 



Th«n Clianatti's 
twelve brotliera 



UldUMNiS SIM* 



Bran telb JoMph 
that GhanMn't 
brothflnareall 



bat Into the Brest there he him smot 

that ful sore In his body there hot. 616 

For it ne was not Goddis wille 

that so falsly he scholde him spille ; 

So that thorwh the scholdere it Cam there 

A large handful and wel More. 620 

and whanne pers felte Al this 

that so was hvrt with-Owten Mjb, 

Anon ful lowde he gan to Crye 

« Ha I help, God, for now I deye." 624 

thanne wook the peple Ryht Anon, 
And to Peers fere gonne they gon. 
And Azeden him ho haddd so I-do, 
And he seide ^* Symen," and no Mo. 628 

So symen tooken they In that stede, 
and to-foren losep^ gonnen him lede, 
and Azeden losepAa what they scholden do 
that In this Maneie Peers dyde Slo. 632 

And whiles Of this that they gonne speke, 
A ful gret Compenye Cam there Eeke, 
that )>* x\j bretheryn hadden I-fownde, 
The Whiche Weren slayn In that StoWnde ; 636 

and so gret deol they maden Certeinle 
as thowh Al the world to-fom hem ded hadde be. 

And whanne that Bron Sawh this Syht> 
To losep/id he wente Anon Eyht 640 

Ful sore wepenge, and Makyng Mone, 
^* Sire, he seide, Cometh with me Anone, 
and )e scholen sen the Bewfullest syht 
that £yere ^e syen, I schal 30W plyht> 644 

Of the xij bretheien Of Chanaan 
that here lyn Slayn, Every Man; 
and I ne wot ho hath it I-do, 
where-fore, Sire, myn herte is wo." 6-48 

Whanne losep^ thus him speke herde, 
As A woful man thanne he ferde. 
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and tliedirward wente he ful sone 
to Ben what thing pat pere was done, 
whanne Into pat place he was Come?! ihero 
As Alle these xij bietheren ded theytwere, 
thanne thus gan he to seyn, 
^' Ha ! thou enemy. Of falsnesse ful pleyn^ 
why hast pon thus hero now wrowht 
with goddis peple that Gylted the nowht! 
A, Mercy, lord, ful Evel haue I do to the 
Of thike peple that thou he-took me, 
that thus faMy heie hen ded ! 
A, goode lord, Mercy now In this steed ! " 

thanne comanded he Symen Anon pere 
to-f om him Comen In Ony Manero : 
'^ Symen, ^od losep^, ho hath this do ? " 
thanne Anon Auswerid symen tho, 
<< Chanaam, here brothir, hath hem sleyn, 
I sey now, sire losep^. In Certayn." 
" Whero is he, qnod losep thanne, 
that like false Cnrsede ManneT' 
'' Sire, he seide, yndir ^one figge tre 
pere wolde, he seide, Abyden Me." 

thanne Comaonded losep^ Anon 
that thedir his Meyne scholde gon. 
Anon forth wenten they verament 
to fuliillen his Gomandement, 
and Comen to the figge tre ; 
per f ownden they Chanaam Sekerle, 
and, whethir he wolde Owther non, 
To-f om losep^ they dyden him gon. 

and whanne losep^ gan him beholde, 
he wepte and Syghede Many folde, 
<< Ha I Chanaam, why hast pon thus falsly do, 
Thy x]g hretheren thus f orto slo, 
that to the world weren goode Men 
and worthy knyhtes Everychon 1 " 



652 



656 



JoMphgOMtO 



I that 

be bad not taken 

660 better care of the 

people entrusled 

to him. 



664 



668 



Then he asks 
Symen who 
has done it ; 

and Symen 
betray* CI 



672 



and tclla where 
he is. 



Joeeph sends to 



676 



680 



and asks him 
why be marderd 
684 his brothers P 
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" and 3if I haoe thuB hem Slayn, 
chinun mji h* Me Bepenteth not In Certeyn." 688 

doM not repMit __ 

hATiogmardnd '^ What WHS thj^ Caufie thou dydest so!" p pu»3 

** Siie, I schal telle the Er that I go. 

this was pleinliche the Cause why : 

for Often haue I sein Openly 692 

forttwy w«n More goodnesse God hath for hem wrouht 
uiii, thanne for me which that he howht; 

for Every day Beplemsched they were. 

Of the holy gost Alle in fere, 696 

aD4M,wheiiiM and I for himger nygh ded was, 

WM djrloif of 

hii]«tr. For Of y seint Graal haue I non gras.** 

Joseph uka hoir ** A, quod losep^, thou wikkedo Manne, 

DO QANd diO Mk 

Why dorstest thou don so thanne 700 

sethen God hem lovede hettere than the ; 

how dorstest Jnra so don In Ony d^re! 

For it was the worsts deede 

that Euere Man dyde In Ony stede. 704 

uidpnyiibra Wherfore I preye to Owre Saviottr 

That som tokenenge he wyl sende ^8 Owr 
from hMTon On the f orto doon worldly yeniaunoe 
Bg«iiut chuMiu y^^ ^^ ^^j ^^^^ ^^ ^_j^ Mischaunce." * 708 

▲ Toioe fhnn Thus sone A Yoys there Cam Anon 



Bba that they it vndirstoden Eyerychon, 

OTofflrtfld tot thfltf - « « 1 1 V 

men. ** do je be hem hard luggement 

As 30 mown Acorden be ^oure Entent. 713 

For the luggement Of the high devyne 
wyle that hard luggement to hem propyne." 
And whanne that they this words herde. 
As in gret loye AUe they Ferde, 716 

In that Oure lord to hem gan sende 
how they scholde werken to the Ende, 
and that they hadden deservyd to ben ded 
thorwhe hete fids werkyng In that Sted. 720 

Anon whanne the day I-sprongen was, 

wtoattMBon ^^ ^ Sonne schon In Eveiy plas, 
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732 



736 



ihanne seide losephs to his CompenyOy 

*'Taketh 30 these tweyne men hastelje, 724 

and loketh that 3e don hem to Inggement 

For here desert And here Entent 

For certein me Semeth In My wyt 

that they han wel desemt It" ' 728 

thamie Seiden they to losep^ Agein, 

** Siie^ moche hetteie Conne 36 In Certein 

hym f orto demeit, thaniie Connen we, 

what Inggement they scholden hane In Al degre." 

thanne qnod losep^ to hem thanne : 

'^ I ne wil not Medlen Of these Menne ; 

bnt 3e that worthy knyhtes hanen been^ 

and Many Ayentores hanen 30 seen, 

and now goddis knyhtes been 30 Alle, 

demeth 30 what of hem schal be-fedle ; 

and that Afber the worldis Inggement 

that 3e demen hem bothe After 3our0 Entent." 740 

And whanne they herden losep^^ thns sein, 
thanne to Cownseyl wenten they fnl pleyn, 
and Echo Of Other Can to Enqweren, 
what best were to don Of theke Men there, 
and what Inggementes it Myhte be. 
to pntten hem to dethe, thns Spoken hee ; 
and whanne they weren Alle At On Acord, 
They tolden it to losep^^ Every word, 
thanne seide losep^ to hem f ol sone, 
^ Goth, doth thanne that 30 han to done ; 
for I sey to 30W, that As be Me 
Nothing there-Offen distorbled schal be." 752 

thanne tooken they these Men Anon, 
and ladden hem forth to-form hem Echon, 
and bow[n]den here hondes hem behynde 
As for men That fals weren and vnkynde, 756 

and Comannded that two pyttes Anon to Make 
' MS. losepa^ with oontraotion mark ctvecp. 



JoMphUdiUa 



think he tboold 



both* pots th« 
mattar Into ttMir 
h«ida,todou 
they think rtght. 



Thenth^oon- 
eolt together. 



744 



748 andtellJoeeph 
their dedBlon. 



He oonflnnB their 
jadgment. 
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8TMEN IS CARRID OFF BT^TWO FLAKIirO KSK. 



[CH. L. 



ud they take the 
two men end 
bury them up to 
the chin iii two 
piU. 



Two flaming men 
come flying flrom 



take np Bymen, 
and fly off with 
him. 

DMfTS] 



But where thej 
take hlin to, 
no one knowe, 

and my Maater 
8ire Robert de 
Borron aaye 
nothing about It^ 



but it ihall be 
explaind fartlier 



For theke tweyne vntrewe menties sake. 
and Anon they weren I-put theie-Inne 
both vp stondyng Evene to tiie Chjnne. 

and thanne behelden Alle they Anon 
To-ward the Bern of Gales Echon, 
and they Syen Come Fleyng In the Eyr, 
and faste toward is hem they gonne Eepeyr, 
and lyk As tweyne briddes they Comen fleynge, ^ 
Tweyne men to-gederis Embraced, brennenge 
as thowh it were In flawmes Of fyr so Bed, 
Swiftly they Comen In to that sted ; 
as it hadde ben A wyndes blast 
These two Men thider Comen Li hast. 
And token Symev^ Openly In here syht, 
And with hym forth token they here flyht ; 
In to the same Centre that they Comen fro 
fajste with hym gonnen they go ; 
but In to what place, telleth this storye, 
Wo man Can seyn ne tellen Certeinlye ; 
IS'ethir my Maister Sire Roberd de borron 
Of theke poynt ne telleth nethir skele ue resoun, 
Ke Entermeteth him not In non degre 
whider they him bare Certeinla 
but whanne that Cometh bothe tyme & spaa^ 
More scholen je heren Of this Caa 
Openly declared to jonre Ere, 
So that 3e scholen it yndiistonden more Clere. 

Wow leveth Of Symen this Storye, 
And to Chanaam storye doth he hye. 



7G0 



764 



res 



li'L 



rso 



784 



CHAPTEK LI. 

OF THE FATB OF OHANAAN, AKD OF PIEBS's WOUND. 

Chanaan, having been firmly barid in his pit np to Uhs 
slionlders, with his hands tied l}ehind him, bei^ina to 

* Before, Sym/>9t, p. 215, 1. 52, and 8yin^», p. 256, 1. 503, &c 
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repent (p. 268-4), and prays to Christ to pardon him, and 
to Joseph to pray for him (p. 264-5). He then begs the 
people to unbind his hands that he may raise them in 
prayer to God (p. 265), and to boiy him near his brethren 
if he dies before Joseph leaves the country, because then 
passers-by will pray for his soul (p. 266). His friends 
take pity on him, and unbind his hands (p. 266), and 
make tombs for his twelve brethren, and one for him when 
be dies (p. 266-7). Joseph says a sword must be set on all 
the tombs (p. 267) ; and comforts Piers (p. 268), whose 
wound his friends had made worse with herbs (p. 268). 
Next morning a sword is seen set on each tomb by no 
earthly hand (p. 269), and upon Chanaan's tomb a fire 
(p. 269). Joseph predicts that Lancelot shall extinguish 
the fire (p. 269-70), and that Galahad shall free Symen, 
Chanaan, and Moys (p. 270). Pharans stays behind (p. 
270), and builds a chapel in Balaan's country, where he 
can pray for Chanaan (p. 271), and Piers is left with him ; 
the rest start off (p. 271). Piers grows worse, to Phanuu^s 
great distress (p. 271-2). As Piers's wound gets worse and 
worsen he begs Pharans to take him to the nearest sea ; 
which Pharans does, on assbaek (p. 272), and puts him 
on board of a ship that they find there (p. 273). Piers 
begs Pharans to go back and leave him alone (p. 273-4) ; 
tbey commend one another to God, and Piers sails off 
(p. 274). 

Now bauen je herd bow that this Staiye 
Of Symev hath declared M Openlye, 
bow forth Into the Eyr that be was boie 
In Alle hexe Sybtes that there wore, 4 

wheie-Offen Abasched they weren Echon, 
that word Amongea hem was ^ere Non ; 
and after hym they lokede wel faste^ 
but with-Inne A schoit while he wafl paste 8 

fill Clene Owt Of Alle here Sybt^ synm dtnppMn 

So that Of bym Sawh Neucre A wybt. *""* '^^^ 

And whanne Owt Of here Sybte that he was Gon, 
Tlianne to Chanaams pyt Gomen they Anon, 12 

and him thus sone pntten tbeie-Inne, 
and him bedel ven, and wolde not blynne, Ttwy bary 

Chitnaan, with hit 

and berto bis bandis be-hinden him I-bownde hMda bound 

_ ,^ behind him. 

In ^e pyt vp stonding At that stownde ; lo 

and the Erthe they beten Abowtes hym faste. 
As thowgb that Evere it scbolde han laste. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2(5 1 CHANAAN 00NFBS8TW HIS BINS TO JOSEPH, [CH. LT. 

up to hu that 80 to the scholdres I-Closed was he, 

■houUlen In *!»• , - 

earth. and faste oedolven ful sekerle. 20 

Whanne Ghanaam thxis Aiayed was, 

he wiete wel to deyen In that plas. 

Of him selyen he hadde ful gret pyte 

In swich A man^ that deyen scholde he, 24 

He begins to and bo-gan to wepen ful sore 

repent) 

Md to uunrnit his f or his xnysdede he hadde don there. 

erildeed. 

and whanne that loseps to-fom him gan gon, 

To-waides him his face he tomede Anon, 28 

And thus to loseps he gan to Say, 

Ful sore weping that Hke day. 
When he sees " holy fadyi losep^,^ herkene thou Me, 
confese^ his sios Of thing that I schal tellen the. 32 

holy fadir I Synned I haue wel sore, 

and gret penance to sufi&en there-fore ; 

For I haue fowle Mistaken Me 
sftftinst Qod and botho Ajenst my god and Aaens the ; 30 



uiRn 



and. as no Rinner but jit SO gret was neuero Synnere 

repents In vain, * » , . , , ^ « 

that In this world was boren here, 
but jif that Mercy he scholde haue 
Of his God, and he wolde it crave 40 

with stedfast herte, and his synnes sory, 
he prays Christ thanuo God Ou hym wile hauen Mercy ; 

to remember him, , - -r , i i r* 

and J^erfore I beseche to god my Savyour 

that is Medicyne to Alle dolour, 4 1 

that he wolde, for his Rihtwos pyte 

and for his large Mdrcy, to rewen On Me, — 

as that bothe pyte and £k Mercye 

In him ben herberwed ful loyntlye, — iS 

that' he ne wolde for myn hygh falsnesse 

My synnes to Bepotten In this distresse : 

and to save htm but ss lyhUy as A fadyr Eche Owr 

"■"son.**'**'*' wyle Bennen his sone forto Socowr, 52 

So preye I to that wortihy Lord now here 
of Mercy and grace In Alle Manere, 

* MS. loBep, with oontraotion mark arerp. 
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and that he wolde not lesen Me, 

Ke forsaken Myn Sowle for his pite 

which that he bowhte Yriih his precions hlood 

thorwh his hard deth vppon the Bood ; 

and As Of Mercy and pite he Is the Eote^ 

So to myn Synfnl Soole he do bote. 

and thou fadir losep^e, As I wel knowe 

as for An holy Fadyr In Every throwe, 

that thou wost so now preyen for me, 

so ^ot thorwgh thy preiere the bettere myhte be, 

that jif Eoere Of synnere be hadde Mercye, 

On me mercy to haue, to him now I Crye ; 

and thon for me, losep^e, now preye Also, 

so )>at I be not dampned for Evere Mo I 

and what peyne Oper puigatorye that Euere it be 

that to me he wil Ordeyne for Myn disloyalte, 

I wele it Besceyven ful paciently, 

and Only trosten In his gret Mercy, 

So that at the day Of luggement 

that I be nethir dampned ne schent, 

but Meknesse to Me to schewen that day, 

and deliueren Me from that spitous fray, 

and not with the dampned forto dwelle, 

whiche Euerelastyngly Scheie ben In helle.** 

and whanne Alle this he hadde Lspoke, 
thanne vppon the peple he gan to loke, 
and hem ful faste be-gan to preye 
with Sorweful herte and weping Eye, 
and preide hem " In worschepe Of his Creatour 
his handes to Onbynden In that Our, 
that vpwardis to God he myhte hem holde, 
And Of Mercy him preyen Manifolde 
whiles that I haue here bothe lyf and space « 
To besechen god of his specyal grace ; 
and for the love of lesus, jif so be-fftlle 
that I here deye to-fom 30W Alle 



56 Hepraytfor 

mercy on hiatonlt 
which Chrirt 
boDght with hto 
hard death on the 



60 



64 



He aeke Joaeph 
^Q to pray that his 
Oo aool may not be 

k>6^ 



72 



hot dellTerd at 
the last d«y. 



76 



80 



Then weeping, 

he pnys them to 
anblnd his hands 
84 that he may raUe 
them in prayer^ 



88 
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Er that je passen from this Contre^ 
andabotobvrj thanne that «e wolden beiren Me 92 

brotiMrawhnh* Amydois nij bretheren Evenchon 

that I 80 falsely to hem hane don. 

*' And welen ^e now knowen the Cause why 

that I }ow preye here so hertely % 96 

Is for this Cause, I telle )ow Echon : 
for an vbo pMt For As Manjre as he this weye don gon, 
prv far them and for my hietheien welen they pieyen thanne, 
fbr hia MNii. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ Sowle Every Manne, 100 

that God wolde foijeven it Me 

My woildly Giltes In Eche degre ; 

and to jow Alle I preye now here. 

As to my bretheiin bothe lef and dere, 104 

that for me je "Wolden so preye 

to that lord that Sit On hye, 

* On Me swich yeniance to taken In this place, 

that at the day Of dom I myhte han grace, 108 

that hit aina may and for^evenesse Of myn Misdede ; ' 
givan. l^ow, goode bretheren, for me thns that ;e bede, 

so that At the day of Inggemens 

It be forjeten In his presens, 112 

and that he wolde forjeyen it to me 

that I hane wrowht so gret disloyalte." 
Whanne he hadde Mad thns his preyere, 

Alle his bretheryn that there were, 116 

Thej pity Of hym hadden fid gret pyte 

Clianaan, ^ ., . .-, . « 

For that so sore thanne wepte he, 
and fulfilden Anon his Byddynge, 
and unbind hia and ynbowndcn his handis aftir his Askynge ; 120 

haiidB, 

and after hia & there AmyddiB his bretherin twelye 

death, bory him 

with Ills brothma. they him begroyen As he desired him-selye ; 
And On Eche brothir Aftyr his kynde 
Of the beste ston that they Cowde fynde^ 124 

and Of Marbil they weren Echon 
Also ferforth As thei mihten it don ; 
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and Tppon Chanaaniy whanne he was ded, 

they leydeii An nothir In that sted, 128 

and vppon Eche A ston was wreten the Name 

Of the twelve bretheien there Alle In same ; 

& vppon Chanaam they wreten A scripture 

Kyht In this Maiiere, I 30W Enswre^ 1 32 

''here lyth Chanaam Of lerosalem In Certain 

that his twelve bretherin falsly hath Slayn ; " 

and Alle In that Cyte weren they bore. 

As 36 ban me herd Rehersen before. 136 

And whanne they hadden thus I-do, 
thanne of losephes^ Azeden they tho, 
^if he wolde Owht remeven that like day. 
thanne Anon losep^^ to hem Seydo, " Kay, 140 

bat here scholen we dwellen Echon 
Tyl that this day be Al Agon, 
For A gret thing that Nedful Is, 
that behoueth to be don witA-Owte?i M) s. 144 

" Ful wel je knowew, as je mown sen, 
that Alle these, worthy knyhtes ban ben ; 
there- fore wile I that £ch Of hem bane 
A signe here I-Mad vppon his grave, 148 

In signefiauroce that knyhtes they were, 
& this schal be don whiles we ben here." 
thanne Azeden they what syne it scholde be, 
** On Eche tombe A swerd, he seide, Sekerle, 152 

In signefiaunce Of hem that lyn there, 
that In here dayes so worthy knyhtes were ; 
For Man schal non passen be this way 
that theke swerdis scholen taken Away." 156 

thanTie thns fdlfild they his Comanndement 
that he hem had there present 

That Nyht lyen they Alle In Certayn 
there As the twelve bretheren weren slayn ; 160 

and there Amonges hem In that stownde 
they gonnen to serchen peerses' wounde ; 



Thf7 put nUiiUe 
tomb* OT«r 
Chanaan and hit 
brotiMn, 



saying who they 



all man. 



endof cbaptor] 
JoMph dMiret to 
remain then Uiat 
day. 



in- thert Is tUll 
Bomatiiiiif to hs 



Be bids Uiem pnt 
each knight's 
sword on his 
tomb, and no man 
sball be able to 
remove them. 



They examine 
Piers's wouud. 
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PUBS 8 WOUND aBTS WOBSB. 



[CEL LI. 



and put iMite to 



terribly, 

and hit woand 



and whazme they hadden wel loked there-Onei 

They seiden that heljd he scholde ben aone ; 164 

So pat to the wonnde they putten As they stood 

awich thing As hem thowhte scholde be good ; 

but theie-Offen thanne deceyved they were. 

For but litel kepa token they theie 168 

how that the wounde Envemyned was, 

they Gowde it not Aspyen In that plasy 

00 that for th'envemyneng Of that wounde 

they putten IS'on Medicyn that stoWnde ; 172 

batthqrdomoTO so that thei deden hym More harm than good ^ 
In tiiat plyht tho As it there stood : 
For Anon as they hadden Anoynt him so 
with thing that Ck)ntrarye was therto, 176 

thus sone his flesch be-gan to brenne. 
So that mochel peyne suffirede he thenne ; 
and thanne more Angwisch hadde he thore 
thanne Evere he suf&ede Ony iyme before, 180 

so that he wende Siker to han ben ded 
For peyne that he sufirede In that sted. 

thanne to losep/^ Anon spak he, 
** leye Sire, how may this now be % 184 

these herbes don me but distresse, 
II sey )ow, Sire, In Sekemesse ; 
for I am Sykkere thanne I was before, 
and £k my wounde manyfold more sore.^ 188 

thanne Answerid losepA^ that was so hende, 

jMeph oomibiti and seide, " Piers, my swete frende ; 
"*' I preie jow, dismaye jow non thing, 

For Oure lord ;ow schal sende good Counseillyng, 192 

andpromiMBtiut and of jouro Syknesso Al hoi to be^ 

better. I Sey JOW, brother, ful sekerle." 

Thus In this Maner losepA^^ there 

Coumforted piers In his Manere ; 1 96 

■ The Ma has Tn. 

* This, and the same word in this Chi^>ter, are in the MS. 
loseps, with a heavy stroke over ihepi. 



He oomplalna to 
JowphoThlfl 
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andy for dismayed he scholde not be, 

losepAes And Alle his Compeyne 

that day and that l^yht Abyden stUle 

In Coumfortyng of Peis, — ^this was his wille, — 200 

and Ek Also for that irery they were 

For makeng Of theke tombes there ; 

go that Nyht token they heie Eeste 

as Iosep^6S and his Compenie likede beste. 204 

Tppon the morwen whanne they gonTse Else, 
they wondrede Sore In heie gyse ; 
whanne the tombes they gonne beholde. 
In here hertes the marveilled many folde. 208 

For On Eche A tombe they gonne to se 
A swerdy And dounward the poynt sekerle, 
which nenere Erthly hand there sette : 
this was gret Marveil to here witte ; 212 

and Tppon Chanaams tombe they sye 
Gret fyr brenneng fal trewelye, 
as drye bnsches they hadden I-be, 
So lyht I-brende tho M Sekerle. 216 

Whanne they beheld this Aventure, 
they Azeden of losepA^ which hadde Cure 
' whethir this fyr scholde lasten longe, 
0])er Endelesly there stille to A-fonge.' 220 

** I schal )ou seyn, qnod losep^ thanne, 
to Assoille 3owre qwestiown lik As I kanne. 
this Fyr Algates ne schal not bremie, 
but Cesen it schal, but ;e neten whenne, 224 

For it ne May not ben now Anon 
Tyl that A knyht here gynne to gon, 
the wheche A syimere & luxorious schal be, 
but ^t schal he ben Of gret bownte, ' 228 

passynge Al his Compenye, 
As that I sey jow Certeynlye ; 
and here that knyht In his Comenge 
Schal Asteynte this fyr wtt^Owten lesioge ; 232 



Theeompany 
•tay another day 
and olgbt there. 



In the luumlng 



they find svordi 
put on nil the 
tombe, pointa 
downwarda. 



and on the tomb 
of Chanaan a great 
fire baruiug. 



They uk Joeeph 
if the fire ahall 
bom Cor ever? 



He aaya ft ahall 
be put out by a 
knight^ 
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and not Only be his Owne giaoe, 

but for that Grod wile schewen In eche place 

To A Man woischepe Of Cheualiye, 

thus Grist here wile don Sekerlye, 236 

oiUd Lanetiai, hos Name schal be Clepid Lawncelot^ 

I it 30W telle, for ^e ne wot ; 
of whom •hall bt and Of hym there schal sprymre 

born the bMt ^ , , , , ^ \Z , 

[leaf 77J The beste knyht That Evere Was levynge, 240 

koljfhtof Um 

world, to whom Oure lord schal schewen his Myht 

More thanne to Ony Othir Erthly knyht ; 

For thorwh his Eeligious lyvenge 

hym schal befalle ful Many A ihenge ; 244 

whoiiuUendtiM For Alle the Aventures Of grete bretay^ige 
omt Briuia. In that knyht Schal behappen In Certayngne 

Passing Ony Othyr knyht, — 

sweche Aventures to hym ben dyht, — 248 

Hii nuM ihtu bt Hos Name, I telle aow, Galath schal be 

OaUhad, ^ 

In baptesme I-Cleped ful SykerLe. 
and he shall ^ whlchc Galath deleveren schal Certayne 

llvor Symeny 

MojB, and cha- bothc Symev And Moys Owt Of peync, 252 

naan. out of ihair 

paiof and Also Ghanaam deliu^red schal be 

Owt Of his peyne, As I telle the ; 

And Alle these thinges scholen befalle 
in tha tiuM of In kynges tyme bat Ai'thour men scholen Calle." 256 

ArUmr the King. 

Thus tolde losep^^ to his Compenye 
Of Many diu^rs Marveilles that scholdo be, 
lyk as Crist to hym discou^ed hadde 
As In that Centre his Feleschepe he ladd& 2G0 

this same day whanne he hadde thus sold, 
Pien Is itiu sick, his disciple Pers ful sik him leyd ; 
Anothar dtadpia and Also Anothir Abod there stille 

calld Phanna ^ . 

FulJiche be his Owne good wille, 204 

whiche Pharans hyhte, and A preest was, 
ful stille Abod he In that plas, 
wishaa to staj and there Alle dayes Of his lyve wolde he d welle, 

For Owht that Ony man Cowdo to hym spelle, 268 
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where that A Chapel he gan to Arere, 

Eu^rj day his Masse to syugen there, 

to preyen his lord^ for his pyte, 

On Chanaans Sowle to han Merce. 272 

and thus dyde Pharans be his Owne Entent, 

For that he sawh Chanaams there present 

Of Sorewful herte and gret Bepentaonce 

that him behapped swich A myschauTtce, 276 

and be his lyve Eepentyng here 

Of his Misdedis tho Alle In fere. 

And thus belefte Pharans there behinde, 
Eor that Chanaams Sowle he wolde hauen In Minde ; 
And Anon A Chapel he gan to Aiere, 
his Masse and preieris to seyn Inne there ; 
whiche Chapel, On Balaans let fere dyhte, 
that In thike Contre was Man Of Myhte, 284 

whiche Balaans Af tyr Con^ertyd was 
thorwgh Pharans Counseil In that plas, 
and Besceiued the Cristene lay, 
and ^ere-Inne lyvede ful Many a day. 288 

so that vppon the Morwe thei token here lome, 
loeephea, and with him Al his Compeyne, 
Saof Only Pharans belefte behynde, 
and with this Piers that was so kynde 292 

be Encheson that hurt he was, 
and ne myhte not Meven Owt Of that plas ; 
For he ne mihte not sewen his Compenye, 
So Syk and sor he was trewelye. 29G 

And thns beleften they bothe In-same, 
Pharans and Piers with-Owten blame. 

This piers, that hart wad so sore, 
Everyday gan Apeyren More and More 300 

that he wende Sykeily ded to han be, 
for non Othir Eekewre treoly knew he, 
that so wttA-Inne the thre f erste dayes 
he was apeiredlnful Many weyesj 304 



andboildaolup*!. 



to pray for 
Quuuaii'i MHiL 



One Balaans helpt 
to build the 



and la converted 
to the Cluriattan 



Joaeph and IHs 
companj depart, 
leaving Pien mid 
Pharana behind. 



Piers grows daily 
worse, and expecta 
to die. 
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272 FIEBS WAXES WOBSB, AND 00£S TO THE SEA. [CH. LI. 

Phanuu doM not So that this PbaraDS ne knew non boote 

know vhiit to do 

for pion. Of his wounde, nethir Cold ne hoote, 

but Every day it wax weise than Oper : 
Thus thowghte Pharans Of Piers his brother. 308 

and whanne Piers beheld Al this, 
that Of his peynes he myhte hauen non lys, 
thanne gan this Piers to wepen ful sore^ 
For pyte that of him self he hadde thore, 312 

and that he Sawgh he schulde dye 
For defawt Of leche-craft Sekerlye. 

thanne seide Piers to Pharans tho, 
'' I se wely brothir, it wele non Oj>er wyse go, 316 

For it is not his wille that may me save 
that here myn helthe I scholde haue ; 
where-fore I preie 30W, my brothir dere, 

fuid uks phuww That to the nexte se ae beren me here, 3:10 

to take him to the 

am, and whanne to-gederis there that we be, 

thanne Othir GownseU vs May be se, 

thatbomiqrget So that I schsl not here Abyde, 

but In to Anothir Contre me moste glyde ; 324 

Fox wel je knowen, myn Owne brothir, 
that Everyday I am wers than Othir. 

Whanne Pharans herds thus his Mone^ 
For Borwe In herte he gan to grone, 328 

and seide ' to his power In Alle thinge, 
that to the See he scholde hym bringe.' 
so that Pharans purchased him that ilke day, 
and vppon the Morwe, the sothe to say 332 

Pharanaboyiui that he hadde geten hym An Asse, 

"^ whiche that gret Ese to Pyers it wasse^ 

pats Pien on it» and sette me pers vppon his bak, 

whiche was deseised wtt^Owten lak, 336 

and ukM him aa and SO him ladde thanne to the See 

wellM^hecanto ^ ^^ ^g^y ^ it Mihto tho be. 

and whanne thedir they weren I-gon, 

Man nethir beste sien they non, 310 
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but Onlicbe A vessel Eedilicho I-dyht, 
where-offen y Seyl was vpe Tpyht, 
and the vessel Al Eedy forto go 
In to what Contre it scholdo tho. 

and whaiine that Piers this vessel say, 
he thankede God that ylke day. 
For he thowhte wel In his Entent 
that Grod for him thider hadde it sent. 
thanTie seide he to Pharans there, 
" Tak me down, my brothir dere, 
and pntte me In to this vessel Anon, 
and Into the See thanTze let it Gon, 
Into what party e Owther Ony Contre, 
For Aftyr goddis wille it Mot be, 
where that bote I hope to fynden trewlye 
and kenmng^ of myn grete Maladye." 

Thanne gan Pharans to wepen ful sore, 
and seide to Piers his brothir thore, 
" wilen je me thus leven A lone, 
And be ^oure selven In this vessel forth gone, 
and vppon hape neuere Comen Ageyn, 
and perto wtt^O»te» Compenyel it is In veynl 
And therto so syk As je be I 
Now Certein, brothir, it Marveilleth me I 
and therfore, dere brother, I 30W preye, 
so let me with 30W gon In this weye," 
" Putte me In the vessel, quod Piers Anon, 
and whanne that 30 han so I-don, 
thanne schal I tellen jow myn Entent 
of that ^e Axen me here present." 

Thanne Anon this Pharans thar. 
Piers Into that vessel there bar ; 
and whanne that he hadde so I-^o, 
Anon Piers to pharans spak vnto : 
* " Now, goods dere pharans, and f rend, 
Owt of this vessel that je Wend ; 



vhere tiiey find a 
veaael with aailB 



344 



Piera ihMiks God, 



348 



bids Pharui put 
him luU> the tdiip, 

352 and then let it go 
outtoaea. 



356 [^ Fr. fforitoH] 



Pharan Is very 

unwilling to let 

360 Pien go alone. 



364 

and is veiy 
anxious to go 
with liiin. 



368 



Piers gets Pharan 
to carry hiin into 
372 the ship. 



376 



and then he bids 
Pharan go away. 



OBAAL. — ^VOL. U. 
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for ^e hauen fuMld myn talent^ 

My wyl and Al myn hole Entent; 

and hens Alone now schal I go, 
and ratani tohb And )Q ^oure Chapel A^en vnto, 380 

and pnjsof 8o that eoeriday )e mown for me preye 

^ that God Into swiche place me ConTeye, 
ihafthanuij and that into swiche contre Comen I mote^ 

mover his hMlth* 

Of my Maladye to hanen some bote.' 384 

[> rr,ioMpk0} and jif je my lord losepA^^ seen Er I, 
Gomaunde me to hym ful hertyly, 
H« to tiio to tdi and telleth him holiche In Alle detsre 

JoMphwbiU ^ 

hM haiipend how that it stont now with Me, 388 

if lk« MM him 

boftm PtondoM and Ncdis that I Moste thus do 
^ )if that Ony hele me Gome vnto ; 

For Onliche In god I me affye, 

Myn helthe to fynden ful trewelye.'^ 392 

And thus Pharans Owt of the schipd gan gon, 

Ful sore wepinge thanne there Anon 

For the grete pite that he hadde 

Of piers that Into y schipe he ladde. 396 

pien and Phaian and Ek Piers there wepte Also 

weep bitterlj at ^ 

parting from eauii whaniic they dcpartyd ^ere bothe two ; 

for piers In dowte was to deye ; 

so he supposid fill sekerlye. 400 

thus £ch of Othir took here leve, 

and betawhte god bothe morwe and Etc ; 

thus kysten they yere bothe In fere, 

and Ech oper Gomanded to here preiere, 404 

For Eche knew oper thanne ful wel 

As goode men to God Every deL 

and whanne Pharans Owt tho wente. 

Piers thanne wepte with good Entente ; 403 

^ and the wynd In the Seil was Anon, 
wudhgoes&cth and Lito the See Made the Schipe gon : 

intotheMi^ 

& thus sone with-Inne A stownde, 

There As Pharans stood On the grounde, 412 



of the ship, 
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Nethir the yessel ne piers he ne say. 

So fer Into the see he wente that day. 

aad whanne that Pharans Mjht Se no rnoie^ 

vppon his Asse he wente yp there, 

and to his Chapel he wente Agayn^ 

ful sore weping In certayn 

for that Piers so from him was gon, 

& he dwelde ]>ere stille thanne Anon. 

Kow leveth here Pharans storie, 
& forth to Pers it doth hye, 
to tellen of his Aventure 
and of his helthe, I 30W Ensure. 



and dlMppeara 



416 Pharan returns to 
his chapel, and 
remaius Uiare. 



420 



Th« story goes 
bock to Pieis. 



424 



CHAPTEE LII. 



or FIBBS 8 ADVENTURES. HOW HE IS OUBBD, AND BBATS 

KINO OBOAWS, KILLS KINQ MABAHANS, MABRIEB 

CAMTLLB, BBOBTS HBBLAWNT, AND IS BUBID. 

PierB*0 ship carries bim to the land of the Pagan king Orcaws 
(p. 277), whose daughter is playing on the shore ; she 
comes on board, pities him, and wishes her father's 
Christian prisoner could cure him (p. 277-8). Piers begs 
her to get him some relief (p. 279), and her damsels 
propose to take him down by the water, through her 
garden, and up to her chamber, where the Christian leech 
can cure hhn (p. 280-1). They do this, though it makes 
Piers think he shall die (p. 281). Then they get the 
Christian prisoner out of prison (p. 281). He has Piers 
carried into the praiel, and sees that his wound is 
poisond (p. 288), but heals him within a month (p. 284). 
Kow, Sang Marahans of Ireland comes to .disport him 
with King Orcaws, and a traitor butler poisond his son 
(p. 284) ; this, Marahans thought was Orcaws's doing ; so 
he impeaches Orcaws of treason to King Luce of Great 
Britain, whereupon their gages are cast before the Parlia- 
ment at London, and the day of battle fixt (p. 284-6). 
Orcaws*s brother wonH fight for him, as he knows that 
Marahans is stronger than he himself is (p. 285). 80, to 
find out his best baron, Orcaws proclaims that one of 
Marahans^s knights will fight twelve of his (p. 286). The 
king (Orcaws) gets his steward to arm him secretly, rides 
to the Bridge (p. 287), and there defeats the twelve 
knights one after another (p. 288), telling them to go and 
yield themselyes to King Orcaws (p. 289). He then 
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retarna to hia Cmstle, goes to dinner, pretends to be nok 
(p. 289-90) ; next day receives the twelve knights, and affects 
to be surprisd that they can't tell him the name of their 
conqueror (p. 290). He proclaims far and wide that this 
conqueror will joust at the Bridge with any knight (p. 
290) ; but intending combatants shrink Irom the encounter 
(p. 291). As soon, however, as Piers hears of it, he begs 
&e king's daughter to get him harness and a horse (p. 
292), which she does (p. 292), and tlien he ridea to the 
Bridge, attacks King Orcaws (p. 293), aiid after a time 
knocks him over his horse's crupper (p. 294). They then 
fight on foot (p. 294) till Orcaws is overcome (p. 293) ; 
but he will die sooner than yield (p. 296). Piers makes 
him tell him who he is (p. 296), and, on learning that he 
is King Orcaws, gives up his own sword to him (p. 296), 
and begs forgiveness for having attacked him. This 
Orcaws grants, on condition that Piers fights Marahans, 
which Piers agrees to do (p. 298). They return secretly 
to Orcaw^s Castle (p. 299), and the king charges his 
daughter to make Piers better cheer than ever (p. 299). 
When cured of their wounds, Orcaws and Piers set out for 
. London (p. 300), and find Marahans at the Court of King 
Lucie, ready to fight (p. 300). Piers throws down his 
gage (p. SOO) ; they fight ; Piers kills Marahans (p. 301), 
declines to stay with King Lucie (p. 302), and goes home 
(p. 802). For his service, Orcaws oflfers him any reward 
he chooses (p. 803) ; he chooses that Orcaws should turn 
Christian ; converts him accordingly (p. 303), has him 
baptizd, his name changd to Lamety and his ilaughter*B 
to CamUU (p. 304). The people tiim Christians too^ and 
build the city Orkanye, in remembrance of Orcaws (p. 
804). Then Orcaws proposes to Piers that he should 
marry his daughter Camylle (p. 304), which he consents 
to do, and the marriage is celebrated royally (p. 305). 
King Lucie comes to see Piers, who converts him and all 
his people (p. 806). Now, Brut's Story makes no mention 
of Piers (p. 806), but Sire Robert Borron and the Old 
Stoiy do (p. 306) ; and so it is clear that he who drew this 
out in Romance knew full little of Seynt Graal or the 
8tory of Sank Byal (p. 306). Piers begets a son Herlawnt, 
who, after Piers's death, burid him in St. Philip's church, 
and marrid the daughter of the King of Ireland (p. 306-7), 
on whom he begat Melyan, and Melyan^-begat Agrisies, 
^ and Agristes begat Hedor (p. 307), and Hedoh begat four 

\ ^ ^«on8, Gawneyns, Granayns^ Gwerrehes, a»d ^aheriet (p. 

,Y' ^8). Now, Mordret was suppoed to be King Lot^s son, 

W truly King Arthur begat him on his own sister (p. 
808, 1. 1149-56, and Appendix) ; though this was before 
he wedded Gonnore, who was a worthy lady, and of good 
lore (p. 309). 

Now this storye doth forih piocede 
PPr.,»i«T«taU whedirthiitCrystPiersigaiilede: 
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whanne he was Comen In to the hye see^ 

As swyfUy as Evere brid gan to fle /^ 

It drof the vessel forth, 1 30W plyht^ 

f ul foure dayes and f oure Nyht, 

that nethir he ne drank ne Ete 

but Eyht Htel of Ony Mete. 

Atte Fyfthe daye, Abowtes pryme, 

For werynesse he slepte that tyme, 

and for Angwisch that he hadde, 

of his ]yf f ul sore him dradde ; 

For so Megre and feble he was 

that he myhte not stere?» in that plas. 

so }at it happed be Aventure 
At A Castel he Aryved, I 30W Ensure, 
whiche that ful Of paynemis was, 
and y kynges name was Orcaws, 
and he was On Of y beste knyhtes 
that In the world levede tho Byhtes ; 
and he hadde ben In Eyht Greaunce, 
he ne hadde had non felawe with-owien variaunco. 

And whanne at the Castel Aryved he was, 
thanne Gam walkyng this kynges dowhter Orcaws, 
whiche was a damysele ful fair and gent> 
and bar y pris of Bewte verament ; 
Of Alle the Maydenis In that Gontre 
sche was the fairest, As I telle it the. 
So As sche Cam disportyng towsid p^ see, 
and hire Maidenis In hire Compeyne, 
For Manye sche hadde that w/t/i hire wente, 
hire to disporte Af tyr hire Entente ; 
and In here pleyeng As they weren that day 
they Sien where fat this vessel lay, 
and there so lowde they gonne to synge, 
hire felawes and sche In here pleyenge, 
that piers Awook there that he lay, 
80 Astoned he was Of that Afray. 



4 Piers'! ship nils 
M swiftly as a 
bird for four days 
and nights. 

He has very Uttla 
to eat» and 



on the fifth day 
fUls asleep fhmi 
«zhaastion and 
weakness. 



12 



IQ He arrives at the 
oastleofakingy 
Orcaws, 



20 



• good knight, but 
apaynim. 



24 Orcaws's daugh- 
ter, a fiiir niaiden. 



28 



Btothesen, 
phiying with her 
oompauiona. 



32 



She sees the ship, 
and begins to sing 
so load 



36 



that Piers awakes. 
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and whanne the Maide to this yessel sowhte, 
he was f ul syk, thanne hire thowhte ; 40 

The maiden per- and whanne that sche beheld his wounde, 
oe Yoe u wouo ^^^ ^ j^j^ felawes sche seide that stownde, 
" wile je now sen the Cause why 
that this man so sik is trewely 1 44 

It Nys not wondyr thowh he were ded 
Of this wonnde here In this sted, 
and pitiee him and that me thenketh were gret pyte, 

very mach. She 

For a M fair Man hath he be 48 

whanne that he was In hele Of his body, 
A fill semly persone, sche seide, trewely ; 
wishes that her therfore wolde I that the Cnstene Man« 

faUier's Christian _ . , ^ , . 

captive, who is a which to my Fadris presoun Is tan, 52 

come to him. that is a good leche In alle Manere, 

To helen this Man I wolde he were here ; 

For him so Mochel I knowe, 

that non Erthly man with-Inne }i8 throwe 56 

Ke Can so sone don hym boote 

As thike Cristene, so wel I wote." 
Piers perceives Thanne be this tyme Piers ful wakyng was, 

theaamsels, >/ o * 

and beheld tho damyselis In that plas, 60 

the whiche so Eichely weren Adyht, 

And hire Gompenye In his syht 
and wondera wiio thanne Marveilled this piers wondirly sore 

what AUe thike ladyes and damyseles wore. 64 

& whanne this damy^l sawh that Awaked he was. 
The lady nska Anon sche Axedo hym In that plas 

where he comes 

from. Of what Contre that he were. 

thanne Piers hire Answeride Anon there, 68 

[leaf 78] " Of lerusalcm I am bore, 
jcTiuuie'm; and and am I-tomed to Cristene lore, 
Bick and weak, and fill Syk and feble I am therto, 

that I ne may neyther walkyn ne go ; 72 

npo.Hng help whoreforo gret nede Of Cownseil I hane, 
quickly. ^.^ ^^^ ^^^ Cowde mc helpe Ofer Saue, 
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and but )if the Sonnere it be^ 
for £awt Of helpe I deye Sykerle." 

thanne Axede him the damysele there 
In what Manere I-Gristened they were, 
^For sothe A Giiatene Man I Am, quod he, 
liere Al so syk Afl je me now ee.** 
''be 30 A knyhf^" quod this damysele, thanne. 
"je trewly, and flierto A Gristene Manne." 
** Fonothe, qnod this damysele tho, 
thanne hath jouie yessel Evele I-go, 
For In this place but paynemys ne be. 
And mm Cnstene dwellyng In this Gontre ; 
and therfore, And they knewen jow heie, 
& that A Ciifltene Man je were, 
Anon they wolden don )ow to ded 
with-Owten Ony Othir Bed. 
yt nenMheles, for that je be 
A man f ol syk ft In enel degre, 
and Also that }e ben Alone, 
& weten nenere whider 30 ben gone, 
Therfore Of 30W I hane pyte 
that som socour je hadde, yd it myhte be, 
jif preyiliche to Ony man fat I dust tryste, 
So that my fadir not there of wiste." 

*' damysele, quod Pieis Anon thanne^ 
Conne y Ony helpe Ofer Ony Manne 
that me Gowde hele Of my Syknesse, 
and me to helpen Owt Of my dystresse t " 
** be my Greannce, qnod this Maiden Anon, 
My Fadir hath A Gristene man In presoun, 
that A good man Of his lawe he is, 
and ^erto of lechecraft he berith the pris ; 
and wel I wot, and he were here, 
he scholde 30W Maken bothe hoi & fere 
3if Eoera Ony man it scholde do 
be wyt 0])er Gmffc^ As I beleve so. 



76 



80 



BiMMkllflMilft 

ChriatlMi and ft 
knlchfe. 

When ht aijri 1m 
Uboth, 



dM warns blm 
that ha has coma 
84 to a Pagan land, 

and la In dangar 
orbalagilain; 



88 



93 



yat baoanaa ha la 
aoUlshapitiaa 
vO him, and woald 
help him, if her 
fiiAhar knew 
nothing of It. 

Ha bega her to 
100 beald. 



104 Shetanihlmofa 
* Chriitian captive 
ofherather'a 



108 whocoaldenre 
hfan ir it were 
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THE LADIES 80HEMB TO GET PIEBB HBALD. 



[CH. LIT. 



and he mUht mo 
Piers III her 
chamber. 



Pien befrs to see 
the ClirUtian 
leech. 



^ Then tlie Prinoeia 
' asks her ladiea 

what she shall do 

for him. 



as he seems a 
worthy ktiight. 



[} Fr. ffoHton"] 



The ladles ad- 
vise to take him 
by water into the 
garden. 



and so ap to her 
chamber, 



and therefore In my Chambre I ^olde 30 were. 

So that non body not were the Nere 113 

but Only my damyseles that here been, 

that thyke Gristene man mihte 30W seen ; 

and, be myn hed, there scholde this Nyht 

Som Oper Gounseylle to jow ben dyht, 116 

For jif be Ony weye that it May be, 

that goode Gristene man schal 30W se." 

" ha damysele, quod Piers Anon Eyht, 
Now, for the love of God Almyht 1 20 

and for joure owne Cowrtesye 
that I myhte speken with that man In hie, 
And that je wolden haven Eowthe on me, 
And that Gristene man that I myhte Se." 121 

And whanne sche herd hym preyen so faire, 
thanTie to hire damyseles gan sche Eepaire ; 
And Axede of hem this qwestiown, 
" Of this Gristene Man what schole wo don 1 128 

For Gertes me thinketh it were wel I-do, 
jif Ony hele that he myhte come to ; 
For a worthy knyht hath he be, 
as me semeth be his degre. 1*>2 

and jif In helthe that he were, 
A semeliere persone nowher Nere." 

** Madame, quod hire damyseles On Eewe, 
)if it be wtt^ jow as 30 here schewe, 1 ?G 

Of EekewT^ schal he faillen non 
3if je Gonsenten As we schole don ; 
For wel to joure Ghambre je mown hym have, 
And thedyr hym bringe bothe soWnd and save ; 1 iO 
and 3if 30 wyl knowen In this stede, 
down be this water we scholen him lede j 
and so forth Into the Gktrdyn, 

And thorwgh jowt/j pndel wel & fyn ; 14 4 

& so to joure Ghambre we scholen him lede, 
Ful prevyliche thorwgh Al this stede. 
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and whanne we han thuB l-do, 

thanne mown 30 bauen the Cristene 30W to, 148 

and Owt of pieeon him to brynge 

Into )oui0 Chambre with-owten losinge ; 

80 that he may his wounde fere se, 

that theie-Offen hoi he myhte be." 152 

<< je sein fol wel, quod this lady tho, 

I wele wel that je don so." 

thns sone these damyseles gonne to gon 
Into this vessel thanne Anon^ 1 56 

and token this Pieis fall softely, 
and with hem forth ladden ful prevyly ; 
thorwh the Graidyn Into the Chambre they wente, 
and folfilde here ladyes Entente. IGO 

And whanne thus they hadden I-do, 
and to hire Chambre they weren Comen vnto, 
For hym A Cowche they Maden ful prest, 
where vppon As he Scholde Best ; 164 

but for the Angwisch that he was Inne, 
he ne hadde non Beste, nej^er more ne Mynne. 
thanne Axede hym this lady fre, 
** Now, leve aire, how stont it with the 1" 168 

Thanne Answerid Piers In fair Manure, 
** Now trewly I trowe to dyen riht hero, 
and nen^re to Abyden to Morwen day, 
Ful seker, damysele, As I 30W say." 172 

and whanne sche herde him speken so there, 
thanne hadde sche more pite ]>an7)e sche hadde to fore, 
and seide, " Sire, dismaye 30W non thing 1 
)e Bcholen hauen helpe wtt^wten taryeng." 176 

Thanne sente sche to the presoun Anon 
Al so prevyly As sche Mihte don, 
And with Alle wyttes And hire gynne 
To geten hym Owt that was wit^Inne. 180 

and whanne that owt sche hadde hym take. 
For fere this Cristene began to qwake, 



whtrollMlaeeh 
ouabegotto 
come and we liiin 
priTStilj. 



The daiBflcIt gei 
Pien through the 
garden into ttie 
PrinoiiM's cham- 
ber. 



and lay him on a 



bat he I 

modi, and thinka 

he b dying on the 



The prinrVM Is 
Tery eorty for 
him. She 



toget 
the Chrittiau out 
of prison. 



He to much 
alarmd. 
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aaddMinot 
know wtaiU lilt 
wants. 



She takw him to 
h«r room, pro- 
nilMt to aplnln. 



shows htm Plen 
IjlDgsoUW 



tolls him when 
Flizs WIS round. 

sndsngsgMtoMt 
them both frs«^ 

and send them 
Into another 
conntry, 
If the leech osa 
cui-e Piers. 



The prisoner 
gUdlj undertakes 
It^and 



and seide, " dam jaele, what thinke ye do I 
I trowe 36 purposen loe forfco slo, 
and Of my deth 30 Mown not wynne, 
^6rfore it weze betteie that je blynne.'' 
And thoB he seide for this Entent, 
For ]»at he wende sche wolde han him schent. 
** Nay, sire, J^ere-Offen haue thou non dowte, 
but folwe thou me sethen fori Art Owte, 
And Into my Chambre folwe thou Me, 
and there the Cause schal I schewen the 
why Owt Of preson I do the take ; 
It is Only for Anotheris sake." 

Thanne wente this damysele forth to-fore, 
and the Cristene hire f olwede thore ; 
And whanne Into y Chambre they weren gon, 
thus sone sche schewed hym Piers Anon 
that so sik In his bed there lay ; 
& whanne this prisoner tho him say, 
Of him he hadde ful gret pite, 
and so wolde Ony man In Cristienta 
'' Now behold this Man In this stounde 
that we be the see side here fownde 1 
and ^if this Cristene Man helen 30 Mown, 
I schal deliueren 30W Owt Of presown, 
and senden 30W bothe Into Anothir Contte 
where pat 30 desiren to be, 
with As mochel Eichesse As 30 haue, 
Owthir Ony Of 30U Can Of me Crave, 
To gon Into what partye that 30W lyst ; 
and hereto 36 Mown wel Tryst ; 
and thus wil I do As I telle it the. 
For p* grete deseise that I In hym Se." 

Whanne the prisoner wist that Cristened he 
he made ful gret loye thanne In that plas, 
and Answerid to the damysele Anon, 
' that thike thing he would gladliche don ; ' 



184 



188 



192 



196 



200 



204 



208 



212 



was, 
216 
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thanne Axede this presoner Of him pereHyhtf 

how longe it was sethen he was so dyht. 

thanne Answerid pieis to hym Anon, 

'' It is sethen Sixtene dajes Agon, 

and Eveiy day it is weis than o}er^ 

I sei the trewly, my leve hrothir, 

and non socour ne kan I gete, 

Ne nefer Appatyt to diinke ne mete, 

whiche that Moche dismayeth Me 

Fid sekerly, Sere, I telle it the." 

Thann^ hespak Anon this pr^onere, 

and to this damysele seide he there, 

" I wolde, And jowre wille it were. 

Into ^OMie Prayel je horen him here, 

and theie betteie the wonde myhte I se 

thanne In this Ghamhre In Alle degre." 

And Anon this lady thanne 
dide heien Owt this Sike Manne 
Into the Sonne, that he myhte knowe 
Alle his Maladye In a throwe. 
and whanne he beheld hym in that plas, 
thanne Sawh he wel that Envemyned he was, 
whiche was the Cause Gerteinle 
That lyhtlyche I-heled Myhte he not be. 
Til that the vemyn owt were I-don. 

than seide fis pre^oner to pers Ajion, 
" Frend, Envemyned je ben f ul sore, 
(erfore joure Angwich is moche the more, 
and tyl that vemyn Owt be I-take 
Ferst, ;oure peyne May not Aslake ; 
And aftir the vemyn is Owte I-do, 
Anon lyht helthe schal Comen 30W to, 
that with-Inne a monthe, be goddis grace, 
Al hoi to Maken )ow In this place." 

thus sone there besowghte f ul faste, 
Aftir Swiche herbes In gret haste 



■skt Plen hour 
AA/x longhehMbeen 

220 Ul. 



H« Hqr> rfxteen 
diV*. getting 
woTae ereiy day. 



224 



232 



236 ThelMdihaahlm 
Uken oat Into 
thesnn, 

and examines hia 
woond, 

240 which is much 
enveoomd, 

and cannot be 
heald quickly. 



244 



248 



The leech says he 
can get oat the 
poison, and core 
Piers in a month. 
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284 PIERS IS HSALD. KINQ M AIUHAN8*S SOK IB POIBOND. [CH. Lll. 

H« drawi oQt fbe the vemyn to diawen Owt Of that wounde, 

Tmom with iMtiMp 

And Aftyr to Maken him hoi and sownde. 256 

that so yppon him travailled this presoner 
and wittiiii A that with-Inne the Mounthe hoi was he ther, 

moath ' 

and to that lady jald hym Agayn 
As hoi and Clene In Certayn. 260 

pi«ra,th« b«t* and this Piers, that was the fairest knyht 

looking knight of "^ 

Jenuaiem, is that Owt of lerosalem wente In syht, 

quite wall agaiiu 

thanne his wit and bownte to him restored was 
whanne helthe he hadde In that plas. 264 

With-Inne this teime fil An Ayentme 
KingMarahanaor That kyng Marahans Of yreland, I jow ensure, 

IrtUuid comea to 

▼iaitKingOroawib Cam to disporten him with kyng Orkaws, 

CiFr.iMir«w] In as mochel as that his Cosyn^ he was. 268 

bringing hia aoa and his Eldest sone with him gan go. 

with him] ® ^ ' 

that A lytel to-fore A knyht was Mad tho, 

and }erto dowhty In his dede : 

thus In storie here we Eede. 272 

and than b gnat So that thlke "Njhi pBTQ was gret feste 

In that Gastel to Mest and leste ; 
but a traitflr but it hspDode be A tretoor boteler 

butler poisons 

Marahana'i mnu that kyng Maxahans sone poysoned he ther, 276 

And At the table there he deyde Anon 
At Soper ded As Ony ston. ^ 

varahana thinka And whaiine b* kjng beheld this there, 

Orcawthaa r J o 

orderd thia. he wende kyng Orcaws Conseyl that it Were ; 280 
He goes to Laoe and thos sone wente he thenne 

the king or Great , , ^ _ ^ ..i , . ^*- 

Britain, and to the kyng of greto breteygne with his Menne, 

wheche that tyme I-clepid was 

Of bretaynge kyng Iwce, In Every plas. 284 

whanne kyng Marahans to f om hym was )>ere, 

and him hadde Gompleyned In dyvers Manere, 
impeachaa King and Apechyd kyng Orkaws Of Treson, 
orcawaof tn«««.. y^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ poysoned his son,— 288 

oroaws appears thus sone Orkaws After was sent 
pariiamant, to Londono to Comen to parlement. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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285 



and offars to de- 
fend hiinseir in 
battle upon it, 



or to And a cham- 
pion to fight with 
Marahana. 



and, whanne Orkaws to Londone was gon, 

kjng Marahans Of treson him Apecbid Anon, 292 

and Seide that [he] be tSetls Treson deniaa the ehaxge. 

In his Castel hadde poysoned his son. 

Anon kyng Orkaws that gan denaye^ 

and seide the Gontrarye to him in faye ; 296 

and In that qwarel his Gage he kaste, 

hit to defende whil his lyf wold laste, 

Owther be his persone, of er be Anothir, 

be som knyht, other be his brothir ; 300 

Por with Maiahan he ne kepte not fyhte. 

For that he was so worthy A knyhte. 

For Of paynemys he bar the prys, 

As Aboven ofer flowres doth p^ flowr delys. 

Thus this bataylle Enioyned was, 
and bothe f ownden Ostages In that plas ; 
and the day Assigned was Also 
Whanne that the Bataylle scholde be do. 

thanne kyng Orkaws tomed horn Ageyn, 
and Afbyr his brothyr sente In Gertein 
that the bataylle for hym scholde don Ipat day. 
his brothir him Answerid, and seide " Nay, 
For je knowen fdl wel that kyng Marahans 
Is y moste worthiest knyht In Alle defens 
that Entreth Into Ony bataylle, 
fer^foie hym I Schal not Asaylle, 
Nethir for stryf, Nethir for hete, 
to-gederis In feld scholen we not mete, 
his body and Myn to-Gederis la fere ; 
It schal not ben In non Manere." 320 

Whanne kyng Orkaws this vndirstood, 
thamte Anon began to Ghongen his Mood 
whanne that his brothir it hadde forsake, 
and that the bataille he wolde not take. 321 

Fol Mochel Mone thanne he Made, 
that he som 0]>ir knyht ne hadde ; 



304 



308 The battle Is 
arrangd. 
Urcawa aaks hia 
brother to fight 
for him. 



312 



316 but he li afraid of 
Marahanaand 



Oreawt does not 
know what to do. 
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Ibr h« hM often 
fought Marahann, 

•lid kuoira iM 
cannot oTerooma 
him* 



Ofcawi p -etends 
to be sick, Modi 
for all hifl 
kcighti^ 



teUs them that a 
kniffht has come 
from Marahana^ 

[leaf 79] 

who challengee 
the twelve beat 
kniifhti of tb« 
ooantry. 



Ofcaws aaki 1 
to flffht thia 



For BO Often tymes Asayed bad he 

kyng Maiahan In bataille & In Melle, 328 

So that he knew wel be bis dede 

he was y beste pat bestrod Ony steede, 

and ferfore Nolde Orkaws In non degre 

In bataylle him Meten Certeynle. 332 

thanne sente Oifcaws Eyht Anon 
Aftyr his barowns Eyerychon, 
Forto pieven the beste knyht 

that for hym Myhte taken that fyht 336 

and this Orkaws pere feynede him Syk, 
To knowen which of hem that was best lyk 
that ylke bataille forto do 

whanne ]>at to p^ poynt they comen to. 340 

And whanne they syen hym liggen In this Man&i'c, 
They Axede him what his wille were ; 
thanne seide he * that Agreved was he sore 
Of tydynges that him Comen thore.' 344 

and they Azeden him what tho schold be ; 
and he seide, '' kyng Marahans Certeinle 
hath sent a knyht In to this Lond, 
As it is don me to yndirstond, 348 

that with his Owne body he will holde fyhtes 
A^ens .xij. of the beste knyhtes 
that with-Inne My Lond I May f ynde ; 
and thus Is it to Me pat In Mynde, 352 

and forto preven this like thyng 
to 90W haue I sent to jeven wameng, 
and to Morwe At pryme this schal be ; 
^erfore, and }ow lyst, telleth now me 35G 

3if that 30 welen kepen that day ; 
Fore trewly, for Syknesse I ne May, 
And wile ye now Tndirstonden here 
I sente for )ow In this Manere ; 360 

and forto Fellen that knyhtes pride 
For 30W I sente now At this tyde> 
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that tbike knjht ne sclial not say, 

bat his felawe here to fynden £che day." 364 

And thus the kyng fere gan hem telle ; 
for there A leeyng he Feyned ful felle ; 
For straunge knyht In his Eem was non, 
but he him self it wolde thanne don, 368 

Amonges theke twelve to proven Anon 
jif Ony Ajens kyng Marahans dorste gon. 
thanne Axeden they Anon Ageyn, 
** Sere, be je now here In Certeyn 372 

that thike knyht to Morwen At pryme 
At thike biygge wil Aiere^ that tymel" p PAnm] 

** )e, qnod the kyng thanne trewely, 
there scholen je hym Meten ful sekerly." 376 

** thanne, qnod they, we scholen him Mete, 
whethii he Kyde be weye Oper strete, 
So that 30wre worschepe saved schal be, 
and we schameles In AUe degre." 380 

Thus sone these .xij. knyhtes departyd Away, 
and hom to here Ostelis they wenten fat day ; 
and the kyng lefte Stille In his bed 
Tyl It was Even In that same sted. 384 

and whanne it was with-Lme the Nyht, 
he Clepyd his stewerd Anon Eyht^ 
** Qo, fette me the moste straungest Armnre, 
the Moste beste and the most Sure, 388 

For hennes to-Nyht now wyl I pace, 
And to morwen At Even A^en In this place; 
and 3if that Ony man Axe After me, 
Sey that deseised I am ful Certeinle." 392 

Thus the kyng Comanded y sty ward pere, 
and so he wrowhte Af tyr his Manere. 
and whanne the day Aproched was, 
the kyng him Armede In that plas, 396 

and took his hors, & gan forth Eide 
Into that brigge that Uke tyde. 



Mid itop big 
boMtlnir. 



But he intends to 
peraonmte this 
knight hinueir, 
to find out his 



The twelve 
knights promise 
tomeetttie 
dwmplon at the 
bridge. 



At night OrcawB 
oalls up his 
steward, to 

get his least 
known armour, 



and bids him say 
heisiU. 



Then he rides out 
to the bridge at 
the boor of prime. 
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KINO 0R0AW8 BBATS ALL HIB TWELVE KNIGHTS. [CH. UT. 



Oreawitwctn 
hill steward to 



Th« tw«1v« 
knighU oome 
totcether, 

not bringing thalr 

•paan, 

for then are 

plenty on tbt 

bridge. 



They arrange to 
fight the knight 
in order. 



Tlie king over- 
comes the Arst 
kiiight and 



all the oCberB» c 
after another. 



but Er ihanne thens he wente, 

he made the styward Bweren presente 400 

that he scholde discouare him to non Man, 

what 80 Evere Of hym they Axed en than. 

thamse so this kyng gan forth to Eyde, 
forth to the Brygge At that tyde j 404 

and ther Ahod tyl the Owr Of pryme, 
and was Non Comen at that tyme. 
thanTie alle xij knyhtes they Comen In-same, 
Forto f ulfiUen that like Game ; 408 

but Speris with hem Non they browhte, 
Eor At Alle daye there sen they Mowhte 
the Brigge with speris Envirowned Abowte, 
the wheche that weren bothe gret and stowte, 412 

Whiche that Cavsede Men Of the Centre there 
Eche Other to Asayen In dyvers Manere. 

Whanne these x^ knyhtes there behelde 
that }ere was A knyht with spere and schelde 416 

that Eedy was to lusten there, 
Ech man hym Ordeyned In his Manere 
Forto lusten Ajens that knyht, 

Eacry man there to preven his Myht ; 420 

and thus Ech Of hem A spere there took 
as On the brigge were, and non forsook ; 
and the kyng him Cawhte Anothir, 
and forth he prekede Amongd^ ^ai fothir ; 424 

& so he smot the ferste knyht, 
and perQ sore wounded him In pat fyht, 
So that he hadde there dethes wounde, 
Onnethe to Eysen Aftir fat stownde. 428 

And whanne that thus down he was I-Cast, 
To anothir knyht he prekyd In hast, 
and him he wounded Al so sore, 
lyk As he dide the tothir before ; 432 

and so the thrydde and ))* fowrthe Also, 
and thus Alle twelve he browhte to wo. 
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And whanne Alle xij I-scomfyt they were, 
the kyng In this Maner to hem seide theie, 
*' Sires, ^e knowen presoneres ^e be, 
Aahey lawe Of this Contre ; 
and that with )ow I May now do 
As that to Armes belongen vnto.** 
and they Answerid hym Ageyn, 
*' Siie, that is soth In Certeyn." 
'* Thanne Comande I 30W Everichon, 
that ^e Alle to kyng Orkaws gon, 
and ^eldeth to hym Alle 30wie p^'sones 
On My behalye with-Inne his wones. 

ihanne Axede they hym what he hyhte. 
" he knoweth me f ol wel, I telle 30W Eyhte, 
but Of myn Name, it is not to 30W ; 
for whanne he hereth Of this prow, 
thanne wil he knowen me ful wel, 
I jow seye As trewe As steel ; ^ 
And that In Manye stormes I haue be 
with him In bataylle ful Sykerle." 
thanTM sworen they In here Entent 
To Folfillen his Comaandeme7£t, 
But fdl Of soTwe Alle they were 
that they weren so discomfyt there 
Of On knyht there In that plase : 
Ful Moche Sorwe Amonge hem wase. 

Thanne departyd Anon the xij knyhtes 
From that place there Anon Ryhtes ; 
and the kyng £ntrede Into the forest 
whanne that he say his tyme best, 
and pere Alle day Abod he Sekerlye 
For that non Man Scholde him Aspye. 
and whanne it was with-Inne the Kyht, 
Toward his Castel he gan hym dyht. 
And In A Gardyn vndir the towr 
his steward hym Abood Every Owr. 



436 Oreaws telliUM 
ISknlghtathcj 
are hit priaonen. 



410 



He bide them go 

4" And give them- 
eelvee op to him. 



They aak hie 



448 



bat he aaya the 
king wiU know it 
bjthiadaed. 



452 



456 



460 



464 



They promfee 
to obey him. 



bat are moch cuat 
down at tiieir 
defeat by one 
knight. 



Oroaws goee to 
the forest. 



hideeUU night 
time, then retume 
468 tohiscMtle, 



GAAAL. — YOL. U. 
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KmO OBOAWS BE0BIVE8 HIS 12 OVERCOHE KNIGHTS. [cH. UL 



where Uie steward 
reoeivee htm, 
And takes his 
horse and annoor. 
Orcawsgoasto 
hU chamber, 

and then to the 
hall, and fei(ptis 
to be very ill and 
weak before Us 
oourt. 



Hie twelve 
knights anive 



and give them- 
mIvca up as the 
ntniiiire knight* ■ 
prisoners. 



Orcaws pretends 
to be angry. 



and sends oat to 
summon his 
chivalry to fight 
this knight. 



and whanne he Cam to this Gardyn, 

his steward him Bescejved wel & iya, 472 

and Eesceyyed his hois and his Armuie, 

And Aftyr to Chambre wente ful pore. 

& whanne A while In Chambre he hadde I-be, 

Anon to halle thanne wente he, 476 

and Made Semblaunce As thowgh syk he were 

To-fom Alle his Meyne fat was there. 

Thanne his Meyne A^ens hym gonne gon, 

and hym worschepid Eyerichon, ' 480 

and hym Axede ' how that it were, 

& why he was Of so hevy Cher©.* 

and he Answerid hem Ageyn, 

'' I Me strengihe with Al my Mayn 484 

i^ens herte to Maken good Contenaunce, 

So mochel Of Syknesse I haue dowtawnce." 

And vppon the Morwe, at the Owr of piymOy 
the zij knyhtes Comen In good tyme 488 

that discomfyt Of hym were, 
(but they it ne knewe In non Manere,) 
and golden hem to hym As presoneres 
On a knyhtes behalve that was ful fers ; 492 

but they ne knewen not his Name, 
For he was A man Of ful gret fame ; 
and tolden kyng Orkaws Al In fere 
how thike knyht discomfyt hem there. 496 

^' Ha i quod kyng Orkaws thanne, 
Kow wot I wel that he Is A manne 
that 30W Alle hath taken As presoneres. 
And to Me Bepr^sented now here." 500 

thanne Made he Semblaw[n]t As wroth he were, 
but jit neuere the mo ne was he there ; 
and sente forth lus Messengeris Anon 
thorwh-Owt his Eem for to gon, 504 

to warnen Alle his Chevalrye, 
< Atte brigge to Meten that knyht so hardye ; 
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and }if Ony so hardy that there were 
with that knyht to fyhten there, 
what Maner Of good that he wolde Crave, 
Anon Of kyng Orkaws he Scholde it have.' 

but they that to fore tymes I-beten were, 
Alle here Goodes the kyng Sesyd there 
As for On ^er And On day, 
thns kyng Orkaws hem gan to say. 
and whanne that they that In the Contre were, 
herden how y xij knyhtes happeden there, 
thanne In hem solve they hadden gret drede. 
For they Kiste neuere how to spode ; 
and ^if discomfyt that they were, 
here londis to lesen In swich maner there. 



Whanne that Piers that with this lady was, 
And Of his Maladye helyd In that plas, 
thaime was he as fill Of pensifnesse 
As whanite he was In his distresse. 
thanne Azede the kdy hym Eyht tho, 
•'Piers, what is jow to thenken so, 
and what Cause that it may be, 
I praye jow, Sere, now telleth Me ; 
and jif I mowe 6^on jow Ony Ese, 
Owther Ony thing that May jow plese, 
anon Eyht it schal ben do, 
Jcre-fore to suffren bothe peyne and wo.' 

" A ! faire lady, quod Piers Anon, 
Eyht ful Esely je myhte it don." 
" Seye On, quod this lady thanne, 
and I schal don it, for Ony Manne." 
'* thanne schal I 30W tellen, quod piers trewly, 
And je me wil Enswren feythfuUy ; 
For it Cometh now In My Mynde 
that 30ure fadir sendeth Into Every Ende 
Af tyr his knyhtes And Bachelere, 
here worthynesse f orto proven here ; 



508 



512 H«aeix««t!w 
good* of the 
defeated knighte 
Ibr ft year aud a 
day. 



516 



The rest of the 
knights are 
alarud at all 



520 



624 



Piers beoomes 
very tboughtftal* 



and the prinoeM 
asks what Is the 
mailer wiUi Itim P 



528 



532 



536 



Pien tolls her 
that he liears her 
father is sending 
out after bis 
540 knighto 

and bachelors 

•^ to flght Mara- 

hana's knight, 
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aadifb«,Pton, 
had only trmov, 



Iwdumldlllnto 

try to 

him; 



bnt he has no 

armoar, 

and Is therefoct 

■orroirftil. 

The king's 

lUughter Is 

surpried, and 



[> Pr. f < 



says she wIU get 
him hone 
aiiil armonr, 



hot advisee Urn 
to let the stnuige 
kniglit alone. 

He etlU asks ftir 
the armour, 



whldishe 

proooresfor 

him, 

and shows Um 
the way to the 
bridge. 



And thike tyme have I sen, 

and not fulliche fyve ^eies they ben, 544 

& swich A knyht were In Ouie Contie, 

wel sone Asayed scholde he be ; 

and }if that I hadde hameys and Gere, 

For Alle the Men that Evero were 548 

I[n] my persone Eyht Al Alone 

To that knyht wolde I gone ; 

al thowgh I be In straunge Centre, 

I scholde him Asaye, what so he be, 552 

thowh he were the strongest Of this Molde, 

And Abyden me he wolde : 

but barneys have I In non Manere, 

and fat Maketh me to Moznen so here." 556 

Whanne the kynges dowhter herde thia^ 
sche Merveilled he spak Of so grot Apiys\ 
And that he wolde losten At that tyde 
with hym that no Man dorste Abyde. 560 

thanne seide to him this lady Anon, 
*^ hors and hameys je scholen hane son, 
and longe Er Kyht Body it schal be ; 
ann therefore, Piers, dismaye not the ; 564 

& ferto As Bichely je scholen ben dyht 
As thowgh A kynges sone ^e weren Owtiyht ; 
but In f eith. Sire, be the Cownseil Of Me, 
A^ens that knyht ;e scholen not Te." 568 

" Kow, faire lady, quod Pers tho, 
that je me han be-hote, biynge me vnto ; 
and Of me dismaye 30W non thing, 
for I treste holiche In hevene kyng." 572 

and whaoTie they hadden spoken Of this Makv e, 
Anon from him sche wente there ; 
bothe hors and hameys him Ordeyned thus sone, 
and Alle Oper thing that was to done. 576 

and whanne it was with-Inne the Kyht, 
The weye to the Brygge sche tawhte him Byht 
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thanne Of this lady his love he took, 
and On his weye forth faste he schook. 
& whanne to y brigge that he was Gon, 
Into pat forest thanne wente he Anon, 
there A While to taken his Eeste 
As that tyme pere it liked him beste ; 
and down he Alyhte Of his Eownsy, 
& be his brydel hym teyde pere faste by, 
and pere to pasture 3if he wolde 
Tyl fat day Aperede On Goddis Molde. 

yppon the Morwen whanne it was day, 
Piers toward his hors took the way, 
and Made his hors Al Redy, 
& his helm gan lasen f ul lostly ; 
and Abowte his Nekke he heng his scheld ; 
thanne Owt Of y forest he took the feld 
whanne toward the brigge that he gan gon, 
thanne kyng Orkaws Aspide he Anon 
that thedir was Comen for theke Entent, 
To Wyten jif there were Ony present 
whiche that A^ens him dorste Abyde : 
this was his Comeng At that tyde. 

And whanne piers beheld him there, 
he lyht Adown for Ony fere, 
and tasted his hameis In that stede, 
pat it scholde not faille whanne he hadd nede. 
and whanne he say that Al siker it was, 
To hors Ajen he wente In that plas. 
and to the brigge he cam Anon, 
and Salwed the kyng As he scholde don. 
Anon a spere On honde he took, 
& towardis the kyng wel faste he schook, 
and seide that lusten Kedis he Moste : 
the kyng him Answeryd that hym wel lyste. 

So swyfdy they Eonnen In that plas, 
as fioste as the howndes hertes don chas, t^ 



580 



Pi •» rasto In tbe 
forett till 
morning, 
then guM io the 
584 bridge. 



688 



592 



596 and MM king 
Oreaws coming 



600 



604 



Piers dlsmonnts, 
BCM thftt his 
harneH is all 
right, 



mounts again, 
[leaf 80] 



608 



612 



goM to mMt king 

Orcaws, 

and challengM 

him io fight. 
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THB FIGHT BETWE1EN KINO OBOAWS AND PISRS. [ofl. LII. 



Thej enooanter 
Mch other to 
fieraeljr tliat both 
their shields are 
brokea. 



Both lire 
wounded. 



bat Pfert pOBhee 
kinic Orcftirs off, 
orer hie crupper. 



Plen draws hit 
sword. 



and asks the Mng 
to try that way. 



Oreaws does his 
best. 



and fights well, 
tliotigh he Is 
bndly hurt. 



and 80 sore to-Gederis they Mette, 

that heie scheldes Into the feM weren smette, 616 

So that theie was If on geyn Char, 

but bothe here whyte fleache persched thar ; 

80 that bothe hadden they wowndis grete, 

and ^it Kethir Othir ne wolde not lete ; 620 

80 that the kyng On Piers his speie to-brak, 

and Piers A3en hym hitte w^'t^-Owten lak, 

& bare him Owt Of his sadel Into the feeld 

Oner his hors Crowpere undir his Scheld ; 624 

and there so sore I-hurt he was, 

Onnethis to Meven Owt Of that plas. 

"Whanne Piers atte therthe the kyng say, 
Of his hors he Alyhte mth-Ovrten delay, 628 

and there drowh Owt his swerd Anon, 
& towardis this kyng he gan to Cron ; 
80 pat be thike tyme f • kyng Eekeuered was, 
and On his feet stood In that plas, 632 

Fid sore I-hurt, and f ul of Angwyschs. 
thanne to the kyng Piers seide thus, 
" Sire knyht, ^oure lostyng lost han 30 ; 
assayeth ^if Ony bettere je Mown 30W byse, 636 

and jif Ony thing that ^e Mown wynne 
with Ony Other Melle vs betwynne." 
Anon he drowh his swerd wtt^ good Entente, 
And his scheld On honde he hente. 640 

whanne the kyng sawh pat he was Bedy, 
Faste to that MeUe he gan hym hy, 
and there his prowesse he schewede In his wyse 
wttA Alle his strengthe In the beste Gyse, 644 

so that with his swerd & with his scheld 
he Entrede forth In to that Fold ; 
In the beste Maner that he Myhte, 
thanne forth he wente Anon Eyhte. 648 

Not-wM-stondyng, sore hurt he was 
to foren tyme In that same plas. 
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80 ))at moche more Nede thanne hadde be 

Of Restyng thanne Of Ony Melle. 652 

tlianite be-twixen hem beflran Melle f ol strong » ^^^ i« * Rrmt 

^ ® combat between 

which that Amonges hem dorede ful long, them. 

and Ech Other sore hurtew As they stood, 

that Owt Of bothe herd bodyes Ean plente Of blood ; 

80 ful Of gret prowesse weren they bothe They wmuier 

DiDch et eech 

that Eche Of Other Merreilled f orsothe. otiier's pnmeM. 

For the kyng supposede fal Certeynly 

to ban fowndyn non knyht so dowhty 660 

that with him so longe Myhte Melle ; 

wherefore to him self he gan to spelle ; 

and Piers In that same Manere 

Evene Of the kyng thowhte ryht ther ; 664 

For In non Bern he wende ban fownde 

80 worthy A knyht Goyng on grownde. 

but At the Ende Of that MeUe 

the kyng non lengere myht doren sekerle, 668 

For Erere this Piers was so ful Of prowesse 

and browhte the kyng In gret distresse, 

80 that thorwgh Melle and thorwgh tomeye 

the kyng non lengere myhte stondyn In feye ; 672 At iiut the \Ang 

but there to-fore Piers he fyl Adown, and faiie down 

Ful sore syker I-hurt his body In-Yyrown ; ^ 

So sore, that jif Ony Man him hadde I-seye 

On hym he wolde ban had pyte In feye. 676 

Anon thanne Piers, that Supposid nothing Pien, not 

, knowing who 

that it hadde been Syre Orkaws the kyng, he ii, 

to him wente a ful gret pas, 

and puld Offen his helm In that plas, 680 

and seide * he wolde him slen vppon that Molde threatens to wu 

^^ him if he wiU not 

but 3if that for Scomfyt he wolde hym holde.' yield. 

Anon the kyng his Eyen yp Caste, 

and vppon Piers lokede Atte laste, 684 

& seide " thou myhtest me slen ful wel, ^T!"^"®" 

"^ ' oan kill him If 

For In thy power it is Eche del ; " ^ "k«^ 
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but Pien ngRiii " Now, be mv trowtho, quod Piers tho, 

bids hiui yield. 

but thou the jelde, I schal the slo ; 688 

and fulliche discomfyt holden the^ 
Other Ell 18 thy bane wyle I be." 
thanne quod the kyng, " Certeynlye, 
Mochel lever hadde Ich here to dye 692 

thanne to speken that schamf ul word, 
orcaws uiys It Creaunt me ielde be myn Owne Acord : 

would b« 7 J 7 

dii^noefui for a For to A kyug it wcTe the gretteet schame, 

kiiifc to yield, "^ ° ^ ' 

the Moste Eepref, and the Moste bkme, 696 

that Evere Ony Erthly kyngdom held. 
So Schamful A word to sein In feld ; 
and be woaid ;it hadde ril lerere ziij Sithe deye 

rather die IS 

ttmee than do mw (jif SO Often that I myhte In feye,) 700 

that I, whiche have be so worthy A knyht. 
So schamfuUy schulde sein thorwh ony fyhL" 

WhauTie Piers yndirstood that he 
A kyng was Of so hy degre, 704 

and wende he hadde ben A sengle knyht 
that with hym there held swich fyht ; 

pien begina to but whanne he Supposid that b* kyng he was, 

eeethatbelaa / '^ 

UO& Anon to him spak he In that plas, 708 

and seide, '' Sire, for Gharite 
and Mka wbo BO telle here what Man ae be : 

FormeannkethasbojowretalkyBg 

that je scholden ben A kyng." 712 

Orkawitdii him. « Certes, quod the kyng, sire knyht, 

I am A kyng here In thy syht ; 

and, kyng Orkaws, it Is Myn Kame, 

In this lond A Man Of ryht gret fame." 716 

pianismooh And whanne that Piers this vndirstood 

diitroeet, 

that it was Orkaws fat lay so bathed in blood. 
Anon Piers ful Of sorwe he was 
that him so hadde Greyed In fat plas, 720 

So that he Kyste what f orto do, 
^trfrhtal"** but his Bwerd he jald him vnto. 
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and seide ** aixe, I Ctjq the Mercye 

Of that I haue don the gret Anoye. 724 

irherf oie^ goode sire, foijeveth it me 

that I so moche hane trespaced Ajens the ; 

Andy loy my swexd here to the I ^elde. 

And my body and lyf I pntte In thi welde, 

holich, Siie kyng, Into thy Bandom, 

And At thyn Oidenance hoi & som." 

Whanne the kyng herde him so seyn, 
and that to hym so Of&ede him pleyn, 
thanne seide the kjmg to him tho, 
'' What art thou that doost heie so, 
that Of me hast here Tictorie, 
And therto Mercy here me Crye ; 
For it is A fol gret Merveyl to Me, 
the Conqwerottr to y scomfyt golden to be." 

" Sire, quod Piers Anon Ryht, 
I am here to-fom 30W bothe man and knyht, 740 

and I-bom hennes A fer Contre, 
Of lenisalem, that Giete Cyte ; 
And therto, sire Piers it is My Ifame, 
and Cristene I am, and Of that fame ; 744 

bnt me befyl An Aventure, 
Sire kyng, ful Sikerly I ^ow Ensure, 
80 that I Entrede Into ^owre Castel 
Not longes Agon, I wot ful wel ; 
and fdl Evel I was wonded before, 
which that did me fnl Mochel sore, 
but, thanked be God and ^oxxxe dowhter so dere, 
Al Myn Bekeur hadde I there, 
and thorwgh A Cristene that is ^owra prisoner 
whiche that ^e In preson kepen ther. 
For siker I wende to han ben ded 
Of my wonde pat I hadde In that sted ; 756 

bnt, Gromesty God and that good Man, 
Al hel and f ers he Made me than. 



H«btg>tote 
forglvoi, 
M h« did not 
knowhiai. 



728 



732 



OrcftwsMksPJ 
who he la, 
that hM eon- 

I I'D ftndyetaalufc 
pardon? 



Plan tens him 
hisname^ 

bow be was 
wounded, 

and got into the 



748 



and was cured 
by the leech 
752 and the princesa. 
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And whanne that hoi that I waa, 
thanne herde I tellen In that plas 760 

HowhehetM how that 26 A bane dvde CrvB 

that a knight WM 

want«« to light thorwgh-Owt ^ouTd lond fill hastilye. 

ftttbe bridge, \^ ^ ^ 

Atte the Brigge to lusten wM A knyht 
that was A Man Of so Mochel Myht 764 

and AI so sone as that I Myhte 
and how he got hameys geten Of jonre dowhter so bryhte, 

annocir froin Ibe 

prinoeM. I me hyder hiede M sone ; 

but I ne wyste how it gan gone, 768 

For siker I ne scholde han Comen here 

and I hadde knowen In Ony Manete 

that it hadde been jowre persone, 

I scholde }ow han lefft here Alone, 772 

For the giete benefit that I haue 

Of joure dowhter, so Crist hire save ; 

and ))drf ore, that I haue don be ynknowenge, 
Again pien aska Of foMevenesse I preye jow, sire kynge." 77 

Orcawa to finglva 

hJm. and the kyng him for^af with-Owten Faylle 

So ))at wit^ Marahan he wolde taken bataille. 
thanne seide Piers to p? kyng Ageyn, 

Orcawa aaks him w Forto havsn jowre love I wile Certeyn 780 

to fight Marahana, ■^ ' 

which piera putten my lyf In Aventure 

A^ens kyng Marahan, I 30W Ensure.** 

Thanne the kyng gan him behete 

Many Gwerdoins bothe goode & grete, 784 

and what thing that he wolde Crave, 

thowgh his kyngdom, that he wolde haue ; 

but that he wolde For non thing 
Marabana la not that kyng Marahan hadde knoweng 788 

toknowtliat "^ 7 ® 

Piara la a that aif A Cristeue Man he were, 

Chrlstianp ,,, «<i*i .^i. 

or he would not thanne Marahan nolde fyhte wit^ him there ; 

*^ for thanne myhte he Hefusen witft-Owten faille 
with jow to fyhten In bataylle ; 792 

For that 3e ben not Of this lay, 
Jierfore he may jow refusen In fay." 
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Anon Piers the kyng Ensuied he 

That Neneie discoTerid schold it be. 796 

Thanne putten they heie sweidis bothe vpd in fere, 
and ynd JT that Brygge Bested hem there. 
In a gret deseise there bothe two, 
Tyl that the day was Al A-go. 800 

and whanne It was wit^-Inne the Nyht, 
To hors bak they wenten A-lf on Eyht, 
and to the Castel gonnen they to go 
that they bothen feist Comen fro, 804 

Al so preyyly as that they Myhte, 
that they scholde Comen In non Mannes sylite, 
Neper non Man knowen Of here Comenge, 
Sanf Only the steward Of the kynge 
that Abod yppon hisa lord, 
Lyk As It Was be here Owne Acord ; 
and Anon there lyhten they Adown, 
bothe the kyng and Ek Perown^; 
and they Onharmed hem fere Anon. 

the kyng Aftyr his dowhter sente thus son ; 
and whanne to-fom him that sche was gon, 
the kyng his dowhter Azede Anon, 816 

'^damysele, he seide, knowe je this knyhtl" 
sche wolde it hane I-heled wiVi Al hiie Myht : 
*' Nay, f aire dowhter, hane 30 non drede, 
^e nede not hym to helen for this dede j 
wherfore, I preye jow, dowhter dere, 
That jif Evere je Maden him Ony good chere, 
that An hundred fold bettere je now do. 
For he to Me Aqwyteth hym so : 
For the beste knyht Of y world Is he, 
And this day in bataille hat Ooercomen Me ; 
And More-On^r to Me hath he mad Surawnce 
-with Marahans to fyhten Into the Owtraunce.'' 828 

thanne that damysele Made gret loyeng 
whanne he had hir^ told that tydyng ; 



Plan and Otmws 
rMttogeUMT 
under th« bridge 
tlU 



thengoaeentiy 
back to the oastle. 



unknown to any 
man bat the 
oOo iteward. 



812 n Pr.pl*r«m; 
but pierrm in U 
7MJ 

Orcawi aenda tot 
bia daughter. 



and aski If she 
knowa Pien. 



820 She b afraid, and 
woald conceal it^ 
but Orcaws bide 
ber not to be 
afraid. 

bnt to take a 
hundred tlmea 
824 better care of 

Piera than befon^ 



aa he la orof ng to 
fight 1 
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and }if Eveie sche dide hym Servise to-foroy 

Aftyr sche djde An hnndred part More. 832 

Ttie laeohea com* Thanno leches weren sent Aftyr Anon 

wounds of Pien Alle here woondes to serchen Echoui 
For ))ere-Offen hadden they gret plente 
Of grete and smale, As they myhten se. 836 

and whanne the leches gan hem beholde, 
and hem serched ful Many folde, 
they boden hem Abasched Nothing to be. 
For Al hoi scholden they ben sykerle ; 810 

aadnjth«7wm and with-Inne zrj dayes & xvj Njht 

joiij. they scholde ben bothe loly & lyht, 

so ))at £r the day Come Of Bataylle, 
Al heyl to been with-Owten faille. 844 

Orcftwi aad Pi«n Thus Cam Sire Piers In knowelechinge 
with kyng Orkaws with-Owten lesynge, 
and Eche A day I-Served with Eiche deynte 
As thowh Kyht A kyng he hadde I-be. 848 

And whanne the day of Bataille Aproched "Nj, 
They gonnen hem Arayen ful hastyly, 
and to horsbak they gonne hem dyhte 

start for Londoo with A gTct Compenye, I }ow plyhte, 852 

with a gnut oon- 

paay, and to Londone they Gonnen to Eyde, 

To kepen here day pere At that tyde. 

& whanne to London^ that they weren Gon, 
andflndHarahans there fowndcn kyng Marahans Anon 856 

a>ark* "^* * In the Cowrt to-forn kyng lucye, 

his Apel there forto Complye. 

whanne kynge Iwcye kyng Orkaws say, 
Lncysaskstf he hym Anon Axede with-Owten delay, 860 

himaeiA ' jif that the bataylle he wolde Entren there, 

orbyaohampton. Othir Anothlr for hym, as was y Manere.' 

Thanne Sire Piers, that was so dowhty A knyht, 

To-fom hem Alle he presede Anon Kyht, 864 

oiSTwi's^wrei and A^ens kyng Marahans put his Gage — 

againrt Mara- ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^j qj Corage— 
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30] 



868 



872 



876 



For kyng Orkaws to fyhten there, 
and him defende with 8chel[d] and spere. 
Anon kyng Lwcye bothe here Gages took 
with Eyht good wille, & not forsook. 

Thanne they Of kyng Lucyes howshold 
Comen to Enqweien be Manyf old 
' what he was that scholde Fyhte 
Ajens kyng Marahans ))at was so wyhte ;' 
but non Man Of the kynges paleys there 
Ne wisten not what Man Sire Piers were. 
But that they seyden Amonges hem Alle 
that he was A knyght Of kyng Orkaws halle. 
" Now, Certein, quod Al that Compenye, 
Y8 thinketh this knyht doth gret Folye, 
Ajens kyng Marahans y bataylle to take, 
that In Al this lond he ne hath non Make ; 
wherefore we supposen vtterlye 
hym hadde ben bettere han left his Compenie.' 
Thus telleden they of Perown there v 
that knewen f ul lytel Of his Manere. 

and whanne that Comen was the day of bataylle, 
To-Gideris they sembleden with-Owte» faylle, 888 
So that there was be-twixen hem two 
Many Crwel Strokes with peyne and Wo, 
that Mdnreille it was forto beholde 
the prowesse Of tho knyhtes so bolde ; 
and £rom it was pryme Of the day 
they fowhten tyl it was past noon In fay ; 
For with gret prowesse & poyntes so fers 
he gan him to defende from Sire Piers, 
for whanne Marahans knew Of Pierses Myht, 
he him def endyd with Many strong fyht ; 
but Atte laste £nde trewely 
his defens ne railled him not sekerly. 
For Sire Piers hym slowh^ there in the feeld, 
and stille there lay ded vndir hys Scheld ; 



Th« Mrvmnta of 
Lupye inquin 
who Plan ia. 



batnobodj 
knoirai 



[iMfSl] 



880 Mdth^think 



884 



Tha flgfat begins 
between Pi«raaud 



892 



Tta«7 fight from 
prime UU past 



896 



900 



At last Ptera kills 
Marahaui^ 
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ettU offhia hMd, and theie Sire Piers smot Of his hed, 

& bar it to kyng lucye In that sted, 904 

And seyde to hym In this Manero, 
** Sire kyng, this dede hane I don here 

Mid aoqnito to Ao wyten kyng Orkaws In this feeld 

OfCRWSOftnMOIL w V 

Of tresowne that Marahana him Apelyd." 908 

" Certes, sire," quod kyng Incye the, 

^' Fill worthily here, Syre, hauen 30 do, 

and Aqwyt 30W In Alle degre 

Ab a knyht ful Of Cheyabe, 912 

and here to-Fore Alle My Baronye 

^e han jow qwyt Ful dowhtylye ; 
Lwjye thinki And On the beste knyht ait ae. be 
knigiit h« trar that Evere Sawh I, Certeynle ; 916 

'*''' wherf ore, And it were to jow non Noysaunce, 

and dadrw mora I wolde han som Of towTe Aqweyntawnce." 
him. '* Sire kyng, Gladliche it May wel be 

that Myn Aqweyntaunce haven scholen 90 ; 920 

but In this Contre I ne schal not Abyde, 

Sauf As lytel As I May this Tyde.** 
but Pien doM and whanne kyng Lucye say it wolde not be, 

nofc wish to ^tMf 

in tiM countiy. that he not wolde taryen In that Contre, 921 

thanne kyng Orkaws took he Asyde, 

And preide hym that like tyde 
LQcy« propoMto << that Er vi\j dayes fulfillyd were, 
^fe. ^'* At ^oure Castel I schal speken him there, 928 

For Mochel desire I now trewelye 

to knowen som Of his Chevalrye ; 

and Ek Aqweynted with him to be, 

I sey 30W, kyng Orkaws, ful sekerle." 932 

thanne kyng Orkaws Answeryd As ^ hende, 

" Sire, I hope there schole je hym fynde." 
orcawt and Piin Thus from Loudond they departyd Anon, 
^ *""*' And to his Owne Castel Gan he to gon, 936 

So that kyng Orkaws ful loyf ul was, 

and Ek Alle his Meyne In that plas. 
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Of his Speed and Of his lome 
that was I-don At Londone Cyte. 
And whaiuie to his Castel that he Cam, 
Ajens hem tho wente Many A Man, 
& Of Siie Pieis Maden fdl gret loye there 
that he hadde bom hym In swich Maneie, 
For they knewen wel In Certayn 
That a worthy knyght he hadde Inalayn. 

Whanne the thrydde day Was Agon, 
thanne seide kyng Orkaws to Pieis Anon, 
** Sire Hers, je han me don Good Servise, 
And I Myhte it jow qwy ten In Ony Gyse ; 
bat Axeth Of Me what 30 welen Crave, 
and be my CreAwnce je scholen it haue : 
And ^if it be In My powere, 
what that Evere 30 Azen here/' 
*' Sire, quod Piers Ageyn hym to, 
Myn Askynge je mown fol Esely do : 
"For non Good Of jowre ne wil I haue, 
l^ether Of non Eichesse ne wil I Crave ; 
but On thing that je wolde don for me 
whiche schal profyte» jow In Eche degre." 
thanne kyng Orkaws Answerid hym Ageyn 
that he it wolde don In Certeyn. 

** Now, Sire, non thing Ellis I Axe Of the, 
but Cristene Man that thou wilt be, 
and forsaken now thy fals lay 
that thou hast worschepid Many A day ;" 
and be-gan him forto schewe 
Of Cristee passiown wit/^Inne A throwe, 
and the holy vangelye gan him vndo. 
And Of Other poyntes Manye Mo ; 
80 pai with-Inne two dayes Afbyr Sewynge 
he browhte hem Alle to Ciistenynge, 
and Beneyeden the Sarasynes lay 
that they hadden kept fol Many A day. 



940 



and when they 
iMch the oastie. 



there Is great 
x^oidng for the 
Hi Tiotory. 



94.8 Oroawe adn Piers 
to choose his 
reward for his 
services. 



952 



956 



Piers wiU not 
have goods or 
money. 



960 



964 



He asks Oreaws 
to forsake his 
ftlseftith. 



968 



and so preaches 
to him, that 
972 in two days he is 
converted. 
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A hwmit la Not and there sente lie Aftyr An Ermyt Anon, 

and lete hem Cristenen theie Eyerichon. 976 

thanne the kyng that Orkaws I-Glepid was, 
his Name was tomed In that plas, 

who iMiptiMt and ' Lamet ' In haptesme Clepid was ho, 

theklngaaLuMt <r f # 

knd hii daugiitar And his dowhtoT ' Camjlle ' Certeynle. 980 

** thanne^ for the love Of the kyng, 

they Of the Contie Maden gret Beldyng, 
Adtyiaboiittii And A Cyte they gonne to Make, 
Mug, and odu And * Orkanye ' It Clepyd for his saka 984 

Orkaurab 

Whanne that Cristened Alle they were 
For the Moste part In that Eem there, 
Thanne kyng Lamet seyde In his wyse 
To Sire Piers, that knyht Of piyse, 988 

"Now, Sire Piers, Myn Owne Frende 
that to Me han hen so good & hende, 
Now that I have Fulfild to the 

Alle that Evere thow hast Axed Of Me, 992 

King Lamat aaka therf ore, Sire, herteliche I ;ow preye 

Piers to grant him y jt «r 

m nquaat. that myn Bequest je welen not denye." 

thanne seide sire Piers ful Sekirly, 
Ptora promiaaa < that his Beqwest he ne schold deny 996 

to do ao* 

jif that It were In his powere 

Ony thing that he myhte don there.' 

** 1 30W beseche thanne, quod the kyng, 
that )6 wolden falfillen now myn Axyng : 1000 

Lamet aaka Mm My dowhter Gamylle that je wolden take 

to marry Oamylla^ v ^ 

To jowre wyf. Sire, for my sake ; 
and then he ahan For 8che is I-€omen Of kyng A q wene, 

beheirtotht 

kingdom. and )>e/*to A good womman with-Owten wene ; 1004 

And I schal }ow Sesen In Al Myn lond, 
and Maken hem Boxom to )owre hond ; 
& )yf thns, Sire Piers, it Myhte be^ 
there nas nenere thing so loyful to Me 1008 

as jow tweyne to ben knyt In Maiyage, 
So worthy persones Of so hy parage.'' 
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thanne him Answerid Sire piers fill stille, 

" Sire, sethen ^e han fulfyld My wille, 1012 

jowre Askyng gladliche, Sire, wile I do, 

I Sey 30W Sykerle with-Owten Mo." 

Thanne the kyng thanked hym Often Sithe, 
and Of that tydynge was loyful and blythe ; 1016 

and thus sone he sente aftyr this Mayde 
& tolde hire how this Gentyl knyht hadde saide, 
So that Ensured thanne bothe they were, 
And for the Mariages they Ordeyned there. 1020 

And happede that A^ens the day Of weddynge 
Thedyr was Comen Sire Lweye the kynge, 
and Merveillede that AUe I-Cristened weren there 
In so schort tyme sethen to-gedens they were; 1024 
3it Neuertheles he desirede so Sore 
To knowen Sire Piers And Of his lore, 
and f orto haven Ids Aqweyntawnce 
he ne wolde not leven for Al this Chawnce. 1028 

So that In the Cyte of Orkanye 
was this Maryage fal Eyalye ; 
and there kyng Lwcye Abod vig dayes 
Fulliche, As this Storye here Sayes, 1032 

To beren Sire Piers fare Compenye 
that was so worthy In Chevalrye ; 
For the kyng him preisede so wel 
Of Bewte & bounte Euerydel, 1036 

so that nen^r wheche he Say 
So Mochel him pleside be hys lay. 
And Er the viij dayes I-past they were, 
Sire Piers kyng Lwcye so preched there, 
And Al his Compenye Ek therto 
that thike tyme wttA hym comen tho, 
& hem gan schewen Cristes lawe, 
where-OflFen kyng lwcye was fal fawe ; 1044 

So that Gristened thanne wolde he be 
be swych A Covenannt As I schal teUen the, 

GRAAL. — VOL. II. 20 



Pien is Tei7 
wlUiag. 



Th^ lend for the 



and she and Pien 
are befcrothd. 



On their wedding 
day 

kingLneyB 
arriyes, and ia 
much surprisd 
to find them all 
Chriatiana. 



The marriage 
takes place. 
King Lut^e 
remainB there 
for eight days. 



1040 Piers preaches to 



and oonverta him 
and all hla eom- 
pwiy. 



King Lncye 
makes a coveuaut 
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SIR BOBtRT DB BORBON AND THB BRUT. PIEBS DIB& [CR LII. 



withPl«n,tobt 
hlg brothtr In 
Amu and, 
chlvaliy* 



SoKIngLwiyi 
UdirirteDd, 



M both Sir RobCTt 
deBoRooMTi,. 

and also tha old 
atoiy racorda. 

Nerarthakaa tha 
BtoiyofBnitaaya 
nothing of Sir 
Piera, 

foitiadaarthat 
ha who draw thia 
atoiyoatln 
Romanoa knaw 
UtUe aboat tha 
St Graal, or tha 
atorj of Sank 
Bjal. 



PlanliTaaalong 
and worth/ UD^ 



and baa a nobla 

hairealldHar- 

lawnt. 



Piaradiaa, 



and la barid at 
Orkanya in St 
Phttip'B church. 



with this, that Piers In Compenye 

with kyng Lwcye wil holde?) Ghevalrye ; 1048 

And herto Swrawnce to y kyng he Made, 

wheie-Offen that Meyne weien ful glade ; 

and yxi he wolde hytu loven Ahoven Alle Othtr, 

As love scholde ben be-twene biothir & brothir. 1052 

Thus kyng Lwcye there Cristened wap 
And his Meyne Also In that plas ; 
Thorwh the teching Of Siie Perown, 
thus weren they Crestened Alle In-viiown, 1056 

As witnesseth Sire Kobert Bonon here 
that firom latyn to Frensch translated this Matere. 
and Ek the Olde Storye Becordeth Also 
That In this Manere this was I-do ; 1060 

And jit Neu^rtheles Brwtes Storye 
Of Sire Piers ne Maketh non Memorye ; 
For it Is fol Syker, with-Owten dowte, 
that he which In Komawnce this drow Owte, 1064 
he knew ful lytel Of Seynt Graal, 
Owther Of the Storye Of Sank Ryal ; 
And therefore noman Merveille hym here 
thowgh of Sire Piers he speketh not there ; 1068 

but they ne Connen not hem Excuse, 
Neuere owt Of this storye him to Eefuse. 

Kyht longe lyvede Sire Piers there 
In worthinesse and strengthe, In dinars Manure ; 1072 
and vppon his wyf there be-gat he 
A worthy Eyr In Alle Manar degre ; 
And Herlawnt was that Childes Name, 
A yayllawnt knyht, And Of gret Fame. 1076 

For whanTte to harmes that he Cam, 
he wax A worthy Chevalrows Man ; 
And whanTte that Sire Piers ded was, 
he Comaunded his Meyne In that plas 1080 

In Orkanye hym forto Entere, 
In A Chirche Of Seynt Phelyp there ; 



Digitized by 



Gpogle 



CH. LII.] THE KINGS WHO DB80ENDBB FROM PIERS. 

that be his lyve he dyde Don Make 

In Worschepe Of God And Seint Phelyppes sake ; 1084 

and thns Entered there he was 

with Mochel worschepe In that plas, 
and Aftyr his deth his sone harlan 

the Eegne Aftyr hym Eeloysched than, 1088 

and Ano« kyng was Crowned there; 

& perto A good Man in Many Manere, 

and wedded J)* kynges dowhter Of Irland, 

& On hire begat, As I vndirstond, 1092 

An Eyr that A kyng I-Crowned was, 

A worthy knyht In Every plas, 

hos Kame was Callid Melyan, 

that was A ChevaLrows & A worthy Man, 1096 

and Of Melyan descended Anothir kyng, 

A worthy Man In AUe thing 

hos Name pat was Agristes, 

A worthy Man In Every pies, 1100 

and perto bothe wys and Eedy ; 

apd to his wyf A f ayre lady, 

A womTTian Gtentyl & Of hy parage, 

and perto I-Comen Of gret lynage ; 1104 

so that On hire begat an Eyr of fame, 

kyng hedor Aftir was his name. 

and this hedor was On Of fe beste knyhtes 
that Evere In Orkanye was In fyhtes, 1108 

& wedded y kynges dowhter Of Northgales, 
As In this Manere vs scheweth these tales ; 
And An Eyr On hire Engendred he 
that Aftyr kyng was Of Orkane ; 1112 

And kyng loot thanne was his Kame, 
A worthy Man & Of gret Fame ; 
& On Of kyng Arthnres kyn weddede he, — 
which was A man Of gret powste — 1116 

and sche was lady faire and gent. 
& on hire he Engendrede verament 



307 



HerUwntcaooBods 
him. 



nuirrlMthe 
daughter of tiM 
kingoflrabad. 



indhasasofii 
oaUdMel7aii,« 
wortiij knight^ 



froon whoin 
dfltoMidiAgngtaa, 



who it both wiM 
and ready, 
and marriaa a 
Ikdrwiib. 



Hit aon'i name b 
Hador, 

who marriaa the 

danghtoroftha 

king of North 

WalM, 

and begeta a 1011, 



KingLoot^ 



who marriaa a 
relation of Kiag 
Arthnr'a, 
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30d OF LOT'a SONS; OAWAIK; BTO, AND ABTHUR's INCEST. [CH. LII. 

Mid hat fsw Foure sones f ul trewelyoi 

***"* As Recordith this Stoiye, — 1120 

Gawain, who Is « Of wheche the f erste Gawneyns hyhte, 

good knlghti bttfc 

tooiwhMroQt; that was A worthj Man In fjhte^ 

but that luxoiyows he was, 

A gret yys In Every plas. 1124 

The second ne was not so worthy A knyht^ 
Gnumwhoia And Granayns be his Name he hyht^ 
bot not iiieh • and herto A prowd Man was he, 

good knlghtf 

but not to Comende for Chevabe. 1128 

Owamhea, the thrydde brothir hyhte Gwerrehes, 

a worth! vuuk A woithy Man In Every pres, 

and longe Endurede In travaille ; 

but Atte laste with-Owten faiUe 1 132 

wtioiaaiiaat Ful velenosly he was Slayn 

alaln hf Bom 

be Boort Ofer lawncelot In Certeyn. 
The f owrthe brothir, was his Name 

Gahenet, A man Of Fame. 1136 

•ndOabMiat, this Gahenet was a worthy knyht^ 

bothe trewe and stedfast In Eveiy fyht ; 
the wiaast oftha and this of the fowre bretheren wisest was. 

fimrhiotiMn. 

this forseid Gahanet In every plas. 1140 

but ^yt Cam he neu^re to Gaweyn, 

As this storye seyth Certein. 
Than was aiao but thanne was there On Mordret, 

poaed toba that men Supposen hadde ben be-get 1144 



Look's aoD, 



Be-twene kyng Loot and his wif ; 



bat laaiiy born of but it was to-f oren with-0 wteu stry^ 

Arthar and hla 

aister, kyng Arthewr On his Soster Engendiid hym,^ 

As Manye bokys it telleth In Eym ; 1148 

whom ha mistook For he wende the Maiden Of Yrland it hadde be, 

tat the maiden of « . rx 

whanne that to his Soster wente he, 

^ As the holders of Arthur's perf eotaeas chooee to ignore 
this traditional sin of their hero's, while they are willing enough 
to aooept as true, Guinevere's traditional offence, I have added 
Lonelich's version of De Borron's account of the matter in an 
Appendix; though, of course, *Sire Bobert' may not be the 
autiior of Merlin, 
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and vhanne that he knew Apertly 

that with his Soster he hadde synned fleschly, 1152 Both Arfbnrand 

Thanne Bepented they hem Wondir Sore imskT 

Of that dede they hadden don thore. inoestf ^ 

but this was Er he weddede Gonnoie, This ww before 

That A worthy lady was^ and Of good lore. 1156 Oonnore. 

Now here Mown ^e sen In Certeyn, 
the Generacionn bothe hoi and pleyn ; 

And how that Gaweyn Of y lyne Cam So yoa lee how 

Of losep^^ Of Armathie, that Good Man ; 1 16Q deMended fh>ni 

and this Sapposeth not the peple here j Ariaatheiu 
bat It is thus In Alle Manere. 

And now leyeth here this Storye 

& of Al this lyne ful Sekerlye, 1164 

and Only tometh to losepAes Agayn Now uw story 

returns to 

As here Aftyr je scholen heren ful pleyn. JoMpbes. 



CHAPTER LIIL 

OP JOSEPHBS AGAIN, AND OF HIS TOUNOEST BROTHER 
GALAS. 

Joaephes Journeys among the 'wiM forests and beasts between 
England and Scotland, visits Wales, Ireland, and other 
strange (Countries (p. 810), and then goes to Galaforf^ 
which he left fifteen years before (p. 811). He finds his 
mother burid, and his brother Galas a knight, such as 
€huinor never saw before (p. 811-12). The men of Hotelise 
(afterwards Galea) send and ask Josephes to choose them 
a king (p. 312). By the advice of Gaanor, Nasoiens, 
and twelve wise men (p. 312), Josephes confers the 
Grown on Ghdas (p. 818); and with a great company 
they all proceed to Hotelise, and its chief city Palagre, 
where Galas is crownd (p. 314). He is so much liked, 
that after his death the name of his country was ohangd 
to Galea, *whiche Name Nenere chongen schal In this 
world whiche is Fynal* (p. 315). He marries, and from 
him descends King Vryens of the Round Table, who was 
slain in Arthur's fight against Mordret (p. 315). Now, 

' Fr. iosephj English MS. losepn, with a curl over the p. 
It most mean Josephes, as in the next chapter, 1. 68, the same 
lotej/g occurs, with ' ^ hUfadyr ' after it. 
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ni tell you an adventure of Galaaz's : One evenuig after 
hunting be comes on a quaint eight, a great Fire in a diy 
Ditoh (p. 316). Out of it oomes a voice^ saying that it's 
his Cousin Symew, who's burning there for his misdeeds, 
and wants a Place of Religion founded to allay his paina 
(p. 816-17), whioh cannot end till Galahad, nnstaind by lust, 
oomes to quench them (p. 317). So Oalaaa promises to 
found an Abbey, and to be burid there for Symew's ease 
(p. 317). The Abbey is built and endowd (p. 318), and 
Galaas entombd there when he dies, till Lancelot of the 
Lake removes his corpse (p. 318-19). 

Now forth this Stoiye gynneth to piocede^ 
and to Othere Materia it wjle va lede. 
Alter JoMphm whanno that loaepAea departyd thenne 

Imivm Pitts md 

Phanun, Fiom Fieis & Fhaians^ thike two goode Menne^ 4 

[twhiohPton] whicho^ phaians hadds In GoYemaunce^ 
thorwh happeng Of A lytel Mischaunce : 
and whanne that loeephes from hem was gon 

bo and hit <nm- And Ek his Compenve Everychon, 8 

puiy wandar a 

long time throagh Fill Manye lomes they wenten In fere^ 

tha forsata and 

among tha wild and but wilde forest ne fownden they there^ 

& Ek wylde bestes In that plas, 

where-Offen the lond repleynsched was ; 12 

and f ul Mochel harm they gonnen do 

To y peple that wente bothe to & fro ; 
Porthaeountry For that tyme Bretaygne Repleynsched not was 
peopiad. Toward Scotland bnt In lytel plas : 16 

and where that Evere Iosep%6S wente, 

he prechid Goddis Name veramente ; 

and Eodre where the Moste peple was, 
joaaphaapraadMa Sorrest he preohede In that plas, 20 

And wrowhte Only be goddis Myht, 



whara tba moat So that he Cam Keucre In non Contre, 

oaoDla aia to ba 

ftxmd. but jif his wille Of the peple hadde he. 24 

And thus wente losep^ Al Abowte 

Ha goes into Into straunge Contres, with-Owten dowte, 

Scotland. Waiea, Into Scotlond, wales, & Into yrland, 

and Inland, _ ^ ^ /%^ _x _ t j:-^^^j oo 
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& whanne thus he hadde travailled In this Manure, 

and departed his kyn^^es Men bothe hera & there, 

Forto Anhawncen there goddis Kame 

In Every Conti^ where that they Came, 32 

that so Atte laste him took A talent 

To Galafort to Gon thanne verament ; 

and whanne the Castel he Aprochid so Ny, 

And saugh It wel Amendyd Sothfastly, 36 

More dowble Ou^ that It was 

Sethen he departed from that plas ; 

but Mdrveille per-OSen was but lytel there. 

For he hadde ben thens Fyffcene ^ere ^ 40 

and Abowtes that Castel weren there dyht 

Manye Abbeyes In worschepe Of God Almyht^ 

that Manye goode men hadden don Mad 

Sethen losep^ departed from that sted. 44 

And ^hanne he was come to galafort, 
And £k his Meyne thider gonne Eesort, 
be that tyme his Modyr I-beryed was 
In An Abbey besides that plas, 48 

that by the Castel was there, 
worthily I-beryed and In f ayr Manere ; 
but Galas that his brothir was, 

whiche losephes lefte In that plas 52 

but of 3ong Age At his departyng, 
was A knyht Afom his Ajen Comeng, 
the worthiest holden In Chyvalre 
that was knowen In Ony Contre ; 66 

And Ordre Of knyht took this Galas 
Of l^asciens that Stille Abod In that plas, 
whero-Offen losephes Mdrveilled sore 
whanne his brothir A knyht that he say thore. 60 

and whanne they of Galafort losep^ sye, 
Ful gret loye they Maden, and Melodye, 
Of losephes and Ek of his fadyr losepe ; 
A}ens hem ]»ere Eonnen A ful giet hepg, 61 



and teavea his 
kinimen h«re and 
there to preach 
God's Name. 



At laat he goee 
back to Galafort, 



and finds It twice 
aa big aa when 
be left It, 



fifteen years 
before. 



Also maiij abbeys 
are bnilt round It. 



He finds his 
mother dead and 
burld there, 



but his yoangeet 
brother Galas, 
whom he left 
quite young, 

has become a 
brave knight, 



and has been 
knighted by 



Tlie people of 
Galafort r^oloe to 
see Josephes and 
his father. 
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Dok* 

weksoi 
iMftrtUj. 



•boat Usbrothor 
aalM» 



he is the best 
knight h« knows. 



to Josephea fh>m 
the kingdom of 
Hoteliw to Mj 
that their king Is 



and to ask 

Joeepheeto 
choose them 
another. 



Josephes consults 
-with Gaanor and 
Naadens what is 
to be done. 



and to hem ful grete Festes made, 

and to here Compenye, to Maken hem Glade ; 

For swich loye as Made dewk Gaanor 

whanne loaepJies and his fad jr he sawh thor^ 68 

Nenare so gret loje half he Made 

as that tyme he dyde, he was so glade ; 

fbr In herte to fom tyme fill sory he was 

that losephes so longe was from pat plas. 72 

A while whanne that Io6ep[he]s was rested there. 
Of the Manors of his brothir he gan Enqwere ; 
and dewk Graanor him Answerede Anon, 
& seide, ** swich A man As Galas was On, 76 

Of body, Of prowesse, and of dede, 
knew I neuere In non kyngreda'' 
and whanne loeep^es of galas horde this, 
thanne was his herte fol Of blis, 80 

and to hym tham^e Galas was ful dere, 
and herteliche hym lovede In Alle Manere. 

The ferste Mownthe pat losepAes Gam to Galafort^ 
Thedyr Messengeris to him gonnen Resort, 84 

and thedyr they browhte» hym newe tydynge, 
that sekerly ded was here kynge 
Of the Hem of hotelise, that was tho Cald, 
and After cleped Gale^, as now it is hald. 88 

and bencheson that here kyng ded was, 
to Iosep7268 they senten Into that plas, 
and hym preyden * for his honowr 
to Geten hem A lord and a Govemour, 92 

whcche that worthy here Crowne were forto here 
In defens Of here lond Every where ; 
for 3if oure Eem with-Owten kyng be Ony while^ 
It Myhte sone thanne fallen Into Exylle.' 96 

whanne losephes herde Of Al this Fare, 
Anon dewk Gaanor to hym Clepid he thare, 
and also dede he sire Kascien^ 
To taken Cownseyl of these two Men ; 100 
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" For ^if the Kem of hotelice with-owten kyng were, 

It Were to the peple a ful gret dere, 

aad lyhtly Myht Tomen In to Exyl, 

whiche were to the peple ful gret peryL 104 

whezfoie In goddis Name I jow preye, 

that trewe Gonseil Of Eyht }e welen Me seye, 

what Maner of Man that best worthy be «nd who wiii be 

the most woctii 

that Bern to goveme In Alle degre, 108 to govern this 

and that the sothe je welen me say, 

In charge of joure sowles at domesday.** 

** Sire, quod dewk Gaanor and Nasciens thenne, They take « night 

the sothe to Morwe we scholen ^ow kenne." 112 

vppon the Morwe» whanne it was day, 
thus bothe to losepAes gonnen they say, 
" Sire, Of that je gonnew vs to Eefireyne, 
Tppon Oxae sowles y sothe we scholen jow seyne, 116 
that In this Lond Man so worthy Is Kon Then they ny 

there is none so 

Of worthynesse In chevalrye Of flesch ne boiL worthy in the 

Ke non so worthy A Eem In govemaunce to have, brother oaiae. 

As Is Galas ^owre brothir, so god vs save. 120 

and therfore now doth 30ure likynge, 

For we holden hym best worthy to be A kynge." 

^' wel, quod losep^es, jit schal I Enqwere Joeephee eaye he 

of Other Men that ben not so Kere." 124 ihrther opinion, 

thanne sente losepAes forth ryht Anon, sendeforthe 

Aityr twelve the wysest Of Al that won. men in the 

Anon to fom hym they Comen thus sone, 

and to hem there spak he Al Alone : 128 endpntathe 

matter before 

lyk As^ he hadde Seyd to dewk Gaanore, picsr.Ai3 them, 

to these xij worthy mew he seyde Ryht thore ; 
and Anon On styrte forth be-fom, 
and seide they scholden hym Answeren vppon y Mom. 
vppon the Morwen they Comen Alle twelve, 133 

and Aftyr Gaanor they seyde the Selve, After thinking it 

1 . , ■.-..TO. 1 -^x ®^®' ^'^ • "'k^*» 

and seiden that JSon So worthy Nob they also ax upon 

GalBB. 

to ben A kyng, As was his brothir Galas. 136 
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JoMphwa 
for hia brother 
■ndtelUhim 
abootlt, 
and how bo it 
adriad to iiuk« 
him Mng of 
HoteUaa. 



GalaakMeU 
down and raoalvaa 
the gift ftom 



Then Joaaphaa 
and Galaa, with 
Nasdanai Oaanor, 



and a gnat 
company, 
go to Uotaliae, 
and are well 
recelrd by all 
the people. 



Oalaa la orownd 
by Joaephes In 
theettyof . 
Palagra^ 



thanne losep^es, his brotliir Gan he to Calle, 
and thus to hym seide Afom hem AUe, 
" Brothir Gralas, come hydyr to Me 1 
kyng Of the Bern of hotelyce schal I Maken the 140 
be CJownseyl of these goode Men Certeyn, 
For the grete goodnesse that Of )ow they seyn ; 
For sokerly it Nys not don by Me 
Althowh that je my brothyr be ; 144 

but sethen that ^e ben Of swich prowesse, 
I am Eyht loyful In Sykemesse 
that 3e ben worthy to haven swich honour, 
Of the Bem Of hotelyce to beren the flour.'' 148 

thanne knelede Galas down Anon, 
And of losepA^s this 3ifte Besceyyede thus son. 

Thanne Aftyr Anon the thrydde day 
losephes horn Galafort took the way, 152 

So dede Ek Sire Nasciens Ss dewk Gaanore, 
And this 3onge knyht Galas with hem Bod thore, 
and with hem Also gret Chevalrye 
To hotelyce Byden In Compenye ; 156 

and Anon ful worthyly Besceyved they were 
Of Alle the baronage that was there, 
and ful gret loye Of hem they Made, 
And ek Al the lond of hem weren glade. 160 

So that it happede On whyt-sonday 
that for this Galas was Mad gret Aray 
Atte Moste worthiest & worschepful Cyte 
Of Al hotelyce, As I teUe the, 164 

which that Palagre was Cleped than9»e ; 
Thedir Besorted ful Many A Manne 
For to sen the kynges Coronaoyon, 
Thedir they wenten with good devocion ; 168 

so that there A kyng Insacred was Galaig, 
Of his Owne brothir losephes in that plas. 

Thus helden they there A worthy feste, 
and weren ful welcome bothe Mest and leste ; 172 
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BO that Galaaz stille kyng dwelde theare, 

and hyghly beloved was Every where 

Of dewks, ErleS; & of Barown, 

and Also of Alle his Eegyown ; 176 

80 that for his good beiyng and his fame 

the lond 'Ener Af tyr hym bar the I^ame ; 

For Aftyr the tyme that Galaaz was ded, 

It is Evere clepyd Galez In that sted, 180 

whiche Kame I^eoere Chongen schal 

In this world whiche is FynaL 

Thanne this Galaaz wedded A wyf , 
A kynges dowhter with-Owten stryf, 184 

and On hyr^ he be-gat, the sothe to say, 
A sone that was kyng Aftyr his day ; 
and of that sone be Eyht Engendrwre 
desendid kyng Yryens, I the Ensure, 188 

that was ful of worthynesse 
In kyng Arthures tyme, and of prowesse ; 
and a felawe was Of the Bownde-table^ 
As I jow here telle with>Owten fable, 192 

and slayn was with kyng Arthowr In bataylle 
vppon the pleyn Of Salysbeiy wttA-Owten faille, 
where As kyng Mordret and kyng Arthowr 
To-gederes hadden A ful gret Schowr ; 196 

And there Eyht kyng Mordret was slayn, 
And kyng Arthour I-wownded ful sore Certayn. 

vppon A day as Aftyr it befylle, 
I schal 30W Of kyng Galaaz telle, 200 

that hadde I-Eyde Alle A day 
In A wylde forest, the sothe to say, 
tyl that It was A^ens the Nght, [sjht ; 

that Nethir of his Meyne ne Of howndis hadde he non 
and so dyrk it be-Cam Anon 
that he ne wyste whedir to gon, 
Ne Cowde not knowew his Owne weye, 
Certeinly As I 30W Seye. 208 



Ha U highly 
belovd by aU his 
noblM and p«opIe^ 



MidaftarUs 
dMithhlahuidis 
oalld OftlM for hia 



He maniM a wifo 



andhasftaoo. 



from whom 
dMoenda Uriena^ 



wholaaknlfrhtof 
the Bound Table, 



and diea on 
SaUabory plain, 

where King 
Arthar and 
Hodrethave 
their great battle. 



One day Galas is 
riding in a wild 
forest all alone. 



and loses sight of 

his followers and 

dogs. 

He misses his 

way in the dark. 
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316 GALAS FINDS STUW BITRNINO DT A DBT DITCH. [OH. UU 

80 that Into A wast lawnde he happede theie, 
but non Manere Of weje sawhe he nowhere, 
and thus toavers he Rod tyl Myd Nyht 
and tiitftMM ft tyl atte laste lie say A qweynte syht^ 212 

quaint >lght» 

affTMt an In a diye diche A ful gret Fyr : 

aitoh."* * thanne thedirward to drawen was his desyr. 
and whanne he was Gomen to that plas, 
there hovede he, and Abod A ful gret spas, 216 

and Merveillede what this fyr myhte he, 
that so lyht brende In Alle degre. 

And whiles that Galaaz so hovede there^ 
He hmn m rdct he herde A voys As it Gome from feie, 220 

oamiiig fktnn tt^ 

whiche that Seyde there to Galaas, 
which Mjt that « lo, here thy Nygh Cosyn In this pks, 

UaooulniB then 

andoaaDotgat that hero In this torment do dwelle, 

and hens ne May not, I the telle." 224 

whaime Galaaz herde hjm Gosyn so Calle, 
he M^nreillede how that myhte befalle, 
and hym Abascbet wondyr Sore 
Of the yoys that he herde thore, 228 

Clear 83] And seyde to hym, ** that thow telle Me, 

Galas U aetonlaht, ./ .r ^ w 

and aaka the man wherby I May knowon In Ony degre 

what Man^r Of thing that thow Art, 
andwhyheiaao And why to the delyvered Is this part 232 

Of so gret Angwysch and torment, 

As here with myn Eyen I se present ; 

whiche thing I desire ful sore to knowe, 

Of Alle this tormentis vppon a Eowe.** 236 

TheToieeaa- " I Am Symew, thyn Owne Cosyne, 

Bwen,**IainSj^ * ' .^ * » 

men, who expiate that here HOW dwelleth In this pyne 

in this flie the 

misdeed I did to Forto qweuchen My Mysdede 

"•^ that I dede to Perown of Fahhede, 240 

the wheche Myn Owne Gosyn was 
As thou hast to f om herd In 0]i«r plas, 
and therfore non More I schal the Seye ; 
but, for his love pat On Gros Gan deye, 244 
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So that In Aleggeng Of my peyne, 
do for me On thing that I schal seyne, 
and fownde here som place of Beligyown, 
that with good herie and good devocyown 
they Mown to lesw for Me pieyen, 
here My peynes forto Aleggen." 

thanne Answeryde Galaaz, <* Sykerle^ 
Symew, I have wel herd speken Of the ; 
but telle me now Symew my Axyng, 
Schal this tnrment ben Euere dniyngl" 
** I schal the telle^" qaod Sjrmew tho, 
'' jif that this thing that thou wilt do." 
"I the gzanntCy qnod Galaaz thanne, 
Kyht As I Am A trewe Manne. 
and )it for the I schal don More ; 
wttA Manye fayio Goodes I schal it store, 
and ferto here don Maken A Eiche Abbeye, 
Tmstylich, Symew, As I the Seye ; 
)it More-Over I schal preyen be my levynge^ 
that I, Af tyr this worldes departynge, 
In that same Abbeye I-beryed to be. 
For Mochel it ben Amendid be Me ; 
and that I hope schal don the Ese, 
Aleggeng thy peyne, And Ek god to pleee.'' 

Anon thanne Symew be-gan to Giye, 
And thanked Galaaz with voys f ul hye, 
Thanne Seyde Symew fere to Galaaz 
whiche that hovede fere In that plas, 
^'vndiistondeth, Sire Gralaaz, Kyht wel, 
that this torment schal passen Every del 
Al so sone As that A worthy knyht 
that Aftyr the schal hoten fol Eyht 
Cometh to vysiten this like place ; 
God with hym schal senden his grace, 
and In this diche stawnchen this feer, 
that thon here Sixt brcnnen so Cleer; 



"Now do one 
fhlng to nliaro 



and foand mmom 
_.- place of raligloa 
248 formathattlMy 

najprvfornM." 



252 



GalMMkiirheit 
to Mdhr tat ovar. 



256 



260 



and promiaaa to 
Jbund aD abbay* 



264 



and be bnzld in 



InhopaatoraHara 
Syman and please 
268 Ood. 

Symen thanka 



272 



and aaya that the 

torment shall be 
over when a 
certain knight 



276 



eztingalsh the 

280 f^ 
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318 GALAS BUILDS AND ENDOWS AN ABBEY TOIL STHEW. [oH. Lin. 



lieeauM h0 Bhall 
be pare. 



He ihall end the 

adventureeofthe 

SianuO. 

Then Symen eaje 



GalM goee «wi^. 



aiid meeU all hie 
company, 
who have been 
lamenting him, 



and an rejolct 
to aee him again. 



Chtlas aendi for 
workmen and 



bulldean abbqrof 
the Trinity, 
wherein elxty 
monks are to live. 



When he dies, he 
iaboridinthat 
abbey with aU hie 



and fat be Encheson Of On thing is this, 

that nevwre with liixvre he was brend Iwys ; 

and Into this lond Of his Entrynge, 

Alle the poyntes of seint graal scholen hauen Endynge." 

Thanne lefte Symew his talkynge, 285 

And no More Spak to Gralaaz the kynge ; 
And Alwey kyng Gklaaz 6an hym Hefreyne, 
but neuere Aftyr word to hym wold he seyne. 288 
And whanne y kyng Sawh that he Kolde 
to hym no More speken vppon that Molde, 
In to his weye he tomede Ageyn 
(As that tyme hym happede In Certeyn,) 292 

where as he departyd the day to fore, 
there As Al his Meyne hadden hym lore ; 
and there with his Meyne Mette he Anon, 
that for hym hadden Mad fol gret Mon, 296 

lest that som Misaventure 
to hym hadde Comen, I the Ensure ; 
but whanne they syen hym wel At his Ese, 
thaime In here hertis it dede hem plese. 300 

vppon the Morwen, whanne it was day, 
the kyng Abowtes sente be Every way 
bothe Aftyr Masowns And Gaipentere, 
An hows Of Eeligiown to Fownden there 304 

where As Symew to hym spak : 
thus dede kyng Galaaz wtt^-Owten lak, 
and f ownded An hows Of the Trenite, 
And there-Inne Syxty Menkes serteinle, 308 

and therto fownded hem with good Inowhd, 
Of londes and Bentes, Oxen And plowhd, 
So that they hadden Suffysawnt levynge 
for Alle Cristen Bowles to preyen & synge. 312 

And Al so sone As kyng Galaaz was ded, 
he let hym beryen In that same sted ; 
And with hym Al his Armure, 
And Also his helm, & his swerd, I the Ensure ; 316 
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OH. LIV.] GALAS IS BUKID IN THB ABBEY HS BUILT FOR 8THBW. 319 

& )ere In A Eiclie grave hym pytte. 

For that non Man scholden Eemeven Itte febat no man may 

, -, , , more hla body 

to Fore tymes that lawncelot the lake tm Lancelot of 

tha Laka fw rnw ^ 

thedyr come, fat body vp to take, 320 whotakaait^p 

that with gret peyne it scholde Remeve. dUBo^! 

lo here of Galaaz the storye doth leve, The atoryretnma 

(o Joaeph. 

and telleth now of losepA^^, ^i ng, loop's.] 

how that he deparfcyd from that hep«, 324 

From losepA^s, and from his brothir Galaaz, 
And tomede Ajon In to Anothii plas. 



CHAPTER LIV. 



HOW JOSEPH DIED, AKD JOSEPHE8 < PASTE TO GOD IN A 
BLBSID TTME/ 

Joseph diee^ and is biirid in an Abbey of the CroflS of England 
(p. 320) ; and Joeephea^ siok and * deseyay/ goes to King 
Mordreins (p. 320), and says he is ftdl of joy, beoanse Qod 
has told him he shall die next morning (p. 320-1). Mor- 
dreins then asks for some token of remembrance of him 
(p. 321), and Josephes tells him to send for the Shield 
which he gave him for his battle with Tholomer (see vol. 
1. p. 109-110). When it comes, Josephes's nose bleeds 
(p. 321), and with the blood he makes a Cross on the Shield 
(p. 322), gives it to Mordreins, and says no one shall hang 
it on his neck without repenting the deed, till Galahad 
takes it (p. 322). Mordreins thanks God for giving him 
sight to see the shield (p. 823), and asks Josephes where 
he shall put it (p. 323). < On Nasoiens's tomb, for there 
shall Galahad come' (p. 323). On the morrow Josephes 
'paste to God m a blesid tyme' (1. 188). His father^s 
body is carrid into a land where there is a famine, and at 
once the famine ceases (p. 823). The body is bnrid in 
the Abbey of Glays, whidi is thenceforth called Glayst- 
yngbery (p. 324). 

Thanne procedyth forth this storye, 

and telleth how fat to Galafort losephes gan hye, Joaaphaa ncanis 

to speken with kyng Mordreyns verament spaak with 

that often tymes hadde for hym sent, 4 ^^'^"^•» 
whom fill gret desir he hadde to se, who daaird to 

As I 30W seye ful Certeynle. 



aaehim. 
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320 J088FH DIES. JOSEPHBB YI8ITS KINO JfOBDRSIKS. [CH. LiV. 

In tiM BMmttin*, Li this Mene whille deyde Io8ep7i6 his fadyr dere, 

and was Entered In a fair Manere 8 

In Engelondy As seith this storye. 

In an Abbey Of the Croys, As it Maketh Memorye. 
to JowpbM't wherfore losep/tes sore discomforted was. 
and to barid in an For his fadyr was beryed In that plas, 12 

cixM. For ful gret love was hem be-twene, 

As Evere be-twene fSeidyr & sone Men Myhte sene. 

And losephes Eyht ful feble Fas tho^ 

that vnnethis for Syknesse Myhte he go, 16 

what for fastyng and for travaylle 

Onnethis Myhte he gon Sawn faille ; . 
joMphMbimMif And so Ai deseysy & ful Syk he wente 

la vary Ul* 

as he goes to To Sen kyng Mordreyns yeramente, 20 

Mordraiiw In In the Same Abbey wheche he let Make, 

ha^foundwiT ^>^^ ^^^ ^^ f ownden for his 6wne sake. 

whanTie he was Comen In to that plas, 
Evene there As kyng Mordreins was, 24 

and hym hadde Salwed In fayr Manere, 

MordMfni laya tluuiTie seide kyng Mordreyns to hym there, 

he hM long 

derird to sea ** Sire, Eyht welcome forsothe je be I 

longe haue I desired 30W to speken & se, 28 

and with me here, sere, for to dwelle, 

For Manye thinges I moste 30W telle ; 

For trewly ful longe thinketh Me 

that ^e han been Owt Of this Contre ; 32 

and to know how and therfore wolde I weten ful fayn 

it to with him. 

how that It stont with 30W Certayn." 
" Syre, I am Al heyl and sownd, 
blessed be god, vppon this grownd, 36 

joeephee aaya For More loye Neuere I ne hadde 

he had never 

more reaaon to be thanne I now haue, I May be gladde." 

giadin htouft, ^ ^^^ where-Offen, good Sire, quod Mordreins y kyng, 

May I not knowen Of that thyng ? " 40 

*' jis sire," quod losephes, " certeynly, 

I it schal 30W tellen ful trewly : 



Digitized by 



Google 



CH. LIV.] JOSBPHBS ANNOUNCES HIS SFEEDY DEATH TO MORDElEIlfB. 321 



Sire, I schal jow sein At this tjme, 

hens schal I passes to-Morwen At pryme 44 

Owt Of this world Into Anothir place : 

thus hath sent me to seyne the kyng Of Grace." 

And whanne kyng Mordreyns herde this, 
Anon he wepte for deol Iwys, 48 

& seide to losephes In this Manere, 
** A 1 goode losephes, My Frend so dere, 
Kow I am here A-lone In this Gontre, 
and foTHsaken Alle mjn Owne londis & fe 53 

For the grete love that I In )ow fond, 
this, losephes, I preie 30W vndirstond ; 
Now sethen that it Is So Nygh ^oure tyme 
that }e scholen hens passen to-Morwen At pryme, 56 
with herte I 30W preye f ul Specyale 
that Som Man^r Of Tokene je welen leven Me, 
that I Of )ow Myhte hauen som Man^sre Eemembranyace, 
what so Eu^re me be-happed In Ony Channce." 60 
** this schal I don, Sire," quod losephes tho ; 
And thanne hym bethowhte how he myhte do. 
thus sone Anon It Cam In his Mynde ; 
thanne seide he to Mordreyns that was so kynd, 64 
** do bringen that scheld hider to Me, 
that In to the Bataille I be-took the, 
Whanne thoW Werredest vppon Tholomer, 
and Of hym haddest the vittorye ther.** 68 

kyng Mordreyns seide it scholde be do, 
and bad A Man Anon therf ore to go ; 
for that scheld faste by him it was, 
and £very day he it kyste In that plas, 72 

for the grete love he hadde therto, 
Eche day twye or thries he kyste it so. 

The same tyme the scheld Cam losephes before, 
At his Nese he bledde wondyr sore, 76 

and that stawnched it wolde not be 
For non thing he Gowde pt se. 

GBAAL. — VOL. II* 81 



for he knows 1m 
in to die tho 
next day, 
at prime. 



If ordreiiis it 
iDttchgrtevd, 



and Mks Jai«phe« 
to leave some 
token with him, 

thflt he may keep 
ta remembraiioa 
ofblm. 

Jooephea 
oonaente. 



telle Mordrrina 
to bring Uieahield 
be wore 



when lie 
ooiiquerd 
Tholumer. 



Mordreina has 
the sbleld fatdit. 



Joaephes bleeds 
violently at 
Uie noee; 
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322 jqSIPHBB 0B068BB MOBOBEINS'a 8HISLD WITH HIS BLOOD. [CB. LI?. 

Anon thuB sone he took this sdield 
tbat kyng Moidieins bar In the feld, SO 

im makM a onm and A Mjddes the scheld, here As he stood, 

ontlMahleldwiyi 

ttM uood, he Made a C1078 with his Owne blood, 

and whanne that so he hadde I-don, 

to kyng Moidreins he betook it Ancm, S4 

giTM um shMd and seide theie to Moidreyns the kyng, 
to ramembOT ** this schsl I leven 30W In Bemembiyng. 
toutn/hira that lu ^his scheld A Crois I have Mad here 
re^i^tateahfor with myn Owne blood wtt^-Owten dwere; 88 

*^'*''' So that whanne je taken this scheld On honde. 

On Me to thenken scholen }e fonde ; 

For the Cioys that I have Mad here 

achal Evere lasten As freach & feie 92 

as it is this ilke same day ; — 

beleve wel, kyng Moidieyns, that I the aay;-^ 
udiranyimiciit and jif Ony knyht that po bold be, 

Is so nuh u to 

pat tbe shield on Abowtes him it hangen la Ony degre, 96 

ha' will npmt It th^t he ne achal f ul sore Bepente, 

Tjl that A worthy knyht Come presente. 
But Galahad. wheche the worthy Galaaz schal be bote, 
Nasdens's \^n^, The Issto Of the lyne Of Nasciens Rote ; 100 

shTei^* * and he this scheld schal taken On honde^ 
And non bnt he ; this thou yndirstonde ; 
For there schal neuere ben knyht so harde 
hit to Ocupyen, but Onlich he ; lOi 

For lik as mo M^rveilles be this scheld hast pan seye, 
^it Mo schal galaaz werken Many weye ; 
and lik As this scheld passeth Alle Oper scheldi^ 
and shall ezod So Oalaaz schal passen In townes and feldis 108 

all oUmt knights. 

Alle knyhtes Of Cheyalrie In eyeiy dede. 

So MdnreHlons Ss worthy In his Manhede, 

and with that the kyng gan to se 

bothe y scheld an Cros fol verrayie ; 112 

Thanne took the kyng this scheld On honde^ 
and Often to kyssen he gan it fcmde * 
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M ordraiM regalnB 
•ifcbt to see the 
•hield and the 
eroee, and 
gives thanks 
Christ fbr his 
mercy. 



He asks where 
the shield shall 
be kept? 



[leaf 84] 

Josephes advises 
it should be hong 
over Naaciens*s 
tomb. 



OB. LIV.] JOSEPHES DIES. JOSEPH'S CORPSE STATS A FAMINE. 323 

and seide, "lord God, I-worecliepid thou be, 

that Grace Of Syhte hast giaunted me ll6 

This Crois to Sen here with Myn Eye ; 

Now, goode lord lesw, Gromessye." 

and thanne bespak kyng Mordreins 

To losephes Er he wente theins, 120 

" Sethen 30 han me left this like thing 

30W, foito haven In Bemembryng, 

Telleth me, losephes, I 30W pray, 

where that this scheld putten I may, 124 

So that thike worthy knyht 

It myht properly Comen to his syht." 

Thanne losephes Seyde to hym tho, 
** Sire kyng, ^if Aftyr Me ^e welen do, 1 28 

loke where Nasciens Is beryed whanne he is ded, 
and hange je that scheld In thike same sted ; 
For thedir schal Comen that goode knyht 
at the fyftenethe day, I sey 30W Eyht, 132 

Aftyr that he hath taken the Ordre of Chevalrye ; 
Ful faste thedirwardis he schal hym hye.*' 
thanne seide the kyng it scholde be do. 

and thns losephes there parted hym ho, 
Vppon the Morwe Atte Owr Of pryme 
he paste to Gtxi In A blesid tyme, 
and was Entered In that same Abbey 
There As kyng Mordreins bedered lay. HO 

but thanne Comen Othir Men, and his Fadyr bore 
Into A Nothir Centre besides there ; 
For A gret AfEamyne Amonge^ hem was* 
his body they boren Into that plas, — IH 

For this storye fill trewe it Is, 
and also I-proved with-Owte?i Mys,— 
that At the Entre Of that holy Man 
Al that Famyne Secede Anon than ; 148 

and the lond becam ful Of blessidnesse. 
Of Catel, Of good, and Of Al Eichesse; 



136 Then they part. 



At the hoar 
of prime the 
next momin{f, ' 
Josephes passes 
to God, 

and Is barid In 
the abbey. 

His fkther's body 
Iscarridto 
another oonntry, 

where a fiunine is 
stopt by it, 



and the land 
becomes fhdtfuL 
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324 jobbph's oorpsb is burid at Glastonbury. [ch. lv. 

80 that they seiden with-Owten Obstacle, 
' that God for that body wrowhte Miracle 152 

the wheche they browhte Into that Contre ; ' 
iST^l' bSd* ^^^ ^ Abbey was buryed ful Solempne, 
atthe Abb«yof that thabbev of Glays that tyme was Cald, 

GlastODbniy. ^ ^ ^ 

whech Abbey of Glaystyngbery now men hald. 156 
The itoiT goM to Kow Eesteth here this storye, 

and Of Aleyn the Sone Of bron Maketh Memorya 



CHAPTER LV. 



how 0a8tlb oorbenib is built fob thb holt graaly 

and vsnobanob is donb fob db8pitb to it and 

Solomon's sword. 

Joeepbes, before bis deatb, g^ves tbe Holy Graal in charge to 
Aleyn (p. 326), and with it he and his brethren journey 
from Galafors through strange lands, till they come to a 
foolish (nue) people, who know nothing but land-tilling, 
in the land of Foreygne, the king of which, Galafres, is a 
leper in his city Maloe (p. S26-7). The king has Aleyn 
brought before him, and asks him if he can cure him (p. 
82S). Aleyn says, Tes, if he will turn Christian, and 
destroy all his idols (p. 328). Galafres then breaks them 
all to pieces (p. 329), is christend (p. 830), and Josephes 
shows him the Graal, which cares him instantly (p. 330). 
In honour of this, Galafres beheads all his people who will 
not turn Christians, so that the land is converted within 
a month (p. 330). He then ofifers to give his daughter in 
marriage to Aleyn* s brother Joswe, and build a Castle for 
the Graal (p. 331). The castle is built, and is miracul- 
ously directed to be calld Carbenief or Treasure of the 
Holy Vessel (p. 331-2). The Graal is deposited there, Joewe 
crownd there, and marrid to Alphanye, on whom he be- 
gets an heir, Amynadappe (p. 332-3). At night, King 
Alphasan (formerly Galafres) sees a Vision, — the Graal on 
a silver table, a priest before it, and the sound of a thou- 
sand voices, and of the beating of birds* wings (p. S33X 
Then a flaming man tells him that he shall suffer for 
being in that holy place, and stabs him through both 
thighs (p. 333-4). The king gets his barons to carry him 
out of Corbenie, which he names "The Palace of Ad- 
venture '* (p. 834-5), and in which no knight but one ever 
slept without meeting his death (p. 835). In ten days 
Alphasan dies, and is burid with Aleyn in St Mary's at 
Corbenie (p. 385* 6). After Joswe's death, his son Amyna- 
dappe reignd in his stead (p. 336). And Amynadappe 
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JOBBPHBS*S DEATH-SATIN08 TO ALEYN* 
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begat Caroeloifl, and Caroelois Mangel, and tfangel Lambor 
(p. 386). Now, Lambor fought with his old cousin 
Varlans, who was a paynim, and discomfited him (p. 836-7), 
and Varlans went on board the ship which Nasoiens 
enterd at the Yl Tomaunt (vol. i. p. 856, &o.)i and found 
a sword — Solomon^s — with which he, Varlans, killd king 
Lambor (p. 337) ; whence came great tribulation to both 
lands, for in neither did tree bear fruit, or fish live, and 
they were calld the Wtutdble Land (p. 337-8). On going 
back for the Scabbard, King Varlans falls dead (p. 338). 
Now after Lambor, his son Pellean reigns, who is wounded 
through both thighs, is calld King Mayham (p. 388), and 
is heald by Galahad. Pelican's son is Pelles, whose daughter 
Pelle passes all women in Britain for beauty, save Qon- 
nore, Arthur's wife (p. 339); and on Pelle, Launcelot 
begets Galahad, the blessed knight^ who ends all tha 
Adventures of Britain (p. 839). 



Now this Stoiye f artheie doth telle 
bothe Of loaephes and Aleyn fill snelle ; 
whanne that to the deth he drowhd so l^j, 
thanne behelde he Aleyn fol witterlj, 
and sawgh that he wepe so f aste ; 
thanne he hym Axede Atte laste, 
'' Aleyn, why wepyst thow so sore % 
telle me thy Caose why and wherfore." 

" Sire, I May wepen Ryht wel, 
and ^e it knewen Every del. 
For A schepe that Alone left Is 
With-Owten pastour Of er herdeman I-wys ; 
Anon Cometh the wilde lyown, 
And it distroieth Al & Som. 
Sire, this Mater I telle by the 
that Art my pastonr Sykerle, 
And I ^owre schepe as [je] wel knowe 
that thus from Me scholen deye nowe. 
ho schal thanne My pastour be ? 
Kow, good sire, thot ^e welen tellen Me." 

'' ^ scholen 30ure self been A good pastour, 
and Aftyr me je wil werken Eche Owr. 
but loke that ^e non Marchant pastour be, 
that Fychcheth his Eyen^ In Eche degre ; 



When JowpbM 

« iMMMAtoyn 
weeping, 



and Mks what la 
thematterP 



A]ejn iaj* he 



111 

leaving him 
alone. 



12 



16 



like a aheep tliat 
has lost ito 
ahepherd. 



20 

Joaepheablds 
Aleyn be shepherd 
after him, 

P Fr. ««l laitte 
ft. Mt oe//M (eheep) 
-»4 a»U»Z 
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andbefidttiAa 
aadaotl?!. 



He Mnds for 
theOnuO. 
and giTM it to 
Alayn, 

and bids him take 
care at hb own 
death that the 
Yeaad may etUl 
ataj in the land. 



When Joeephea 
Udead, 
Alejn leasee 
Qalafort with 
hie brotliera. 



who all are 
maiTld except 
one, 

Joewe. 



They go where 
God and ad- 
venture lead 



but tome yyxae'Ejen from Idelneeae, 

and Ocupie )ow In good Besynesse 

tiiat schal kepen joore body from AUe tonneitty 

and to Endeles blysse 30W Represent ; 28 

therfore loke that je kepe ^w wel 

that the Enemy In 30W haue part non deL" 

Thanne dyde losephes Anon to-fom hym bzyBgc 
the holy vessel with-Owten lesynge, 32 

and seide to Aleyn In this Manure ; 
''lo, this holy vessel I betake the here 
wiohe lesu Crist my fadyr be-took ; " — 
Aleyn it Besceyvede, & not forsook ; — 36 

*' and whanne Owt Of this world ^t f& schole paae, 
loke that je it Qideyne In to swioh A place 
that In this Bern It mot stille dwelle^ 
And be jow I-Sesed, Aa I 30W telle." 40 

So Aleyn Of this worschepfol jifte these 
he was fill loyful In Alle Manere. 

Whanne that losephes to God past waa, 
Aleyn Kemevede from that plas^ 44 

Owt from the Gontre Of Galefors ; 
and his bretheren with hym gonnen £eeort| 
For Wedded weren they Everychon^ 
Alle his bretheryn Except On 48 

wiche that loswe I-Clepyd was, 
that tho was vn-Maryed, so was his grace ; 
and the beste knyht he was be Est Ofer West^ 
and Of Alle his Bretheren. Aleyn loved hym best. 5^ 

Whanne that from Galafort he Gan gon, 
thanne Axeden him his bretheryn Eveiichon, 
* Into what Centre that he wolde Go.' 
and he hem Answerede, 'he Ifiste not tho^ 56 

but as Qod And Aventure 
vs wile Cowndeye, I jow Ensure.' 

So wente be forth. And his bretherin AU^ 
As be Aventure to hem gan falle j GO 
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And An hundred Mo Of hie kyniede 

Forth with hym than gan he lede, 

and seide * that Som voide Contre 

with that kyniede Bepleynsched scholde he, 

So that with Al his power 

he woischepid & Servid god Everywher. 

Thus wente he Forth In his lome, 
as was his Aventuie and destyne, 
tyl he Cam In to A strounge land 
where As Nise peple he fond. 
That ne CoWden but Of Lond tylyng, 
Swich was here labour and here werkyng ; 
and that Bern was Clepid Foraygne, 
Of Wheche the kyng was A lepre Certaygne^ 
and so Orible he was to Mannes Eye 
that Eche Man schoned his Compenye ; 
And his Name was Clepyd Glalafres, 
Somtyme A worthy knyht In pres, 
and dwellyd In- his Owne Cyte 
That Malce was Clepyd, As I telle the : 
and the Same kyng A paynem was. 
And Ek Al his peple In Every plas. 

Whanne Aleyn Into the Cyte Entren began, 
On hym there loked Many a Man, 
and wondred what peple what they were 
That Into the Cyte Entrede so there^ 
alle Barefoot,' And In powre vesture, 
Of wheche the kyng herde, I }ow Ensure, 
and thus sons Comanded the kyng 
hem to-fom hym bringe with-Owten taryeng. 
So that Openly he Myhte hem Se, 
And whens they comen and [of] what centre. 

and whanne he hem Sawh In his Syht^ 
thanne Axede he hem Anon Ryht 
* Of what Contre that they were.' 
thanne Answerid they Anon In fere, 



A hmdred of 
hit kindred go 
with JoMphes to 
replenish boom 
tacaut oountiy. 



64 



68 

He oomes to 
strange land 
where roolish 
people dwell, 
who know 
rrn nothing bat 
•^ tilliiigland. 

The eoantry la 
calld Forayne, 
and the king 
la a leper 



76 



namd Galafrea, 

who haa been a 
worthy knight. 
He dwelh In Ms 

., city of Malaee. 

y and la a pay aim. 



84 

The people of the 
d^ wonder at 
Aleyn and hia 
company, 



88 



92 



and the king aaka 
whence they , 
06 oomeP 



Digitized by 



Google 



328 



Thcjt^'from 



Th« king aaks 
Ahtyn If he cui 
mrahiadlMMt. 



wlU care the king 
in three dajn, 
ifhewlllfolloir 
hie ndvloe. 



Galafree promlMS 
to do whatever 
he le told; 



for he would do 
anything to 
rhU 



Al^jnaajrehe 
moet foraake the 
Bairaalna' law, 

break hie idola, 



andbeeomea 



ALBTN UNDKRTAKSB TO CUBl XING GALATBB. [CH. LV. 

" SirOy Of lerusalem boren we be, 

£che Man that Is In this Compeyne." 

and whanne the kyng herde this, 

he Axede, *' whiohe Of 30W Mayster Is 1 " 100 

A-Non that Compenye Alle On Eewe 

there gonne the kyng Aleyn to schewe. 

thanne seide the kyng, '^ Aleyn, I )ow pzay, 
Oonne je me Owht Cownseillen In Ony way ' 104 
to koneien me Of my Maladyel" 
*^ ^, siie kyng, quod Aieyn trewelye^ 
jif )e wil don As I 30W teche. 

Of this Maladye I schal ben ^oure leche 108 

with-Inne thie dayes with-Owten Ma" 
** 36, qnod the kyng, May I troste therto 1 " 
** Sire, qnod Aleyn, And ^e welen Me leve, 
wit^Inne iij dayes joore helthe I schal preve." 112 
thanne kyng Oalaf ers Answerid tho, 
^ What je me Gomaunden I schal do." 
''how May I this belevef " quod Aleyn. 
** jis sewrly, quod the kyng, In Ceiieyn, 116 

For theie nys non Manere Of thing Erthly 
that I Nolde do to haven helthe Of Body." 
''thanne, quod Aleyn, I schal 30W Say, 
what je mosten don wf tA-Owton Kay ; 120 

and jif 30 don not myn Comaundement, 
)e Geten neu^re helthe verament." 
" Now, seith Onne, quod the kyng thanne, 
and I it schal don As I am tiewe Manne." 124 

" Sire kyng, and belyd thou wilt be, 
Sarrasynes lawe forsake thou Sykerle, 
and Alle thin ydoles to breken In fiaiy, 
that thou hast beleved Onne Many a day ; 128 

and whanne thou hast the devel Forsake, 
thanne to Groddis lawe thou schalt p^ take ; 
and Aityr, I-Cristened thou schalt be. 
And thanne Othir thinges schalt thou se, 132 
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Tlten he riudl be 
heeld by the 
hdyTeeeet* 



136 



140 



or Aleyn engagee 
to forfbH Ilia life, 
and those of tiie 
conipaiilons. 



U4 



Gslefree mjb he 
will do u Aleyu 
says. 



148 
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Myn holy vessel, beleve this wele, 

be whiche thou schalt haue Al thin hele, 

and I-clensed, Sire kyng, to be 

Of Al thy Maladye, Sire, certeinle ; 

And ^if I do not this like Dede, 

I jeve the leve to smyten of myn hede, 

And Of AJ myn hoi Compenye, 

Sire kyng, I the Enswre trewelye." 

This kyng that so moche desired his helo, 
lystenede what Aleyn seyd ful wele, 
and Merveyllede Mochel Of his promys 
that Of his behests he was so Nys, 
and seide, " Aleyn, I wyle gladly do 
Al that ^e ComauTuien Me vnto ; 
and but je holden ^oure promys, 
On jow I schal don ful hard lewys ; 
and therfore loke that je seye me non thing, 
but jif that to ende 30 Connen it bryng." 
thanne to him Answerede Aleyn Anon, 
« doth by me, Sire, what je lyst don, 
but jif the same day Of ^oure Crestenenge, 
helthe & bote I schal to 30W brynge." 

the kyng Anon the temples dide down throwe. 
And Ek Alle his ydoles vppon A Rows ; 
and whanne he hadde I-don Al this, 
& distroyed Alle his Mawmetis I-wys 
that Evere belongede to paynem lawe, 
he hath hem to-borsten and to-drawe ; 
& thanne seide the kyng to Aleyn tho, 
" wylt Jk?u Ony more jit that I do 1" 
" 318, quod Aleyn, with-Owten fiaille 
thou Most be Crestened from toppe to taile.*' 

thanne let he Fyllen A ston in hye 
Ful Of water ful trewelye, 
and bleasid it was, and halwed Also, 
and Anon he let the kyng j>er-Inne do. 



end weme him 
not to MX In hie 
BhareofUie 
bargain. 



152 



Gelafreedeetroye 
ell hie templee, 
156 idole, 

end every thing 
belonging to the 
iwyniin law. 



160 



Then Aleyn eeye 
he most be 
164 ehrietend. 



168 
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whtbh to doM b7 and ]^re kyng Galafera Cristened was than 
Aiphaxan («ftar Of An holj prest that hybte Alphazan. 

whom Gttlafrw ii 
nun 

Ft.). 



& whanne that Uius I-criatened was he, 
and Owt Of the water Comen Certainley 172^ 



Then th« holy thanne browhte Aleyn this holy vessel Anon, 

totheUnir, and to kyng Galarors gan he gon, 

& there it discou^rede & schewed it y kyng, 

whiche was to hym A ferly thyng. 176 

and whanne the kyng beheld that Syht, 

and he u car*d of Anon was he Clensyd thorwgh Koddis Myht 

allhieleproeyby ^ ^, * , ^ t, , 

the tighk. As Glene Also layr as Evere he was ; 

and thus was he keveiyd be goodis gras, 180 

So that neuere Man On hym Cowde Aspye 
that Evere he hadde poynt of Meselrye. 

and whanne he beheld tiiis worthy Care, 
that he was Mad so Glene and pnre 184 

thorwgh that like Gloryons vessel, 
he seide it was holy Every del,, 
He beoomee a that SO be this Aventure & this Myraole 
once."*" he wax A goodma» wtt^-Owten Ony Obstacle, 188 

pLpie*beheMied &nd let to beheveden Al his Meyne 
ciS^L"** """ that Cristene peple ne wolden not be, 
80 au the land to So that theke Bern to Cristendom torued was 

oonverted In a 

month. witk-lrmQ lesse thanne A Mownthe, be goddis gzas ; 

So that for the Miracle, with-Owten dowto, 193 

Al that Lond was Gristened Abowte« 

Whanne this Lond thus Gonvertyd was, 

Onlich thorwgh helpa Of Goddis Gras, 1 06 

The king aeka thanne scidc the kyng to Aleyn tho, 
thing for him. " Now, dcro frcnd, On thing je welen for me do.** 

'^ Seith on, quod Aleyn, what It schal be, 

And I schal it don, Sire, ful Sykerle." 200 

" Aleyn, of this that I schal 30W preye, 

that ^e it Me denyen In Kon Weye, 
whieh to, not to So that this holy vessel that here I se, 

take the Omal ^ 

awi^. Owt of this place neuere Hemeved to be ; 204 
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And )if it like }ow that It be so, 

jit Moie for jow thanne wile I do^ 

I scfaal don Maken A atrong Caatel 

That holy vessel to kepen In f ol wel. 

And for 30W also there-Inne to dwelle. 

And to 90W More ^it schal I now spelle. 

To jowre Owne brothir that Is so dere, 

Mj dowhter I schal jeven to his fere, 

and Corowne hym kyng be My levenge, 

& Of Alle My londia to jeven him sesenynge 

be this Condiscion, Aa I )ow telle, 

that tlus holy vessel Abyde here stylle." 

Thanne Answeiede Aleyn to hym Ageyn, 

" I Concente wel therto In Certeyn ; 

For My porpos it hath Evere I-be 

That Onliche My dere brothir loswe 

Aftyr my deth hyt schold have, 

that For to Govemen, to kepen^ & save." 

Anon the king, with-Owten More^ 
let fechchen his dowhter hem before, 
and knytte loswe and hira In fere, 
wheche that to hym weren both leef & dere. 

thus sone thanne vppon A watyr side, 
A Castel he Ordeyned that Uke tyde, 
that strong &.M6nreillous it was to ae, 
With A fill fiiir paleys Certeinle ; 
And Manye Biche howaee there weren dyht^ 
Fnl Biche And Byal to All^ MenTies syht. 

and whanne this Castel thus Ordeyned was, 
they it behelden In Eche A plas, 
And yppon the ton jate In that sted, 
they fownden lettres wreten with Bed ; 
and thus the lettres Gomxen specefye, 
'that this Castel scholde ben Clepid Corbenie^;' 
And In Caldey was this sciiptnre, 

* Compare the cvrhan of the Qospel. 



KIngCkdaftw 
propowsto 
208 balldacMtteibr 
tlwOrMi, 



and to many his 
daoghterto 
212 Alan's brother 
Joawe, 

who is also to bo 
hsir to the 
kingdom. 



216 irtheGraal 
stays there. 



Aleyn 



220 



224 Joaweandth* 
prinoessan 
betrothd. 



228 andtheeaatleor 
theOnudiabnnL 



232 



Whenltlaflnisht, 
they find written 
ononegate^ 



236 inredletten, 
that this oastle 
should be oalld 
Corbenle. 
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•oortMlia' isMuii whiche Ib to vndiistonde As be lettroie, 240 

H0I7 VflMd. as this place frelj schal be, 

Trosottr Of y holy vessel ful Sykerle. 
thanne gonnen they seyn to Alle Anon, 



244 



that it ne was Goddis wylle 

Non Othir Name to 3yveii vntille. 

Thus was that Castel Cleped Corbenye 

Of Everych Aflyr ful Sekerlye. 248 

And whanne Fenyscht was this Castel 
In eche degre bothe fEdie and wel, 
Then the Gtmi They biowhten the vessel thedir with-Inne, 

la pat into the 

oMtie in a lUr Into a fair Chambie, and qweynte Of gynne. 252 



On th« n«t and vppon the Sonday next Sewenge 



SiuitUj 



Aftyr that holy vesselis Entringe, 
The kyng Gomaunded there Anon 



j<Mwe !■ to be That thiko Mariage scholde be don 256 

marrid to King 

oaUfVee'Bdaugii- be-twixen loswe and his dowhter dere, 

ter, 

and therto Asemblede the peple In fere ; 
80 that this Mariage thus was I-do, 
AU the princee do and Alle the Eoyalles Comen hem vnto, 260 

boouge to him, 

and there to loswe diden they homage ; 
aadheie erownd, and thike day was Crowned with hygh baronage 

As verray kyng Of Al that lond, 

In Corbenie was Crowned, I vndirstond ; 264 

and marrid to and Ek he Wedded there his wyf 

Alplianye* 

That highte Alphanye With-Owten stryf. 
All the company & Al the peple that there Ete thyke day, 

U fed by the ^ '^ J Jf 

GraaL they weren Eepleynsched wit/i-Owten Nay — 268 

be the grace Of that holy vessel of pris — 
with alle Man^ Metes and delecasyes ; 
and what that Evere they Onne thowhte, 
To-fom here Eyen It was hem browhte. 272 

that Nyht loswe with-Owten lettynge 
be-twixen hym and his was Conceyvenge ; 

• oewe h e r e te ao 

iiMr, and be-gat An Eyr bothe fayr & fre 
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tliat kyng Eegnede Aftyr loswe ; 

and A-Mynadape was that kjnges JN'ame, 

Itjng Of Foiaigne, & a Man of fame. 

As the kyngi and his Wyf lyen that Kyht 
In A bed fol Eichely I-dyht, [ii.«.aiaafrM,orA]phuaii.] 
abowtea Mydnyht whanne he Awook, 
Thanne Aboutes hym Gran he to look, 
and there sawh he with-Owten fable 
the boly vessel stonden vppon A table, 
the wheche^ Clene Sylner him thonghte it was ; 
and A man standyng therby In that plas, 
wheche he ne knew nethir More ne lasse, 
and Benersed as A prest toward his Masse ; 
& Abowtes him he thowhte ]yat he heide there 
A thowsend voyses, but he Kyste where ; 
and Alle to God joven they thankynge ; 
that was the Noyse Of here Sownenge ; 
bat for nowht that he Gowde do, 
be myhte not Sen whens it cam fro; 
and ^t Al this not withstondynge, 
he herd Abowtes hym A wondir thinge : 
betyng Of Bryddes Wynges In fere, 
as they Alle they in the world hadde ben there. 
and As sone As this Koyse I-lef t was, 
the vessel was Eemeved Owt Of that plas. 

thus sone to hym Aperede there 
A man As it were In flawmes Of Fere, 
and seide to this kyng there As he lay, 
hos Kame to Alphasan was tomed that day, 
and seide, ** Sire kyng, I wame the 
bere behoveth non Eesteng forto be, 
l^ethir for the, ne for non Ofer this tyde ; 
bere ben je not worthy to Abyde ; 
but ^if A Man Of Clene lif he were, 
this place scholde he not Entren here 
where as the holy vessel worschcpid schal be, 



276 



aAerwsrda odU 
Amynadap. 



That night kinff 
AIphMan haa a 
280 rUioolnbed, 



oftlieOriuil 
standing on a 
284 UUeofulver, 



and a man 
ministering as a 
prisst at mass, 



288 



and a thousand 
yoioes glTing 
thanks to God; 



292 



296 



then there Is a 
great beating of 
birds' wings. 



300 and the Tassel 
vanishes. 
Then a flaming 



304 



and tdls Alphasan 
it Lb not safe for 
him to be there. 



308 



as nobody who Is 
not clean of life 
may enter where 
the Graal ia 
wonhlpU 
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As with thin £yen thou hast here se. 313 

therfore hast thoa don An hardy dede 

that dorstest heie lyggen In this Steds^ 

Wheifore Crist wil taken veniaunee ; 

& that schalt thon knowen with-Owten variaiiftoe."il6 

TiwiiAminginui Thanne with a swerd he Owt Brhste^ 

through both that In his hond he held wel faste, 

cww<u * <^<^ 1^^ ^^^^ ^^ harde and smerte 

that thorwgh hothe thyee the swerd Owt ^sterte, 320 

So that On the tothir Side it was sene, 

& seyde thanne to this kyng be-dene, 

** Now it is Good that Alle Opere war be, 

and that they taken Ensample by the ; 324 

at a warning to For ho-80 £ntreth Li to this place, 

othcn that oo 

one may anew he may ben Siker Of Soiy Grace, 
diamber that Owther ded schal he be, 

Ofer schamfully departen sikerld, 328 

bat the one But gif it be that Worthy knyht 

worthy knight. _, ^, _ . , ,^ • .. 

That here to Entren is grauntyd Myht" 
Then he drawa thanne thus sons his swerd Owt he droWgh, 
and vaniahea. and Tanschede Awey, and Kyste howgh. 333 

King Aiphaaan thanne Fyl this kyng In Swownenge 

thorwgh ihike strok and his hurtynge, 
andnear^diator For the Grete peyne he suffrede there 

palm ^ - 

he wende han lyved Neuere more, 336 

but sykerly wende han deyd Er day, 

So sore hit hym grevede, p* sothe t[o say.] 
Hit baroBs and On the Morwen, whanne It was lyht, 

alt^iaht whan to the kynges Chambre drowgh baroUn & knyht, 340 
ihamOTDin^ ^ and Fownden the kyng I-wounded fill sore, 

where-offen they M^veillede, Al that was there. 

thanne Axede they him Everichon 

how that this Aventure Cam hym vppoh. 344 

" Ha ! for the love Of god, quod the kyng ; 

with me non longere haue talkyng, 
S^wtoiw^r but helpeth me hens Owt Anon, 
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that Owt Of this Chambie I were gon; 

For this place So holy it 1$, 

and ferto so fnl Q{ loye and BUb, 

be Entreing Of this yesael 

This paleys is Sanctefjred Everydel, 

So that non Man here Eeeten Schal 

In place there Ab Is this Sank £ jal ; 

And thys paleys hath the moste wondir Kame 

that Evere I herde Of of Ony fame." 

thanne Azeden these barowns Certeinle 
'' What Maoisr of Nasm that Kyhte be." 
thanne seide the kyng to hem Ageyn, 
" The Paleys Of Aventure " It is Certein ; 
For Mo Merreilles here scholen je Sene 
thanne in Alle this world Aftyr, I wene." 

And thus this kyng jaf It the I^ame 
' the paleys of Arentnre/ And Of gret £ime ; 
and so was it Clepid for £yere More, 
* the paleys Of Aventure/ as I Sehersid before ; 
and for thike Selve Aventure 
that to the kyng Cam, I )ow Ensure, 
Thider Cam Many A dowhty knyht 
In that paleys to slepen On Nyht ; 
but Sekerly there lay non In that stede 
that On the Morwen he was fownden ded, 
Tyl that On Cam that was A knyht 
Of kyng Arthures, A Man of Myht ; 
Algates there he wolde hym Eeste, 
but he fond it Not for the beste ; 
For Althowgh that ded he nere, 
jit moche duresse and schame hadde he there, 
that he ne wolde for Al the worldes honour 
Abyden In Non place swich A schowr. 

Thus thanne this kyng Alphasan 
ten dayes lyvede After than 
that he was there wownded sore ; 



348 



at the plaoe has 
become too holj 
for any oue to 
■tajiiu 



352 



35« 



3C0 llecalleitthe 
*• Palace of 



364 

and it keepe the 
name for ever. 



368 

Many knights 
attempt to sleep 
there aAerwarda, 

bat they are 
always dead in 
372 themominff, 

except one of 
King Arthur's 
knights who did 
the deed, 
but Bufferd for It. 



376 



380 



Ten days later 
King Alpbaaau 
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and within four 
days Al^n diM 

and they ara 
botli burid at 
Corbenie. 



Amjmadap 
•uocwds; 
marriaa Kyng 
Loqya'a daiigbtar» 



and la aoeoeaded 
bjGaroeloii» 



and habyMangd, 



whoaaaon la 
King I 



wlto la a good 
man, 

the best la 
Britain. 



He haa a oooiln. 
King Variana, 
with whom he la 
atwar. 



ALBTN DIES AND IS BUBID AT OORBENIB. [cH. LV, 

For longer not Aftyr lyvede he no Mote. 384 

and with-Inne fowre dayes In Ceyteyn 

Aleyn and he weren buryed ful pleyn. 

And I-beiyed bothe At Corbenie 

In a Chuche Of Seint Marye ; 388 

and fere the ton besides the tother 

liggen to-gederis As brothyr and brother. 

And thus lef te this holy bodi At Corbenie 
As I 30W telle with-Owten lye ; 392 

and Aftyr him Begned his sone Amynadap6| 
And wedded kyng lucyes dowhter be hapa, 
whiche was kyng Of gret Breteygne, 
As I seye jow, Sires, In Certeyne. 396 

And of that damysele Cam forth Isswe 
kyng Carcelois bothe good and trewe, 
A worthy knyht And £k An hardy. 
To god & to the world bothe good and lowly. 400 

Of Carcelois Isswede k3rng Mangel, 
That In his tyme was worthy & lei ; 
and Of Mangel Isswede kyng lambor, 
the wheche A worthy Man was holden thor ; 404 

whiche Alle worthy kynges were, 
And As Gk)ddis fyscheris were holden there. 

This lambors was A worthy knyhty 
And lovede God with Al his Myht ; 408 

For Men supposed that In Al Bretaygne, 
Nethir In Religiown In Certayne, 
To God A better Man thanfie he was On, 
and thus they beleveden Everichon. 412 

It happede he hadde An Olde Cosin, 
and vppon him Marchede, & was Sarrasyn, 
but that Cristened nowe he was ; 
and to-Gederis sore werreden In echo plas. 416 

It behappede that kyng Lambors 
And this k3rng Varlans with gret fois 
bothe here Ostes Assembled were 
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vigerously to fyhten In fere ; 

and thus the bataille be-gonnen was 

be-twene bothe partyes In that plas, 

that so ferforth, as I 30W telle, 

kyng varlans discomfit was, as befelle, 

and Alle his Me jne I-slayn Echon ; 

So that kyng varlans fledde Anon 

Tyl that he Cam to the Se side, 

where As he say A fair schype that tyde 

wheche that nowe there Ajyved was ; 

So fair6 A schipd say he neuer in non plas, 

Nethyr So Kiche In Al his Age 

Sawh neo^re kyng, knyht, ne page ; 

And jif Ony Man Axede whens it was, 

they with-Innes Answerede In that plas, 

" to tellen yow, Sires, we scholen jow graunt : 

this is the Schipe that At the yl tomaunt 

Nasciens Entrede wit^ grete drede ; 

but thike tyme thens myht it not hym lede.'' 

Thns sone kyng varlans Entrede Anon, 
and there fond he A swerd thns son, 
and Owt Of the schethe it drowh As faste. 
thanne A^en to Londe he gan hym haste, 
And Amyddis his weye As he wente, 
he Mette kyng lambors veramente. 

Whanne kyng varlans him beheld^ 
To hym he prekede In that Feld, 
and smot kyng lambors so velenowsly 
that to Erthe wente hors and Man trewly, — . 
Swich was the scharpnesse Of the swerd, — > 
Of whiche Many Men was Aftyr ferd ; 
bnt Sethen Cam there gret persecncioun 
To bothe Rewmes, & Moche Tribulacioun, — 
bothen to the EeAwn Of Eorraigne 
and Ek to the tofer ReAwm In Certaigne, — 
For veniannce Of kyng lambors Sekirle 

O&AAL. — VOL. II. 82 



420 They fight A 



424 and King VarUma 
ItdaflMtod. 



HeftMtottM 



428 uidMeaafUr 
•htp there whloh 
hadjoatarxivd. 



432 



436 the nme which 
Naadena eaterd 
attbeTl 
Tomaunt. 



Varlana goei on 
board, 
440 flndeaeword, 

drawait. 



Ui 



and goee back to 
meet Lambon, 



whom he tmltea 
down with it. 



448 



But great tmublee 
come to both 
452 land* from that 
aword, 

[leaf 88] 
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THE WASTABLE LAND. 



KING VARLAN8 FALU3 DEAD. [CH. LY. 

456 



And the groand 
bwomw iMrreii. 



ItlioiaidttM 
WMtAUeUuid. 



VarUnstakas the 
■word beck to ita 
■hMthlntheehlp, 
and aa eoon aa he 
■heatfaea it he 



The eword 
roinaiiie eheatbd 
till a girl drawa 
it out. 



Both the 
kingdom! are 
ruind by this 
adventure. 



After Lambora, 
reigna Pelleani 

who is wounded 
in both hliM» 



and !s known aa 
tlte malmd king. 



that God so wel lovede In Alle degre, 

So ferforth that non lond proved there, 

Kether trees froyt beren In non Manere, 

Kether In Non water fysch myhte be fownde, 

Swich yeniaunce god schewede In that stownde ; 460 

So that be thike gret Enchesown 

It was Clepyd * the wastable lond ' be Eesown. 

whanne vrlans Sawgh that the swerd so bot^ 
he Eetomed A^en Anon foot hot ^ 464 

the Skawberk forto haue had therto, 
but fat God wolde it scholde not be so ; 
So that to the Schip he Cam Ageyn, 
and the Swerd Into f* sckawberk put it pleyn ; 468 
And as sone As he hadde I-do, 
down Anon Ryht ded fyl he tho. 
thanne they seiden Alle tho it sye, 
that it was for yeniaunce Sekerlye ; 472 

For there Stylle it scholde Abyde 
tyl A mayde it Owt took At On tyde j 
For In that Contre was non Man there 
that Into the Schip6 dorste Entre for fere, 476 

For the lettres vppon the bord 
that weren there wreten At On word. 

Be this selve same Aventure 
bothe ReAwmes weren lost, I 30W Ensure ; 480 

lik as they Marchede bothe In fere, 
Ryht so bothe londis Ilost they were. 

Tho Anon Aftyr kyng lambors thanne 
Eeignede Pellean his sone, A worthy Manne, 484 

that thorwgh bothe hypes I-Maymed was 
atte bataylle Of Rome, swich was his gras. 
and for that he so was maymed there, 
they cleped him kyng Mayham Euery Where ; 488 
For thorwgh bothe thyes Maymed was he, 
this like Pellean ful Sekerle ; 
Of wheche wowndes hoi myhte he not be 
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tyl that worthy knyht Galas Cam hym to se, 492 

and that tyme helthe schal he haue. 
And Of his wowndes to ben Alle Save. 

thanne Aftyr Of this kyng PelleAn 
discendid Anothir ftd worthy Man, 496 

his Owne Sone, and was Called Pelles, 
a worthi knyht, and An hardy In pres ; 
and A dowhter hadde, that hiht pelle Sikerle, 
that pasten Alle womrTien Of Bewte 500 

whiche that weren In grete Bretaigne, 
Sanf Gonnore, Arthures wyf, In Certaygne. 

Tppon this damysele that was so fair, 
Engendered Lawncelot, Galas his Eyr, 504 

that ilke same blessid knyht Certaigne 
whiche Endede Alle the Ayentures of gret hretaigne. 
Not wit^tondyng thowgh he were begete^i In Synne, 
^it oure lord Of his Goodnesse wolde not blynne, 508 
but that for the Brawnches and for the Bownte 
Of y goodmen that he Cam of Sekerle, 
and took Eeward to his Good lyf 
that Evere Chast was, and with-Owten wyf, 512 

And ek for the grete purpos and beheste 
that God him hadde promysed Afom lest and Meste, 
So that, thorwgh his holy leveng, 
Alle the Aventures to an Ende schal he bryng 516 
Wheche Alle Othere faillede Of Echon, 
alle Browhte he to An Ende Alon. 

Now hath this Storye Ended Certayn 
Of declaracioun Of the Brawnch Of Aleyn, 520 

For it hath Schewed here Ryht wel 
Al Aleyns kynrede Evere like A del ^ 
and Betometh A^en to Celydoigne, 
and to Othii lygnages In Certaygne. 524 



Pelleaa bts a ton 
and daughter, 
PellM and Pelle. 



Pelle waa the 
fldreet of women, 

except Arthnr'e 
wifli Oonnore. 
And wae the 
mother of the 
bleaeed knight 



who ended the 
adventuree of 
Britain. 



l^ the Tirtnee of 
hit anceetore and 
bla own pore and 
holy lift. 



Now this itory 
has flnisht the 
lineof Alejn, 



and goes back to 
Oelldoyne and 
others. 
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CHAPTER LYL 

OF CELIDOTNE AND HIS DEATH, AND THE GOOD KING 

LANCELOT. OF THE BLEEDING TOMB, AND THE END 

OF THE HISTORY OF THE HOLY GRAAL. 

How Nasoiena, Flegentyne, and Sarracynte, all die in one day, 
and the two Queens are burid in the Abbey where 
Mordreina lies bed-ridden (p. 341) ; bat Nasciens with his 
shield is carrid to another Abbey ; and no man till 
Galahad can take away the shield (p. 341-2). How Cell- 
doyne knights his son Narpua, and is so great in Alms- 
deeds, that, if all the world had been his, he'd have given 
it away in alms (p. 342). And he was very learned in 
Astronomy (p. 342), and saw in the stars that a Famine 
was coming ; so he sent his steward to buy Com (p. 343^ 
and the people mockt him ; but they were provd Fools, 
and he a wise man (p. 343), for the famine came and 
killd half the people ; and some foreigners (Saxons) agreed 
to invade Britain, take the corn, and destroy the 
inhabitants (p. 343-4). But Celidoyne sees it all in the 
stars, and assembles his Barons (p. 344). Narpiis advises 
an ambush in a forest (p. 345), and one is laid. The 
enemy land, but Celidoyne's men attack them in three 
bodies, and the men of Sessoigne are all killd (p. 346-7). 
Celidoyne is afterwards burid at Camelot (p. 347). His 
son Narpua begets Nasciens, and Nasciens begets Elayne 
the Gros (p. 347), who begets Isaiea, and he begets Jonas, 
and Jonas marries the daughter of king Murionex of - 
Wales, and on her begets Avme (p. 347-8), who begets 
Launcelot, and he has two sons, Bans (of Baynoic) and 
Brons (p. 348). Bans has three sons, one Hestor a bastard, 
the others Lancelot and Boors ; and Boors begets 
Lyoniax and young Boors (p. 348). Of the grandfather 
Lancelot, hear this : he lovd purely a beautiful wedded 
dame, whose tresses shone like torchlight (p. 349), and he 
often went to see her. But people ' Acombered with the 
devil ' wrongly said they lovd in sin, and excited the Duke, 
the lady*s husband, to be revengd on Lancelot (p. 350). 
Now, on Good Friday, King Lancelot went barefoot 
through the Forest Perilous (p. Sol), and, having con- 
fesst his sins, was drinking at a well, when the Duke cut 
his head off (p. 351), and then tried to get the head out of 
the well to insult it more ; but God made the water boil, 
80 that it burnt his hands, and he couldn't (p. 352). On 
his way home, a youth told him that such darkness 
had come on his Castle that no man could see another 
(p. 352), and on his entering the Castle * a gret kernel of 
Bton' killd him, and all that assented to the murder 
(p. 353). The. well ever boils, and the tomb over i^ance- 
lot sheds blood every day at the time his head was cut 
ofif, which blood cures people of all their wounds (p. 353). 
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But one day two lions fight there for the carcase of a Iiart 
(p. 854). and tear one another till neither recks of his life ; 
tiien one licks the hlood of the tomh, and is curd ; and 
the other, seeing this, gets curd too, and they make 
peace, and guard the tomb, so that no one can come to be 
heald at it (p. 354-6), till Lancelot de Lake kills them 
(p, 355). 
Now, I have made an end of this (Graal) Story, and must 
begin another, called Prophet Merlin^ translated by 
Eobert of Borrow n out of Latin into French, and joined 
with Sank Ryal (p. 365) ; therefore pray a Pater-Noster 
for me, Herry Lonelich, and greet our Lady with an Ave 
that I may bring this book to a good, end (p. 356). 

Kow Scheweth forth this Storye 

and putteth vs into More memorye ; 

For whanne that losephes hens scholde pase, 

I^asciens And Celidoigne weren In that plase, 

And £k I^arpus the sone of Celidoygne, 

A fol worthy knyht In Certaygne. 

and whanne this terement was I-do^, 

thanne Anon Celidoygne wente hem fro, 

and sire Nasciens with Mordreyns lefte Sikerle 

To beren hym Felischepe and Compeyne ; 

and so that Aftyr It happede, As I jow Say, 

that AUe thre they deyden In On day, 12 

bothe Kasciens and Elegentyne his wyf, 

and Also Mordreins qwcwe there left hire lyf, 

that Noble qwene Sarracynte, 

Of Goddis Servise Neuere sche stynte. 16 

Thus bothe the ladyes Enterid were 

In that same Abbey wit^-Owten dwere 

where As Mordrayns bedered lay \ 

bothe weren they Enterid In On day. 20 

but Nasciens liked not there for to be, 

but to Anothir Abbey was born Sekerle ; 

and with him was born that Scheld 

that non knyht ne dorste be-weld ; 24 

and 3it Cam thedyr ful Many A knyht 

For that scheld there to proven his Myht ; 

but Abowtes his Nekke henge it neuerc Man 



After the bnrial 
ofJotephM 



[» Kr. 

enteret.l 

Celidoyiie goes 
away. 



NMdena, and 
Flegen^e, 
and MordreiuB's 
quMn^Sarracynto, 
all die in one day. 



Both the queens 
are bnrid in the 
abbey, where 
If ordreina lies 
bedrid. 



bat Nasciena In 
another abbey, 

with the shield 
that no knight 
may use. 

Many knights 
attempt to wear it. 
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but Er he thens weute Repented than, 28 

but they eithtf that Owther Of sodeyn deth they deiden Anon, 

Owther som Othir Mischeyis fyl hem vppon, 
or Mine mta- that with-Inne Schort tyme I-Majrmed they were, 

fbrtane oomet to' •r « v 

tham; ' Owther 8om Othir Misaventure to hem Cam there, 32 

■o the shield waits and thus In that Abbey lefte theke scheld stille 

In the abbey for % t t ^ * <• ^' 'n 

theoominffofthe tyl that worthy knyht Cam, As was goddis wille, 

food kniffUt 

QaUhad. That hyghte worthy Galaaz, Lawncelottes sone, 

That Abowtes his Nekke henge it Anone. 36 

Kow Of this scheld Eesteth this Storye, 
and Ajen to Celydoygne doth it hye.^ 

CeUd<^e and Whanne Celydoygne from his Fadyr partyd was, 

Narpna M» md 

he took forth Narpus his Sone A ful gret pas, 40 

go to the land and to-gedris wenten I Compenoye 
had given Geu- Into that lond fill certaynlyo 
^ ' that toforen kyng Mordreins him hadde betake ; 

ceudoyneknighta and there Narpus his sone A knyht gan he Make : 44 

Narpna, and Uvea .^ o 

twelve yean In and dwelled there xij jer In pes and Eeste, 

peace. 

And that Lond wel Govemede with the best, 
So that non Regne that by hym was, 
dorste with hym werre In Kou plas. 48 

He lovee God and he lovede God f ul Enterly, 

gives mnoh alma 

to his people} and mochel Almesdede ded he trewly ; 

For so gret Of Almesse he was 

that to peple wolde he ^ven In Every plas ; 52 

and so f ol he was Of Almesdede 

that he wolde Stynten In non stede ; 

thowgh Al the world hadde ben his, 

to Almesse it scholde han gon Lwys. 56 

he aiM> knows the And SO Mochel he knew Of Astronomye 

stars, and sees in 

them what wui and ek Of the Corps of y sterns sekerlye, 
So that he knew what scholde beFalle ; 
And so that Amonges Othir thinges Alle, CO 

As the sterres he beheld, I jow Ensure, 
fere say he A wondyr Aventure ; 

' The MS» makes a new Chapter here. 
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For ihere Sawhe he sekerly and In Certaigne 
a f amyne that Schold fallen In gret Bretaygne ; 
So that for hanger men Scholden deye 
but jif it were Bemedyed be Other weye. 

Thanne spak he to his Styward Anon, 
and bad fdl flEtste that he schulde gon 
and taken his tiesour, where so it were, 
& Al abowtes the Contre to Serchen there, 
there-with Cornes To beyen, and fiaste him spede. 
^* Sire, quod his Steward, it I^ys non nede, 
For Of Comes je hayen, Sire, gret plente, 
More thauTie be ^oure howshold spendid schal be 
Of Ony tymes this two jer ; 
Of Comes je haven both hoi Ss feer." 
*' Sire steward, what is that the Tntylle 
Go forth, and My wyl fan fulfille ! 
For it Is My Wylle that It be so; 
therfore the hye that It were do/' 
thanne wente the steward forth Anon 
that Al the kynges Comaundement were don ; 
and bowhte In Comes bothe fer & Ny, 
and stuffed that lond ful plentevowsly. 

Of this dede the kyng hadde don, 
the peple fer-oS&n spoken Manyon, 
and seiden " for hunger the kyng weneth deye, 
and thus they him scorned be many weye. 
but Atte laste Foles weren they fownde, 
and he A wisman In that stownde ; 
For er theke jer Cam to an Ende, 
Swich famyne In to gret Breteygne gan wende, 
that half the peple Gan forto deye 
For hunger and Misseise sekerlye. 

thanne to hem kam Message Anon, 
and seide, ** lordynges, 3if ^e wil gon 
Into that partye of gret Bretaygne 
whiche that holdeth kyng Celydoygne ; 



Celidoyne sees a 
great famine 
64 coming on 
Britain, 



68 and bids hb 
■teward go and 
boy corn as 
qoicklraamaybe. 



72 



76 



The steward says 
he has more than 
enoogh for two 
years; 



80 



but CeUdoyne 
makes him go 
o4 and boy quanti- 
ties of com. 

The people laugh 
athUn; 

88 



92 



bat befoK the 
year is out^ a 
fiunlne oomeo, and 
half the people 
begin to die. 



96 



They hear that 
there is food in 
Celidoyne's land. 
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there scholen ^e fynden ful gret plente 

Of Comefi And Of viawndes ful sekerle." 100 

And whanne they herden this tydyng. 
Anon they wenten hem to Conaeillyng 
To weten what was best to doon ; 
And thus sone they Acordid Anon 104 

Into that Bern Alle forto Eyde 
and rwoivt to with strengthe Of Armes and mochel piyde, 

OMk9 a nkl npon 

Ik and dMtroj it. and that lond forto distroye, 

& bothe Men, wommen & Children to Anoye, 108 

and AUe the goodes In that Contre ; 

this was here purpos ful Sikirle. 
Thtjutoibipto and thus to schepe gonne they gon 

with hors and barneys Every chon. 113 

and thike same Nyht with-Owten dwere 

that In to the See I-scheped they were, 
oehd<>7M MM Celydoigne On the stertes gan to beholde, 

their oomlng In 

ttM itan, and Sawhe there Merveilles Manifolde : 116 

that there Comen Into his lond 

with hors and barneys, as I vndyrstond, 

Forto disherite hym Of his good. 

but As grace was, he hym wtt^tood, 120 

and Mnda oat to and sento Abowtes In to eche Contre 

all his baroni and -—.„•. t» -i ii. ^ j -kt 

knightitomaet To Alle his Bsrouns both fer and JNye, 

And £k to Alle his knyhtes Also 

that Ony Lond Of hym helden tho, 124 

on tha third day that the thrydde day they scholden be 
■eC WiVi hym Atte A Castel vppon the se, 

wharehaazpeota where that he Supposede In Certayn 

hia foea to land. 

that tho Schepis Scholde Aryve ful ple3rn. 128 

thanne sore Mdrveilled these Barowns Echon,^ 

what that the kyng wolde there don, 

So that they hieden him faste In bye 

Tyl to that Castel they Comen trewelye 132 

They maat htm vppon the secwul day Er ])* OwT of piyme, 
4^" and 3it was Celidoygne there to fore tyme. 
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Whanne that AUe Ajssembled they were, 
thanne seide kyng Celidoygne to hem there^ 136 

" LordiTiges, Tndirstonde je Owht 
why 80 Bone )e hider ben browht ) '' 
" Nay, Syker, Lord, with-Owten lye 
We ne knowen wherfore ne whye, 140 

But jif It lyke jow vs to seye ; 
and there-Offen, Sire, we scholen jow preye." 
** and I Bchal tellen Eyht Anon to 30W 
thyng that schal tomen to 301116 prow. 

** this same Nyht Atte ferst kok Crowe 
Moche peple scholen je sen vppon A rowe, 
And Al so strong As they Mown gon 
here scholen they Aryyen Eyerichon. 
and weteth wel that In Certayn, 
Ovae londis they Casten to wasten fnl pleyn, 
For they han foure men Ajens Oure On ; 
yeriore bethenk jow what je wyl don. 
Owthir scholen we yis tyme Oura Rem wynne, 
Owthir eUis clene ^ere from to twynne." 

whanne Narpns that knew non thyng of this, 
Anon he seyde with-Owten Mys, 166 

And to his Fadyr he seide Eyht there, 
" Of this thing haue je non Fere, 
here to-Foren there is A Forest 

Fol hygh and strong with the best, 160 

and ])edyr In Armnra scholen we Entren Echon, 
Al so sone As Kyht Cometh vs vppon, 
and there AUe we scholen Abyde 
tyl they Aiyven this like tyde; 164 

For I knowe wel ful verrayly 
that they wele londen ful Sekerly, 
And Also vnschepen Al here good 
that they haven In the salte flood, 168 

As thowgh nothing that they wyste 
Of Owre Abydyng : to me 30 Tryste. 



but tb«y do not 
know what lie 
WftnU them for. 

Deaf 87] 



Gelidoyne tells 
them that by the 
144 lint cock crow 

much i>eople ehaU 
oome to attack 



148 



and asks what 
most be done 
152 about UP 



Narpiu adviaes 
that they hide 
themaelree In the 
foraat* 



tnithe 
landed. 
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THE IXVADERS ARE ATTACKT IN FRONT AND 



[CH. LTL 



and UMnftttaek 
them both befbre 
and behind, 
and eat them off 
from their ahlpe. 



They all igitM 
to this. 



mn themielTeaf 
and hide in the 
foreat. 



The shipa arri^e^ 
the waiTion dis- 
embark 



and send for their 



Then the ambosh 
rashes out upoo 



and when the 

Invaders would 

get back to their 

ships, 

they are attaokt 

by another body 

ofCelidoyne's 



The defenders of 
the cnstle also 
oomeottti 



and whanne from here Scbepis that they ben gon, 
vppon hem we scholen Entren Anon, 172 

On partye to-fore, Ss Anothyr behynde, 
and from here Schepis we scholen hem blynde ; 
and whanne thus sodeynly we Comen hem yppoi^ 
they scholen not weten what to don." 176 

To this Cownseil they Coaflufcyd Alle, 
and seidea thit befeere It myht not f alle, 
and that Otherwise it Myhte not be 
Forto be Avenged Of that Meyne. 180 

So that whanne It Cam to the Nyht, 
they wenten to Azmes Eyery wyht, 
And Entreden In to thike Forest, 
Alle the Baronage bothe lest & Mest^ 184 

and leften bat fewe In that Castel, 
that forto Govemew wondirly weL 

thanne Anon, Aftyr the ferst kok kiowe, 
these schepis Aryvede yppon A Howe ; 188 

and whanne Owt Of here schepis that thei weien gon, 
Into a faire Medwe they Entred Anon, 
And Comanded here Men, I 30W Ensure, 
Forto don bringen hem here Aimnie ; 192 

and whanne that they wtt^-Inne the Forest 
thowhten whanne hero tyme was best, 
they prekeden here hors with gret Ii» 
As swyffc As Sparkle Owt Of fyre ; ^ 196 

bothe with lawnce and Ek with swerd, 
that ilke Meyne they Maden Aferd. 
and whanne they wolde ban tomed Ageyn 
streith to here Schepis In Gerteyn ; 200 

thanne Metten they with A nothir Meyne 
That they Weren not Wai: OflFen Sykerle; 
So that with Scharpe dyntes Inowe, 
that hedis & hondis Into that f eld flowe. 204 

thanne to the Castel wolde they ban gon. 
For Owt they wenden ban ben Echon ; 
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thanne Entrede f ere-Owt A gret Rowte, 
and that Me3rne fyl Al Abowte. 
and therto the Mone schon f al bryht, 
that they myhte knowe Eohe wyht ; 
«o fat on hem Of Sessoigne fil the scomfiture, 
Tofrmaa^dd they weren, Ss no thing sure, 
and so sore Aliwdied Ako thej were, 
that Echon weren they Slayn there. 

And thus savede Celidoygne his lend 
be tweyne skelis, je Mown vndirstond, 
bothe from famyne & Ek his Enemyes, 
thns his lond there savede he twyes. 
and whanTie that he was ded, God ii> wot, 
he was beried and Entered At kamalot. 

and Af tyr hym was Crowned kyng 
his Sone Narpns, with-Owten lesyng. 
whiche Same Karpus A son he hadde, 
That Nasciens, be cristenewg Clepen he badde ; 
that In his tyme was A worthy Man, 
For A bettyr body now Man knew than. 

and Of this Nasciens there Cam Isswe 
A worthy Body bothe good and trewe 
wheche that was clepid Elayne the Gros, 
A ful worthy Man and Of gret los. 
and jif that his f adyr A good Man were, 
jit betteie was he, As I Can lere ; 
Eor moche levere he hadde ded to be, 
that Ony thing to mysplesen God sekerle. 

thanne Of this Eleyns decendid A kyng 
that Isaies hyhte with-Owten lesyng, 
that worschepede his God In Alle degre, 
and for non thing nenere wroth sekerle. 

the Fyfthe kyng, that of Isaies decended than, 
hyhte lonas, That was ryht A worthy Man ; 
and therto he was An hardy knyht, 
and ful Of prowesse in Eche fyht ; 



208 



212 



and nil the 
SesBoiguen a 



216 



He dies, and la 
burldatCamelot. 



HIaaonNarpua 



220 



224 andhaaaaon 
calld Naadena 
(the Second), 



228 

wboae aon ia eaDd 
Elayne the Oroa, 
a worthy man. 
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Froin bhn d^ 
aoendaaking 
23d eaUdlaaiea. 



The fifth king 
that descends 
240 from Isaies ia 
calld Jonaa. 
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and holy ChiFche he worschepede ay, 
With Al his Myht and strengths Eyereich a day. 244 
thanne Owt of gret Breteygne he gan to gone, 
H^iroMtoWaiM, and Into wales he wente thus sone, 

•ad manlM the 

OMghtar of and wedded the kynges dowhter deie 

kiugorwaiM. that hyhte Maroniex with-Owten dweie ; 248 

Hw loii ii Anme, On whom he he-cat the kynff Avme, 

thakingofWalM. 

that kyng of wales was Sikerle. 

and this kyng Avme longe lyved there, 
Hia ton It and pere A sone he hadde, As ^e scholen here, 252 

whiche that lawncelot was his Kame, 
. A worthy knyht and Of gret Fame, 
that Owt Of wales he gan to Gon, 
and Entrede Into gret hreteygne thus son ; 256 

who nuvriM tht and weddid A kynges dowhter Of Irlonde, 

dsnghtor of tlM 

kinKofinUiid, As I do jow to vndirstonde. 

this lawncelot hadde Al his fadris good, 

and was A Man Of ful gret Mood, 260 

ftndhMiwoBoui, and tweyne sones he hadde that kynges were, 

and ferto ful dowhty wit^Owten dwere, 
caUd Baa and the ton hihto haun, the oper brons hyhte, 

& ho])6 weren Men Of fill gret Myhte. 264 

Ban haa Uitm This bans Of Ba3rnoic thre sones hadde, 

as In storye here it is I-Eadde, 

where-offen On A bastard was, 

bos I^ame it scheweth In this plas ; 268 

Hettor, a bastard And hestor that Bastard hyhte, 
w), that Aftyr was Man Of gret Myhte ; 



Lawnodo^ the tothir, Lawncelot was his Name ; 

and Boon. the thridde hyhte Boors, two men of &me. 272 

Boon haa two this Boors Aftyr was A worthy kyng, 

and hadde twey sones both fair and 3yng ; 
Ljoniax and the ton, Lyoniax was Clepid ful Eyht, 

yottoff Boon* 

the tothir, jonge Boors, Aftyr A man of Myht. 276 
Bat of Lanoeiot but Lawncelot, that was the graunt fadyr of Ban, 
of Ban Of him Merveilles weren there than 
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whiche that Owhten not to ben fux^etO; 
but In Bemembraunce It is put 3lte ; 
and I Bchal 30W tellen with good wille 
what was the Besown and the sky lie. 

This same man that lawncelot hyhte, 
was A man of f ul gret Myhte, 
and not A bettere with Inne his Bern 
that bom was Of Ony bamtem. 

besides the Cyte there he Abod, 
A ful fair Castel besides there stood ; 
where-Inne A lady dwellede In Certeyne 
that was weddid to A Cosyn germeyne 
to Selidoygne that worthy kyng, 
he was Cosyn with-Owten lesyng ; 
And the fairest lady forsothe scbe was 
Of Al grete Bretaygne In Ony plas ; 
And therto sche was the beste womman 
that Ony wyht Owber knew than, 
and ferto Of hygh lyf, and Of good, 
and Also benygne Of herte & Mood ; 
and Alwey hird tresses behinden hire was dyht, 1/ 
that weren schineTzg As torche lyht ; 
For that myhte sche not hyden In non wyse, 
It schon so bryht As thing of pryse ; 
And eu«re was this lady ful Of Bownte, 
and worschepede god In £che degre ; 
So that fore hird bownte desired lawncelot 
to knowen that lady, As I wel wot ; 
and so Often tymes hire he wente to se, 
And this storye here telles Me ; 
And for that ladyes gret goodnesse 
ful Often tymes he gan thedir prese. 

This lawncelot loved this lady ful hot, 
and she hym A3en, so god It wot, 
And £che Often wenten the tothir to se ; 
& as Encombred peple ful Sekerle 
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anwonderftil 
things told, 
which should not 
be fofigottM. 



284 



288 



Bedd0 h!s dtgr b 
a fldr castle. 



wherein dwells a 
ladj maxTid to a 
cousin of Cell- 
dojme's. 



292 



Sheisthelhirast 
and beet woman 
ofBiitaio, 



296 



•nd her hair 
... shines like toroh- 
300 Ught. 



304 



King Lancelot 
desirea to know 
b«. 



308 



and often goee to 
see her for the 
sake of her great 



312 



Thentha 
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"aoombradwlth 
the dvrU," 



sajth^loTtaadi 
other in folly. 



and it eomee to 
her lord's eert. 
One of hie 
brethren 
advliee him to be 
arengd on 
King Laaoalot. 



350 THE DUOHESS'S HUSBAin) VOWS VENQEANOE ON LA17KCEL0T. [gH.LYL 

that Sjen the Cowntenaunce Of hem tweyne, 

vppon hem falslj demede Certaygne, 316 

that with the devel Acombred were, 

On hem they lyeden falsly there ; 

and seyden pat the kyng lovede that lady hot, 

and sche him In folye, kyng lawncelot 320 

and 80 long they spoken Of this thing. 

So that it Cam to hire lordis hering : 

thanne seide to hym On of his bretheien dere, 

Sire, let vs Ones Conseillen In fere, 324 

For sothe 30 ne werke not worth Also 

That suflOren kyng LaWncelot thus to do ; 

that he scholde don 30W swich velonye, 

jowre wyf to loven In lecherye ; 328 

and f orto don 30W swich dishonowr, 

Owther 30W velonye to Away ten In Ony Owre ; 

and 3if it belonged to me, be my lyve 

On hym scholde I ben venged as blyve," 332 

" Now Certes, quod this goodman tho, 
I Merveille Sore. And it scholde be so 
that the kyng Ony velonye scholde wayten Me, 
Owther Ony schame In Ony degre, 336 

I wolde ben Avenged ful vtterly 
vppon his body ful venvagebloly." 
** Kow Mown 3e schese whethir je wilen Avenged be, 
For As 30W I haue told, it is ful sekerle." 340 

Thanne quod this dewk to hym Ageyn, 
" On hym schal I ben venged In certeyn 
Al so sone As that I may 
Tyme and space haue Ony day." 344 

thus here wordis leften they tho, 
and £che from Othir departyd ])anne firo. 
and this thing happede In the Mydlent, 
and £k passioun tyme was Ikitred verament, 348 

Also the tyme Of Pask Entrede ful Ny. 
thanne Cam Often this kyng trewly 



Her htuband ie 
much eorprisd. 
end 

says, If the Ung 
hae wTongd him, 
he will be 
roTengd. 



Hie kinsnum 
assuree him it is 
true, 

and the dnke 
vows vengeance. 



PaBslmi time 
hoe begun, 
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To this lady there that sche was, 

And Ellis wente fis goode lady to his plas ; 3^2 

For they ne loveden In non Synne, 

Ife now swich vnclennesse was hem betwynwe ; • 

But for the grete delyt that they hadden bothe, 

Al Of Goddis Servise to talken for-sothe, 356 

that wondir gret Merveil it was to wyt, 

how so gretly boJ)e there-Inne gonne delyt 

So that it happed it befyl On goode fryday, 
that the kyng Into J>* forest Perylouse took y way, 360 
and Barefoot wente for goddis Sake 
whiche that daye for hym deth gan take ; 
and wente to heren Servise At that tyde. 
Of An holy Ermyt there besyde, 364 

and hym Self but the thridde pcrsone 
that In that forest wenten Al Alone, 

whanne the kyng to thermytage was Trewely 
he And his tweynd felawes In Compenie, 368 

the dewk hym aspyde Anon, 
And On hym thowhte to ben venged wel son 
Of that fal[s] Felonye that he thowhte 
that with Cursidnesse Into his herte was browhte. 372 

It happede the kyng hadde herd his servise, 
and worschepede his God In Many A wyse, 
and Of that Ermyt took Conf esciown, 
& for his Synnes penauwce And Absoluciown, 376 

and from thermytage he gan to Gon. 

thus sone A gret thurst Cam hym vppon ; 
thanne tomede he Anon to A f owntaygTW 
tbat there besides was In Certaygne. 380 

Anon down he Enclynede to the Biynkke 
Of that Fayr water Forto drynkke, 
and this dewk Cam hym be-hynde 
As An vntrewe Man and vnkynde, 384 

and with his swerd smot Of his hed, 
that Into the welle it Fyl that Sted. 



and Lancelot and 
the lady meet 
often. 



and talk of the 
■ervioe of Qod. 



On Good Friday 
Lancelot goee 
barefoot into 
the Forest 
PerUooBtoa 



hermit, 
and two men 
with him. 



The duke eeee 

him, 

and thinks to be 

arengd. 



Lancelot hears 
serrice^ 

confesses to the 
hermit, and is 
absolvd, 

and leaves the 
hermitage. 
Being thirsty, 
he stoops to drink 
at a foontain. 



The duke comet 
treacherously 
behind him, 

cuts off his headf 
nnd It fells into 
the welU 
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So whanne the bed In the wellc he say, 
hjm thowhte he was wel I-venged that day, 388 

and on the body More Avenged wolde he be ; 
Anon to the welle he gan to fle, 
The bed Ajen vpe forto ban take ; 
[lerfsB] But God Anon WroWhte Myracle For his Sake. 392 
The dake Mm to he putte his hond Anon Into the welle, 

take Luioelot't 

he«4 out, that bed vp to taken ful snelle^ 

and that water that Cold was before, 
but th« water Anon brenneng hot it be-Cam thore, 396 

becoiuM boiling 

hot,andioAid«aM and with grete walmes^ it boyllede so faste, 

duke'B hands. , , , 

{} Fr.ojMiM] that the dewkes hondis it brende In haste 
Er Owt Of the water he myhte hem have : 
hym hadde ben bettere they hadden ben Save. 400 
whanne he beheld this Miracle Anon, 
Then he leea that thanne wiste he wel that he hadde Evel I-don ; 

he has done evil. 

and that god on him veniaunce hadde take, 
For that he wrowht the kyng Swich wrake ; 404 

He bids h!s thanne seide he to hem that with hym were, 

followen bury the * • -r» i 

body that no man " let vs beryen this Body now here, 

ta Sne?^^ "^ that non Man ne wete how I haue I-do, 

how that I thus falsly the kyng dide slo." 408 

whanne that they herden this like thing, 
thus sone they dyden his Byddyng ; 
and to-fom the Ermytage hym Beryed there. 
As they Cowden Oper Myhten with dreiy Chere; 412 
and thanne towardis here Castel they gonne to gon. 

They meet a child, thus sone with A ^ong Child Mctten they Anon, 
and to the dewk he seide with-Owten lettyng, 

who telle the " Sire dewk, newe tydynges I do aow bryng, 416 

duke that a thick rf J o 7 ^ oj 

darkness has whiche that ben harde and ful MerveiUouse. 
castle at midday, at 30ure Castel there is Swich tenebrowse, 

that No man there Other May se ; 

and this began at Mydday ful sekirle." 420 

whanne the kyng these tydynges gan here, 

Anon he sorwede and qwook for fere. 
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" Certes," quod he, "ful Evele haue I do, 

that kjDg Lawncelot thus dide I slo.^' 424 

thanne seide his Compenye to hym Anon, 

'* Sire, Into som Ofer partye so let vs gon." 

" iN'ay, Certes,'* quod the dewk Anon tho, 

" I wyle Gon And proven jif it be so." 428 

and whanne that he Cam to his Castel, 

Alle this derknesse he Say ful wel ; 

and As sone as vnder the ^ate was he gon, 

On hym there fyl a gret kernel of ston, 432 

And Oucrcovered hym bothe tope and to. 

And Ek hem that to thyke Eelonye Assented Also. 

Thus Owre lord venged kyng Lawncelot certayn, 
that so falsly the dewk hadde slayn. 436 

and Evere stille boylled that welle 
tyl worthy Galaaz Cam, As Aventure befelle, 
and Mo Miracles Grod schewede there 
For that worthy kyng so dere. 440 

For whanne Over hym his tombe was Mad^ 
dropes of ful Red blood Owt It ^ald 
Owt Of the tombe In theke same sted, 
Echo day y same Owr he smot Of his hed ; 444 

and of so gret vertw this Hke blood was, 
that there Cam Neuere knyht In to that plas, 
thowgh he were wownded Neuere so sore, 
and with that Blood towched hym thore, 448 

that thus son& Anon hoi scholde he be 
Of Alle his wowndes ful Sekerle. 

This Merveylle ful wyde Gan to sprynge, 
Abowtes In the Contre As for A merreillous thinge. 452 
thider Cam bothe knyht and Sqwer Anon, 
bothe Eiche and Powre, as they Myhten gon, 
that weren wounded, Maymed and AUe Sore, 
Anon here helthe hadden they thore. 456 

So that it be-f yl vppon A day 
afom the same tombe, as I jow say. 



The duke repents 
of the murder of 
Lancelot, 



but, as he enters 
thecastie^ 



a grent block of 
stone falls on him, 
and on those who 
consented to tho 
murder. 

So Lancelot is 
avengd. 



Each day, 

at the hour of his 

death, 

blood drops from 

Lancelot's tomb; 



which heals all 
wounds. 

Many people hear 
of this wonder. 



and oorae to be 
beald. 



OBAAL. — VOL. n. 
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One day • Uon A Ijowii An heit there gan chase, 

pulU down a hart i • i <* t -r* 

doM to tbatomb. and afom the tombe down gan hym Rase, 460 

that Folk that weien there faste bj, 
It behelden and Syen tiewely, 
how fat the hert he took and fere it Slowghe, 
and On hym gan feden faste I-nowghe. 464 

▲nothar lion. thus sone Cam Anothir wilde lyown there, 

hungry and angiy, 

fouoirs him, Eiifamyned and hungrey not fat he were, 
and would taka and wolde han had the tothir lyowns pray, 

theflratUoo'a ^ ^ '^' 

pray but he it nolde Safi&e» to be bom Away, 468 

bat ha ndata^ but defended his viannde wondir sore, 

So that to-gedeiia they fowhten thore ; 

and ful longe duiede this Melle 

betwene the two lyowns Sikerle, 472 

and thay fight So what with here teeth and with here pawe, 

tramandoasly till 

both ara naaxiy Eche lyown hadde Nygh Other I-slawe, 

So that Manye woundes they hadden bothe, 

the leste hadde ten, I sey 30W for sothe. 476 

and whanne they hadden thus long I-fowghte 
that Nethir lyown of here lyf ne Eowghte, 

Tiia flratuon the feisto lyown to the tombe gan go, — 

licki tha drop* of •, At ,^» •mm-t i .. ,t *««, 

blood from tha and happedo Abowtis Midday was it tho, — 480 

' and the tombe owt blood gan jelde ; 

thedir wente fie lyown Aa he myht hym welde, 

and likked Of that blood Anon, 
touefaea hia and bere-with towchede his wowndis Echon ; 484: 

wound* with It, v i i. 

andiahaaid. thanno thus sono as hol he was 

As Evere to fom tyme In Ony plas. 
Tha Moond doaa and whanne the tothir beheld al this, 

* "°** Anon thedir wente he with-Owten Mys, 488 

and thus sone I-kevered was he 

As hol as his felawe Sikerle, 
and than lapaaoa So that betwixen hem was Eeste and pes 

batwaan tham. , , ^ . , ^ « ^aa 

Euarelastyng Afbyr with-Owten les. 492 

th"*he!!d (rflha* the tou lyowu Cowched him at his feet, 
T^i SJtT'*' ^^ t^® ^^^ ^^^ ^® ^^ ^^^^^ ^® ^^* ^^ 
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and kepten this tombe ful strongly. 

So that Non knyht was so hardy — 496 

thowgh they weren wownded — hele to fette, 

that thyke two lyowns ne wolde hem lette ; 

and )if with starengthe Ony thedyr gonne gon, 

that these lyovms hem wolde slen Anon, 500 

For bothe be day and Ek be Njht 

they kepten that tombe, I 30W plyht ; 

and whanne that forhungred that they were, 

the Ton wente On ptuchas, y iofer lefte there ; 604 

and thus these lyowns Gonnen On to take 

Til the tyme that Cam Lawncelot de lake ; 

and that he there Slowgh hem bothe tweyne, 

As to vs this Stoiye here Scheweth Certeyne. 508 

Now Of Al this storie haue I mad An Ende 
That Isswede Of Celidoyne ; & now forfere to wende, 
And Of Anothir Brawnch moste we be-Gynne, 
Of the storye that we Clepen Prophet Merllyne 512 
Wiche that Maister Eobert Of Borrown, 
Owt Of latyn it translated hoi & Som, 
Onlich Into the langage Of Frawnce 
This storie he drowgh be Aventure and Chaunce, 616 
And doth Merllyne lusten^ with Sank Eyal ; 
For y ton storie the tothir Medlyth withal. 
After the settyng Of the forseid Eobert, 
That somtym it translated in Middilerd. 520 

And I, As An vnkonneng Man treWely, 
Into Englisch haue drawen this Story ; 
And thowgh that to 30W not plesyng It be, 
jit that ful Excused je wolde hauen Me^ 524 

Of my neclegence and vnkounenge 
On Me to taken swich A thinge 
Into Owr0 Modris tonge for to Eudite, 
The swettere to sowne to More and lyte ; 528 

And more Cler to joure vndirstondyng 
Than»e Owther Frensch Q^er latyn, to my sopposing; 



and th^ gtiard it 
from all oooMn, 



takliiK It In tarni 
to go and hunt for 
food. 



Atlftrte 
Lancelot dn Lao 
and BlajB them 
both. 



Now T have 

flnisht the story 

of Celldoyne'a 

race; 

and we muft 

beffin the Story of 

MerUu, 

which Master 
Robert de Borron 
translated ftom 
Latin Into French, 

ai)d which belongs 
to the stoiy of 
SankByal. 

£1 Fr. adkmtttr^ 



Now as I, a 
simple man, 
haTS translate 
this story into 
English, 



my 
nefdigenoe and 
mistakes, 

as I snpposd you 
would nnderstand 
it bettor in our 
mother tongue 



than In French 
or Latin. 
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PRAY FOR THE ENGLISHER, HERRT LONEUCH. [CH. LVI. 



Before the end of 
t)ie utmy, 
pray for me. 



that thin book 
iniiy be brought 
to a good end. 



And Jej-fore Atte the Ende Of this Storye 
A pater noster je wolden for me preye, 532 

Heny Loneiieh, For me that herry Lonelich hyhte ; 

And greteth Oure lady ful Of Myhte ; 

Hertelich with An Ave that ^e hire bede. 

This processe the bettere I myhte procede, 536 

And bringen this book to A Good Ende. 

'Now therto lesu Crist grace me sende ; 
And that an Ende there-Offen myhte be, 
Now, goode lord, graunt me for Chary te. 5-10 

[The French texi^ Additional MS, 10,292, ends thns : 
Explicit li commencemens de lestoire del saint 
graaL Et chi apres uient lestoire de merlin. Diox: 
nous maint tons a boine fin. Amen.] 
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APPENDIX. 



THB IN0E8TUOUS BEGETTING BT ABTHUB OF MORDBED, 

WHO AFTERWARDS SLEW HIM FOR HIS SIN, 

AS MERLIN FBOPHESIED. 



THE BIETHE AND THE ENGENDRURE OF 
MORDRET. 

From Lonelich'8 translation of Merlin (Corp.MS.fol. 136, ool. 1.) 
[See p. 839 of the TexC] 

Soth hit is, that kyng lothis wyf 

•was kyng Aitheuiis soster with-Owtew stryf, 

Hyht evene fully In the same degre 

as was kyng I^ewtris wyf Sekerle. 4 

this lady har be hire lord Loth the kyng 

fowie worthy childeren with-0wte7^ lesing, 

Gawnenet, Agravains, and sire Garrers, 

Gaheryes, fonrd knyhtes bothe goode and feis. 8 

Oa the tothyr syde was Sire Mordret, 
hire Eldest sone with-Owten let, 
whiche that On hire be Artheur Engendrid was ; 
and wyle 30 now here», be A wondyr Cas ; 12 

Eor I thenke to tellen 30W Every del 
how he was begeten On hire ful snel, 
So thanne the bettere May this storye 
ben More Alowed ful Sekerlye. 16 

For Mani Men knowen not how Jat it was 
Of his be-geteng, ne nowht the Cas ; 
therfore they preisen it moche the lasse ; 
For they ben vnknoweng Of day & plase. 20 



King Lot'f wife 
was Arthor*! 
BiBt«r. 



She had 4 
children by her 
huaband. 



and one^ 

Mordred, 

by her brother 

Arthur: 



and ru tell yoa 
hov thiB bcfeU. 
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hyt behappede, As I 30W sclial say, 
that the Barons Alle vppon a day 
All the BriUsii Of be Hewm Of logres assembled were 

barora w«n 

atcardiii; At keidyf In Wales, wM-Owten dweie^ 24 

to ehooM a there f orto chesen hem A newe kyng 

•Qcoewor to •» o 

uthOT Pendngon. affcyx vter pendragoun witA-Owten lesyng, 

so that kyng loth with him gan lede 

with hym his wyf Into that stede ; 28 

and so dyden Ofer barons Also 

that here wyves dyde with hem go. 
So that kyng loth I-logged he was, 

and Alle his Meyne, In A fid fair plas, 32 

In wheche place Antron Hogged was he, 

and with him Sire kay ful Certeinle ; 
Arthur waa lodgd and artheuT ful previly Hogged he was 
ofaambor. In fe kyngges chombre, so fil the Cas. 36 

And Whanne Kyng Loth to Mete Was Set, 

aftir Antron he sente with-Owten let, 

and Also Anon Afbyr Sire kay, 

that but A 3ong knyht was that day ; 40 

So pai kyng loth Ordeyned there 

that Antron & Sire kay Hogged were 

In his Owne Chambre ful preyyly ; 

and 3ong ArtheuT was logged faste by 44 

in a comer in At thentre Of the Chambre In A komer, 

the entry, 

as squirei were, as befyl that tyme for A worthy sqwyer. 
This Artheur was a f aire 3ong Man, 

and mochel Of l^orture that tyme he kan, 48 

and that lady he was f ayn to plese, 

& ek to kyng loth to don him Ese, 
This fair jmng This lady was bothe fayr & ?yng, 

Arthur lord Lot'e '' ^ 7J o» 

(Ur wife. And a good womman ouer alle thing, 52 

whom that Artheur lovede prevyly, 
but sche ne rowhte, sche wiste not sikerly ; 
for stedfast sche was to hire Lord, 
and him to plese At his Owne Acord. 56 
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So hit bebappede, As I 30W say, 
that Al the Baronage hadde taken A day 
at the Blake Cros to Meten In fere, 
there forto touchen Of here Matere. 60 

So On the Nyht before hit happede tho 
that kyng loth scholde thider go^ 
he charged preyyly his Meyne 

that hors and hameis Hedy scholde be 64 

At Midnyght with him forto gon : 
thus prevyly he charged hem Everichon. 
So that his Meyne verament 

Fulfild In haste his ComauTtdement : 68 

Tnknowen the lady of AHe this thing, 
ful prevyly fifom hire wente he stalkyng, 
And In hire bed lefte hire stylle On slepe, 
for Of his goynge took sche non kepe. 72 

and Arthenr that wel knew of Al this, 
that In that Comer fere lay Iwys, 
took good kepe Of the kynges goynge, 
and fill prevyly to here bed wente he stalkynge ; 
and there he tomede hym bothe to & fro, 
but 3it this lady On slepe was tho. 

So as hit happede, this kas gan gon ; 
this lady Awok, anil hire tomede Anon^ 
and him Enbraced Al In hire Slepe, 
that Of non Othir took sche non kepe 
but Of hire Owne lord so dere, 

weneng to hire to ben hire fere. 84 

And whanne that Arthewr felte this, 
thanne wiste he wel with-Owten Mys 
that Of hym sche took non kepe 
but as A womman that was In slepe. 88 

So that he Embraced hire Ageyn, 
and so be hire he lay In Certeyn ; 
where-offen the lady fill loyf ul was^ 
•che wende hire Lord hadde ben In fat plas. 92 



The night before 
a meeting of Uie 
Barons at the 
BlaokOrosi, 



King Lot stole 
quietly from his 
wife's bed, 
and left her 
sleeping. 



76 Arthnr got Into 
her bed. 



and when she 
woke, she 
80 embraced him. 



He retamd it» 
laj with her. 
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ARTHUR TELLS HIS SISTER HOW HE LAY WITH HER. 



Mordrtd on her. 



Than h« aUlkt 

awaj, 

•he knowing 

nothing of il till 

be told her next 

day. 



He kndt to her. 



She bftde liim 
rlM. 



He thanlct her for 
ber great kiodneee 
to him. 



and got her to 
promieei 
Ifbe told her 
wliat It waa. 



thKtahe'dkeepit 
a secret, 
and protect him 
from harm. 



and that Nyht, in Certein to say, 

was Mordrefc'begeten witA-Owten delay 

In this'Maner As ^e now here. 

And whanrte that Artheur his wil hadde there, 9(> 
he ne slepte no» Maner thing 
tyl that lady was fallen In Slombring. 
thanne stalkyd Artheur previliche Away, 
For perof ne wyste no??, the sothe to say, lOO 

Tyl On the Morwe, As hit gan falle,' 
that hym seK hit tolde In the halle 
whanne sche was set At hire denere, 
and Artheur as hire kervere knelede there. 104 

So that hit happede tho this lady gent. 
Of his long knelyng took good Entent. 
" leve sevs," sche saide, " ^ong Bacheler, 
Ful long }0w thinken that 3e knelen her.** 108 

And he AnsWerede Ful boldliche Ageyn, 
" to longe may I not knelen Certeyn ; 
For I ne may not deserven the grete bownte, 
Myn Owne lady, that ^e han don for me." 112 

thanTie azede this lady Anon Ryht, 
" what bowntes ben tho, gentyl wyht ] " 
thanne seide Artheur, '' Certeinle 
that for him discouered scholde hit neucre be ; 116^ 
Ne non thyng to hire he wolde discrye, 
but 3if Of trowthe sche wolde hym Affye, 
that nener sche scholde discou^^re to non Creature ; 
And Also Anothir thing sche schold hym Sure, 120 
that harm to his body scholde sche neuere do, 
ne be hire to ben purchased nether to ne fro." 
And sche hire trowthe Ensured hym ful son. 
As womwan Of that Mater took kep« non. 124 

thanne Anon Arthewr gan hire to telle 
prevyly betwixen hem how hit be-felle, 
and In what Mancr that he be hire lay, 
Al he hire tolde thike same day. 128 
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Anon this lady gan wexen Bed, 
that for pure schame sche was ny ded ; 
hut non wyht wiste Of here Covyne, . 
for At that tyme wolde sche no more dyne, 132 

hut let tahles hen drawen verament, 
and f ul faste to hue Chomhre sche went. 

lo, thus 3onge Artheur he his soster lay 
that kyng Lothis wif was that day ; 136 

hut hit hehappede neuere Aftyr More ; 
and thus was Mordret of hire hody hore ; 
For sche knew wel he tyme & space 
that he Arthewr with childe sche was. 140 

Whanne that the tydynges gonnew for to springe 
that this 3onge Artheur scholde he kynge, 
And this Mordret was tho Ihore, 
than7^e In herte louede sche him wel more 144 

thanwe Ony man cowde tellen that day ; 
hut for hire lord sche dorste nowht say. 



TheQaeen 

blUflllt, 



and wont to ber 
room. 



In doe time, Mor- 
dred was born. 



Wben Arthur was 
to be made king, 



Lot's Qneen 
lovd him 
frantidy. 
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